
: ' ; : R E C O R D *

_ _ ' H L 1 6 I I T
A C O M M E N T A R Y O N T H E N E W S B Y D A V I D F . L A T H A M

F l a s h l i g h t s onMontana
\Vedi* f<day, Julj 18H E L E N A — G o v . J u d yMartz — Montana's self-described"lapdog for industry" — has fi-nally agreed to visit Libby nextmonth to meet with residents todiscuss the t own' s options f orcleaning up widespread asbestoscontamination. Martz assures usshe will travel to Libby on Aug. 8and spend the entire day here.Despite her almost complete ig-norance of asbestos in general andLibby in particular, Martz will bethe one who ultimately decideswhether Libby will be designatedan EPA Super fund cleanup site. It

will be up to Libby residents toeducate her about the history of ourasbestos problem, the extent of thecleanup needed, and the long-termmedical needs of the 2.000 or soI people who may ult imately de-ivelop a f a t a l , asbestos-related dis-I ease as a result of exposure to as-Ibestos-contammated vermiculitefrom the former W.R. Grace & Co.i mine near Libby.



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutA s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• W i l l EPA clean up homes if L i b b y is
*added to the N a t i o n a l Pr ior i ty Li s t?

A e Thes e are two separate issues. One issue is whether Libby q u a l i f i e s for inclusion on the
• N a t i o n a l Prior i t i e s L i s t (NPL). Another issue i s whether EPA's assessment o f homes

containing vermicu l i t e i n s u l a t i o n q u a l i f i e s them as a "pub l i c h ea l th emergency." Being on the
NPL does not , in i t s e l f , authorize removal of in su la t ion material from people ' s homes.
L i b b y q u a l i f i e s for proposal to the NPL based on the amount of environmental contamination
that has been found to date. EPA recommends s a m p l i n g Libby from one end to the other, on a
grid system, to uncover po t en t ia l pockets of contamination. T h i s kind of intense s ampl ing is
c o s t l y , time consuming and beyond the scope of EPA's Emergency Response Program, which is
l i m i t e d by time and cost constraints . NPL s tatus is long term and CAN ensure fund s to thor-
oughly screen L i b b y and take care of environmental asbestos contamination found during sam-
p l i n g . In a d d i t i o n to the town of Libby, the large mine s i t e area needs to be addressed by the
NPL if EPA is to clean it up.
Even if L i b b y was added to the NPL, EPA could only remove vermiculite insulation from peo-
ple ' s homes i f a p u b l i c h e a l t h emergency were dec lared. W i t h o u t this declaration EPA does not
have the authority to remove material s which were i n s t a l l e d in homes. EPA is currently consider-
ing whether to dec lare a p u b l i c h ea l th emergency.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n p l ea s e contact:
Paul Peronard, Project Manager at 303-312-6808, or

W e n d y Thomi , Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1 150 x241
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CAG meets J u l y 26The Community AdvisoryGroup will hold its regularmeeting on Thursday, July 26,at the Ponderosa Room at LibbyCity Hall from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.All meetings are open to thepublic.The CAG meets on the sec-ond and fourth Thursday ofevery month to provide updatesand allow public discussion onthe clean-up of asbestos con-tamination in Libby. The CAGis organized by the U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agencyand includes about 25 memberswho represent local, federal andstate government, the localmedical community, asbestosvictims and some business own-ers. The group and the meetingsare always open to public par-ticipation. For more informationabout the CAG, call the EPA'sInformation Center in Libby,293-6194.



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutA s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

Q * W h e n w i l l the removal p r o j e c t at L i b b y M i d d l e Schoo l and
*the H i g h Schoo l and Plummer School be comple t e? W i l l the

H i g h S c h o o l f i e l d be u sab l e when f o o t b a l l prac t i c e begins in Augus t?
A: Work at the schools has begun and the removal of all contaminated soil should be comple ted by the
end of September. General s i t e res toration w i l l d i r e c t l y f o l l o w contaminant removal at each location.
Plummer Elementary School was scheduled f i r s t and all work at Plummer, i n c l u d i n g s i t e re s torat ion,
should be done by July 3 1 , 2 0 0 1 .
Next, work w i l l begin at the High Schoo l . S e t - u p of equipment and s i t e p r e p a r a t i o n wil l begin the la s t
week of July. The removal of contaminated material from underneath the tracks and the bleachers should
be done by Aug. 15, 2001. The excavated area w i l l be b a c k - f i l l e d soon a f t e r removal. However, due to
weather and contrac t ing cons tra int s , the i n s t a l l a t i o n of rubberized track w i l l not l i k e l y take p lac e until
next spring. W h i l e th i s w i l l a l l o w for use of the f ie ld for f o o t b a l l th i s fal l , i t may impact the track season
next spr ing . We will do everything we can to minimize the d i s r u p t i o n of school ac t iv i t i e s .
The Middle School track w i l l be done l a s t . S e t - u p at the school w i l l be in l a t e Augus t w i th excavation to
be c o m p l e t e d by mid-Sept ember . The site w i l l be b a c k - f i l l e d and a s p h a l t track w i l l be i n s t a l l e d by mid-
to l a t e October.

For more in f ormat i on p l e a s e contact:
Paul Peronard, Project Manager at 303-312-6808, or

W e n d y Thomi, Community Invo lv ement Coordinator at 406-441 -1150 x241



*,Documents show Gracecovered up asbestos danger
\V R G r a c e < J t Co on July 9 de-

nied a report in The Ne\\ Y o r k
T i m e s i l u i l i t covered up the
amount of p o t e n t i a l l y carcinogenic
asbestos in a f i r e p r o o f i n g spray it
marketed in the 1970s and 1980s
as "asbestos free."

C i t i n g inlernal company docu-
u t c i i l s . The T i m e s reported thai
Grace knew Monokotc contained
asbestos at levels near or exceeding
current federal l imits , but withheld
the information from customers.

Grace, based in Columbia. Md..
said in a statement that the prod-
ucts it sold in the 1970s and 1980s
were safe and "contained, at most,
miniscule amounts of naturally oc-
curring asbestos — levels that are
thousands of times lower than
those allowed by the EPA and
other regulatory authorities."

Monokote was sprayed on the
steel beams of o f f i c e buildings,
schools and hotels for two decades
as f i r e protection. Grace estimates
Monokote was used on as much as
80 percent of the roughly 150.000
steel-frame structures built in the
United States in the 1970s and
1980s. Grace sold the versions of

Monokote described in the Times
report until 1989 in the United
S l a t e s .

The T i m e s said Grace marketed
the product as ••completely asbestos
free." hoping to capitalize on a
market reeling from news that as-
bestos f iber s could lodge on the
lungs and cause cancer. The Times
also said Grace knew Monokote
contained a then-little-known kind
of asbestos called tremolite —
which originated at Grace's ver-
miculite mine in Libby — and kept
that information largely hidden
from workers app ly ing the spray
and clients wanting their buildings
asbestos free.

The Times reported that Grace
o f f i c i a l s met secretly at company
o f f i c e s in Cambridge. Mass.. in
1977. and decided that customers
who asked if Monokotc contained
asbestos were to be told that it did
not. The company also f ought at-
tempts by federal regulators to set
strict asbestos guidelines, the
Times reported.

A former Grace executive, the
late Earl Lovick of Libby, acknowl-
edged in sworn court depositions

taken on Oct. 27. 1998. that the
company knew as early as 1962
that tremolite asbestos from the
c o m p a n y ' s Libby vcrmiculite mine
\\as deadly and that the company
purposely withheld information
about it from workers at the mine
and their f a m i l y members.

A fonner analyst with Grace.
Lymi Latchford of Morris Town-
ship. N.J.. said in an interview with
The Montanian on Sept . 27. 2000.
that Grace routinely and secretly
set aside hundreds of millions of
dollars each year to settle asbestos-
injury claims or workers and their
survivors.

The Occupational Safety and
H e a l t h Administration said in 1994
that air at work sites could not con-
tain more than 100.000 asbestos fi-
bers per cubic meter. The Times re-
ported Monokote exceeded that
limit at 80 percent of work sites
cited in a 1977 test ing summary

Environmental Protection
Agency regulators allow for fire-
proo f ing substances to contain 1
percent asbestos by weight.



Rehberg seeks h e l p for Libby
OPEN L E T T E R :
July 9.2001
The Honorable Tommy Thompson
Secretary. U.S. Department ofH e a l t h and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue S. W.
Washington, D.C. 20201
Dear Secretary Thompson:

Last week I held a public meet-
ing in Libby, Mont., in order to dis-
cuss how a Super fund designation
by the Environmental Protection
Agency (ERA) would affect the
community of Libby, including

residents and local businesses. As
you may know, hundreds of Libby
residents are ill because of expo-
sure to tremolite asbestos, a con-taminant of the venniculite ore
mined there for decades. W h i l e (lie
spec i f i c focus of the meeting cen-
tered upon the ERA and Super fund .
I was approached by several mem-
bers of die community and asked
about possible grant fund ing from
the Department of H e a l t h and Hu-
man Services.

I believe the federal government
has a duty and re spons ib i l i ty to
help the citizens of Libbv in all
manners possible. Consequently. I

am writing today to check the
status of grant applications previ-
ously appl i ed for by the community
of Libby. Although I have con-
tacted your o f f i c e several times in
the past regarding grant f u n d i n g
for Libby, I am asking again today
that you make t lus community atop priority.

Thanks again for all you do f o r ;
Montana. Your prompt attention to'
these requests will be greatly ap-
preciated.

Sincerely.
Denny Rehberg

Member of Congress
IB,
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A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutA s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

heard t h a t E P A ' s I n s p e c t o r G e n e r a l a n d o th er senior E P A
o f f i c i a l s w i l l b e v i s i t i n g L i b b y . W h a t a r e t h e i r p l a n s w h i l e i n Libby?

* Severa l EPA managers are p l a n n i n g a trip to L i b b y on July 1 2 th . 200 1 . The group in c lude s
N i k k i T i n s l e y . E P A I n s p e c t o r General
Sieve L u f t i g . Deputy A s s i s t a n t A d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e O f f i c e o f S o l i d W a s t e a n d Emergency R e -
sponse
B i l l S a n d e r s . D e p u t y A s s i s t a n t A d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e O f f i c e o f P o l l u t i o n Prevention a n d T o x i c Sub-
stances

• J a c k M c G r a w . A c t i n g Regional A d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r Region 8
The v i s i t o r s w i l l a t t end th e July 1 2 t h Communi ty A d v i s o r y G r o u p M e e t i n g from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in th e
Ponderosa Room i n L i b b y C i t y H a l l .
Earlier in the day they wi l l be given a tour of Libby, s p e c i f i c a l l y those areas where EPA is do ing c l e a n u p
work. Some m a y a t t e n d E P A ' s 1 : 0 0 p.m. meet ing wi th L i b b y ' s business m e n a n d women i n C i t y H a l l .
C O R R E C T I O N : L a s t w e e k ' s Q & A s t a t e d that ambient a i r moni tor s c o l l e c t e d s a m p l e s near t h e mine
and in f o u r l o c a t i o n s around Libby for a year and a h a l f and no asbe s to s was d e t e c t e d . In f a c t , no asbestos
was detected in the air at the four monitors around Libby. but asbestos was found in the air at the mine
s i t e and at the two proce s s ing areas, the Scr e en ing Plant and the Expor t Plant.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n p l ea s e contact—
Paul Peronard, P r o j e c t Manager at 303-3 12-6808, or

W e n d v T h o m i , Communitv Invo lv emen t Coord ina t or at 40644 1 - 1 1 50 x24 1



HELENA — Gov. Judy MaiUsent a letter to the EnvironmentalProtection Agency asking theagency to j u s t i f y its desire to desig-
nate Libby a Super fund site be-cause of its asbestos contamina-tion. EPA o f f i c i a l s in Libby said inMay that Super fund designationfor the town and former W.R.Grace & Co. mine properties o f f e r sthe best option for cleaning up as-bestos and would guarantee long-term federal f und ing for the job.M a n / , wants a f u l l br i e f ing onthe sc ient i f i c necessity, and on theeconomic impacts that a Super-fund l i s t i n g would bring Libby be-cause she would have veto powerover any final decision to list Libbyas a S u p e r f u n d site.Martz has not come to Libbysince she took o f f i c e in January iand she knows nearly nothingabout the asbestos situation exce]for what W.R. Grace has told he'1 hope she can leam enough abcit vicariously to make an infonvimpartial decision. *



EPA and businesses
meet July 12

A meeting with EPA and lo-
cal business community has
been scheduled for Thursday,
July 12, at 1 p.m. at Libby C i t y
Hall Ponderosa Room. The
meeting is open to the public .



EPA is answering questions, not "promo t ing Libby"

- T )

Editor:
The Environmental Protection

Agency purchased its 71st ad this
week [July 4, 2001], not its f ir s t as
some newspapers reported. EPA
began buying weekly ad space for
an "Ask EPA" question and answer
starting in February. 2000, at the
request of a member of the Libby
Community Advisory Group. Our
latest Q&A in three local Lincoln
County newspapers on the subject
of the sa f e ty of traveling to or liv-
ing in Libby — a topic of much
concern in Libbv — is one more in

a series of ads aimed at getting in-
formation to the Libby and Lincoln
County public, not a media cam-
paign to 'promote' travel to Libby.

The agency purchases these ads
to ensure their publication. The
"Q"s and "A"s are a way for all
community members to get timelyand accurate responses to many of
their recurring questions and con-
cerns. EPA also uses them to report
current activities, sampling results
and future plans. It is not the f irs ttime we have written about the am-
bient air within the city of Libby.

And. to set the record straight. EPA
mistakenly reported that no asbes-
tos was detected in ambient air
samples taken near the mine. As-
bestos was detected in the air at the
mine site and at the two processing
centers.

News reports on asbestos con-
tamination in Libby have o f t e n
sensationalized the issues. Sensa-
tional stories sell. EPA cannot re-
spond to each article or television
news program that makes the
Libby situation sound worse than it
is. Nor can we indicate t l ia t all ar-

eas of Libby are safe to visit. What
\\e have done and will continue do-
ing is answer the public's questions
honestly and realistically. Q: Is it
safe to travel to Libby? A: Yes. it is.
I will take my f a m i l y to Libby in
two weeks to recreate. Q: Is there a
problem in Libbv with asbestos
contamination? A : Yes. I w o n ' t
take my f a m i l y to any of the areas
in Libbv- that are contaminated.
Wendv Thomi, EPA Community

Involvement Coordinator
(406) 441-1150 x241



Beware of the EPA ,
Editor: S

It is Friday. July 6. and my business r e spons ib i l i t i e s liave prevented ^.
me from at t ending the S u p e r f u n d "yen or nay" meeting. At some point -4
in time. Dr. Peronard is going to have to come up with some solid sci- >
ence to justify money spent so far and his shooting-from-the-hip rheto- ~
ric. A place to start for the doctor (Ph.D). would be a s c i ent i f i c expla- •*nation of "clean" as it relates to t r e m o l i t e asbestos f iber s here in Libby ' ^
and in the world. I have no desire for the good doctor (Ph.D) to turn
the Kootenai V&lley into a huge S u p e r f u n d site in order for lu'm to con- •
duct lab-rat experiments to d ev e l op a "science of t r emol i t e asbestos."

The whole world has naturally-occurring tremoli te in its soil. Libby His not that unusual, only the emotional reaction and lawsuits by t
"victims": their "let"s-grovv-the-hospital-doctors" [sic]: their " l e t ' s - s u e - ^
the-hell-out-of-vvhomever" lawyers: and their "Fin-on-a-rol l- for- ^
science-dollars" EPA leader. The science is not here f o l k s . But the EPA >.""
is. Be careful. ' &

Rob Uithoff, Libbv ~
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A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on

• S o m e o n e r e c en t ly wrote to EPA:
•"I wil l be t r a v e l i n g to L i b b y Montana soon and I have three questions:

1. Is the area s a f e for the part-time traveler?
2. W o u l d you buy p r o p e r t y in L i b b y and live in town?
3. Are there areas in L i b b y that are s a f e or not s a f e ?

1. Yes. Libbv is s a f e for the "part-time traveler." Ambient air monitors collected sam-
. »ple s near the mine and in four locations around Libby for an entire year. The air samples

were analyzed and no asbestos was detected. Since the EPA began its work in November
1999. we have come to apprec ia t e what a truly b e a u t i f u l area Libby is. Much of the EPA

s t a f f and contractors working in Libby have spent vacation days there, some even bring-
ing their f a m i l i e s f r om all over the country.
2. It is po s s ib l e to live in Libby and not be at excess risk from asbestos. If I were consid-
ering buying proper ty and l i v i n g in Libby, the decision would not hinge on p o s s i b l e con-
tamination. In f a c t , more is known about many Libby properties than propert i e s in other
p la c e s in the country. I would buy a house with vennicul i t e in su la t i on , but would p l a n
c a r e f u l l y how I would manage it. I might also buy a house in need of electrical or plumb-
ing work with a similar understanding. I would consider options such as
• hiring an asbestos p r o f e s s i o n a l to remove the vennicu l i t e and decontaminate the
home:
• having a contractor trained in proper respiratory protection and protective clothing do
any remodeling or renovation work; or
• ensuring that Z o n o l i t e a t t i c in su la t i on is - and remains - sealed off from the rest of
the house.
3. Yes. there are areas in Libby. as there are evemvhere, that are s a f e and those that are
not sa f e . EPA has i d e n t i f i e d some areas where there remains asbestos contamination in
the s o i l . However, c l eanup work is underway. It i s EPA's goal to i d e n t i f y and remove all
such soil contamination in Libby as soon as poss ible, and we are well on the way. EPA
c a r e f u l l y monitors the perimeter of any area where it is working and restricts access to
those areas where the clean-up work js happening. There are many beau t i fu l areas in
Libby that are u n a f f e c t e d by asbestos contamination.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n p l ea s e contact:
Paul Peronard, Project Manager at 303-312-6808, or

Wendv Thomi. Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150 x241



Rehberg to hold S u p e r f u n d
meeting in Libby

Rep. Dcruiy Rehberg. R-Monl..
w i l l be in Libby of Friday. July 6.
to hold a p u b l i c meeting on
whether the torni should seek a
S u p e r f u n d de s ignat ion to clean up
widespread asbestos contamination
as a result of decades of vermicu-
l i t e mining near Libby

"There wi l l be a roundtable dis-
cussion from 10 to 12 (noon] at
Libby H i g h School gym." said Lin-
coln County Sanitarian Ron An-
derson at the Community Advisory
Group (CAG) meeting June 28 in
Libby.

"Rep. R e h b e r g ' s hope is to draw
out some of the concerns of the
community and try to develop a
consensus of where we need to go.
wlial our needs are. where we've
been and where we have to go."
Anderson said.

Libby persons who have been
invited to p a r t i c i p a t e in the discus-
sion arc Anderson: Libby Mayor
Tony Berget. Doreen Gul l ing srud .
president of the Lincoln County
Board of Realtors; Mike Munro.
o\uier of Treasure Mountain Ca-
;ino: Bob Tunis , director of the
Lincoln Count) Economic Devel-
opment Council. Sandy Wagner of
the Community Advisory Group,
and: Jolm Warde l l . slate director of
the Environmental Protection
Agency.One CAG member said she isunl iappy with the selection of per-
sons for the roundtable.

"A lot of the peopl e involved (in

the roundlable] haven't been in-volved in the last year and a h a l f . . .
T h i s troubles me because thesepeop l e haven't been actively in-
volved." said Gayla Benefield andadvocate for Libby"s asbestos \ic-
tims."Some [of the roundtable par-
t i c ipant s] very possibly have their
own agenda or their own reason-
ing, and what really troubles me is
the fact that this could have a ma-jor impact on what the opinion of
the community is and I don't thinkthe community is represented
here." Benefield said."We don't have the medical fa-
c i l i t i e s represented or the peoplewho deal one-on-one with the af-
termath o f t h e situation. I ' m just
very curious as to what the out-
come of this is going to be. if this
is going to be a decision-making
project or a major suggestion ... or
we assume very possibly that th i scould end up being the consensus
of the community." she said." T h e r e ' s a l o t o f people t h a t ' s
done a lot of work ... and 1 don'tsec a lot of these people on the l i s t
[of participants]." Benefield said."1 want to make a statement
right now that if this is going to
end up being a decision-making
process, or something that's going
to have a big impact on the deci-sion of what happens in this com-munity. I d o n ' t think i t ' s a . y o u
know, if that's the case, we may as
well ju s t turn it over. say. let city

z,•#

council vote on it." Benef i e ld said.
Rehberg will be accompanied

by Rep. Jem Weller(R-lll.). a
member of the U.S. House Ways
and Means Committee. According
t o R f e h b e r g ' s H e l e n a o f f i c e . W e l l e rl ia s iucce s s ful ly passed into law
l eg i s la t ion providing tax incentives
to clean up abandoned Brownfield
sites across the nation. He lias be-
come a leading voice on Uie Ways o
and Means Committee in promot- *
ing issues a f f e c t i n g the new econ- ^
aim. the internet, computer educa-tion and high technology,

Tlie EPA lias been involved in
testing and clean-up of asbestos-
contaminated vermiculite in the
Libby area since November 1999.

At a Community Advisory
Group meeting in Max. EPA's on-
scene coordinator Paul Peronard
recommended that residents and
businesses begin considering Su-
per fund designation for the com- \^
munity and the former vcnniculite
mine site nine miles northeast of ^
town

Libby has a widespread health
problem because of past exposure
to the mining and mill ing opera-tions of the former W.R. Grace &
Co. operations. Workers routinelybreathed asbestos-contaminated
dust and people were contaminated
when dust from the mine and mills
was brought home on the c lothingof workers.



^vLocal medical p r o f e s s i o n a l s
attend national conference s

on lung and asbestos diseases
By K.C. HoverDr. Brad Black. MD. medicaldirector o f th e St. John' s Lutheran

H o s p i t a l Center for Asbestos andRelated Diseases Cl ini c (C. A.R.
D.) recently attended the Ameri-can Tlioracic conference in SanFrancisco. C a l i f . The m u l t i p l e ses-sion conference focused on chestdiseases and provides education bynational and international expertsin the f i e l d of pulmonary medi-cine, according to Black."The key element of the confer-ence was to gather information
that will help us with the deliveryof specialized care for (lie resi-dents of Lincoln County that area f f e c t e d with pulmonary disorders,e spe c ia l ly those resulting from as-bestos-related disease." said Black."Pulmonary medicine is chang-ing rap id ly , so educating ourselveson the newest treatments and pro-cedures is \ital to o f f e r i n g our pa-t i en t s the best heal th care." hesaid.The five-day conference cov-ered a variety of topics on pulmo-
nary health."Conferences that have such awide range of experts present uswith a p l e thora of educational op-portunities." said Black. "Welearned advanced techniques for
interpret ing lung function tests, wereceived updated in format ion onperforming lung evaluations, andwe were introduced to a variety oftherapies and treatments for lungdisease. All of this valuable infor-

mation w i l l enable us to provide
our p a t i e n t s with better treat-ment." Black said

Black said he felt "very for tu-
nate" t l i a t S t . J o l i n ' s LutheranH o s p i t a l and the community in
general supported his attendance,because the entire community wi l lu l t i m a t e l y benef i t from the experi-
ence.Black extended his stay in SanFrancisco to j o i n Pat Colian. RN.
director of the C.A.R.D. clinic, atth e 2 tX)l Asbestos H e a l t h E f f e c t sConference held May 24-25. 2(X)1.
T h i s conference s p e c i f i c a l l y fo-
cused on issues important toLibby-area residents who arc suf-f e r ing asbestos-related diseases.Asbestos disease related tot r emol i t e exposure is a condition
that is r e la t iv e ly new. according toCohan.

"Much is to be learned in th i s
f i e l d , which is why we attend theseconferences that f e a t u r e nationaland international experts sharinginformation," Col ian said. "Even
though little research has been
done s p e c i f i c a l l y about tremoli teasbcslosis. we came away knowingthat our h e a l t h screening and care
model used at the Univers i ty of
Montana and our local C. A.R.D.
clinic are right on track. In f e e t , in
was apparent that in many ways,our medical pro f e s s i ona l s are
ahead of the game in recognizingthe heal th concerns associatedwith tremol i t e exposure." Coliansaid. j
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EPA and businessesmeet July 12
A meeting with EPA and lo-cal business community hasbeen scheduled for Thursday at1 p.m. July 12. 2001. at LibbyCity Hall Ponderosa Room, themeeting is open to the publ i c .
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P e o p l e can heal Libby' s sorrow
By K c p . Eilccn Carncv, H D - 8 2

Ilulitor s note: The following is thetext of a speech given on Memorial
Day at the Lihhy asbestos victimsmemorial that was erected tempo-rarily at Lihhy cemetery.]Thank you very much for llichonor you have given me by i n v i t -ing me lo speak to you today. I f e e lhumbled lo be asked lo be a part ofthe h a i l i n g process thai needs locome because of (he wound Ihathas been i n f l i c t e d on our (own.T h i s ceremony is important notonly to l l io s c of us who arc here butalso lo (he entire (own of Libby midto L i n c o l n county.It i s f i l l ing tha t we hold t h i sceremony on Memorial Day - aday we set aside lo honor (hosewho have f a l l e n in a war. The menand women whose d e a t h s thesecrosses commemorate did not dieon a b a t t l e f i e l d , bul they were thevictims of the vicloiy of greed overa concern for s a f e t y of workingpeople. Jusl as I h c i r death s repre-sent the worst aspect of corporateAmerica, thi s ceremony shows Iho

good Ihat results when the commu-n i t y of Libby works together.Ceremonies like thi s one areimpor tant because they represent af a m i l y or a community coming to-gether lo share a special moment.W h e t h e r it is to ce lebrate a birth ormourn a death, r i t u a l s h e l p p eop l egive Ihcir s l r c n g l l i on one anotheral a l i m e when one person needsothers lo lean on.Our ceremony today is a publicobservance of a private grief . Butbecause we are a community, whenone of us s u f f e r s , l l i c whole com-muni ty s u f f e r s . We can refer locommunity on three d i f f e r e n t lev-els. The f a m i l i e s of those we arehonoring today is one community.The p e o p l e l i k e me who havewatched f r i e n d s die is another, andt h e L i b b y ' s p e op l e i s another.T h i s is an important ceremonybecause il he lp s all of these d i f f e r -ent community groups lo heal. Theword heal means lo make whole, tofree from something distressing.F a m i l i e s are i i i i]x>r tanl for h e lp ingus bear sorrow together.

1 remember wlien my husbanddied. 1 fell like my cousins weregathering about me, ho ld ing meclose, l e t t i n g me know thai 1 wasnol alone. They helped me begin lofeel whole again. That is what weare doing here for one another.Whenever one of us f e e l s gr i e f ,the whole conuniuu' ty f e e l s thepain. And the whole communitymust p a r t i c i p a t e in the heal ing pro-cess. By coming together here, thef a m i l y of Libby shares (he pain (hatall of you f e e l . Today wil l serve tomake all of you know thai .you arenol alone in your sorrow:Besides this, the town of Libbyneeds lo heal i t s e l f . 11 has been ad i f f i c u l t experience f o r t h e p e o p l enol a f f e c t e d . Many p eop l e in townwish the problem would j u s t goaway. We wish it could go away aswell. But tha t is nol pos s ib l e . Weare faced with a si tuation and wemust gel through it. The only waywe will survive thi s problem is bycoining together.The work all of you liavc donealready shows the unity that Libby

is capable of. from (he businessesdial donated the materials, to thosewho worked to put the crosses to-gclher. lo (hose who did (he let ter-ing, lo those who spent the longhours necessary lo put them up.Libby has responded many limes inthe past when one of its citizenswas hurting. We know whal Libbyis capable of when asked lo h e l psolve a problem.There are good aspec t s to ( h i stragedy as wel l . Just as growth canonly come through adversity, soLibby will be a better place whenwe get lo the other side of t h i sproblem. Nol only will the worldknow lhal the land and houses areclean, bul also we will share amore united sp ir i t and work to-gether be l t er than we have before.These crosses represent the peo-ple who have died. Bul they alsoserve lo remind us dial by p u l l i n gtogether we am lackie anything.They are a sign of the greater workwe can do because we need to healthe town and to bring il together.

U i t h o f lacks science in his assessment
Editor.In response to the recent l e t t e rto (he editor written by Rob U i l h o f .who slates . "What a sad s l a t e of af-f a i r s : over 2 percent chance of can-cer from i r c m o l i l c asbestos."After hav ing researched asbes-t o s a n d i t ' s h e a l t h e f f e c t s f o r a yearand a h a l f . I know o f u o j j c c r -rcvicwcd s c i e n t i f i c s t udy tha twould a l l o w for such a blankets tatement to l>c made. Based on myresearch, the s tatement Mr. U i t h o f

makes grossly unders tate s the real-it) Ihat we arc faced with.If such science cxis l s , 1 wouldask Mr. U i l h o f to p l ea s e providel l i c source o f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n l othe c onununi ty . A l s o . I would re-quest t h a t EPA prov ide a brief up-d a t e lo the community in regard lo\ \ h a l is c u r r e n t l y known about thel o x i c i l y of i r cmol i t c asbestos.1 would also encourage p eop l elo go to the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Cen-ter at 501 M i n e r a l Ave. and get a

copy of the s tudy done by l iv ing J.Scl iko f f ( A n n a l s New York Acad-emy of Sciences. 1979). T a b l e 12in thi s s t udy wi l l be of p a r t i c u l a rinterest in regard lo asbestos expo-sure and cancer. Thi s ( a b l e showst h a t (he asbcslos-cxposed p o p u l a -t ion had an increased l u n g cancerrale of 460 percent over the generalp o p u l a t i o n . The rates of other can-cers were also elevated s i g n i f i -cant ly in the asbestos exposedp o p u l a t i o n : kidney cancer. 236 per-

cent: cancer of (he esophagus, 253percent: stomach cancer. 154 per-cent; larynx cancer, 234 percent —the l i s t goes on. all elevated in theasbestos exposed p o p u l a t i o n .One could present argumentt h a t these were occupat ional expo-sures. To t h i s . I would say (hat thehi s tor i cal d a t a a v a i l a b l e shows oc-cupat ional level s of asbestos p o l l u -tion in downtown Libby.C l i n t o n M;i\nard , L i l i l i y
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we ever learn?
1 in May. We are now halhvziy
ibby. through suitimer \vith no replace-3 sev- mem and no one can f i n d the pro-
;tly moters,
id alter I believe the business commu-
•ound nity of Libby needs to be verythe aware of these tilings. If someonen the comes to you and/or your business
has o f f e r i n g promot ional material mil laccompanying adver t i s ing (at a
oier high price) p l ea s e tread lightly. If i t
red a sounds too good to be true, itidar probably is. Call the chamber of-sev- f ice . The peopl e who promoted the
A w a s events poster didn ' t even checkh a with the chamber to obtain a cor-
; a se- rcct calendar of upcoming meet-ipear- i ngs and even ts, If they had. wee pub- would have been aware of this en-•e as- deavor and could have o f f e r e d in-ropri- put to the business community cen-
tered cerning their background and his-

tory. We have contact mih otherchambers that can keep us abreast
of scams and shady promotions.W h y c a n ' t items such a s"coming event s ' 1 posters, "cartoonmaps." bumper stickers, informa-tional booklets and brochures beproduced locally? We have peopl ewho can provide the necessary
p r i n t i n g senices. along with art-ists, dra f t smen and writers who can
produce these t h i n g s and sales rep-
resentatives \vho can promote andmarket them, keeping the money
in Libby where it belongs.If you are approached by anyones e l l ing n marketing tool, please
contact the chamber o f f i c e (293-4167). Chances are we can do itbetter here at home, and at a lowerprice.Give L i b b v a break!

t ions, not "promo t ing Libby"
ig in- And to set the record straight. EPA
tncoln mistakenly reported that no asbes-
tm- los was detected in ambient air.ibby. samples taken near the mine. As-e ads bcstos was detected in the air at theic mine site and at die two processingill centers.
nery News reports on asbestos con-ly of lamination in Libby have o f t e n»n- sensationalized die issues, Sensji-eport tional stories s e l l , EPA cannot re-
ults spond to each article or televisionirst news program that makes die
: am- Libby situation sound worse man it
>y. is. Nor can we ind i ca t e t ha t all nr-

e;is of Libby are safe to visit. Wha|
we have done and will continueing i s answer rite publ ic ' s que s t io j
h o n e s t l y and r ea l i s t i ca l ly . Q: Is itsafe to irave] to Libby? A: Yes. it i!

I \\ iU Like my f a m i l y to Libby intwo weeks to recreate, Q; Is there a'
prob l em in Libby with asbestos
contamination? A. Yes. I won' ttake my f a m i l y to any of the areas
in Libby that are conuuninated.W e n d y Thonri, EPA Community

Involvement Coordinator
(406)441-1150x241
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Y O U R E L E C T E D O F F I C I A L S
U N I T B O S T A T E SSenator Max BlJucus (O) 1.800-332-6106Senator ConraO Burns (R) .. . . . . 1-800-344.1S13Representative Donnis Rehbarg (R) . .1-202-225-3211
M O N T A N AGovernor Judy M»« ("I • • • 1-406-444.3111Senator Bill CriBmore (R-libby) 293-7405S t a t e H o u s e o l R e p / e s c n i a l J v e aDistrict 71 (SW Lincoln Courly) Paul Clerk (D) . . . .108-827-4410Distric t 91 (Troy, E u r e k a ) Aubyn CumsB («) . ... . 406-882-4448Dieirei 82 (Libljy) Eit ten Camey (0) . ..283-6407
U N C O L N C O U N T YCommiBBiorw SHa W i n d o m (R-LibDvJ .•.. 293-7781Conwnlselonor John Konzan (D-Troy) . . ... 263-7781Commieeiorier Marianne Rqoso (D-EureKa) . .293-7781Mayor Tonv SsfBet (Libby) ., . . . . . . .. . .. ...293-2731Mayor John Bro&n [Troy) . . . . . . . . . 286-5396Mayor Craig Eaton (Eureka) , , . . . . . . ...296-2152Snarlrr Daryl An^eraan . . ... . 293-4112County Attorney Bomarc Cassidy . .. 293-7781

Beware of the EPA
Editor:

It is Friday. Jiily 6. and my business re spons ib i l i t i e s have preventedme from attending the S u p e r f u n d "yea or nay" meeting. At some pointin lime. Dr. Perpnard is going to have to come up with some solid sci-ence 10 justify mpney spent so far and lus shoot ing-from-the-hip rheto-ric. A place to start for the doctor (Ph.D), would be a s c i ent i f i c expla-nation of "clean'1 as it relates to tr emol l t e asbestos fibers here in Libbyand in the world, I have no desire for the good doctor (Ph.D) TO turndie Koolenai Valley into 4 huge S u p e r f u n d site in order for him to con-duct lab-rat experiments to develop <i "science of t r emo l i t e asbestos."
The whole world has nf iRiral ly-occ i irr ing tremoli te in its soil. Libbyis not tliitt unusual, only the emotional reaction and lawsuits by

"victims": t l i c i r " l e t ' s - g r o \ v - t l i e - h o s p i t a J - d o c i o r s " [ s i c]: Uie ir" l e t ' s - s i t e -the-heH-out-of-whomever1' lawyers: and their"rm-on-a-roll-for-science-dollars" JEPA leader. The science is not here f o l k s . But the EPA. Be care ful ,
Rob Uithof f , L i b b y

iror
m-

)setot

So. I would like to invite iheleaders of the loca] "my-govenunent-is-too-big-juid-hiis-thusJy-jaded-me" groups, to run forpub l i c office, tf you wani change,do something to perpetuate (hosechanges,Basically, put up or shut up.A d i i m Brabant. Libby
K i l l t h e crisis,not the pet

Editor:

Help is needed. Has the recenteuthanasia crisis f a c i n g the countyignited a spark to do somethingpositive? Are you interested inh e l p i n g to deve lop a program todecrease ihe numbers of unwantedpets being euthnnized in LincolnCounty? If so, p lease leave yourname and phone number at 2S)3-7466 or call Ruthie 295-5050 orJ u l f c 295-5678. • I ^ t ' p m ' , i k . e Lincoln' Gj j j j jJO' a better p la c e / o ' r th e crit-ters loo.
J u l i H o p f e r , I V o y

ire c leaner

Troy parade was dangerous
Ediior:

Wliat is wrong with parents? Or ihe group leaders? Or even tJieTroy parade committee? I was angered and f e a r f u l of the reckless be-havior the c l i i ldren displayed at Troy's 4th of July parade, and I feel i t ' stime our two cities put an age requirement on those who can drive amotorized vehicle in our parades.I was walking a l o n g s i d e my float when a group of minors passed uson the right, berwqen me and the crowd. At one poini I watched, as afour-wheeler drove by me and iwo toddlers who were in Uwir s s i f e ty, zone and missed Irpnru'ng over trfeir hands-.tis they bent to'p'ick' opcandy by only four to six inches. "He wasn't only too close to them, hewas next to me so I could view this near-accident.W o u l d it have been an accident Iwd be run over any of the three ofus? Why was he passing? We were given an assigned position in (heparade. Wasn't their group? There were some belund us. ahead of n«



A S K E P A ! !
Quest ions and Answers about

A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q * I heard that A T S D R would be p r o v i d i n g m e d i c a l screening

* f o r on ly 2,000 more p e o p l e t h i s year. W h a t s h o u l d I do if I
h a v e n ' t been tested yet?

• You can call 1-800-439-8308 to register for screening. If you ca l l a f t e r J u n e 20th,
•you may a l s o s c h edu l e an a p p o i n t m e n t at the same t ime i f you're e l i g i b l e for t e s t ing .

Based on the number of p e o p l e who were e l i g i b l e but not t e s t ed las t summer, and those
who have c a l l e d since the c o m p l e t i o n of t e s t i n g las t summer. ATSDR is e s t i m a t i n g that
2.000 p e o p l e w i l l be p r o v i d e d w i t h medical screening services t h i s summer ATSDR
does not have a "cap" on the number of p e o p l e who w i l l be screened t h i s summer.
The services w i l l again consist of an i n - d e p t h que s t i onnaire: a l u n g - f u n c t i o n t e s t ; and a
scries of three chest \-rays.
I f y o u d i d n ' t g e t screened las t year, t h i s i s your o p p o r t u n i t y t o c a l l t h e t o l l - f r e e number
and de t ermine your e l i g i b i l i t y a n d / o r s chedu l e an a p p o i n t m e n t . To be e l i g i b l e for the
medical screening you must have worked, p l a y e d , at tended school or l i v ed at least six
months in L i b b y p r i o r to December 31. 1990.

F o r more i n f o r m a t i o n p l e a s e c a l l :
A T S D R ' s I n f o r m a t i o n Center — 293-2728 o r 2729

I
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D o n ' t l e t t h e E R A leave L i b b y
Editor:First I would like to express ap-preciation to all you f o l k s who havetaken the time to attend the Com-munity Advisory Group meetings.Many of you have never missed a
meeting, which is commendable.You come to the meetings because
you care about Libby. You come tothe meetings to be informed, to
give input to the many complex is-sues that we face. You come to themeetings because you understandthe importance of get t ing this right.You come to the meetings becauseyou understand that your voices areheard.

We are in the midst of what isf a s t becoming known to be, quite
possibly, the worst man-caused en-vironmental disaster known to ourgovernment agency, EPA. Our gov-
ernment agencies need our input,
they need to know what we expect,in all fairness, to be done to correctthe problems we face. We are beingheard by the government, whichbelongs to us. As Sen. Baucus toldus at a town meeting held in May2000. we the peopl e are the gov-ernment. In America our govern-ment responds to our voices, Al-
though, it seems sometimes thattilings are moving at a glacial pace,

progress is being made, not jus t forLibby but for all of America, be-
cause of Libby voices.

We of Libby should be thankfu lthat our voices have f a l l e n on ears
that are open to our concerns andthe viewpoint from an exposed
populat ion — thankful that someof our elected peopl e have and con-tinue to step forward and champion
the cause of the people . To thoseelected people w h o d o n ' t o r w o n ' t .I say, po l i t i ca l careers wil l be madeor thrown away over what u n f o l d sin Libby, Mont., as all of American
watches.We should be thankful that our:? 3oo I

federal government has sent toLibby, to h e lp us, some of the mosttop-notch, high performance peo-ple we could have hoped for.Thanks for the peopl e like Region
8 administrators. Bill Y e l l o w t a i land Rebecca Hanmer, who came toLibby and heard our voices: EPADirector Carol Browner, who heard
us from her o f f i c e in Washington.D.C.In summary, as we of Libbymove forward, let's try to make in-formed decisions and, of most im-portance, we must not lose thevoice that we as a community have.

Clinton Maynard, Libby
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Asbestos supportgroup meetsAre you or someone you careabout dealing with the e f f e c t s ofasbestos exposure? Do you wishyou could talk to others who un-derstand how you f e e l? Considerjoining the free asbestos supportgroup that meets every f i r s l andthird Thursday. Tlie groupmeets at 7 p.m. at 415 LouisianaAve. Everyone is welcome. Formore information, please callLaura Sedler at 2934) 180.



o-•44
I

Asbestos suppor tgroup meetsAre you or someone you careabout deal ing with the e f f e c t s ofasbestos exposure? Do you wishyou could talk to others who un-derstand how you f e e l? Considerjoining the free asbestos supportgroup that meets every f ir s t andthird Thursday. The groupmeets at 7 p.m. at 415 LouisianaAve. Everyone is welcome. Formore information, please callLaura Sedler at 293-0180.



Asbestos suppor t
group meets

Are you or someone you care
about dealing with the e f f e c t s of
asbestos exposure? Do you wish
you could ta lk to others who un-
derstand how you f e e l ? Consider
jo ining the free asbestos support
group that meets even- f i r s t and
third Thursday. The group will
meet next on Thursday. June 7.
at 7 p.m. at 415 Louisiana Ave.
Everyone is welcome. For more
information, please call Laura
Sedler at 293-0180.
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A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutA s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• If L i b b y becomes a S u p e r f u n d site, do c i t i z ens lose any
* l e g a l r i g h t s concerning t h e i r homes and businesses?Q

A « No. If L i b b y i s l i s t e d on th e N a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t (NPL) a s a S u p e r f u n d S i t e ,
•proper ty owners retain all their l egal r ight s . It is impor tan t to remember that l iv-

ing at or near a S u p e r f u n d s i t e does not nece s sari ly mean that Y O U R p r o p e r t y is
c o n t a m i n a t e d
If EPA s u s p e c t s that contamination may be present on your p r o p e r t y , it may request
p e r m i s s i o n to s a m p l e . EPA respec t s the individual's pr ivacy concerns and does not
r o u t i n e l y release s p e c i f i c p r o p e r t y owners' names to the general p u b l i c . EPA w i l l
send l e t t e r s wi th the r e s u l t s only to those whose prop er ty was s a m p l e d
W h i l e Montana does not have a s p e c i f i c law requir ing d i s c l o s u r e of asbestos in
homes, sellers' agents are required to d i s c l o s e adverse material f a c t s that concern
the p r o p e r t y and that are known by the s e l l e r . ( M C A 3 7 - 5 1 - 3 1 3 ) . A l s o , local l e n d i n g
i n s t i t u t i o n s or real estate agencies may have i n f o r m a t i o n on environmental i n v e s t i g a -
t ions of your proper ty if d i s c lo sure s have previous ly been made
For more in f ormat i on about proper ty owner right; proper ty values; buying and s e l l -
i n g p r o p e r t y ; a n d l i a b i l i t y , p l e a s e read E P A ' s S e p t e m b e r 2000 F a c t Shee t e n t i t l e d
S u p e r f u n d Today: Focus on Property Issues . The Fact Sheet can be picked up at
EPA's I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 501 Mineral Ave. in L i b b y You may also ca l l I -406-
293-6194 and request that a copy be sent to you.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n (or a Fact Shee t) you may c a l l :
W e n d y T h o m i at 406-441-1150 ex t en s i on 241
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Baucus secures $100,000 to continue asbestos screening

WASHINGTON — After agrant request from the Center forAsbestos Related Diseases (CARD)clinic in Libby was denied in April.U.S. Sen. Max Baucus. D-Mont..used his influence on the Senate Fi-nance Committee to secure$100.000 in federal f u n d s to con-tinue screening and ongoing healthcare for L i b b j -area residents whomay have been exposed to asbestosfibers.Baucus. currently the top Demo-crat on the Finance Committee,succes s ful ly prodded U . S . H e a l t hand Human Services SecretaryTommy Thompson to release aninit ial $ 100,000 for the clinic tocontinue its operations. Baucus alsosecured a "personal and strongcommitment" May 25 fromThompson that HHS will continueto work to f ind f und s to keep thec l inic operational for the next threeyears." I ' m glad that Secretary

Thompson has agreed to releasethese important funds." Baucussaid a f t e r he called Thompson fromlus Wasl i ington. D.C.. o f f i c e lastweek. "We need these f u n d s to con-tinue to screen f o l k s who may havebeen exposed to asbestos and con-tinue to provide the ongoing hea l thcare that lias helped a lot of Libbyresidents through thi s d i f f i cu l ttime. Secretary Thompson alsogave me his word that he'll keepworking to f ind additional fundsfor the clinic. And he's a man ofhis word."In December 1999. Baucus se-cured $80.000 from the U . S . De-partment of Health and HumanServices (HHS). The Agency forToxic Substances and Disease Reg-istry, a division of HHS. contractedwith St. John' s H o s p i t a l in Libby t oestablish the Center for AsbestosRelated Disease. Since the c l inicbegan operating last July, it hasscreened nearly 7.000 peopl e and

continues to prov ide spec ial izedmedical sen ices to p e op l e in Lin-coln Count).But to continue the medicalsen ices it prov ides and h e l pATSDR implement asecond round ofscreening beginning inAugust 2001. theCARD Clin i c a p p l i e dfor a Rural HealthGrant from the HealthResources Sendees Ad-ministration t o t a l i n g$561.000: $187.000per vear for the nextthree years. The CARDc l inic was no t i f i ed onApril 25 that its re- ___quest for f u n d s was de- TV/|„ yrued, l e a v i n g the clinic I"***-*without any linn f u n d i n g for ongo-ing care and to he lp test about2.000 p e o p l e w a i t i n g for screening.The H e a l t h Resources Sen iceAdmini s t ra t i on said the c l inic did

not meet its criteria of demonstrat-ing a need to increase or expandoperations. The agency also ques-tioned if the grant was the"appropr ia t e f u n d i n g mechanism."given the other federalagencies involved withthe hea l th care andcleanup activities inLibby.Baucus. the topDemocrat on the Sen-ate Finance Committeew i t h jur i sd i c t i on overnominations t o HHS.disagreed with thatf i n d i n g , making hi sconcerns knownthrough letters andphone c a l l s to Secre-tary Thompson. Bau-cus told the h e a l t h chief that hewas so concerned over f u n d i n g theCARD c l in i c he would even con-sider using par l iamen tary proce-dures to s t a l l nominations for va-

cant pos i t ions at HHS."I told Secre tary T h o m p s o n thatI would p u l l out all the stops for thep e o p l e i n Libby." Baucus said. " I t ' snot s ome t lung tha t I would ordi-narily do or take l i g h t l y , but t l i i s isnot an ordinary circumstance.Libby residents need immediate ac-cess t o quality health care. I ' m gladSecretary Thompson realizes themagnitude of the s i tuation in Libbyand lias agreed to help." Baucussaid he would continue to workwith official/at the Department ofHeal th and/Humans senices."We've made a lot of progressin Libby./ Baucus said. "But c l ear lyt h e r e ' s a l o t l e f t t o d o . I ' m commit-ted to ensuring that the f o l k s inLibby get a clean bill of h ea l th ,even if I have to a p p l y pressure tog e t there. I ' m committed t o usingmy p o s i t i o n on the S e n a t e F i n a n c eCommittee to be e f f e c t i v e to h e l pMontanians in even wav I can."
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F l a s h l i g h t s onM o n t a n aWednesday, May 23GREAT FALLS — AttorneyTom Biaz of Great Falls has f i l e d aclaim with the state Department ofAdminis tration al l eging t l iat s tateagencies knew about the tox i c i ty ofasbestos at the Libby vermiculitemine as far back as 1956 but didnot lung to correct the problem orwarn employees of the danger.Biaz f i l e d the complaint on be-half of 32 Libby residents whohold state agencies accountable forthe widespread health problemscaused in Libby by exposure to as-bestosResidents al lege that between1956 and 1968. state agencies con-ducted at least f ive studies of theLibby mine and mill and corre-sponded with managers of W.R.Grace & Co. — the mine owner —about the asbestos hazards. As weall know now. the information \vaskept secret by Grace and the state.

g l a r andplaced utakenb i n V a l W a r m
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Asbestos support
group meets

Are you or someone you care
about dealing will) the e f f e c t s of
asbestos exposure? Do you wish
you could talk to others who un-
derstand how you f e e l ? Consider
jo in ing the free asbestos support
group that meets every f ir s t and
third Thursday. The group willmeet next on Thursday. May 31,
at 7 p.m. at 415 Louisiana Ave.
Everyone is welcome. For more
information, please call Laura
Sedler at 293-0180.



Q

A S K E P A ! !
Ques t ions and Answer s aboutA s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• How can I f i n d out what was d i s c u s s e d at the A s b e s t o s H e a l t h
' E f f e c t s C o n f e r e n c e r e c e n t l y h e ld i n C a l i f o r n i a ?

e Six c ommuni ty members, f o u r o f whom are C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p members, al-
• l ended the C o n f e r e n c e in San F r a n c i s c o CAG members and EPA s t a l l " w i l l be a v a i l a b l e to

t a l k about \Uial they learned at the conference at the next CAG m e e t i n g on J u n e 14. 2001. The
m e e t i n g w i l l be h e l d , as u s u a l , at the C i t y Hall Ponderosa Room from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

F o r more i n f o r m a t i o n p l e a s e c a l l :
Dr. A u b r e y M i l l e r , p u b l i c h e a l t h p h y s i c i a n a t 303-844-7857

Of t



D O C U M E N T A R Y T E A M S E E K I N G M A T E R I A L S
Michael Brown Produc t i on s , Inc . , a Texas-based company, has been f i l m i n g a docu-
mentary on Libby and W.R. Grace for part of the past two months in the area, and will
continue shoot ing well into the summer. T h i s s e l f - f i n a n c e d p r o j e c t will be broadcast
qua l i ty and will seek a potential worldwide audience to f a i r l y t e l l the truth about what
happened to p e o p l e who either worked at the mine, or have been a f f e c t e d by it. The city
and citizens of Libby will be treated pos i t ive ly by the story. We are seeking support
materials to be inc luded in the documentary. W h i l e we are unable to pay for most mate-
rials , proper credit wil l be given in the documentary to anyone coming f o r t h with these
or other items we may use:
• General home video or film of children playing on the former ball fields
• Film, video or still photos of the former mine in operation, or other site activity
• Film, video or stiffs of the demolition of structures on the former mine site
• And other materials related in any way to this story

Please call us c o l l e c t at 817-261-2500, or email: michael@mbpvideo.com or write to
Michael Brown Produc t ions , Inc . , P.O Box 1 2 1 2 0 6 , A r l i n g t o n , TX 76012



A s b e s t o s memorial
d e d i c a t i o n is May 28

By Mike Switzer
The asbestos memorial project lias been well received by the \ic-

tims' f a m i l i e s , the general Libby pub l i c and many local business.
Lumber for the crosses was donated by Western Building Center and
Cardinal True Value, and most of the paint was donated by N a p a and
V a l l e y Motor S u p p l y . Gene's Body S h o p and Best Auto Body do-
nated labor to paint the crosses white. Stephanie Bern of Graphics
Works is p a i n t i n g the victims names on the crosses.

At last report over 130 names of \ictims have been reported to the
asbestos memorial committee. Any more names may be called in to
Gay la Benefield. 293-5535. Mike Switzer. 293-2512. or James Raci-
cot. 293-3470.

The memorial w i l l be temporarily e s tabl i shed in the four empty
lo t s on the corner of Hwy. 2 and Larch St. Bill and Renate McGlum-
phy. former Libby residents and owners of the proper ty, have a l l o w e d
the memorial to be placed there for 30-45 days. Dedication ceremo-
nies wi l l be held on Memorial Day. Monday. May 28.

A permanent si te for the memorial is still being sought



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion
• W h a t i s the due da t e for the L i n c o l n C o u n t y C o m m u n i t y
• H e a l t h Center grant a p p l i c a t i o n ?

« The Lincoln County Community H e a l t h Center (LCCHC) Steering Committee is
•pleased to announce that an appl i ca t ion weighing 2.5 pounds and to ta l ing 175 pages was

delivered to the Post O f f i c e on May 15,2001. right on the due date. Photocopies will be
available soon.
The proud parents would like to than everyone for their support, and particularly the ap-
proximately 35 community members who dedicated hundreds of hours of labor to make this
happen. The Committee hopes to have more good news for you on September 15, 2001. the
date of the award announcement. We hope the g i f t s are green!

For more i n f o r m a t i o n about the Communi ty H e a l t h Center, p l ea s e c a l l :
S a n d y Wagner at 406-293-6244 or 293-5010



II

Asbestos supportgroup meetsAre you or someone you careabout dealing with the e f f e c t s ofasbestos exposure? Do you wishyou could talk to others who un-derstand how you fee l? Considerjoining us at the free asbestossupport group dial meets everyf ir s t and third Thursday. Thegroup will meet next on Thurs-day. May 17? at 7p.m. at 415Louisiana Ave. Everyone is wel-come. For more information,please call Laura Sedler at 293-0180.



D O C U M E N T A R Y T E A M S E E K I N G M A T E R I A L S
Michael Brown Productions, I n c . , a Texas-based company, has been f i l m i n g a docu-
mentary on Libby and W.R. Grace for part of the past two months in the area, and will
continue shooting well into the summer. T h i s s e l f - f i n a n c e d p r o j e c t wi l l be. broadcast
qual i ty and will seek a potential worldwide audience to f a i r l y tell the truth about what
happened to p e o p l e who either worked at the mine, or have been a f f e c t e d by it. The city
and citizens of Libby will be treated po s i t ive ly by the story. We are seeking support
materials to be inc luded in the documentary. W h i l e we are unable to pay for most mate-
rials, proper credit will be given in the documentary to anyone coming f o r t h with these
or other items we may use:
• General home video or film of children playing on the former ball fields
• Film, video or still photos of the former mine in operation, or other site activity
• Film, video or stills of the demolition of structures on the former mine site
• And other materials related in any way to this story

Please call us co l l e c t at 817-261-2500, or email: michael@,mbpvideo. com or write to
Michael Brown Productions, Inc. , P.O. Box 121206, A r l i n g t o n , TX 76012
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A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutA s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• If I br ing a bag of v e r m i c u l i t e in t o the EPA
I n f o r m a t i o n Cen t e r , can EPA test i t?
Plea s e do not bring v e r m i c u l i t e into the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n center. We can send it

for t e s t i n g , but \ve p r e f e r to take sampl e s d i r e c t l y f r o m your home.
EPA works w i th s tr ic t s a m p l i n g p r o t o c o l s i n c l u d i n g c h a i n - o f - c u s t o d y requirements.
T h i s means that EPA or its contractors co l l e c t a s a m p l e and c a r e f u l l y seal the s a m p l e
container and mark it wi th key i n f o r m a t i o n . EPA then h a n d l e s that s a m p l e wi th care
and observes certain security precaut ions to protec t both the owner of the s a m p l e
and EPA
EPA must pro t e c t s a m p l e s for the h ea l th and s a f e t y of all those who h a n d l e it . Sam-
p l e s are also pro t e c t ed and c a r e f u l l y tracked for legal reasons. EPA must know
where each s a m p l e has been f r o m the time of its co l l ec t ion through the time of its
ana ly s i s
The I n f o r m a t i o n Center s t a f f are not prepared to hand l e s a m p l e s of material that po-
t e n t i a l l y contain asbestos. Please call the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 293-6194 to
f i n d out if EPA can take a sampl e f r o m your home instead of c o l l e c t i n g the s a m p l e
y o u r s e l f . T h a n k you for your cooperation.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n , p l ea s e ca l l :
W e n d v T h o m i . EPA C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t C o o r d i n a t o r at 406-441-1150. X 2 4 1



" S u p e r f u n d " o f f e r s best assurance for asbestos cleanup
Federal Super fund status is thesurest way to clean up Libby'swidespread asbestos contamina-tion, but local residents must wantthe designation, and the f ina l deci-sion will rest with Gov. JudyMartz, according to U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency workerswho spoke to Libby residents May17 at the Community AdvisoryGroup meeting."It's very much a comrnunity-driven process." said David Wil-liams, S u p e r f u n d l i s t ing coordina-tor for the EPA's regional o f f i c e inDenver.But asbestos victims' advocateGayla Benefield — a supporter ofS u p e r f u n d status for Libby — saidshe is concerned to learn that Gov.Martz and state environmental offi-cials could have veto power overthe designation. Benefield saids tate o f f i c i a l s denied for years thatthere was any problem with the W.R. Grace & Co. vermiculite mine,and they have not contributed sig-n i f i c a n t l y to the cleanup over thepast 18 months.Grace ' s former mining andm i l l i n g operation near Libby havebeen linked to at least 88 asbestos-related deaths and hundreds of ill-nesses among former mine work-ers, their f a i n i l i e s . and even Libbyresidents who had no connection tothe mine."These [state officials] are thesame peopl e who may end up mak-ing the decision over what goes onhere," Benefield said. "It makes mevery uncomfortable."Audience member Neil Bauer

said angrily, "I f ind it a p p a l l i n gthat the governor would have abso-lute power over what happens."The Martz adminis trat ion hasmade almost no comment aboutLibby' s asbestos problem andMartz herself has shown no inter-est in it.In the next three or four months,the ERA wil l discuss with the gov-ernor' s o f f i c e and Montana Depart-ment of Environmental Qualityhow best to handle the problems inLibby, W i l l i a m s said. He and PaulPeronard, EPA's on-scene coordi-nator in Libby, will develop a pro-posal to list the town and adjacentmine site on the EPA's NationalPriorities List — more commonlyknown as Super fund — then openthe issue for publ ic comment. Theywill meet with the Martz admini-stration and encourage residents tomake their f e e l i n g s known to thegovernor about the po t en t ia l Super-fund sites.Peronard said the governor liasnear-veto power over S u p e r f u n dl i s t i n g s because for years, state andlocal officials and residents havedemanded greater local controlover such l u g h - p r o f i l e pro j e c t s .W i l l i a m s said that in recent years,the regional EPA o f f i c e has made14 S u p e r f u n d list recommendationsand all were accepted by Westerngovernors, in c lud ing f i v e by for-mer Montana Gov. Marc Racicot.But, W i l l i a m s said, while theg o v e r n o r ' s support is crucial towhat l iappen s in Libby. the EPAcould override a g o v e r n o r ' s rejec-tion if f ederal o f f i c i a l s believe the

problem is serious enough. Thathas happened only once in the pastsix years since EPA started its driveto gain local support for S u p e r f u n dprojects .Initial EPA propo sa l s would cre-ate two S u p e r f u n d sites in Libby.One would encompass the town it-se l f and the other would includethe former venniculite mine site.Peronard said two separate Super-fund sites would allow cleanup intown to move more quickly so thetown could get off the l i s t beforethe mine, wlu'ch is a longer-termproject .The EPA is currently removingasbestos contamination from theLibby area with money from itsemergency' sites projec t . Peronardsaid the tab th i s year will come toan estimated $16 mil l ion for allEPA work related to Libby. far sur-pa s s ing his actual budget.W i l l i a m s said S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n gwould ensure the work continuesand guarantee long-term federalf u n d i n g for the area, since emer-gency program priori t i e s canchange at any time within the EPA.Peronard said tliat while the Su-per fund de s ignat ion carries a po-t e n t i a l l y damaging labe l , thestigma of lingering asbestos p o l l u -tion would be even worse.EPA studies have shown thatproperty' values i n i t i a l l y drop in anarea when i t ' s added to the l i s t .However, he said, values increaseand economies become stable againonce an area gets cleaned up."That negative impact is actu-ally measurable mid very real." said

Peronard. " You're never going toge t over that hurdle i f you don ' tstart showing progress."Asbestos contamination is wide-spread in Libby. where hundreds ofhomes have vennicul i t e insulat ionthat needs to be s a f e l y removed.H u n d r e d s of homes also have theproduct in gardens, \ f e r m i c u l i t e hasalso been found under the runningtracks at Libby H i g h School andM i d d l e School, and under the sandplayground at Plummer School ,where it was used as fill.The CAG also heard reports ofanother new found area of asbestoscontamination. An of f ic ial from

Burlington Northern-Sante FeRailroad reported (hat his workcrews have found extremely highlevels of surface asbestos on rail-road tracks that used to carry ver-miculite f rom the mine and still gothrough town.Peronard said te s t s show thetracks have the highest l e v e l s ofairborne asbestos yet found in 'Libby He said he would meet thisweek with railroad o f f i c i a l s , whop l a n to clean the tracks and con-taminated area



Producer not a f f i l i a t e d with W.R. Grace
Editor:Four years ago. on the recom-mendation of a friend, my son andI came from Texas to Libby for ourfirst-ever f ly f i sh ing experience.' We hired a guide from a local out-f i t t e r and had a tremendous vaca-tion on the Kootenai River. We en-joyed it so much that we repeated itthe next year.About two years ago, I becameaware of the W.R Grace/asbestosmine story. The compelling natureand the human side of the storygrabbed hold of me and wouldn'tlet go. I was born and reared in asoutheastern Oklahoma town justs l ight ly bigger than Libby.As a former news anchor andreporter for the Dallas ABC affili-ate TV station, and owner formany years of my own productioncompany, I was driven to help tell

this story of so many people ad-versely a f f e c t e d by an industrialand environmental disaster of un-precedented magnitude. I decidedearly this year to produce a featurelength documentary on the story,and my crew and I have made sev-eral trips to Libby already, shootingfoo tage and conducting interviewswith those most a f f e c t e d Wfe 'v ebeen overwhelmed by the warmth,cooperation and earnest willing-ness to help on the part of so manypeople w e ' v e met.Our intent is not to cast the cityof Libby or its residents in an unfa-vorable light, but to tell the story insuch a way that'it wi l l , h op e fu l ly ,help in some small way to see to itthat it never happens again to anygroup of people or town.Having said that, I was dis-tressed to learn recently that some-

one had started a rumor that my ef-f or t s were, in fac t , being underwrit-ten by W.R Grace and that thedocumentary would be slanted. Ab-solutely nothing could be furtherfrom the truth. My e f f o r t s are en-tirely s e l f - f unded , and my booksand expense records are open forany and all who'd care to see them.I have no political or corporate tiesin this endeavor and my intent andsole motivation is to tell this storyin a way that will be revealing, fair ,possibly surprising and even touch-ing. But it will not be slanted. Itwill s imply tel l the truth as we f indit and hear it from others.The only contact I've ever hadwith W.R Grace ever is a certifiedletter I sent to Paul J. Morris atcompany headquarters in Mary-land, requesting an interview to an-swer some of the material we and

others have acquired. It would notbe objective of me if I didn't atleast give them an opportunity torespond. So far, they haven't .I will appear before any groupor individual at any time to answeiquestions about my intent, integrityor motivation. But please don'tdraw any unwarranted conclusionsuntil you've asked me to do that.In the meantime, I look forwardto a continuing relationship withdozens of people I've met and in-terviewed and hope there will bemany more as we advance our ef-f or t s in t e l l i n g this story for as wid<an audience as we can f ind.Michael BrownMichael Brown Productions, Inc.Arlington, Texaswww.mbpvideo.com
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Updat
News and information of

the communities served by

Send announcements to:"Update," The Montanian,
P.O. Box 946, Libby, MT 59923

Asbestos support
group meets

Are you or someone you careabout dealing with the e f f e c t s of
asbestos exposure? Do you wish
you could talk to others who un-
derstand how you fee l? Consider
joining the free asbestos support
group that meets every first and
third Thursday. The group will
meet next on Thursday, May 31.
at 7 p.m. at 415 Louisiana Ave.
Everyone is welcome. For more
information, please call Laura
Sedler at 293-0180.
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A C O M M E K T A R Y O K T H E N E W S B Y D A V I D F . L A T H A M

F l a s h l i g h t s on foM o n t a n a ____ rmTuesday, May 153REAT FALLS — A conaf l t -ant tor Glacier National ParirsaysUie p V o j e c t to repair and improveGoingAo-die-Sun RoadjHroughthe parkoould cost $360 m i l l i o n intourism revenue to the park regionand to the stale as aKvhole. Theloss would likeh/occur even if theconstruction i/urned to avoid peaktravel perilThe road /rehabilit3hon isneeded because decadesof heavysummer/na f f i c and severe \eadierhave damaged the road. The\ro j -Od begin as early as 2<"

interest in2002 by hiringager.Jim MessinaBaucus staffBaucus"cam

asked U.S. H e a l t h and HumanSenices Secretan Tommy Thomp-son — die nation's highest healtho f f i c i a l — to correct a g l i t ch thatlias denied Medicare coverage formany Libby residents s u f f e r i n gfrom asbestos-related illnesses.Medicare claims are being re-jected by Heal th and Human Sen -ices because of a coding systemthat assumes die claims are die re-sult of occupational exposure andd o n ' t qua l i fy f o r Medicare. Most o fdie rejected claims are from f a m i l ymembers of Libby vermiculiteminers who brought home asbestosf ibers on dieir clodiing.A p p r o x i m a t e l y 2.000 peop l e areexpected to have lung abnormali-ties linked to the former W.R.Grace vermiculite mine nearLibby. At least 88 people have al-ready died from asbestos-relatedillnesses.Baucus learned about the f e d -eral g l i t c h at a publ ic meetingApril 1 1 in Libby
rWay, M s k V I S —S ' T h c D reh

HELENA — Sen. Baucus has of Regents dimuuinol d l a T f i m i o n

n 7-3-0 1 3,3,



EPA update: Asbe s to s in Libbyschools and publ i c spaces
The U.S. Environmental Pro-tection Agency (EPA) will be sam-p l ing schools and other publ i c

the summer of 2001. The agencywill clean up areas where asbestoscontamination is found at levelsthat are known to pose a risk to hu-man health.EPA has done visual inspectionsof all the school yards in Libby. Inaddition, samples were collectedfrom most walkways and p l a y ar-eas. EPA continues to request infor-mation about vermiculite in anyform that was deposited at any ofthe schools for any use. T h i s willh e lp sampling e f f o r t s on spec i f i cproperties at the schools that other-wise may not be sampled. Pleasecall 293-6194 with informationabout vermiculite at schools.
Libby H i g h SchoolA licensed and certified asbes-tos inspector inspected the schoolinterior on Jan. 22, 2000. The in-spections included air sampling,dust sampling, and a visual walk-through. The inspectors reviewedall previous AHERA (Asbes tosHazard Emergency Response Act)inspection documents. The interiorinspection and review showed ni6asbestos problems.Recently, EPA sampled the soilunder the school tracks and on thef oo t ba l l f i e l d . Three samples fromthe tracks showed vermiculite oreat a depth of between 2-6 inchesand contained asbestos concentra-tions ranging from 3-8 percent as-bestos by weight. The foo tba l l f i e l dwas also sampled for asbestos be-cause of a rumor that vepniculite .ore had been used to ooristruct it. ,Three samples from the center ofthe f oo t ba l l f i e l d showed no asbes-tos. Most recently, vermiculite wasfound around the perimeter of thetrack and covered.EPA has concluded that there isnot an immediate risk f r om the as-bestos at the track, but that it couldpresent a management problem inthe future such as when construc-tion in the area disturbs the soil.The tracks are scheduled to be re-moved this summer and recon-structed over clean soil.

Libbv M i d d l e SchoolA licensed and certified asbes-tos inspector inspected the schoolinterior on Jan. 23. 2000. The in-spections included air sampl ing,dust sampling, and a visual walk-through. The inspectors reviewedall previous AHERA inspectiondocuments. The interior inspectionand review showed no asbestosproblemsRecently. EPA sampled the soilunder the track at teach of thetrack curves and at the edges of thetrack at these four locations. Twosamples were taken at the center ofthe track. Several samples weretaken at other locations on themiddle school grounds. The foursamples from the track showed be-tween 0 and 2 percent asbestos byweight at a depth of 0-2 inches. Ata depth of 2-24 inches, asbestos in-creased to between 2-8 percent.Since the asbestos that EPA de-tected is all at d e p t h and. in somecases, covered by the track. EPAconcluded that there is not cur-rent ly a risk of exposure. Like thehigh school, however, even buried

asbestos can present long-termmanagement problems during con-struction. The p lans are to removethe middle school track this sum-mer and reconstruct it over cleansoil.
Asa Wood ElementaryA licensed and certified asbes-tos inspector inspected the schoolinterior on Jan. 23.2000. The in-spections included air sampling,dust sampling, and a visual walk-through. The inspectors reviewedall previous AHERA inspectiondocuments. The interior inspectionand review showed no asbestosproblems. Several school represen-tatives suspected insulation wasblown into the block walls. Insula-tion was not ident i f i ed during theAHERA inspection and EPA couldnot verify the presence withoutperforming destructive sampling.Recently, EPA took samples atthe playground and walkways. Novermiculite was reported or seenand no asbestos was detected in thesamples.
McGrade ElementaryA licensed and certified asbes-tos inspector inspected the schoolinterior on Jan. 23,2000. The in-spections included air sampling,dust sampling, and a visual walk-through. The inspectors reviewedall previous AHERA inspectiondocuments. The interior inspectionand review showed no asbestosproblems.Recently, EPA took samples atthe playground and walkways. Novermiculite was reported or seenand no asbestos was detected in thesamples, ..,. ..• •.-.
Plummer ElementaryA licensed and certified asbes-tos inspector inspected the schoolinterior on Jan. 22, 2000. The in-spections included air sampling,dust sampling, and a visual walk-through. The inspectors reviewedall previous AHERA inspectiondocuments. The interior inspectionand review showed no asbestosproblems.Recently, EPA took seven sam-p l e s at the former ice rink area onthe south side of the school build-ing beyond the bicycle rack. Onesample showed asbestos level s of 5percent at the surface as a result ofvermiculite ore tai l ings that hadbeen previously placed at that loca-tion. Although there are no otherobvious problems, EPA is investi-gating the rest of the schoolgrounds.EPA has temporarily coveredthe area with sand and will removethe material and replace it withclean fill once the school year isover. Based on the results. EPAwill take additional samples fromthe soccer area immediately east ofthe former skating pond.
Yaak School DistrictA licensed and certified asbes-tos inspector inspected the schoolinterior during the second week ofA p r i l 2001. The inspections in-cluded air sampling, dust sam-p l i n g , and a visual walk-through.The inspectors reviewed all previ-ous AHERA inspection docu-ments. The interior inspection andreview showed no asbestos prob-lems. No vermiculite was reportedor seen outside and no asbestos

was detected in the samples.
F i r e m a n ' s ParkEPA did not conduct air sam-p l i n g at Fireman's Park. Soil sam-ple s taken recently from several ar-eas around the Park showed lessthan 1 percent asbestos by weight,at one out of seven sampling loca-tions. Thi s result was in a sub-surface soil sample, at least 2inches below the ground surface.No other areas of vermiculite werereported or seen. EPA will takemore samples to better delineateany contamination in this area.

Lincoln PlaygroundEPA did not conduct air sam-p l i n g at this playground. No ver-miculite was reported or seen andno asbestos was detected in foursamples that were taken.
What does this all mean to you?If any immediate risk to schoolchildren is found, EPA will takeimmediate action to correct theproblem by cleaning up contami-nated soil. EPA will keep you up todate on the latest results andcleanup plans.

Depth of samplesEPA is most concerned aboutsoils which are contaminated at thesurface or just below the surfacewhere kids might kick up dust andbe exposed to airborne asbestos fi-bers. If EPA f i n d s an unacceptablelevel of asbeptos at the surface ofthe soil; stepjf will be taken to cover |it until school is out for the sum-mer and theh a permanent removal |and soil replacement will occur intheswrnmer. - , •••.- : . -*•• .--.-r
Percen^of asbestos by y eightEPA is concerned about asoes-tos concentrations of 3-8 percentbecause exposure at these levelshas resulted in asbestos-related ill-ness in other situations. '

How do I know I was erooged «tthe high school or middle 9CBbel:

tracks?EPA believes that the vermicu-lite ore was brought rrotri the rrMearea and placed on the high school, :

track in approximately 1973. As- ^phalt was placed on the track inapproximately 1983 and an all-weather surface put on in 1984. Itis reasonable to assume that youwere exposed to asbestos fibers ifyou were running on the track be-tween 1973 and 1983 or before theasphalt running track was placedover the vermiculite.
If I believe mv child or I havebeen exposed, what should I do?ATSDR and EPA recommendconsulting your doctor or a publichealth official who specializes inasbestos exposure, as a good f ir s tstep. You can call the Center forAsbestos Related Disease in Libbyat 293-9274 for additional infor-mation. There are individual expo-sure factors which make it difficultto recommend a single course ofaction for everyone. Although an-other round of medical screeningwill occur this summer, because ofthe long latency period for asbes-tos-related diseases, these screen-ing tools are generally not e f f e c t i v efor screening children.



Q
ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s Inve s t iga t i on
• I recently read that EPA f o u n d less than 1% (or trace
• level s) of asbestos at Fireman 1 s Park and other locations >
that were sampled. Is that a s a f e level? 2
T h i s is a very d i f f i c u l t question and at this time we are not sure. Levels at 1% or >

•less may be safe. Even higher levels could be considered safe at remote locations s
where no one comes in contact with the material. The key to determining whether there
is a risk is exposure. If there is no exposure pathway, i.e.. a way for the asbestos to get
into your body, such as contact with the material, or people driving over the material so
that they breathe in the f ibers , there is no risk. Levels of 1% or less could present a risk
where there is enough activity to stir up soil and cause asbestos f iber s to become air-
borne. f\

fAt Fireman's Park, the sample where asbestos was found was two inches or more under
the soil, not l ik e ly to become airborne. It could, however, become a problem in the fu-
ture if construction is done there. There are a few other locations similar to the situation
of Fireman's Park. At these locations EPA will take more samples to better d e f in e the
studies, and wi l l try to evaluate more precisely the risks of breathing in airborne asbes-
tos f ibers. \Io0In the meantime, when EPA f i n d s higher asbestos concentration in areas where exposure
is l ike ly , EPA will begin cleanup as quickly as possible. T h i s is why EPA began
cleanup of the Export and Screening Plants last year, and will undertake cleanup at
Plummer Elementary, Libby High School, Libby M i d d l e School and some other proper-
ties this summer.

For more information please call:
Wendv Thomi at 406-441-1150 extension 241



Asbestos d i d n ' t ruin Libby; t h e f u t u r e remains bright
O0«t
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Editor:There has been much discussionof late concerning the asbestosproblem in Libby. In many re-
spects, it has become a f e ed ingfrenzy for the media and only thenegative side of the situation is be-
ing told. There is another, morepositive side.Libby is alive and well. I havelikened the situation to a similarproblem at Butte. Suppos e you
picked up the Montana Standardand read: "People dying of silicosisand odier lung diseases; Butte
mines are to blame!" You mightdoubt the headline, but it is true.

However, the causes of Buttedeaths due to silicosis and otherlung diseases are history.
The situation here in Libby ismuch the same. People here dohave asbestosis and related mala-dies. There have been f o l k s whohave died of these diseases. Butyou cannot get them now, unless,of course, you go to the old minesite and dig around in the groundand wallow in the dirt.Our situation is much akin towhen a tornado or other disasterh i t s a community. There can be

casualties, injury and propertydamage. But, when i t ' s a l l over,

the community rebuilds, tends to
its casualties and the injured andlife goes on.

Those who are concerned maywish to check the May EPA "FactSheet" concerning the local schoolsand public spaces. The report
shows no problems encounteredduring the EPA sampling, espe-cially at the Libby schools.The air and water in Libby isprobably as clean or cleaner thanany city in Montana. We would notbe living here if the general popu-lation thought there were a prob-lem. The asbestos issue lias beenmagnified by the media and there

lias been little coverage given tothe other side of the issue, except inour local newspapers and radio.
I ' d invite y o u t o come t o Libbyand see for yourself . Toxic dust is

not blowing in the street. The grassis green, the air is clean and we do
not feel we should publicize or am-plify a problem that is mainly in
the past tense, and where it is not.the problem is being addressed.Howard McDonald,executive director of the Libby

Area Chamber of Commerce
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The Agency of Toxic Substancesand Disease Registry (ATSDR). apublic hea l th agency of the U.S.Department of Health and Human
Services, is currently t e s t ing ap-proximate ly 330 Libby-area resi-dents as part of a study using high-
resolution computed tomography -or CT- scans to evaluate the e f f e c -tiveness of tradit ional chest x-raysin i d e n t i f y i n g lung abnormalities
associated with asbestos exposure.The study is being done by
ATSDR in conjunction with the
Lincoln County H e a l t h Depart-
ment, Montana Department ofH e a l t h and Human Services, andthe Region VIII O f f i c e o f the U.S.Department of H e a l t h and HumanServices.

The objec t ive of the study is to

i scan s tudy in Libby
determine the prevalence rates ofvarious asbeslos-related abnormali-t ie s detected by the high-resolutionscans among three d i f f e r e n t risk
groups of asbestos-exposed indi-v idual s who l»ad indeterminate
chest x-rays from last year's asbes-tos medical t e s t i n g program. The
indeterminate re sul t s were those in
which one of the three physicianswho read the re sul t s i d e n t i f i e d apos s ib l e problem.

People selected to receive thescans had x-rays last year showing
uncertain re sul t s . Part i c ipant s , who
have already been noti f ied by let ter,were i d e n t i f i e d lo represent thecategories of peopl e who part ic i-pated in lasl year ' s medical t e s t ingprogram.

Comput ed tomography (or CT)

scans are sens i t ive .x-rays that areanalyzed by a computer. CT scans
are u s e fu l in i d e n t i f y ing d i f f e r e n c e sin tissues, tlu'ckness of the lung
w a l l , and the types of and size ofany lesions that may be present.The high-resolution CT scan
s t u d y is par! of (lie Libby Coininu
niry Environmental H e a l t h Project
The purpose of the program is toi d e n t i f y h e a l t h e f f e c t s t l i a t manyhave been caused by asbestos expo-Mire so that peopl e can be referredfor evaluation and treatment.The init ial asbestos medical test
ing. which began in July 2000. andwas completed in November. Thet e s t i n g included more than 6000
part i c ipant s . A T S D R will publ i sh
its f i n d i n g s f rom the initial roundof t e s t i n g th i s summer. A second

round of tes t ing for those not tested ATSDR Regional Representativelast year wil l be o f f e r e d later this Dan Strausbaugh at (406) 293 -
«••"—- 2728 in Libby. or at (406) 441 -

1120. ext. 257. in Helena. Mont.
summer.

Community members seekingin format ion on the Libby medical
testing program should contact



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers about
A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on

• W h a t shou ld I do if I have not received s a m p l i n g result s
*from s a m p l i n g that was done pr ior to th i s summer?

, You may always call the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 293-6194 to request s a m p l i n g results.
There are several reasons why you may not have received s a m p l i n g results. In October one of
EPA's main contractors went bankrupt. T h i s caused delays in many o f EPA's activities. One
of the ac t ivi t i e s that was most d i srupted was the data management process. EPA began imme-
d i a t e l y to get a new database set up. We worked with a new contractor to be able to enter new
data and retrieve data for residents who were awaiting sampl ing results. The database is now
workable and EPA can access s a m p l i n g results for those sample s that have been analyzed.
It is po s s i b l e that your samples have not yet been analyzed. Very few of the soil and vermicu-
l i t e sample s taken in March 2000 and later were analyzed. Residents whose sample s were
taken around that t ime may have received results for air and dust , but not for soil and ver-
miculi te You may remember that EPA stopped analyzing soil and vermiculite samples at that
t ime because we were d i s s a t i s f i e d with the approved analyt ical methods. EPA began des igning
a study to evaluate methods which might prove to be more accurate. The study is about to be-
gin. The backlog of sample s which have not been analyzed w i l l be used as a part of the study.
The samples wi l l be analyzed using the currently approved method (PLM) and other methods
which may be more accurate, e.g. Scanning Electron Microscopy and I n f r a r e d Spectroscopy.
EPA wi l l send out r e s id en t s ' s a m p l i n g results as soon as they become avai lable .
We're sorry if you have not received your results for these or any other reasons. We know that
it is difficult to wait for these important results. T h a n k you for your patience with us over the
months. We wi l l continue to send out results and encourage you to call the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n
Center if you would l ike to f i n d out the status of your samples.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n p l ea s e cal l:
EPA Informat i on Center. 293-6194, or Wendy Thomi at 406-441-1150 extension 241

uoQ



Q. S t . J o h n ' s
Lutheran

H o s p i t a l
Q. What is the hospital doing with the $3.5 millionappropr ia t i on?
Jt • The Grant was restricted by the legislature to be used only for

renovation and equipment. The upgrades we have chosen to make
with those funds will improve our services for the community byexpanding and combining our Emergency Department and Prompt Care
Clinic into a shared space, providing a permanent location for the CARD
(asbestos) Clinic, implementing a computerized medical record system,
and converting our X-ray Department to state-of-the-art electronic
imaging technology (filmless xrays). Because no part of the 3.5 million
can be placed in a savings account to support these changes; extensive

\fundraising efforts will begin this summer to
fund a Permanent Endowment Fund to support
the hospital into the future.

L U T H E R A N H O S P I T A LQuestions? Please C a l l 293-0100 extension 277 Excel lent Healthcare Close To Home

I
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Asbestos suppor tgroup meetsAre you or someone you careabout dealing with the e f f e c t s ofasbestos exposure? Do you wishyou could talk to others who un-derstand how you f e e l? Considerjoining the free asbestos supportgroup that meets every fir s t andthird Thursday. The groupmeets at 7 p.m. at 415 LouisianaAve. Everyone is welcome. Formore information, please callLaura Sedler at 293-0180.
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People can heal Libby's sorrow
fj ByRep.EUeenCarney,HD-821 [Editor S note: The following is the.(^ text of a speech given on Memorial—.. Day at the Libby asbestos victimsmemorial that was erected tempo-•^ rarity at Libby cemetery.]2 Thank you very much for the< honor you have given me by invit-ing me to speak to you today. I feelhumbled to be asked to be a part ofthe healing process that needs tocome because of the wound thathas been infl i c t ed on our town.This ceremony is important not.7 only to those of us who are here but^ also to the entire town of Libby and^ to Lincoln county.It is f i t t i n g that we hold thisceremony on Memorial Day - aday we set aside to honor thosewho have f a l l e n in a war. The menand women whose deaths thesecrosses commemorate did not dieon a ba t t l e f i e l d , but they were thevictims of the victory of greed overa concern for sa f e ty of workingpeople, hist as their deaths repre-sent the worst aspect of corporateAmerica, this ceremony shows the

good that results when the commu-nity of Libby works together.Ceremonies like this one areimportant because they represent afami ly or a community coming to-gether to share a special moment.Whether it is to celebrate a birth ormourn a death, rituals help peoplegive their strength on one anotherat a time when one person needsothers to lean on.Our ceremony today is a publicobservance of a private grief. Butbecause we are a community, whenone of us s u f f e r s , the whole com-munity su f f e r s . We can refer tocommunity on three d i f f e r e n t lev-els. The families of those we arehonoring today is one community.The people like me who havewatched friends die is another, andthe Libby's people is another.This is an important ceremonybecause it helps all of these d i f f e r -ent community groups to heal. Theword heal means to make whole, tofree from something distressing.Families are important for helpingus bear sorrow together.

I remember when my husbanddied, I f e l t like my cousins weregathering about me, holding meclose, letting me know that 1 wasnot alone. They helped me begin tofeel whole again. That is what weare doing here for one another.Whenever one of us f e e l s grief ,the whole community f e e l s thepain. And the whole communitymust participate in the healing pro-cess. By coming together here, thef ami ly of Libby shares the pain thatall of you f ee l . Today will serve tomake all of you know that you arenot alone in your sorrow.Besides this, the town of Libbyneeds to heal i t s e l f . It has been adifficult experience for the peoplenot a f f e c t e d . Many people in townwish the problem would just goaway. We wish it could go away aswell. But that is not possible. Weare faced with a situation and wemust get through it. The only waywe will survive this problem is bycoming together.The work all of you have donealready shows the unity that Libby

is capable of. from the businessesthat donated the materials, to thosewho worked to put the crosses to-gether, to those who did the letter-ing, to those who spent the longhours necessary to put them up.Libby has responded many times inthe past when one of its citizenswas hurting. We know what Libbyis capable of when asked to helpsolve a problem.There are good aspects to thistragedy as well. Just as growth canonly come through adversity, soLibby will be a better place whenwe get to the other side of thisproblem. Not only will the worldknow that the land and houses areclean, but also we will share amore united spirit and work to-gether better than we have before.These crosses represent the peopie who have died. But they alsoserve to remind us that by pul l ingtogether we can tackle anything.They are a sign of the greater worwe can do because we need to he£the town and to bring it together.
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*":• - When this asbestos issue cameto light in the fall of 1999, we inLibby thought we had a reclama-tion problem at the mine site. Somerdf uŝ qqv^ that there waxasbestojsflu that mountain, x̂ we ltid.(i\pt>-Mericed^K TtevasatioTi caused by-the early death of aloved one! Wethen learned that not only the VworJkers had been put at risk, butf in s toxic f iber had been brought :

home on the miners' clothing, ex7posing their families as well.Then came the reafoation, uponstudy of the 1985 EPA report on"Asbestos - Contaminated \cr-mJct ih t e / " tha f these toxic asbestosfibers become airborne and may" remain <tirborne for days and eveninde f ini t e ly, depending on f iber sizeand weather conditions, p o t e n t i a l l yexposing all who live in the area.The Montanian newspaperthought the peopl e liad the need toknow and provided a very goodbreakdownof tni s report in theirfree newspaper. We then learned ofdocumented afar monitoring per-f orn i edby W J t G r a c e i n 1975,wrscitshowedI occupational levelsof\i(63ac|JoBution in "downtownjjtoj? at a time when fiber levels" d S a i f e f i e e n l o w d u e t o v

weather conditions.The federal government rer.,sponded in 2000 with the initiationof a medical screening of the pep-,pfc who lived in Libby during theexposure vears, and a p u b j i c aotifi-* physicians in tl

L, but we• . • . - . , , , » , %there is l i t t l e thai c a a b e d o i » . : ^ f f > n e tmedically to address asbestos-dis-,.>iiow,, ;;;;;//• >' •, ;

case in early stage^the x-rays pro^- . . j .. Then they saidpf the prehmi-vide ^ current picture and are yalu- naty f ind ing s from the medicalable iothe individual and their

posurejto the workers ad their, | Z$hc s c j f e n i n jf ami l i e s b u t t h e exposure went t o l - ' • - * - • - r " 'the residential population as weH ;. T4ie informed pubhe responded,with the initial screening participa-tion of over 6,000 residents andformer residents being screened fora^xstos exposure.At the: request of the Comrnu-;mty Advisory Group, the Agencyfor-Toxic Substances and DiseaseRegistry provided a preliminary re-port of the medical screening, withX-ray results of 919 workers, fam-ily members and other residents ofLibby. Based on these f indings , if •one would exclude the workers andt l i c ir f a m i l y members, the f i n d i n g sshow that roughly 25 percent of thegeneral population are showing,pleural abnormalities on x-ray;.'which is indicative of asbestos ex-posure and disease.';-" "'•.;-. '-• ~_ ~^\',7.I would urge the f o l k s whrj haifenot been screened to participate inthe^ccond round of screening Id be

Screening, "Oh, you carrt believe
t n e f e d e r

valuable uuormation about the fullextent of the needs of thisicpmrnu-ruty so that help can be soulghtThese diseases arc very expensiveand the costs are beyond the meansof most people in this community,even as. co-payment to insurance.Many times in the past yeaf-and-a-harf I have wished that thishad never come to light Iti|S' i

nightmare for us wlio work hard tof ind solutions, and for those af- , ,nicted. But it is a sad reality thatwe of Libby must face. Had th i s notcome to light many in this com-munity would have been and maystill be faced with certain financialdevastation. We need help. Our .health has been compromised and

, these pro f i t e er s say to us,"Vfeu don't want to become a Su-perfund site because i t ' l l hurt thecbmmunity." ' • :\Vfell,, W,FL Grace, our commu-nity is already hurting, but t l ianksfor the free advice! When weneeded good advTcc, you were si-lent. You could have toW us thatyou were going to poison mis com-munity and we should pack up ourfamilies, and leave. The next thing Iexpect to hear from W.R Grace is aplea o f ignorance: ' ' W e just d i d n ' tknow about the dangers of trcmo- _lite asbestos. If we liad, we cer-tainly wouldn't have put the s t u f f at"your schools for your children to; playla" Y ' . . ' ' . - , - ' : ' / 1 , , . V \ . 'People of Libby, We "need to pull

.and walls of our homes need to becleaned of this s t u f l t our gardensand other contaminated areas intown need to be deaned up. Weneed funding for the long termmedical need off f iBitidrnniurii^: -u

J GovermneJi t s f tQ gH l e v p f c fjiiledto-protects us. .Oncrgovfenxfttoil hasacknowledged that f a i l ur e and thatis our federal government. UncleSam is reaching out a hand to adrowning community and we needto take hold- We need to be a unitedcommunity again and we need toask for much-deserved help, as aunited voice. We may even need toask loudly, but we need to take thehand that is oaf only hope. .--•.

our business commuhity is in direstraits. Yet who do we blame? Each together. The sooner we do^theo t h e r f . : " ; ' ; . : x ; , : ; . : , - ; ; • ' ' ; : . . ' "The corporate prof i t e er s pro^vided this nightmare for Libby.These prof i t eers said ini t ial ly there
Vfe are far beyond the point ofrnrning away from this, problem. .x this disaster so thatd o n e , b y A T S D R t i n s f e l l White, kwas no rf lob tem back then aaJis •;WEcanjebouad from, rt The attics

&
Libby is like a race horse thkt^"lias been winning races for over a ^century, now to come up lame with :a sore foot . Let's not send this_>.=? -k^horse to the cannery. Let's heat t h f e ;*prob f e fn arid win niore*Tace§x * *"??We will rebound fanathis , andwe 6rice"again will say that we livei n G o d ' s Country. , , j . , ;C l i n t o n Maynard, LibbyPS. Many p eop l e hid to die pre-matureh, so that the peopl e ofLibby today might have a better fu-ture than might have been. Let's .no t- fa i l them.

Lawyers win w h i l e v ic t ims lose
Editor "̂Wifli Libby in the f i n a l s for Su-perfund designation, 1 can't butwonder where the f ive to 10 cars ofZonohte, per day, w&rt *And I can't help but wonderwhen the bcr/a x-rays will be Ilaughed out of existence and somecat scans with personal l i f e s t y l e. questions will be asked. ,-Arri I wonder hew the EPA be-came a research assistant, and
"̂̂ ""̂ ^̂

scare in mger for UK Trial Lawyersof Ainc. ica, Inc. What a growth in- ^dustry! t lxcept that individualswho sulicr receive httle.The community called Libby isbranded and castigated, and somelawyers gel f i l t h y rich' What a sadstate of .nTairs; over 2 percentchance of cancer f i p r n tremoliic as- •:bestos. : ""• '"':€^,•'.''-"--iii-"^Rob vmia^i^i^^



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t iga t i on
• Are all the asbestos-related lung changes showing up
*in the screening a result of asbestos in the air today?

A * No. Asbes tos-related damage to lungs as shown on x-rays of p e o p l e who have
•gone through the medical screening must necessarily be a result of PAST expo-

sure. Because of the latency of health e f f e c t s from asbestos, the te s t ing does not indicate
that p e o p l e are breathing asbestos in the air today.
Data from air monitoring f rom January 2000 through December 2000 showed no levels
of asbestos f i b e r s in Libby's outdoor air that pose a health risk except what was found
near the Export and Scre en ing Plant sites, Rainy Creek Road (4 miles f rom Libby) and
up at the mine site.
At the two former proc e s s ing sites, where a cleanup was necessary because of f i b e r lev-
els in the soil, EPA took every precaution to eliminate exposure to asbestos during
cleanup EPA will pave Rainy Creek Road in the summer of 2001.
Phase 2 S a m p l i n g which EPA is beginnif lg. thi s week is expected to reveal more about
indoor air levels of asbestos to which peop l e may be exposed.
For more in f ormat i on c a l l :

W e n d y T h o m i , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X 2 4 1



Grace s h o u l d payfor t h e i r crimes
Editor:

I would like to ask you to keep encouraging peopl e to call their rep-
resentatives in Washington.

W.R. Grace had prior knowledge of the health risks involved in
their operations, to the point that they set funds aside to s e t t l e damage
suits.

I believe it is time to convene a special grand jury to investigate
these charges. A large number of p eop l e have, and will continue, to
die because of W.R. Grace's negligence and a t t empt s to conceal the
dangers of their operations.

It's time to hold someone criminally responsible for these crimes.
Robert Baxby, Libby
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Grace, the good guy??!
(Edi tor ' s note: The f o l l o w i n g let-ters were sent in response to theabove letter from W.R. Grace.)
February 27. 2001
Mr. Steven A. HermanAssistant AdministratorEnforcement & Compliance Assur-anceEnvironmental Protection AgencyRoom 3204-Arial Rios FederalBldg.1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NWWashington, DC 20004
Dear Assistant Administrator Her-man:We feel compelled to write thisletter to you to express our sinceredisappointment that W.R. Grace istrying to portray the EnvironmentalProtection Agency (EPA) as the vil-lain in the cleanup of Libby, Mon-tana.We have read the W.R. Graceletter to you from W i l l i a m Cor-coran dated Jan. 18.2001. In Mr.C o r c o r a n ' s letter, he seems to becontused of who is really to blamefor the tragedy that has raineddown on this sleepy l i t t l e town inNorthwest MontanaMr. Corcoran tries to imply thatW.R. Grace lias been bending overbackwards to resolve the outstand-ing environmental disaster in ourcommunity. That assertion is abso-lute ly fal s e . W.R. Grace has beenthe main entity that has prolongednot only the ongoing cleanup butalso the pain and s u f f e r i n g many inLibby are having to go through.Mr. Corcoran asserts that "priorto the news stones that broke in .theSeatt l e Post-Intelligencer, we(Grace) had no reason to believe

that there was a continuing envi-ronmental problem in the commu-nity." All one would have to do islook at all the personal injury law-suits f i l e d against Grace in the pastf ive years, and one would come tothe conclusion that were fullyaware there were continuing prob-lems.The truth of the matter is Graceslithered-out of towrbabauj 10 yearsago hoping the truth would neversurface. Grace even held budgetmeetings in the 1980s to determinehow much money would be neededto be set aside for this very environ-mental disaster they "had no reasonto believe existed."Mr. Corcoran indicated Graceput into place a medical packageassist those who become ill. Theymay very well have such a plan inplace, but they were dragged kick-ing and f i g h t i n g all the way to evenget the benefit level to where it isnow. Several of the medical profes-sional services organization inLibby still are insisting the planf a l l s tar short of where it needs tobe to fully meet the needs of thosewho are goirig.to die from this ter-rible disease.We believe the crux of Mr. Cor-coran's letter was to somehow paintthe EPA coordinator and his staffas a menace to Libby and any coop-erative effort to resolve outstandingissues in Libby. The truth is quite tothe contrary, the EPA coordinatorand his staff have been very profes-sional and open to Libby residents.Our frustrations come not from thework performed by EPA, but thefeet dragging done by W.R. Grace.True, Libby residents, are nothappy about long it has taken to ac-complish the work thus tar. Many

have lived with this tragedy for adecade or more and would like forthings to move along more quickly.Libby residents need answers.Those answers are certainly not go-ing to come from W.R. Grace.They have proven themselves to bean untrustworthy source of infor-mation. They hid the dangers of theexposure of tremolite asbestos fromtheir employees and the commu-nity W.R Grace built an alliancewith the state of Montana years agoto allow an exposure study only ift j ie results weren't released Wel l ,they are released now, with hun-dreds in Libby diagnosed withsome degree of asbestos exposure
We as a community and a Com-munity Advisory Group would re-sist any attempt by W.R. Grace toa p p l y pressures to you to removethe Libby EPA site coordinator andhis staff. We have spent the last 14months or so getting comfortablewith the current EPA staff. Any at-tempt by W.R. Grace to somehowpaint a different picture of the helpthe EPA has provided thus farshould really give you a pretty goodidea that they have ulterior motivesfor Mr. C o r c o r a n ' s ramblings.The best way for you to get thereal picture of Libby, Montana, iscome out and experience the com-munity for yourself. One of theCommunity Advisory Group mem-bers mil even pick you up at theairport.Don't rely on the very entity thatlias caused all this damage. Theywere not honest with their employ-ees or the community. They won'tbe honest with you.Thank you.Don Wilkins, Libby, Mont

Grace t ry ingto kill investi-gation, again
Editor:I am forwarding to you a letter Isent to senators Bums and Baucusabout the Jan. 18.2001. letter fromW.R Grace Vice President BillCorcoran to the EPA, and a re-sponse from learning about the pro-posed iSPA budget Q».Sounds like 1985 all over again!I hope all of us as Community Ad-visory Group members respondearly and o f t en to our Congres-sional delegation and anyone elsewho will listen before it is too late.Don AGurine Wilkins :

To: Sen BurnsCc: Senator BaucusSent: Wednesday, February 28.2001 7:43 PMSubject: EPA FundingFebruary 28,2001Senator Conrad BumsU.S. SenateWashington, D.C.
Dear Senator Burns:Well, the process to shut downthe Libby cleanup lias started; justas I predicted last summer. I madethe statement last summer that ifGeorge Bush was elected presidentthat the problems at Libby woulddisappear, over night.What did I hear in the news to-day? Bush to cut $500 million fromEPA funding. Sounds exactly likewhat happened in the early '80sSenator, when Ronald Reaganwas president. J. Peter Grace usedhis influence with Reagan, not tochange the environmental laws, butto just cut the funding for the inves-tigations and the regulatory arms of

the agency.This news, coupled with the Jan,18.2001, letter from Grace spokes-person W i l l i a m Corcoran to EPAAssistant Administrator StevenHerman gives rise to additionalconcern that W.R Grace is uppingthe ante this time around. Not onlywill they be successful in get t ingfund ing cut for the Libby pro j e c t ,but they will also be successful ingetting the Libby site EPA coordi-nator out of W.R. Grace's hair.That way they can brin&wnsomej:one new who toes the company linejust like what has been happeningfor the past 40 years.In the letter from Corcoran tothe assistant administrator. Graceportrays the problems, s u f f e r i n gand the anxiety many of us have inLibby on the EPA site coordinatorand his staff. How further from thetruth could they be!I do not want the current site co-ordinator removed and am askingyou to make sure that doesn't hap-pen. Even with the f ive bucks thatBush leaves him to investigate andclean-up Libby, he and his staffhave done more to help Libby thanany state or federal agency hasdone in 40 years. Grace just doesn'tlike to hear or read the truth oftheir corporate indi f f er ence for thepast 30 years.In addition, I would like for youto provide some assurance from ourpresident that the project at Libbywill be ongoing and the victims inLibby will no longer be victimizedby politicians at the whim of corpo-rate America. I hope the electionbeing over hasn't removed any zealyou might have had to help thissleepy l i t t l e town in NorthwestMontana. Believe me, we are notasleep any longer.Don Wilkins, P.O. Box 335Libby, MX 59923



orace oniciai a u a c K S L i o o y c i ean-up enon
Letter to:Mr. Steven A. HermanAssistant AdministratorEnforcement & Compliance AssuranceEnvironmental Protection AgencyRoom 3204 - Ariel Rios Federal Building1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NWWashington, DC 20004
Dear Assistant Administrator Her-man:I f ee l compelled to write this let-ter to you to express my sinceredisappointment that W.R. Grace &|tt(Grace) and Environmental/ ^^ection Agency (EPA) could\ v V e r work out an appropriate set-tlement with regard to the situationin Lincoln County, Montana.For some time, Grace has at-tempted to enter into a non-adversarial negotiation with theEPA with respect to liabilities andobligations in Lincoln County,Montana. At one time, we thoughtthat we were very near to an agree-ment that would have settled ourobligations fa i r ly and completely.However, shortly af t er we thoughtwe had reached an agreement inprinciple, EPA returned to the tablesuggesting that the cost of such anagreement would be three times its1 suggestion. Because of this, Grace immediatelyi isod negotiations.\^/MoSL recently, the former Gov-ernor of Montana o f f e r e d his goodo f f i c e s to mediate an agreement onthe Libby issue. Both our overturedirectly to EPA and the G o v e r n o r ' sinitiative were rejected summarilyby the EPA for reasons that we atGrace have never understood. Lastmonth, still in the wake of its rejec-tion of Governor Racicot's offer tomediate. EPA inexplicably ap-

proached Grace to restart negotia-tions by reversing its position oncosts that original ly caused thebreakdown in August. Thi s wasclearly not a true offer becauseshortly a f t e r reaching our to us todiscuss its proposal, agency Staffinformed us that this wasn't reallya settlement offer but a way to letGrace pay for some of EPA's pastcosts and get some good PR whichwould help our sagging stock price.I broke off these discussions imme-diately because I thought they wereunprofessional.Why the EPA has chosen to dealwith the Libby situation in such amanner escapes me. As you know,the current management of Gracehas been in place for less than twoyears when the Seat t l e Post-Inte l l ig enc er stories about Libbyran. Prior to those news stories, wehad no reason to believe that therewas a continuing environmentalproblem in the community.[Editor's note: On Sept. 27, 2000,The Montanian published an inter-view with a former Grace em-ployee who said Grace set asidemillions of dollars e\>eryyear topay off victims of asbestos.] Whenwe learned that a problem mightexist, even though we and no oneelse h»d any other data to say thatit did, we acted s w i f t l y to try tomeet our responsibilities.Ouf f ir s t actions involved goingto the State of Montana, meetingwith the Governor and o f f e r i n gEPA an opportunity to pursue anon-adversarial conclusion to theissues confronted in Libby. Wemade an immediate commitmentto the community hospital for$250,000 a year as an expressionof our bona f ide s . We developed a

medical insurance program, whichwe o f f e r e d to any citizen of Libbywho might be ident i f i ed as havingan asbestos-related disease (an in-surance program which EPA staffrepeatedly criticized and urgedcommunity members not to join).'[Editor i note: This statement isblatantly untrue. No employee ofthe EPA has ever spoken publiclyagainst the Grace medical plan.The only people who have criti-cized the plan are residents ofLtbby who believe it is inade-quate.] We volunteered to performwork on any potent ial ly a f f e c t e dproperties in formal ly , and at nocost to government. We have madea significant investment to repro-duce and rum over relevant recordsto the EPA (in addition to all thoserequests for information made overthe last twenty years) and madeevery reasonable effort to cooperatewith Region 8 and with the EPAHeadquarters. We visited everymember of the Montana delegationand committed to work coopera-tively with the State and responsi-ble federal agencies to address anyimmediate health concerns if theyexisted. I was amazed at what f o l -lowed.The on-site staff lias put forwarda view independent from the rest ofEPA. The staff continues to pro-mote to all who will listen that as-bestos of the kind found in Libby issomehow signi f i cant ly more dan-gerous to human health than anyother fonn of asbestos, even thoughEPA's own documents repeatedlystate that EPA does not distinguishone form of asbestos from another.These same people have donenothing to re fute f a l s e and mislead-ing media reports which have sug-

gested that as many as 192 peopledie of asbestos-related disease inLibby even though the FederalG o v e r n m e n t ' s own statistics revealthat between 1968 and 1997 nomore than 23 peopl e died as a re-sult of asbestos-related disease.While 23 peopl e are too many, it isnot an epidemic. A responsibleEPA would have informed the pub-lic that even though these numbersare unacceptably high, the threat iss igni f i cant ly less than at f irs t re-ported, and thus reduced the fearthese more hysterical reports cre-ated in the community.So. let me sum up. Your on-scene coordinator and his col-leagues are taking positions regard-ing asbestos that EPA has nevertaken, despite its ongoing researchover the last several decades. Theyhave become legislators, regula-tors, and a research institutioncombined — and senior EPA man-agement has allowed this to hap-pen, and by its silence even encour-aged it.EPA staff continues to encour-age a high level of anxiety and fearin the community in spite of thefact that even its own monitoringdata doesn't support that posture.We had a chance to work coop-eratively when this whole situationstarted. I've never been able to un-derstand why you wouldn't let thathappen. Grace continues to beready to assume its responsibility.Will iam M. Corcoran, Vke PresidentPublic and Regulatory AffairsW.R Grace & Co.7500 Grace Dr.Columbia, MD 21044Phone 410-531-4203email william.corcoran(a)grace.com

Grace s h o u l d
f or t h e i r crin

Editor:
I would like to ask you to keep encouraging p

resentatives in Washington.
W.R. Grace had prior knowledge of the heal t l

their operations, to the point that they set f u n d s a
suits.

I believe it is time to convene a special grand
these charges. A large number of p e op l e have, ai
die because of W.R. Grace's negligence and atte
dangers of their operations.

I t ' s time t o hold someone criminally responsil
Robert Baxby, L i b b y



EPA wins lawsuit against Grace
The U.S. District Court inissoula ruled March 9 in favor ofU.S. Environmental Protectionand the Department of Jus-;, giving the federal governmentaccess to the W.R. Grace mineite and two other properties nearLibby to remove and dispose of as-' b e s t o s- contaminated soil. The rul-ing said that, "[Grace] must allow^access to the f lyway, bluffs andsite for all purposes."The three properties —*• oncepart of Grace's vermiculite miningand processing operation innow belong to KootenaiCompany, a GraceJ L i l

Wjnine site is approximately3.6QQafres seven miles northeasty. The second property, the

"Kootenai Fh/way," is located be-tween Hwy. 37 and the KootenaiRiver. The f lyway is adjacent to andupstream from Grace's former ver-miculite processing plant. A con-veyor belt connect the screeningplant to the third property, "theb l u f f s , " across the river from thescreening plant.On Jury 18, 2000, Grace boughta controlling ownership o f KDC'sstock and ordered the EPA off of itsproperties,On Sept. 14,2000, the U.S. Jus-tice Department on behalf of theEPA asked the District Court to or-der the company to allow full ac-cess to the three properties.All of the properties in the areabecame contaminated with deadlytremolite asbestos during the 70-

Troy library Pool open house. ' . . ' i . ' r . ' . ' p f t . . ' . . . ' • ' . ' , . ' , ? ! ' " ' . . " V ? ' " — * " . a w u K i r t i i u i M W i e m n u f u a i i i B i

year period that vermiculite wasmined from the site and processedin and around Libby. The vermicu-lite. which is used in home insula-tion and other products, was com-mingled with asbestos. Mining be-gan at fftf&te in about 1920 andcontinual until 1990, when Graceshut down the mine. Grace ownedthe mine and related propertiesf i x j m 1963 until 1994, when it soldthe mine and two processing p lant sto KDC and other entities.
. £ .Treasu
"OittBroai

The "treasure Tones. Libby' s

Jo Flashlights
this week

David Latham was busy
forming Irish music all last
ekend and he didn't have

: to write any F l a s h l i g h t s .
\ column will return next

ek.

the opfth house."As we've been doing fundrais-ers for the pool, that is the ques-tion tte h*re been asked the mostoften: where will the pool be?'says Barrick. "Those who attendthe open house and make theiropinions known will have a big in^fluence on the answer to that ques-tion."After the company completesthe study, twenty copies will be

avai lab f e forcommt!to look over."We will put several in the ti^brary an,d in other central Iaround (Own. People can look 1over and respond to the study*,will then send their questions; <cerns and comments back to 1quist Partnerships and the (pany will incorporate that fin to ' the ir final study," saidBarijrick.Barrick said the pool iis excited about the feas ib i l i ty
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/ t \ o * T / 4 A / M t f M A f l l 4 y A 6 b JMedical community gearing up for asbestos pat ient s
Special to The Montanianby Jeanie GentryThe Center for Asbestos RelatedDiseases (CARD) clinic. LibbyC l i n i c and Prompt Care havelearned up to respond to the f l o o dof pa t i ent s needing fo l l ow-upevaluation by a physician.Thousands of Libby-area resi-dent s recently received letters fromi he Agency for Toxic Substances;md Disease Registry (ATSDR)sa> my t h a t t h e i r asbestos medicalg r e e n i n g r e su l t s f rom last yearMio' . \ c c i some npe o f abnormality:! i . : i ::c\;d> f u n l i c r evaluation.Fh>M«;uiiH .i t Libb \ C l i n i c arepr iman h e a l i h c a r e pro\ idcrs f ormany p e o p l e in the communi ty.Other p a t i e n t s turn to Prompt Care

for their healthcare questions.However, in responding to the largenumber of questions and appoint-ments for the asbestos screening,patient s who normally go to LibbyClinic or Prompt Care are beingasked by their physicians to insteadhave their f ir s t visit at the CARDclinic with Dr. Brad Black. DoctorsPli e lp s and Knecht have asked tl iattheir patients continue to call tliemf i r s t to coordinate f o l l ow-up."Going to the CARD clinic withDr. Black is really the best way toevaluate patients with some abnor-mality on their screening results."said Dr. Greg Rice of Libby Clinic."Once Dr. Black has determinedwhether or not a pat ient has an as-bestos-related disease, he wi l l then

work with the person's regularphysician to develop an ongoingplan of care for the patient. But thef ir s t visit needs to be with Dr.Black." Rice said.The CARD clinic o f f e r s theevaluation visit at no charge topatients and is set up to handle thevolume of calls needed at this time,observed Pat Colian. program di-rector at the CARD."However, the sheer volume ofmailings from the ATSDR willslow us down too. We want you tocall us but also understand ii maytake us some time to work you in."Colian said."Even if you are normally a pa-tient at Libby C l i n i c , you can callthe CARD for in format ion spe c i f i -

cally about asbestos related dis-eases, or about the letter you re-ceived from the screening pro-gram." said Colian.Dr. Black has been workingclosely with Dr. Alan Whitehouseof Spokane to help him betterevaluate patients with asbestos-

related diseases. Dr. Wli i t eho i i s e isconsulting with Dr. Black asneeded.Patients who liave received let-ters and need more information oran appointment with Dr. Black amcall the CARD Clinic at 293-9274.
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. Asbestos group meetsMarch IS and 19The evening support groupfor individuals impacted by as-. bestos related disease will meet"' on Thursday, March 15, at 7 p.m, at 415 Louisiana Ave. Theday group will meet next onMonday, March 19, at 2 p.m. atthe same location. Participantsare welcome to attend eitherup. The group's mission is top people to id en t i fy the im-pacts of asbestos exposure ontheir lives, to share information,and to woik together for positivesolutions. Thereis no charge toparticipants. For! more informa-tion, please call Laura Sedler at293-0180. r

j Advisory jpwqki; jI meets March 22 i
I The next regular meeting ofthe Community Advisory Groupwill be Thursday, Mar^i 33,7Ap.nt at the Libby City Hall Pop-.derosa Room. The group meetsthe second and fourth Thursdayof each-month for ongoing dis-cussions of the asbestos cleanupin Libby. All meetings are opento the public.



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion
• Is there any merit to G r a c e ' s representative in Libby
* saying the medical screening is f lawed and inconclusive?

A: W.R Grace's representative in Libby has pointed out several issues related to ATSDR's
screening of Libby residents that Grace f e e l s invalidate the study. ATSDR and EPA would
like to make several points in response. . . . . "
ATSDR clearly stated in the February 22nd Community Advisory Group Meeting that the re-
sult of the screening are preliminary. ATSDR has not yet reported on all the screening results.
The results that were presented will not change. What may change is the overall percentage of
p eop l e showing abnormalities on their x-rays. In other words, if the rest of the results show
few or no abnormalities in the x-rays, then the percentage of people showing abnormalities .
would decrease!
The use of oblique x-rays is an additional tool to get a complete picture of the lungs. They are
important in providing additional information to the front-and-back x-rays. ,

-The fac t that the B-readers are nationally recognized experts in asbestosrrelated conditions is
a benefit to the study, not a l i ab i l i ty asXjrace suggested ' T l i e s e M ^ i t m ^ p l ' o f e s s i o n a l s iiave
nothing to gain by report ing potential illnesses wKeti lhTacr t l i er e l s noevidence of illness.
Interviews were very complete. In fac t , the interviewers did ask about other exposure to
chrysotile asbestos from construction or manufacturing jobs that people may have held. The
screening was looking for abnormalities on the lungs po t en t ia l ly related to asbestos exposure.
ATSDR did not make conclusions about exactly how and when the lung scarring occurred.
Whether the pleura! plaques found on radiographs will progress to a f f e c t lung function will be
shown in time. ATSDR has hot made claims as to how many of these cases will progress to
debilitative disease.
For more information call: />;

Dan Strausbaugh, ATSDR, at 406-441-1 120 ext 257 or 293-2728 in Libby, or
Wendy T f a o m i , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-44 1-1 150, X241
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Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers about
Asbes t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• Is Libby going to be l i s t ed on the
* S u p e r f u n d N a t i o n a l Priori t i e s Lis t?

A: EPA is looking at all p o s s i b l e avenues for invest igating asbestos contamination in
Libby and moving forward with any cleanup actions that are necessary. A d d i n g Libby to
the National Priorities List is one possible way to ensure adequate f u n d i n g for the work
in Libby.

The National Priorities List (NPL) is a list of sites that "move to the front of the
line" when it comes to al locat ing Agency resources for investigation of site risks and
cleanup action. Some sites pose such a risk and are so complex and costly that NPL list-
ing is the best way to address them.

The process of ge t t ing lis ted involves several s teps. EPA uses information collected
during a site assessment to score a site based on the danger it may pose to public health
and the environment. The scoring is called the Hazard Ranking Sys t em (MRS). Sit e s that
score high enough on the HRS are e l i g i b l e for the NPL. EPA can then propose a site for
the l i s t . EPA p o l i c y requires concurrence f r om the governor of Montana before propos-
jne a site. The propo sa l is then publ i shed in the Federal Register and the publ i c has;
^itbi4unity4&'^^^hi^^hether the site should be i n c l u d e d i ^ j j t ^ P I ^ * 1 *~
f i lc i s ion is madtrby EPA-af t er reviewing p u b l i c comment.
Some po t ent ia l b ene f i t s of NPL listing:
• an increase in S u p e r f u n d money available for cleanup;
• available f u n d i n g , regardless of whether the re sponsible party is wi l l ing or able to as-

sume the costs;
• encourages responsible parties to come to the negotiating table;
• a technical assistance grant (TAG) becomes available to a community group;
• it is easier for Trustees to pursue Natural Resource Damages; and
• the process eventually provides closure for all involved.
For more informat ion call:

Wendy Thomi, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241
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Advisory groupmeets March 22The next regular meeting ofthe Community Advisory Groupwill be Thursday, March 22. 7-9p.m. at the Libby C i t y Hall Pon-derosa Room. The group meetsthe second and fourth Thursdayof each month for ongoing dis-cussions of the asbestos cleanupin Libby. All meetings are opento the public.



Pavi Rainy Greek Road Rainy Creek Road
examined for dust c o n f r p l
Grace used tailings to sand mine

By B R E N T SHRUM-
•n News Reportermoving ahead for the dis-of asbestos-contaminated materi-With plansposal» ' « a t t h e f o i er W.R. Grace vermi-mine, tl e EnvironmentalA :ncy is looking into theol >aving Rainy Creek Roadpossibil i tyto control duTest ing hasasbestos f i b eto the minesForest Servicto discuss pascenelast ThursdayCommunity imeeting is.:.. "When we«r, h o p e f u l l yof agreementwith thatThe lower<untained b;the roace lppmenproperty a f t ewhich is now

answer as toit now," saidStringer.

shown the presence ofin the road, which leads -e. EPA o f f i c i a l s met withrepresentatives recentlym g t h e r b a d , E P A o n -coordir ator Due Nguyen said ats meeting of the Libbydvisory Group. Anotherpi nned for April 2.et all the parties togeth-it can reach some kind>n what we want to dositu rtion," Nguyen said.x>rtiori of the road isthe county. In the mines owned by KootenaiCorp. - which bought thethe mine closed butcontrolled by Grace - on

ik that any one has anhat they want to do withjrace representative Alan

The road was built with material jkfrom gravel pit s but mine tailings were ' ^used to sand the road in the winter, yStringer said. He suggested that conta- ^mination could probably be removed .£»by scraping the top of the road. ^_"I personally think paving is not agood thing," he said, because of poten-tial maintenance problems.Lincoln County Commissioner RitaWindom said she has had only "the £briefes t discussions" with the EPA on >.the road issue. Closing the road is not y±an option because access must be pro-vided to private property, Windom said.The EPA plans to use the mine sitefor the disposal of asbestos-contaminat- j jed soil excavated from the former oscreening plant site at the base of ORarny Creek Road; Those plai)s were ~*put on hold last f a l l a f t e r Grace boughta controlling interest in Kootenai ,Development Corp. and locked out theEPA, but a federal j udge in Missoularecently ordered the company to let theagency in.In other business, the CAG:• Heard a report from Nguyen thatt e s U f l g i s p n g b ^

been taken at the high sidhool and
See Rainy Creek Road on Page 5

Continued from Page 1middle school tracks to test forcontamination from vermiculitemine and mill tailings used inthe 1970s.Additional samples will betaken from other school proper-ties where tailings may .havebeen used, N g u y e n said.Sampl ing will also be conduct-ed at city parks and daycarefa c i l i t i e s , he said.• Received an update on
health screenings from DanStrausbaugh of the Agency forToxic Substances and DiseaseRegistry. To date, 5,680 resultletters have been sent to peoplewho participated in the screen-ings last summer and f a l l . Theremaining 670 will be mailedthe f ir s t week of A p r i l ,Strausbaugh said.Due to recent publ ic i ty overresults from the screenings, theagency is seeing a significantincrease in the numbers of peo-p l e q u a l i f y i n g f o r screeningwho are ca l l ing a t o l l - f r e e infor-mation number, S t r a u s b a u g hsaid. About 2,000 p e o p l e are ona list for another round ofscreening that wil l be scheduledwhen f u n d i n g becomes avail-able. T h o s e p e o p l e inc ludethose who were e l i g i b l e forscreening last year but didn't'make an appointment or d idn' tshow up as well as those whocontacted ATSDR a f t e r thescreening deadline passed.The number of p eop l e callingthe t o l l - f r e e number increasedfrom one or two a week to 55 in

one week two weeks ago,Strausbaugh said.• Accepted the resignationof the Lincoln CountyCommissioners as CAG mem-bers. Windom said the commis-sioners decided they needed toresign because they will be tak-ing on a "quasi-judicial" rolewhen a formal investigation ofasbestos-related issues com-mences.The commissioners will con-tinue to attend CAG meetings.



Watch ing f i v e children die of asbestosis' is child abuse
To the Editor:

I am writing in response toTeddye B e e b e ' s comment at the
end of John B e e b e ' s letter about
Senator C r i s m o r e ' s approach to
the W.R, Grace, EPA issue.Certainly, people are entitled
to their opinion, and I do notquestion Mrs. B e e b e ' s right tohers. However, her comment
about using children to make thepoint against Grace as somethingthat was "bordering on child
abuse," was more than 1 could

tolerate. I am the mother of f i v e
children, all of whom have been
diagnosed with asbestosis.When W.R. Grace allowed
children to p lay in asbestos rid-
den pi le s of vermiculite, was thatnot abuse? When W.R. Grace
made the decision that the instal-lation cost of showers at themine site, where the workerscould have washed the deadlydust off their clothing beforecoming home to their wives and
children was too expensive, was

that not abuse? It is to me.
I am faced with the prospectof my children dying from a dis-ease that, at best, will slowly suf-

focate them and at worst give
them a deadly form of cancer. Adisease that could have been-pre-

vented had it not been for the
reckless and s e l f i s h nature of acompany whose only concernwas money.

If that is not child abuse, thenI don't know what is.Helen Bundrocli



Executioner will squeeze life out
To the Editor:T h i s is in response to the Beebes and all who think like them.
S m a l l town f o l k have strong ideal sLove your job it provides the mealsL i s t e n t o t h e boss h e ' s f r om t h e b i g cityH u g t h e Executioner, a i n ' t i t a p i t y
P i l e s of dust f l o a t i n g aroundP i l e s of dus t l y i n g on the groundC h i l d r e n in the dus t , p l a y i n g kids gamesHug th e Execu t ioner , a in ' t i t a shame
Now the bosses are goneand the j o b s are all goneand the m o n e y ' s all goneBut the dust hold onH o l d s onto the GardensH o l d s onto the TownH o l d s onto the lungsP e o p l e going down
P e o p l e dy ing young and oldDust in their lungsN o b o d y t o l dNow p e o p l e scream, between dry coughs
Damn the ExecutionerH e ' s k i l l i n g u s a l l !

Mr. Beebe, be careful hugging the executioner, he' l l squeezethe life out of you. As for Mrs. Beebe, if you wish to talk to me
f a c e t o f a c e about m y children, I ' l l meet y o u anywhere, anytime.J e n a o Swenson-Dedrick



A S K EPA!! / • ' : " " ; " ' ; >
Questions and Answersabout A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

Q: I've seen a lo t o f act ivi ty at the f o r m e r Screeniip l a n t and other areas around Libby.EPA curren t ly do ing in Libby?
A: EPA is involved in several activities which you may observe arouwLibby. The s e include: , A H # ^

M a k i n g p l a n s to truck 90,000 cubic yards of s t o c k p i l e d asbsjstoii- }contaminated soil and debris f r om the former S c r e e n i n g i P l s D t t t to theformer mine s i t eand then restore the Screening Plant property:Working with residents on Phase 2 res idential sampl ing includingmeasurement of airborne asbestos during four scenarios: 1) routine;ac t iv i t i e s around the home; 2) vigorous cleaning ac t iv i t i e s; 3) ?s imula t ed r emode l ing; 4);garden co tQti l l ing;; and
• T e s t i n g the Libby H i g h School and M i d d l e S c h o o l , three elementary jschools, daycare centers, city parks and other p u b l i c use areas forasbestos contamination.

Other act ivi t ie s which you may see la t e r thi s s p r i n g / s u m m e r include:]• . F i n i s h i n g the work at the former
• C l e a n u p actions at schools or other pub l i c places based on tli|| ir Ioutcome of the current investigation^?) — v k- &1
• A cleanup action a t t h e K D C propert ie s (June 2 0 ( J 1 ) ; * ' ' • ' • •
• Paving the asbestos-contaminated Rainy Creek Road (August 2001).J

For more information call: y ;Wendy T h o m i , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator
at406-441-115Q,X241- • • - • • . . - . .>- ;:.--.. . - :.~.^^,



Q
A S K EPA!!

Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
• I've seen a lot of activity at the f ormer Screening p l a n t and other
* areas around Libby. W h a t is EPA current ly do ing in Libby?

A « EPA is involved in several activities which you may observe around Libby.
•These include.

• Making plans to truck 90,000 cubic yards of s tockpiled asbestos-contaminated soil
and debris from the former Screening Plant to the former mine site and then restore
the Screening Plant property.

• Working with residents on Phase 2 residential sampling inc luding measurement of
airborne asbestos during f o u r scenarios: 1) routine activities around the home; 2)
vigorous cleaning activities; 3) simulated remodeling; 4) garden rotori l l ing, and

• Tes t ing the Libby H i g h School and M i d d l e School, three elementary schools, day-
care centers, city parks, and other publ ic use areas for asbestos contamination.
Other activities which you may see later this spr ing/ summer include:

• F i n i s h i n g work at the former Export Plant (April 2001);
• C l e a n u p actions at schools or other p u b l i c p lace s based on the outcome of the

current i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ( ' . ' )
• A c l e a n u p ac t i on at the KDC proper t i e s ( J u n e 2001);
• I'avni" the asbestos-contaminated Rainy Creek Road (August 2001).
For more in format ion call:

WViuly Thomi , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X 2 4 1



W.R. Grace f i l e s f or b a n k r u p t c y
By David F. Latham,editor of The MontanianW.R Grace & Co. filed forChapter 11 bankruptcy protectionApnl 2 in Wilmington, Del., citinga preponderance of asbestos-relatedlawsuits that have'sent the com-pany's stock plummeting and de-pleted the c o m p a n y ' s cash reserves.Grace becomes die latest ofmany companies to file for protec-tion amid a surge in asbestos-related injury claims./ "This is a voluntary decisionL A. although very difficult, wasabsolutely necessary for us," saidPaul J. Morris, Grace' s chairman,president, and chief executive."We believe that the state court sys-tem for dealing with asbestosclaims is broken, and that Gracecannot e f f e c t i v e l y defend i t s e l fagainst unmeritorious claims. Thebest forum available to Grace toachieve predic tabi l i ty and fairnessin the claims settlement process isthrough a federal court-supervisedChapter 11 f i l ing ."Grace is the target of over 100personal injury lawsuits in LincolnCounty stemming from its opera-tion from 1963 to 1990 of a ver-miculite mine near Libby. The, ing and processing of vermicu-^ — J x p o s e d thousands of people lo-cally — and millions nat ionally —to deadly tremolite asbestos, awaste by-product of vermiculite.which is used as insulation inbuilding materials and as a p o t t i n gsoil additive.

Internal company documentsand court depositions of at least oneGrace executive show that the com-pany tried for years to conceal thedangers of tremolite from its em-ployees and the general public.A former financial analyst forGrace told The Montanian in Sep-tember. 2000. that the companyroutinely set aside hundreds of mil-lions of dollars every year to pay offthe victims of its asbestos-ladenproducts.The Libby asbestos issue gainednational attention in November,1999, when several newspapers be-gan writing articles about the law-suits against Grace and the largenumber of people in Libby whohave died or are afflicted with as-bestos-related illnesses.A medical screening of over6.000 present and former Libbyresidents and mine employeesshow that about 30 percent of per-sons who lived near or worked atGrace's mine and processing plantin Libby now show evidence ofscarring of the lungs, which is asymptom of exposure to asbestos.The inhaling of asbestos f iberscan cause asbestosis. lung cancer,mesothelioma (cancer of the lungl in ing) and other deadly ailments,sometimes decades a f t e r the expo-sure.Grace, based in Columbia. Md..said claims increased 81 percentlast year, in pan because of theChapter 11 f i l i n g s of other compa-nies with asbestos-related cases, in-1 A Af

e luding Owens Corning and Arm-strong World Industries Inc.The f i l i n g , in U.S. BankruptcyCourt in Wilmington. Del., will al-low Grace to continue to operatenormally, company o f f i c i a l s saidMonday. The c o m p a n y ' s foreignsubsidiaries are not included in thef i l i n g .Grace produces catalysts and sil-ica products, specialty constructionchemicals, building materials andcontainer products. The companyhas annual sales of about $1.6 bil-lion and more than 6,000 employ-ees. Hie company says it plans towork closely with asbestos claim-ants and other creditors to addressvalid asbestos claims. Grace said italso has arranged $250 million infinancing from the. Bank of Amer-ica. If approved by the bankruptcycourt. Grace said it plans to use themoney to pay vendors and supp l i -ers, among others."As far as the health of the com-pany is concerned, it is probablythe best t i l ing they could do." saidRosemarie Morbelli. a directorwith the New York investmentf i rm of Ingalls & Snyder LLC. inan interview with the New YorkTimes.Morbc l l i said Grace had beenable in recent years to keep up wi ththe costs of asbestos l i t i g a t i o n usinga combination of cash reserves andinsurance, but risked f a l l i n g behindas die number of claims and thecost of s e t t l i n g them increased.

Grace officials had warned inJanuary that continuing losses re-lated to asbestos claims might forcethe company to file for bankruptcyprotection, the company posted af our th quarter 2000 loss'of $107.6million, or $ 1.65 a share, duemostly to asbestos l i t igat ion.More than 48.000 bodily injuryclaims were f i l e d against Grace last

year. In all. more than 124.000claims have been f i l e d , the com-pany said.Trading was suspended onGrace' s stock af t er the bankruptcyannouncement. Shares were trad-ing at $2.30. down signif icantlyfrom a high of $15 last year and$21 in 1999. a drop Mo'rbclli attrib-uted to the asbestos l i t igation.



oo

c

<rV

CJOH*rrLVir*l tryXJpcrac e
News and infonnation of

the communities served by
T h e M o n t a m a i l

Send announcements to."Update," The Montanian,
P.O. Box 946, Ubby, MT 59923

Montanian "springbreak" hoursThe Montanian newspapero f f i c e at 312 Mineral Ave. willbe closed for spring break onThursday and Friday, April 12and 13,2001. Regular o f f i c ehours will resume Monday.April 16.The deadline for the April 18issue is still Monday, April 16.at 1 p.m.
Advisory groupmeets Apri l 5The next meeting of theCommunity Advisory Groupwill be one week early, Thurs-day, April 5,7-9 p.m. in the Lit-tle Theater at the Central Ad-ministration building. Thegroup normally meets the sec-ond and fourth Thursday ofeach month for ongoing discus-sions of the asbestos cleanup inLibby.This meeting is being heldone week carry to prepare for ameeting on April 11 with Sen.Max Baucus. D-Mont.. who willbe in Libby at that time.• All meetings of the group areopen to the public.

Asbestos group meetsA p r i l sThe evening group for indi-viduals impacted by asbestos-related disease will meet onThursday, April 5, at 7:00 p.m.at 415 Louisiana Ave. Thegroup's mission is to help peo-ple to id en t i fy the impacts of as-bestos exposure on their lives, toshare information, and to worktogether for positive solutions.There is no charge to partici-pants. For more information,please call Laura Sedler at 293-0180.



Q:
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbestos a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion
Has the Community Advisory Group

meeting schedule been changed?
A * The next meeting is Thursday! Apri l 5 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The meeting will

•be held in the L i t t l e Theater in the Libby Schools Central Admini s t ra t i on Building at 724
Louisiana Ave.
The CAG decided to meet one week early so that they could develop a list of messages for Senator
Max Baucus when he is in town the week of April 9.
In the future, the regular CAG meetings will continue to be in the Ponderosa Room at the Libby
City Hall from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month.
Please attend the meetings to get information and share information about:
• vermiculite and asbestos: /*>o/+ TA/V) /) r«4
• sampling and other EPA activities in Libby; A *< * »ft .
• medical screening and other ATSDR activities in Libby: '
• long-term health care plans being developed:
• f u n d i n g issues: a n d other topics. . - - . : • • : . : . - • . • ' . • ; • - . - • • . - • • • • • - • • v ' - . V -
For more informat ion call:

Wendy Thomi. EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150. X241



A S K E P A ! !
Q

Questions and Answers aboutAsbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
• Why did EPA f i l e a second lawsuit against
•W.R. Grace?

, EPA's f i r s t lawsuit sought access to certain propert i e s in L i b b y that arc owned and/
•or controlled by Grace and its subsidiary' (Kootenai Development Corporation). The

f ir s t lawsuit also seeks penal t i e s for Grace' s unreasonable f a i l u r e to provide access
when EPA made it access request in J u n e of 2000. J u d g e M a l l o y issued and order on
March 9. 2001, granting EPA access to the proper t i e s , and f i n d i n g that Grace's refusal
to give EPA access was unreasonable. The J u d g e has not ruled on the issue of penal t i e s .
EPA's second lawsui t seeks to recover the costs EPA has incurred inve s t igat ing and
cleaning up asbestos contamination in Libby since November 1999. when EPA's inves-
t iga t i on began. T h i s inc lude s the cost of the health assessments the Agency for T o x i c
Substances and Disease Registry has conducted with EPA f u n d s . The second lawsuit
also seeks a r u l i n g that Grace must reimburse EPA's f u t u r e c l eanup costs.
Both of these l a w s u i t s arc authorized under the Comprehensive. Environmental . Com-
pensation, and L i a b i l i t y Act (CERCLA), also known as S u p e r f u n d .

For more i n f o r m a t i o n ca l l:
Wendv Thomi. EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X 2 4 1



Rehberg meets with W.R.
Grace o f f i c i a l s t o d i s cu s s

impact of bankruptcy
11 We now have a better picture of
Libby's situation, " Rehberg says
U.S. Rep. Dennis Rchberg CR-N/font.) and representatives fromSen. Conrad Bums and Max Bau-cu s ' s o f f i c e s me t Apri l 3 with o f f i -cials from W.R. Grace & Co. todiscuss how the c o m p a n y ' s recentbankruptcy f i l i n g will af fect thecommunity of Libby."The gist of the meeting reallywas. 'What will W.R. Grace donow to make sure the people ofLibby are taken care of?'." Rehbergsaid. "Grace is undergoing super-vised restructuring under Chapter11 to handle their load of claims,but what does that mean for thosewith cancer or other deadly linger-ing effects from asbestos exposure?There are many legi t imate claimsthat need to be covered. How doesW.R. Grace propose to take care ofthose people?"Grace o f f i c i a l s expressed sincereregret for having to f i l e bankruptcyand emphasized a commitment tomeeting the existing health careneeds of those a f f e c t e d in Libby."We heard this morning that thej udge will allow Grace, as part ofthe their restructuring, to cover theasbestos-related medical expensesf o r those a f f e c t e d . T h a t ' s goodnews for Libbv residents."

Grace said they hope to f ini shthe bankruptcy process in threeyears, as opposed to the averagefive to six years. Their two primaryconcerns for Libby are health careand economic development. Whil ethe j udge has allowed them to con-tinue to pay asbestos-related medi-cal expenses during restructuring,under the bankruptcy code Gracewill likely be precluded fromspending any more money on eco-nomic development. Grace gave$250,000 in hospital support to St.J o h n ' s Center f o r Asbestos-RelatedDisease this year, but it's unclearwhether that funding will be al-lowed to continue in future years.Right now there are about130.000 claims against Grace —roughly 124 are from Libby resi-dents. Grace indicated the bank-ruptcy process will l ikely give nospecial protections to Libby claim-ants: rather, claimants who arespread across the SO states willl ikely all be treated the same."this meeting was an importantstep for W.R Grace to make. Ihope they will continue to be for th-right with us about what to expectin the future for Libby." Rehbergsaid.



C A R P E N T E R S :
FREEA S B E S T O S A W A R E N E S S C L A S S

I F Y O U A R E E N G A G E D I N R E M O D E L I N G H O M E S I N
THE LIBBY AREA YOU COULD BE AT RISK! LEARN

MORE A B O U T T H E H E A L T H A N D S A F E T Y I S S U E S Y O U
M I G H T F A C E W H E N EXPOSED T O A S B E S T O S F I B E R S

B Y A T T E N D I N G T H I S FREE C L A S S :
• D A T E : W E D N E S D A Y , A P R I L 11,2001
• T I M E : 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM
• L O C A T I O N : V E N T U R E MOTOR I N N , L I B B Y , M T
• P L E A S E C A L L 1-888-836-4441 A N D L E A V E Y O U R N A M E ,

A D D R E S S A N D P H O N E N U M B E R T O RESERVE Y O U R SPOT
• M A N U A L S A N D R E F R E S H M E N T S W I L L B E P R O V I D E D
The Carpenters Union is concerned with S a f e t y and H e a l t h Issues and how
those issues a f f e c t all carpenters, without regard to membership (in the un-
ion). Poss ible asbestos contamination of vermiculi te att ic in su la t i on creates a
potential health risk for carpenters engaged in remodeling work. Merely
s t e p p i n g in this type of insulation can kick up dust which when inhaled may
cause severe heal th problems. The Carpenters Union believes that it is im-
portant to carpenters and their f a m i l i e s to have a good understanding of
what the po t ent ia l health risks may be and how to avoid those risks. That is
why we are inviting all carpenters to attend and Asbestos Awareness Class
developed and presented by the United Brotherhood of Carpenters H e a l t h
and S a f e t y F u n d of N o r t h America. There is no charge for the class and
there will be time set aside for discussion of the issues with representatives
f r o m the Union and the Environmental Protection Agency.

Sponsored by:
T H E P A C I F I C N O R T H W E S T R E G I O N A L C O U N C I L O F C A R P E N T E R SF O B 821, H E L E N A , M O N T A N A



ATSDR to conduct second round
of tests beginning in August

The Agency for Toxic Sub-stances and Disease Registry(ATSDR) announced April 5 thatit will conduct a second round ofasbestos medical testing in Libby.Mont.The testing will give anotheropportunity for persons who meetthe requirements for testing butwere unable to participate in thef irs t screening.Testing is open to persons wholived or worked in or near Libbyfor six months or more prior toDec. 31.1990. Persons who wouldlike to f ind out if they are eligiblefor the medical testing programcan call toll free, 1-800-439-8308.This round of tests will be con-ducted in Libby beginning inAugust 2001. The tests will f o l l o wthe same protocol as the previousround of tests and include a face-to-face interview. three chest x--rays, and a lung-function test. Par-ticipation in the program is volun-tary.The medical testing program ispart of the Libby Community En-vironmental Heal th Project. It isdesignated to id en t i fy and examinepeople whose health may have

been a f f e c t e d by exposure to asbes-tos related to vermiculite miningand processing in and aroundLibby.The purpose of tlK program isto id en t i fy health e f f e c t s that mayha\«.been caused by: asbestos expo-^sure so that people can be referred \for evaluation and treatment. fThe initial testing, which wascompleted in November 2000. in- '.eluded more than 6000 partici- \pants. ATSDR has provided mostof the participants and their identi- •f i ed health care providers with theresults of those tests. The remain-ing participants from the initial .testing should receive their resultsby the middle of April 2001. IATSDR will publish its f indings \from the initial round of testing \this summer.Persons seeking information 01the Libby medical testing prograrshould contact ATSDR RegionalRepresentative Dan Strausbaugh(406) 293-2728 in Libby. or at(406) 441-1120. ext. 257. in He-lena. Mont.ATSDR is a public health |agency of the U.S. Department ol <Health and Human Services. -j



EPA f i l e s suit against W.R. Grace
to recover c l e a n u p costs

The U.S. Environmental Protec-tion Agency is seeking paymentfrom W.R. "Grace & Co. for the costof investigation and cleanup inLibby. Mont.The agency f i l e d its complaintin federal district court in Missoulaon March 30. 2001. to recover over$10 million tliat EPA has spent in-vestigating and cleaning up asbes-tos contamination from a vermicu-lite mine near Libby. The lawsuitalso asks the court for a declaratoryjudgement for any future costs ex-pended by EPA in further investi-gations and cleanup at the site."Our priority' is to clean up theasbestos contamination that is en-dangering the public health and en-vironment of Libby." said PaulPeronard EPA's on-scene coordi-nator. The goal of this action is toensure that W.R. Grace, whichcaused the contamination, will pay-to dean it up — not the taxpayers."The complaint names W.R.Grace in Delaware. W.R. Grace inConnecticut and Kootenai Devel-opment Company in Montana.Grace owned and operated themine and processing fac i l i t i e s thatcaused the asbestos contamination

in and around Libby. Mont.Kootenai Development Companyis the current owner of the mineand pan of a former processing fa-cility.EPA will pursue its cost recoverycase in federal district court despiteW.R. Grace's recent bankruptcy pe-tition. EPA will seek collection ofany judgement through the bank-ruptcy court.EPA's cost recovery lawsuit wasf i l e d shortly af t er t h e ' M o n t a n a f ed-eral court ordered Grace to provideEPA with access to the formermine site and two other propertiesin Libby to conduct cleanup ac-tions. Those cleanup actions willbegin this spring.The property became contami-nated with asbestos over a 70-yearperiod as venniculite. which wasused in home insulation and otlierproducts, was mined from themountainous area and processed inand around Libby. The venniculiteore was commingled with asbestos.Mining began at the site in about1919 and continued until 1990.when Grace shut down the mine.Grace owned the property from1963 until the early 1990s, when it

sold the mine and two processingplants to KDC and other entities.Beginning in November 1999.EPA and its contractors liavc con-ducted numerous iirvestigationsinto asbestos contamination at sev-eral locations in Libby. ident i fy ingcontamination at two former proc-essing plants with asbestos concen-trations as high as 12 percent byweight. An initial investigation ofthe former mine showed high con-centrations of asbestos in the tail-ings pile and tai l ings pond. EPAhas also identi f ied the dirt road tothe mine as a potential healththreat and will address it this sum-mer. Ongoing sampling at Libbyhomes and in school yards is ex-pected to reveal more informationon current levels of asbestos con-tamination and the health threat itmay pose.Asbestos, a recognized humancarcinogen, is known to cause lungcancer and mesothelioma. a lethaltumor of the lining of the chest andabdominal cavities. Soil containingasbestos may pose a risk to thehealth and sa f e ty of people residingin contaminated areas and in tliesurrounding community.



S e n a t o r to hear community asbestos needs
U.S. Sen. Max Baucus will at-tend a publ ic meeting in Libby onWednesday. April 11. to meet withthe Community Advisory Groupabout the ongoing asbestos situa-tion in Libby.Baucus is coming to Libby to re-ceive a list of requests that theCAG lias compiled. Thegroup will ask Baucus to seekfunding and introduce bil l s tohelp Libby recover from theenvironmental and medicalproblems it is experiencing asa result of long-term exposureto asbestos.The group will also ask Baucusand Congress to block the April 2bankruptcy request of W.R. Grace& Co. to ensure that the companyis held accountable for its actionsthat exposed thousands of peop l edeadly tremolite asbestos duringthe time when the company oper-ated its venniculite mine nearLibby.The meeting will be held at 2 p.m. in the L i t t l e Theater, inside theCentral Administration building at724 Louisiana Aye. As with allCAG meetings, this one is open tothe public and everyone is imitedto attend.

Below is the list of requests thatthe CAG compiled at its April 5meeting to present to Baucus. Atthat meeting t l i e CAG stated itssupport the EPA Region 8 teamthat lias been conducting emer-gency cleanup actions in Libby.
• W H A T : P u b l i c meet ing with U . S .Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont.• WHEN: 2 p.m. Wednesday. April 11• WHERE: Little T h e a t e r , 724 Louisi-ana Ave., Libby ( i n s i d e school ad-ministration b u i l d i n g )

The Region 8 team lias come underattack from a W.R Grace executivein a recent le t ter to a high levelEPA o f f i c i a l .The requested actions, togetherwith preliminary cost estimates toimplement them, include:1. Removal and proper disposalof venniculite insulat ion fromLibby homes and businesses andrestoration of these bui ldings to l i v -able conditions. Cost - $12 mi l l i on(1000 buildings ft. $6.000 for re-moval and disposal and $6.000 forrestoration).2. Development of an asbestosdisposal cell at the Lincoln County

landfill. Cost - $250.000.3. A p p r o v a l of the$650.000 grant request for aCommunity Health Centerthat vnll provide universalaccess to primary healthcare. In addition to (lie fund-ing for the center it-se l f . $1 million isneeded for a buildingto house it. Montana'ssenators should alsosign the Bond-Rollings letter sup-porting an increase inf ederal f und ing by$175 mill ion in 2002 forcommunity health centers.4. Funding for ongoingmedical screening. Cost -$20-25 m i l l i o n (1.000screenings per year for 20years).5. F u n d i n g for asbestos-related disease research con-ducted by the Center for En-vironmental Health Sciencesof the Univers i ty of MontanaDepartment of Pharmaceutical Sci-ences.6. F u n d i n g for a medical trust toprovide continuing medical carefor people exposed to asbestos as a

Sen. Max Baucus
result of W.R. Grace venniculitemining and processing. Cost -$500 million for trust principal.7. Funding for national advertis-ing of the positive attributes of the

Libby area to counteractnegative pub l i c i ty arisingfrom the asbestos problems.Cost-$500.000.8. Convening a congres-sional inve s t iga t ion of W.RGrace's actions in Libby am*its transfer of assets to avoidits legal responsibil i t ies topeople and communitiesharmed by its vermiculitemining and processing.9. Congressional action toblock W.R Grace's recentbankruptcy declaration.10. Return to the Libbycommunity of W.R. Gracepayments to reimburse EPAfor clean-up costs of asbestoscontamination.11. Congressional actionin response to the EPA In-spector General's report toensure t l ia t E P A ' s past f a i l -ures to protect Libby peopl eand environment will not re-cur.
12. Assistance to ensurethat di sabi l i ty designations by theSocial Security Admi iu s t ra t i on re-f l e c t asbestos exposure problems.



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on

Q: What is EPA doing at Plummer Schoo l?
•

» EPA is pu t t ing a cover on the old ice rink to seal off asbestos contaminated ore that
•was found during sampling. It was discovered that vermiculite t a i l i n g s were used as

a base material for the rink. The temporary cover — a tarp and 4 inches of sand — will
be replaced with a permanent cleanup when school is out this summer.
EPA will continue to sample all Libby schools and public parks and will take immediate
action if we f ind asbestos contamination.
Please call or write to EPA if you know of a pub l i c place where p e o p l e are exposed to
raw vermiculite or. You can write to EPA at:

Wendy Thomi ( 8 M O ) " i f .
EPA Montana O f f i c e 4 } ' •/ °J

301 S. Park; Drawer 10096
Helena, MT 59626

For more in format i on , please cal l:
Wendy Thomi, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441 -1150, X 2 4 1
Paul Peronard. EPA On-Scene Coordinator atl-800-22 7-8917, X6808
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Asbestos support
group meets April 19

Are you or someone you careabout dealing with the e f f e c t s ofasbestos exposure? Do you wish
you could talk to others who un-
derstand how you fee l? Consider
joining us at the free asbestos
support groups. The eveninggroup will meet next on Thurs-
day, April 19, at 7 p.m. at 415
Louisiana Ave. All participants,
are welcome. For more informa-
tion, please call Laura Sedler at
293-0180.



EPA seals school
skating rink

Ice skating rink is lined with
asbestos-contaminated vermiculite
Asbestos abatement workers ore donated by the mine instead,covered an ice skating rink at Grace conducted tests on thePlummer Elementary School in track in 1981 to determine the as-Libby with heavy plastic and sand bestos danger to students. The dustas a temporary cover until asbestos- kicked up by two runners on thecontaminated vermiculite used as a track resulted in air samples withbase for the rink can be removed more than twice the allowed occu-ihis summer. patkmal limits for asbestos expo-Workers April 12 poured sand sure. Grace o f f e r e d to either re-over the plastic and blocked the move the vermiculite or pave overarea with a temporary fence to keep it. The district chose paving,schoolchildren out. The skating In 1983, an all-weather surfacerink was lined with raw venniculite was applied over the asphalt. Butore from the former W.R. Grace & now school o f f i c i a l s want it re-Co, mine north of Libby. The ore is moved altogether to avoid any ex-laden with deadly tremolite asbes- posure. The EPA's initial samplestos. confirmed fears that the material"What we found, and it was under the tracks is highly toxic. Itsomewhat disturbing, near the sur- will likely be removed this sum-face there was ore similar to what mer. as will the ore found in thewe found under the (high school) Plummer skating rink.track,'1 said Chris Weis, toxkokv The vermiculite was added togist with the Environmental Pro-, the rink years ago.tection Agency. "This is the most disturbing partThe school district recently re- of what we found regarding ourquested that the EPA test the high school sampling,"* Weis said, add-school and middle school tracks as ing that the EPA's subcontractorspart of the agency's investigation of were called off other jobs to dealwidespread asbestos contamina- with it immediately,tion. "When school is out, we willSchool district administrator come back doing a thorough job ofKirby Maki learned recently that in cleaning this out." he said,the 1970s, vermiculite was used for The EPA also will conduct de-the tracks because it made a good tailed grid sampling of all publicrunning surface. The school district play areas where it is suspected theat the time couldn't afford an all- deadly ore may have been used,

weather track, so the district used



N O T I C E
W.R. GRACE H A S F I L E D F O R C H A P T E R 1 1 B A N K -R U P T C Y . T H I S M E A N S T H A T A L L P E R S O N W I T H A NASBESTOS CLAIM WILL BE R E Q U I R E D TO FILE APROOF O F C L A I M I N B A N K R U P T C Y . A D E A D L I N EWILL BE S E T . IT IS BEST TO BEGIN EARLY IN PRE-P A R I N G A N D D O C U M E N T I N G T H E C L A I M .

If you received a l e t t er s tating that you have an asbes-tos disease, or if you have been told by a doctor that youhave an asbestos disease, then the time to file a claimhas begun to run. It is expected that there will be a dateto close the filing of c laims in the bankruptcy proceeding.
If you have not been through the EPA/ATSDRscreening for asbestos disease, you may sign up for thenext screening at the Center for Asbestos Related Dis-ease o f f i c e in Libby (406-293-2728).
If you have any questions, we suggest you contact anattorney.

McGarvey, H e b e r l i n g , S u l l i v a n & McGarvey, P.C.745 South Main _«Kalispe l l , MT 59901 / v \ e > A f T A N^r*
406-752-5566 I *f i800-345-1763 fin Montana) -4/3 »/ ° /800-406-7544 (outside MontanaFree consul tat ion

_ We have secured a position on the Grace Bankruptcy

I Tort Credi tor s ' Commit t e e , and are in a position to pro- •tect your interests. I



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbes to s a n d E P A ' s Invest igat ion
• How can I have inpu t into the C o m m u n i t y
*Advisory G r o u p meetings?A » The publ i c is always welcome at each meeting. The meetings are usually

•held on the second and four th Thursday of each month. They are nearly al-
ways in the Libby City Hall's Ponderosa Room from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Any
changes from this schedule, time or location will be announced in the localnewspapers.
The CAG normally has an agenda of topics to be discussed at the meeting and
there is time for p u b l i c comment and questions at the end of each meeting.
You may call any CAG member to ask questions or request that they bring a
certain topic to the group for discussion. For a current list of CAG members,
please visit the EPA Informat i on Center at 501 Mineral Ave. in Libby or call the
I n f o r m a t i o n Center at 293-6194 and request that a copy be sent to you.
You may also fill out a CAG evaluation form. They will be available at the A p r i l
26th CAG meeting and for the next two weeks at the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center.
Your input is welcome! The CAG and EPA encourage community input and
will try hard to be responsive to any needs and suggestions that they receive.

•r .• , „For more i n f o r m a t i o n , please call:
Wendy Thomi, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1 1 50, X241



A C O M M E N T A R Y O K T H E H E W S B Y D A V I D F . L A T H A M

F l a s h l i g h t s onMontanaThursday, Apri l 26LIBBY — Paul Peronard of theU.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency says Libby quali f ie s as aSuper fund cleanup site as a resultof widespread asbestos contamina-tion caused by the former W.R.Grace & Co. venniculite mine."I've recommended to mybosses that we put | Libby] oh theNational Priority List as a Super-fund site." Peronard said April 26at the Community Advisory Groupmeeting in Libbv.The area quali f ie s "easily" andcan be listed as one big Super fundsite, or as two separate Super fundsites with the city of Libby as onesite and the former mine and proc-essing areas around Rainy CreekRoad as another site.Peronard said the EPA will be-gin the process and could probablyget a Super fund rulemaking pub-lished in the Federal Register inSeptember. 200 1. and finalized byspring of 2002.Peronard said the extensive.

permanent asbestos pol lu t ion atformer mine site would dictate tlit should be a separate site from itown of Libby. which would evci [mally be cleaned up and declare:"safe."

S/Z/OI



HELENA — The widow of aLibby miner who died from asbes-tos exposure lias filed a lawsuitagainst the state, alleging thathealth o f i i c ia l s knew tlie liazardso f W.R. Grace & Co. ' s \crmiculilcmine as far back as 1956.Carol Graham's lawsuit accusesstate o f f i c i a l s of negligence andsays they could have saved herhusband. Robert "Bob" Graham, ifthey had acted on what the> knew.Mr. Graham died Jan. 9, 1998,of mesothelioma, a rare cancer of! the chest lining that is almost al- >; ways linked to asbestos exposure.!He "worked at the mine from 1962to 1990.The lawsuit says the state fo i l edto warn Mr. Graham and othermine workers about the l i f e -threatening risks they took byworking for W.R. Grace, and be-cause of that Graham was deniedthe options of demanding protec-
see FLASHLIGHTS page 8

i __^^^M^^MHHHH^^^HHF L A S H L I G H T S
(from page 1)

tive devices, safer operations orchangingjobs.The suit cites a 1956 state Boardof Heal th report that found highlevels of toxic dust at the Libby imine and mill. >O f f i c i a l s of WJt Grace — in-chiding the late Earl Lox-ick ofLibby — did everything they couldto keep the state report a secret.They succeeded for many years andkilled many people as a result Itwould be nice to see the survivingWJl. Grace o f f i c i a l s serve time inprison for their crimes.



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Quest ions and Answers about
A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

• How can I keep up w i th i n f o r m a t i o n about
^ c o n t a m i n a t i o n at the s chool s?A 0 EPA has gotten many questions about the material s that EPA f o u n d at P l u m m e r

• School and some of the other schools.
EPA will meet with the Libby School s Superintendent and p r i n c i p a l s on May 8,
200 1 , to di scus s the best ways to keep school o f f i c i a l s , parents and s t ud en t s updated
on s a m p l i n g and r e su l t s at the schools, any c l eanup p l a n s , and all a c t iv i t i e s related to
the schools.
L i n c o l n County Environmental H e a l t h Department, S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l a n d
the U.S. Agency for T o x i c Subs tance s and Disease Regis try w i l l also p a r t i c i p a t e in
d i s cu s s i on s of how to best respond to p u b l i c health concerns i n v o l v i n g the schools.
P l e a s e c a l l the L i b b y S c h o o l s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , K i r b y M a k i , at 293-881 1 wi th any
s p e c i f i c questions and concerns and ideas so that we can consider them as we make
communica t i on p l a n s for the remainder of the school year and the summer months.
In the meantime, EPA w i l l continue to s ampl e a l l Libby S c h o o l s and p u b l i c parks
and w i l l take i m m e d i a t e action if we f ind asbestos contamination. We w i l l continue
to post s a m p l i n g i n f o r m a t i o n on our web s i t e at h t t p : //w ww. epa. gov/reu ion 8/
s u p e r f u n d / l i b b y and discuss the results of the samples at the Community Advi sory
G r o u p meetings. (Next meeting May 17). M a p s of the sampl ed school areas are
a v a i l a b l e a t E P A ' s I n f o r m a t i o n Center, 5 0 1 Mineral Ave., Libby.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n , please ca l l:
W e n d y T h o m i , EPA Communi ty Involvement Coordinator at 406-44 1 - 1 1 50, X24 1

K i r b y M a k i , L i b b y S c h o o l s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t at 293-881 1



Asbestos-victimmemorial
A committee for planning a memorial for all the Libby people whohave died from asbestosis or asbestos-related diseases is beingplanned, according to organizer Mike Switzer of Libby.The idea was brought up by Switzer at the April 26 meeting of theCommunity Advisory Group and was accepted by the group. Plans arefor the memorial to be completed prior to Memorial Day. May 28.Switzer. a GAG member and asbestos victim, and Jim Racicot. anasbestos victim, arc compiling a list of names of as many deceasedpersons, workers and fami ly members as they can locate. They al-ready have approximately iOO names but theV believe there are manymore.If you know of a deceased victim of asbestos from the former W.R.Grace & Go. vermiculitc mine near Libby: no t i fy Switzer at 293-2512or Racicot at 293-3470. or call Linda Newstrom at the U.S. Environ-mental Protection Agency's Information Center in Libby. 293-6194.Switzer say's volunteers are needed to work on the memorial. Initialplans call for making individual crosses with names of each the de-ceased and placing these in a prominent area in Libby."We need to compile the complete list of deceased within the nexttwo weeks." Switzer said.

I



Beware of f e d sbearing g i f t s
EditorBeen [sic] reading about yourEPA situation. Before you welcomethe spider into your homes, youmight want to talk to someone whohas experience with EPA. Some-times the cure is worse than thedisease. Paul Friend, EditorIdaho News ObserverWallace, Idaho



Q
A S K E P A ! !

Questions and Answers aboutAsbes tos a n d E P A ' s Inves t igat ion
• W i l l EPA li s t the city of Libby as a N a t i o n a l
•Priorities List S i t e ( N P L ) ?

EPA and the S t a l e of Montana have not made any decisions about whether to propose
•the site for NPL l i s t i n g . As with any large and complicated area that contains hazardous

substance contamination, EPA is considering all the options for cleanup, including proposing
various areas in and around Libby for the Super fund Nat iona l Priorities List (NPL).
At present, EPA is gathering data which will be used to assess the risks in Libby. This data
can also be used to "score" the area for potential NPL listing. The NPL is an information
and management tool which guides EPA in determining which sites in the nation warrant the
priority a l l o ca t i on of Agency resources for investigation of site risks and cleanup action. Su-
per fund has l imited resources and it is appropriate that these resources be directed to the
sites that are the most complex and pose the greatest risks.
EPA always confers with the G o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e and the state Department of Environmental
Q u a l i t y and the p u b l i c while considering whether or not to propose site l i s t ing for NPL. This
process is ju s t beginning.
To f i n d out more about NPL l i s t ing, please attend the May 1 7 Community Advisory Group
meeting from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. The meeting is held at Libby "s Ci ty Hall Ponderosa

For more i n f o r m a t i o n , please call:
Wendy Thomi , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1 150, X241



Baucus working to secure money for asbestos clinic
Senator says funds are critical to continue Center for Asbestos Related Disease

A grant request from the Centerfor Asbestos Related Diseases inLibby was denied last week, andSen. Max Baucus (D-Mont.) is urg-ing Claude A l i e n , the nominee fordeputy secretary of Health and Hu-man Sen ices (HHS). to he lp pro-vide f u n d i n g to continue screeningand ongoing care for Libby resi-dents who may liave been exposedto asbestos fibers.In December 1999. Baucus se-cured $80.(XX> from the H e a l t h andHuman Services for the Agency forToxic Substances and Disease Reg-istry, a division of HHS. to contractwith S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran Hosp i ta lin Libby to es tablish the Center forAsbestos Related Disease.Since the clinic began operatinglast July, it has screened nearly7.000 people and continues to pro-vide specialized medical sen-ices topeople in Lincoln County. But inorder to continue the medical serv-ices it provides and to implement asecond round of screening begin-ning in August 2001. the CARD

clinic appl i ed for a Rural H e a l t hGrant from the H e a l t h ResourcesServices Admini s trat ion for$561.(XX) - $187.000 per year for•lie next tliree years.The CARD clinic was no t i f i edon April 25 dial its request forf u n d s was denied, leaving theclinic without any f i rm fund ing forongoing care and to test about2.000 people waiting for screening.In an April 27 letter. Dr. BradBlack, who is director of theCARD clinic as well as LincolnCounty Heal th Of f i c e r and physi-cian at St. John's Lutheran Hospi-tal, appealed directly to Baucus forhe lp , saying the clinic serves aunique funct ion in Libby."The clinic lias brought a levelof specialized care to improve ac-cess, eva lua t i on , and e f f e c t i v e inter-vcntional care to a large asbestos-impacted population." Black wroteto Baucus. "The economic woes ofLincoln County need no elabora-tion, and cl inic f u n d i n g remains inserious jeopardv."

Sen. Max Baucus
Baucus is the top Democrat onthe i n f l u e n t i a l Senate FinanceCommittee, which has jur i sd i c t i onover nominations to HHS. Baucusmet last week in l i i s Waslungton.D.C. o f f i c e with Alien and ex-pla ined how important the fundsarc to health care e f f o r t s in Libbv

"I told Mr. Alien that f o l k s inLibby are counting on these funds."Baucus said of the meeting. "We'vemade some great progress. Butthere is s t i l l work to be done. Wealready have 2.000 people signedup to be screened for asbestos expo-sure. Denying these funds would bea major blow to the progress we'vemade. And I told him so."According to UK Heal th Re-sources Service Administration. UKclinic did not meet their criteria ofdemonstrating a need to increase orexpand operations. The agency alsoquestioned if UK grant was the'"appropriate funding mechanism."given the other federal agencies in-volved with the health care andcleanup activities in Libby.Black and Baucus disagree withtliat f i n d i n g . UK clinic currentlyoperates with four f u l l - t i m e s t a f f e r sand already lias 2.000 peoplesigned up to undergo screening inAugust. Black says UK clinic wouldlike to lure additional staff and be-lieves UK Department of H e a l t h

and Human Services is UK appro-priate agency to help pay' forhealth-related costs in Libby."If HHS truly understood UKsituation in Libby they would knowthat UK work of this clinic is ex-panding and increasing even day."Black said. "Of the many millionsof dol lars spent in Libby on cleanup. screening and economic recov-ery', the money Sen. Baucus securedto ramp up the clinic are the onlyfunds that have been earmarked for' people care.' Preventative and on-going care are the most importantthings we can do for our neighborss u f f e r i n g UK a f f e c t s of asbestos-related illness. W e ' r e talking aboutUK quality of life for these folks."Baucus said IK would continueto push HHS to fund the clinic." I f w e ' r e t o truly provide Libbywith a clean b i l l of heal th, then wemust safeguard this clinic goingforoard." Baucus said. "It ' s crucialto Uiat mission and I'l l work to s e ewe get UKSC funds for UK clinic,one way or UK other." IK said



F r i d a y , J u l y 27, 2001 www.thewestiAsbestos-related disease te s t ing
begins Monday, runs six weeks

T e s t i n g f o r a sbe s to s-re lat-
ed d i s ea se w i l l open to thep u b l i c f o r s cheduled appoint-ments on M o n d a y , July 30,and c o n t i n u e for 6 weeks ,accord ing t o o f f i c i a l s wi tht h e A g e n c y f o r T o x i cS u b s t a n c e and D i s e a s eRegis try. About 500 p e o p l ea r e a l r e a d y s c h e d u l e d f o rt e s t ing , for evidence o f expo-sure to asbestos, with morethan 2,000 expected.Persons e l i g i b l e for t e s t inginclude former employee s ofW.R. Grace or Z o n o l i t e inthe Libby area and householdmembers of f o rmer e m p l o y -ees, and persons who l i v e d ,worked , p l a y e d or went toschool in the Libby area forat leas t six months prior toDec. 31, 1990.T e s t i n g w i l l consi s t o f ap e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w , thr e e-view chest x-rays and a lungf u n c t i o n t e s t . D u r i n g t h einterview, p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l lbe asked about p l a c e s wherethey have lived and worked,use of vermicul i t e and abouthealth and medical history.Chest x-rays wi l l be usedin the t e s t ing process because

t h e y can d e t e c t changes in
t h e l u n g s a n d l u n g l i n i n g s(that can result f rom asbestosexposure).T h e l u n g f u n c t i o n t e s tmeasures air f l o w in and outof the l u n g s to see how the
l u n g s a r e p e r f o r m i n g . T h etest is c onduc t ed by havingt h e p a r t i c i p a n t b l o w a i rr a p i d l y a n d f o r c e f u l l y i n t ot h e m o u t h p i e c e o f a p u l -monary func t ion machine.P a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l be no t i-f i e d of test re sul t s via l e t t e rabout three months a f t e r theyare tested. At any point in thet e s t i n g or eva lua t i on proc e s s ,i f a p h y s i c i a n i d e n t i f i e s ap o s s i b l e h ea l th p r o b l e m thatmay require immediate med-ical attention, the p a r t i c i p a n twi l l be t o l d or contacted byphone.

I n F e b r u a r y , A T S D Rissued an in t er im report on
1,078 out of the 6,149 p e o p l ewho p a r t i c i p a t e d in theasbestos medica l t e s t i n g la s tsummer.T h e report i n d i c a t e d thatthe chest x-rays of 30 percento f th e a d u l t s in th e g r o u pshowed some i n d i c a t i o n of a

l ung abnormal i ty .
S c a r r i n g was f o u n d on thechest w a l l s of 19 percent of

these p a r t i c i p a n t s by at least
t w o o f t h e p h y s i c i a n s w h o
reviewed th e x-rays. T h e s e
d o c t o r s have s p e c i a l c e r t i f i -
cation for e v a l u a t i n g chest x-
r a y s f o r a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d
changes.

T h e i n t e r i m r e p o r t r e p r e -
s e n t s o n l y 1 8 p e r c e n t o f
t h o s e t e s t e d . F i n a l r e s u l t s
f r o m l a s t s u m m e r ' s t e s t i n g
w i l l b e r e l e a s e d l a t e t h i ssummer.I n D e c e m b e r 2000,
A T S D R i s s u e d a r e p o r t o n
m o r t a l i t y f r o m a s b e s t o s i s ,which c o m p a r e d dea th rate s
f o r r e s i d e n t s o f t h e L i b b yarea with those in Montana
a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r
s e l e c t e d d i s e a s e s a s s o c ia t edw i t h e x p o s u r e t o a s b e s t o s .
T h e m o r t a l i t y f r o m asbes tos i s
in Libby was 40 t ime s that ofth e a v e r a g e o f th e rest o fMontana and 50 t ime s that ofthe U n i t e d S t a t e s .Exposure to asbestos camef r o m c o n t a m i n a t e d vermi-c u l i t e mined and processed in
the Libby area until 1990.



Rehberg seeks invest igation of EPA
A General Accoun t ing O f f i c e inves-t i g a t i o n into actions surrounding theEnvironmental Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y ' s

e f f o r t s to address the health threatsf a c e d by the community of Libby inthe past and present has been request-ed by U . S . Rep. Denny Rehberg.In a l e t t e r to the GAO dated July24, Rehberg asks that the inve s t iga t i ongo beyond the 53-page report by EPAinspe c t or general N i k k i T i n s l e y .^jUie i n s p e c t o r g e n e r a l ' s reportf<^9 to addre s s several importanti :s that are per t inent to the Libbysi tuation," Rehberg wrote in a l e t t e r toDavid W a l k e r , c o m p t r o l l e r general for

the GAO.Rehberg asks six questions, whichhe would l ike to be the f o c u s of theGAO investigation.
"I understand that the tragedy inLibby cannot be undone," theMontana repre s entat ive said. "I seekanswers to these questions on b eha l fof the c i t izens of the Libby communi-ty not in an e f f o r t to assess blame, butto f i n d out why the EPA conductedi t s e l f as it did and to see that any mis-takes are not r epea t ed again in anothercommunity."Rehberg wants to know:• Why was the EPA's f o cu s on

toxic substance t e s t i n g changed f r o mvermiculi te to asbestos in 1982 andwhat were the s p e c i f i c events, conver-sations, po l i c i e s and documents lead-ing to this decision? He also asked ifthere is any evidence that the changein f o c u s was the result of pressurea p p l i e d by W.R. Grace and Co. toE P A o f f i c i a l s and/or p o l i t i c a lappointe e s .• Why did the EPA, once in 1992and again in 1994, not take a c loserlook at h ea l th-r e la t ed issues in Libbyin l igh t of the history of reports, l e t-ters and s tudie s document ing heal thprob l ems there?

I n v e s t i g a t o n
Continued f rom Page 1the e s t imated $30 m i l l i o n theEPA ha s s p e n t in L i b b y f o rr e m e d i a t i o n and c l e a n u p o fv e r m i c u l i t e - r e l a t e d issues and
what t a n g i b l e b e n e f i t s werederived by this e xpendi ture .• W h a t , if any, changes canbe made to the f e d e r a l laws or
r e g u l a t i o n s t o h e l p the L i b b yc o m m u n i t y i n i t s e f f o r t s t oa d d r e s s i t s on-go ing h e a l t h -r e l a t e d p r o b l e m s and to seethat any past mistakes can be
avoided in the f u tur e?Last month, Rehberg h e ld acommunity round tab l e d i s cus-sion o f S u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n

: for the community examining
j some of the p r o s and cons| f r o m v a r i o u s c o m m u n i t y

groups.I t w a s t h e f i r s t t i m e t h a t

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m a broads p e c t r u m o f th e c o m m u n i t ycame t o g e t h e r to d i s cu s s anyissue r e l a t e d to the a s b e s t o sh e a l t h prob l ems and area cont-amination f rom asbe s to s- ladenv e r m i c u l i t e mined by Gracefor 30 year s and by theZ o n o l i t e company b e f or e that.T i n s l e y ' s r e p o r t , t i t l e d
E P A ' s A c t i o n s C o n c e r n i n gA s b e s t o s - C o n t a m i n a t e d
V e r m i c u l i t e i n L i b b y ,
M o n t a n a , " c o n c l u d e d t h a t
numerous t h i n g s occurred tod i v e r t t h e f e d e r a l a g e n c y ' s
a t t e n t i o n f r o m known prob-lems in Libby. She l i s t e d f r a g -m e n t e d a u t h o r i t y and p o o rcommunicat ions with the f e d -
eral bureaucracy, l imi t ed tech-n o l o g y and s c i e n t i f i c data andc o m p e t i n g f u n d i n g p r i o r i t i e s .

• Why did the EPA ignore the fa c tthat something was causing i l lne s sand death among both mine workersand others exposed to W.R. Grace'smine product?• How does the EPA j u s t i f y itsaction and inaction in Libby, particu-larly since it was discovered in 1978that asbestos-related health problemsin M a r y s v i l l e , Ohio, were related tovermiculite ore mined in Libby, andwere the EPA's actions in Libbya f f e c t e d by this discovery?• Provide a de ta i l ed accounting of
See I n v e s t i g a t i o n on Page 6



Doctors more of a threat than American guns
To the Editor:I have not yet made up mymind about l i s t ing Libby as asuper fund site, but since wehave the EPA in town I thinkthey should be encouraged tolook into this problem:Number of physicians in theU.S.: 700,000.Accidental deaths caused byphysicians per year: 120,000.Accidental deaths per physi-cian: 0.171 (U.S. Department ofH e a l t h & Human Servic e s)

Number of gun owners in theU.S.: 80,000,000.Number of accidental gundeaths per year (all age groups):1,500.Accidental deaths per gunowner: 0.0000188 (BentonCounty News Tribune on 17thof November 1999).
Sta t i s t i ca l ly , doctors areapproximately 9,000 times moredangerous than gun owners.Remember, not everyone hasa gun, but everyone has at least

one doctor.We must either ban doctors orhave all patients a p p l y for a per-mit before seeing a doctor. Athree-day waiting period toprocess the permit would allowthe local s h e r i f f and the FBI
time to investigate both you andyour doctor. We must do some-thing before this gets out ofhand.Please alert your readers tothis alarming threat. Gary Wil t



V j U V C I I I U i
p l a n s Libby
visit Aug. 8 s

ti (3ji An adviser to Gov. J u d y Martz wil l be at 7| this w e e k ' s Community Advisory Group meet-i ing to gather suggestions on the g o v e r n o r ' s
' I planned A u g . 8 visit t o Libby.1 " W e ' l l p u t togeth-I er an agenda basedon their input," saidShane H e d g e s ,M a r t z ' s pol icy direc-tor. The CAG meetingwill be at 1 p.m. inthe Ponderosa Roomat Libby C i t y Hall.Martz will be intown from about 10a.m. to 4 p.m. onAug. 8, Hedge s said.She plans to attend agroundbreaking cer-

emony at St . John' s Gov. J u d y MartzLutheran H o s p i t a l atnoon, but the rest of the day is open."We want to get the CAG's input on whatthey want the governor to see the most duringthat day," Hedge s said.Martz will be coming to l i s t en, not to talk,H e d g e s said. Part of her day wi l l l ik e ly bespent touring the area to see sites being con-sidered for S u p e r f u n d des ignation."She does want to get out and see some ofthe sites in Libby," Hedge s said.
Martz also wants to see if the community isinterested in receiving assistance in f i n d i n g aconsensus on the S u p e r f u n d issue, H e d g e ssaid. The governor could provide a f a c i l i t a t o rto bring interested parties together and workthrough the issues that need to be addressed,he said."If the community doesn' t want i t , we won't

pursue this," he said.Martz hasn't made up her mind on whetheror not Libby should be l i s t ed as a S u p e r f u n dsite, H e d g e s said."She wants to weigh all of the evidence," hesaid.The governor is also scheduled to have ahalf-hour telephone conversation with theLinco ln County Commisioners on Monday,July 30.The commissioners have been in contact
with Martz' s t a f f members trying to arrange a
meeting since early June. On June 18,Commissioner Rita Windom sent Martz a let-ter asking for a "phone conversation" to dis-
cuss community health issues.



East H e l e n a d i d n ' t realize L i b b y ' s f ear
far as

it a f f e c t i n g
the value
or f i n a n c i n g ,
w e h a v e n ' t
seen that. 99

Mike LarumLandmark Co.

By BRENT SHRUM
Western N e w s ReporterW h i l e some Libby res idents haveexpressed concerns that S u p e r f u n d designa-tion could devastate the area's real estatemarket, that hasn't happened in East Helena .

"Somet ime s f o l k s are a little more con-cerned about that proper ty than they would
be about other proper t i e s , but as far as ita f f e c t i n g the value or f inanc ing, we haven'tseen that," said Mike Larum, broker at theLandmark Co. real estate o f f i c e in Helena.The East H e l e n a site was l i s t ed in 1983because of heavy metal contamination asso-ciated with a lead smelter that had been in

• ATSDR to begin screening
See Page 3

operation since the late 1800s. The owner of
the smelter, Asarco, i n i t i a t e d c l e a n u p actionsthroughout the 1990s to remove p o l l u t i o nf r om the area' s soil and water. The c l e a n u p
inc luded the removal of contaminated soilf rom parks, streets and more than 650 yards.The replacement of r e s ident ia l yards hasa c t u a l l y had a po s i t i v e e f f e c t on p r o p e r t y val-ues, Larum said. He added that S u p e r f u n ddes ignat ion did not deter d e v e l o p m e n t of alarge parcel at the northeast comer of East

H e l e n a , where lot prices increased f rom thecost of back taxes to the $20,000 range."That was during a time when they wereunder scrutiny and evaluation," he said.The documentat ion c ompi l ed by the con-tractor c onduc t ing the c l eanup for Asarco isr e a d i l y ava i lab l e to anyone l o o k i n g at prop-
erty in East H e l e n a , said Ken V i v r e t t e ofReal Es ta t e of Montana. The paperwork can
p r o v i d e evidence that a piece of p r o p e r t y is
clean, he said."We do have p e o p l e who move into the
area who don't want to move into East

See East H e l e n a on Page 6
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East H e l e n a
Continued from Page 1H e l e n a because of that , and
ther e a r e p e o p l e w h o d o n ' tcare," he said.T h e East H e l e n a area h a s
grown a l o n g w i t h t h e e n t i r er e g i o n , sa id H e l e n a A r e a
Chamber of Commerce pre s i-dent Cathy Burwell."There are some new subdi-visions in that area," she said."There are some nice homes inthat area."

Burwel l l a u d e d Asarco f o rits d e d i c a t i o n and re spons ive-ness in cleaning up the site.
" W h e n e v e r t h e y had anyp r o b l e m s , t h e y t o ok care o fthem," she said.J u l i e Dolan o f J . Dolan RealEstate said s h e ' s never encoun-tered any S u p e r f u n d - a s s o c i a t e d

d i f f i c u l t i e s in the East H e l e n aarea."It never became an i s su ewhatsoever," she said.
In one case, when d e v e l o p -ing ranch land at East H e l e n a ,

D o l a n was r equ i r ed to haves o i l s a m p l e s taken t o p r o v e
there was no contamination."All the t e s t s came, back f i n e
and there was no trouble," shesaid.

T h e recent c l o s u r e o f t h e
s m e l t e r is more of a concern
f o r East H e l e n a r e s i d e n t s thanthe p o s s i b i l i t y of l i n g e r i n g con-t a m i n a t i o n , D o l a n s a i d . A n y
a r e d o u b t f u l t h a t t h e heavym e t a l s p o s e a n y real h e a l t hrisks, she said.

" I ' v e sold p r o p e r t y t o p e o p l ewho have l iv ed there all t h e i rl i v e s a n d y o u c o u l d n ' t t e l l
t h e m t h e r e was any k ind ofproblem," she sa id .

Retired East H e l e n a accoun-tant C l a r k P y f e r wa s on th ec o m m i t t e e d e a l i n g w i t hS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n in the
early 1980s.. Now 82 years o l d ,he said many p e o p l e there ares k e p t i c a l about h e a l t h r i s k sa s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e s m e l t e rsite. T h a t ' s obv iou s ly d i f f e r e n t

f r om the s i tua t i on in L i b b y , hesaid.
" Y o u ' v e g o t r e a l l y genuine-ly s ick p e o p l e there that cantrace it d i r e c t l y to asbestos," hesaid.
T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l

P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y ' s c on t inu-
ing presence in East H e l e n a is
a concern for some area resi-dent s , P y f e r said. W i t h Asarcoc ommi t t ed to e x t en s iv e recla-m a t i o n d e s p i t e t h e s m e l t e r ' sc l o sure , the EPA has enacted
s t r i c t e r c l e a n u p s t a n d a r d s a sthe years have p r o g r e s s e d , hesaid.

" T h i s is c y n i c a l , but I th inkt h e y have to be c o n c e r n e dabout j o b p r o t e c t i o n , " P y f e r
said. " T h e i r own, that is."



^\ ASK EPA!!Questions and AnswersV V~?«^' about A s b e s t o s and EPA's I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q: Will EPA clean up homes if Libby is added to the N a t i o n a l Priori ty Lis t?

: T h e s e are two separate issues. One issue is whether Libby q u a l i f i e sfor inclus ion on the national Priorit ie s Lis t (NPL). Another issue iswhether EPA assessment of homes containing vermiculi te insulationq u a l i f i e s them as a pub l i c health emergency. Being on the NPL doesnot, in i t s e l f , authorize removal o f in su la t ion material f rom peop l e ' shomes.
Libby q u a l i f i e s for proposal to the NPL based on the amount ofenvironmental contamination that has been found to date. EPArecommends sampling Libby from one end to the other, on a gridsystem, to uncover po t en t ia l p o c k e t s of contamination. T h i s Rind ofintense sampl ing is cost ly, time-consuming and beyond the scope ofEPA's Emergency Response Program, which is l imi t ed by time andcost constraints. NPL status is long-term and CAN ensure f u n d s tothoroughly screen Libby and take care of environmental asbestoscontamination found during the sampling. In addi t ion to the town ofLibby, the large mine site area needs to be addressed by the NPL ifEPA is to clean it up.
Even if Libby was added to the NPL, EPA C9uld only removevermicul i t e insu la t ion from p e o p l e ' s homes i f a p u b f i c heal themergency were declared. Without this declaration EPA does nothave the authority to remove materials which were i n s t a l l e d inhomes. EPA is currently considering whether to declare a pub l i chea l th emergency. ,u»e^r*r--v AJtAO sFor more informat ion cal l:Paul Peronard, On-Scene Coordinator at 303-312-6808 orW e n d y T h o m i , Community Coordinator at 405-441-1150 x241



ATSDR De%ins s c r e e W f l g s J u l y 30
By RAY STOUTWestern N e w s Reporter

A second phase of screeningsf o r s i g n s o f a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e dl u n g d i s e a s e s is set to b e g i nS u n d a y wi th p e o p l e in L i b b yfor class reunions.There w i l l also be t e s t ing the
weekend of Aug. 10-12 a f t e ranother reunion.There is no d e a d l i n e to sign
up for the interview, breathingtest and chest X-rays, said Dan
S t r a u s b a u g h o f t h e f e d e r a lA g e n c y f o r T o x i c S u b s t a n c e sand Disease R e g i s t r y , whichoversees the program.The second round is b e ing
o f f e r e d to anyone who wasn' ttested among the 6,149 p e o p l e
last year. About 2,000 p e o p l ehave been sent l e t t e r s , but
A T S D R i s better pr epar ed f o rbeing off the mark, Strau sbaugh
said."We p lanned for 3,000 andwe ended up w i th six ( t h o u -

sand)," h e said o f last y e a r ' stesting program. " W e ' r e s taying
a l i t t l e more f l e x i b l e this time.f We've learned our lessons from: the f i r s t time around. We j u s t
want to make sure everyone
who wants to p a r t i c i p a t e i s
a f f o r d e d an o p p o r t u n i t y to do
so."W h i l e las t y e a r ' s screeninginvolved more than double thep e o p l e i n i t i a l l y e s t i m a t e d , thisyear the sign-ups were barely a
q u a r t e r as many as of l a s tF r i d a y , s a i d S h a r o nC a m p o l u c c i , A T S D R d e p u t ydirector o f heal th s tudies . T h u sfar 518 p e o p l e have signed up
for health screening.Not a w o r r y , saidStrausbaugh. "No surprises yet.

It remains to be seen what thef i n a l number w i l l be . As theword gets out, we may start get-ting more and more calls."The agency began makingappointment s J u n e 25, he said.
G e n e r a l t e s t i n g i s t o b e g i nMonday, July 30.Sunday wil l be primarily foro u t - o f - t o w n p e o p l e a t t e n d i n g
the Libby H i g h School Class of1961 reunion to spare them anadditional trip to Libby.The same wi l l be done witht h e Classes o f ' 8 1 a n d t h e j o i n t' 7 1 - ' 6 9 - ' 7 0 - ' 7 2 r eun i on s ,which meet here Aug. 10-12.

For h e l p in contacting ATSDR
People e l i g i b l e for screening for asbestos-related health prob-lems, and who missed their chance last year, may s chedule anappointment at the t o l l - f r e e 1-800-439-8308.The Chicago-based National Opinion Research Center willmake appointment s beginning July 29 or 30 and running as longas necessary.The personal history interview, breathing test and three chest X-rays are administered at the Center for Asbes tos Related Disease,the modular bu i ld ing at 318 Louisiana Ave.P e o p l e who l i v e d , worked or played in the Libby area for sixmonths or more between 1924, when the nearby vermiculi te minebegan operating, and Dec. 31, 1990, are e l i g i b l e for the screening.Questions about the CT scans for selected Libby residents canbe asked of Dr. Oleg Muravov at the Agency for T o x i c Substancesand Disease Registry, 1-800-42-ATSDR.Anyone who knows of any kind of reunion occurring in Libbythis year - other than t h e high-school Classes o f 1961, ' 7 0 , ' 7 1and '81, which are already reported - is encouraged to call SharonCampolucc i or Kathy S k i p p e r at the above number. Or e-mail theagency at ATSDRIC@cdc .gov .People can also call Dan Strausbaugh at 293-2728, the numbero f t h e a g e n c y ' s Libby o f f i c e .

c o n s i s t e n t and c o m p a t i b l e ,S t r a u s b a u g h s a id . T h e t o t a lf r o m 2000, when the L i b b yt e s t i n g r a n f r o m J u l y t oNovember, was recently revisedto i n c l u d e f i v e ch i ldren te s tedin Libby, Carrpolucc i said.The program also included aweek of t e s t ing in Elko, Nev.,where 70 p e o p l e went throughin October. T h a t area becamehome to f a m i l i e s who soughtm i n i n g j o b s a f t e r t h e W . R .Grace and Co. vermiculite mineand m i l l s in L i b b y c l o s e d in1990.The f inal report on last year'sscreening is planned for releasel a t e this summer, Strau sbaugh

said. One ATSDR f i n d i n g sofar: Morta l i ty f rom asbestosis in
t h e L i b b y p o p u l a t i o n d u r i n g
1979-98 was 60 t i m e s the
national f igure .A CT-scan program for 330s e l e c t e d Libby-area r e s i d e n t swho took last year' s t e s t ing i songo ing . T h e i r chest X - r a y shad been inconc lu s ive , so the
C T s c a n n e r ' s more p o w e r f u lphoto s wi l l h e l p evaluate the X-
rays' u s e fu lne s s .The free scans began June 4and w i l l p r o b a b l y f i n i s h nextweek, S t r a u s b a u g h s a i d .T h e y ' r e b e ing done i n S t .J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l .

T h e y were to be c o m p l e t e d

before the second p»w»* of lh«
h e a l t h s c r e e n i n g , b c y m t h u t
g e t t i n g a l l o f t h e m i l u n c U
essential, C a m p o l u c c i Mini

T h e l i s t o f ' 6 1 c l a s s m r r n l t r r *
was prov ided to the ugeni> by
its J u n e d e a d l i n e , so A I SDKhas mailed i t s n o t i f i c a t i o n l e t t e r
t o most o f t h o s e a d d r e s s e s ,
S t r a u s b a u g h said. T h e o t h e rreunion l i s t s d i d n ' t make t h ec u t o f f , he said.The agency will do its best tocontact those p eop l e , he said."Where we have t ime andaddresses, we will send l e t t er st o tho s e f o l k s , " S t r a u s b a u g hs a i d . "We w i l l make everyef f or t . "

A n d i t ' s n o t j u s t c l a s sreunions the agency would liketo know about , C a m p o l u c c isaid. F a m i l y ga th er ing s , teamreunions, "anything that wouldbring peopl e that used to live inLibby back to the community"o f f e r a chance to f t o t i f y e l i g i b l ep eop l e .

#» cam«i oe



To the Edi tor
T i m e to r ep lac e o f f i c i a l s who a l lowed Grace f i a s c o
To th e E d i t o r :Being a R e p u b l i c a n forthe last 20 years, ex c ep t tak-
ing time off to work forPero t , I p r o b a b l y have a d i f -f e r en t view o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t yfor the whole L i b b y as-bestos f i a s c o than the coreof the p e o p l e I meet at the
C A G .What W.R. Grace did wasc l e a r l y criminal and theyshould be made r e spon s i b l e
for i t . H a v i n g said that , thecore of America l a y s withthe f r e e d o m of be ing able to
go out and make and grow a
bus ine s s f or y o u r s e l f and

your co-workers and your
f a m i l i e s . The way businessis set up t oday , company of-
f i c e r s are mandated by theirowners or shar eho ld er s togo out and make money atwhatever cost.

I be l i eve that a lot ofcompanies in some form oranother break laws f r o mtime to t ime to a c c o m p l i s h
thi s . T h i s is not a p i c ture-book g l i m p s e of Americanbusiness that most want toaccept , but it is r e a l i t y j u s tthe same.The f l ip s ide o f th i s , and
a l s o at the core of America ,

i s the people ' s right to em-p l o y p e o p l e and groups
through their tax d o l l a r s and
their elected o f f i c i a l s to po-l i c e these companie s andbring them to j u s t i c e if harm
is done to the p e o p l e .I b e l i eve that the greatesti n j u s t i c e is done when thee l e c t ed o f f i c i a l s or the
groups in their e m p l o y ne-g l e c t or ignore their d u t i e sto keep the p e o p l e f r o mharm. T h i s could happen inthe f orm of c o l labora t i onwith the companies they aresupposed to po l i c e . T h i s canalso h a p p e n i f hazards to the

p u b l i c are f ound and notcommunicated to said pub-
l i c .To combat these problemswe have e m p l o y e d , throughour e lec ted o f f i c i a l s , groups
and i n d i v i d u a l s to watchover the whole thing. Whenthey are inept and l i v i n g ina void I guess i t ' s t ime t ohave them shut down.The T i n s l e y woman saidit, t a l k to your elected o f f i -c i a l s ! I think s h e ' s right. W eneed to t a l k to them and t e l lthem to throw that bunchout!

Don S m i t h



If you d idn t p a r t i c i p a t e in last years asbestosmedical t e s t ing, you may be e l i g i b l e for FREEt e s t ing this summer if you
lived
Worked
Played, or
Went to schoolin Libby, MT for at least 6 months pr i o r to December31,1990.

Call NOW to make your a p p o i n t m e n t at 1-800439-8308A p p o i n t m e n t s are a v a i l a b l e beg inning July 30th for about 6 weeks. :
»

The asbestos testing program is part of the Libby Community Environmental H e a l t h ;Project sponsored by the Agency for Toxic Sobstances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), 'the US Environmental Protection Agency (EFA), the Montana Department of Heal th andHuman Services, the Lincoln County Environmental H e a l t h Department, and Montana;Department of Environmental Quality. For more information on ATSDR or Its role In this ;projec t , contact the headquarters In Atlanta , GA at 1 -888-42-ATSDR. •

to the Test!



,̂ >, ASKEPA!!
Questions and Answers

*\^ about A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q: When wil l the removal p r o j e c t at Libby M i d d l e School and theH i g h School and Plummer school be complete? W i l l the H i g hSchool f i e l d be usable when f o o t b a l l practice begins in August?

A: Work at the schools has begun and the removal of all contaminated soilshould be comple t ed by the end of September. General site restorationwil l d i r e c t ly f o l l o w contaminant removal at each location.
Plummer Elementary School was scheduled f i r s t and all work atPlummer inc luding site restoration should be done by July 31, 2001.
Next work will begin at the H i g h Schoo l . Set up of equipment and sitepreparat ion will begin the last week of July. The removal ofcontaminated material f rom underneath the tracks and the bleachersshould be done by Aug. 15, 2001. The excavated area will be backf i l l e d soon a f t e r removal. However, due to weather and contract ingconstraints , the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a rubberized track w i l l not l i k e l y takep l a c e until next spring. W h i l e th i s w i l l a l l ow for the use of the f i e l dfor f o o t b a l l this fall, it may impact the track season next spring. Wewill do everything we can to minimize the d i srupt ion to schoolactivities.
The m i d d l e school will be done last. Set up at the school will be inlate August with excavation to be comple ted by mid-September. Thesite will be b a c k f i l l e d and asphal t track wil l be ins ta l l ed by mid to lateOctober.

For more information please call:Paul Peronard, On-Scene Coordinator at 303-312-6808 orWendy Thomi , Community Coordinator at 405-441-1150 x241
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temnews.com The Western News 5EPA working to implement
in spec tor g e n e r a l ' s advice

By B R E N T S H R U M
Western News Reporter

T h e Environmenta l
P r o t e c t i o n Agency is working to
i m p l e m e n t recommendations
s t emming f r o m an i n v e s t i g a t i o ninto why act ion on asbe s to sc on tamina t i on issues was not
taken sooner in L i b b y , agency
o f f i c i a l s t o l d t h e Communi ty
A d v i s o r y G r o u p T h u r s d a y .

E P A I n s p e c t o r General N i l d c i
T i n s l e y b r i e f e d the CAG on her
r e p o r t , i s sued March 31.
T i n s l e y ' s o f f i c e i s part o f t h e
EPA but operates i n d e p e n d e n t l yt o aud i t t h e agency ' s programs.

T i n s l e y ' s report recommend-
ed that the EPA increase its part-ner sh ip s with other f e d e r a l and
s ta t e agencies, move ahead with
its c l eanup ac t iv i t i e s in Libby,
improve the documentat ion ofi t s d e c i s i on-making proces se sand look into the regulat ion of
contaminant asbestos, airborne
asbestos and produc t s contain-
ing asbestos.

"Many of the th ing s we rec-ommended in the report they
had a l r e a d y started to take
action on," T i n s l e y said.T i n s l e y s tres sed that her
o f f i c e has no authority to inves-t iga t e W.R. Grace. The purpos eof the i n v e s t i g a t i o n was to
review the record of the EPA'sinvolvement in Libby and tomake recommendations to pre-vent past problems from hap-

pening again.EPA S u p e r f u n d programdirec tor S t e v e L u f t i g reviewedt h e E P A ' s o f f i c i a l response t othe report. The agency is goingbeyond the s i tuat ion in Libby to
look at 244 other asbestos sitesin the United Sta t e s , L u f t i g said.Representatives of the EPA andother f e d e r a l agencies are form-ing a panel to ensure bettercooperation in the fu tur e , hesaid.A u d i t o r s f ound example s o fpoor communicat ion betweenf e d e r a l agencies and betweend i f f e r e n t EPA programs, T i n s l e ysaid."That in i t s e l f is not i l l e g a l ,tha t ' s ju s t th e way governmentworks," she said.The health of many p e o p l ewas damaged by that lack ofcoordination, said B i l l Sanders ,d e p u t y a d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e
E P A ' s O f f i c e o f P o l l u t i o nPrevent ion and T o x i cSubstances.• "What we're trying to do ismake sure in the fu ture , folks'heal th is not damaged becauseof lack of coordination among

the very compl i ca t ed programswe're all trying to run," Sanderssaid.
A number of CAG membersand audience membersexpressed d i sappo in tment that

more dramatic action has notbeen taken as a result of theinves t igat ion." Y o u ' r e saying y o u c a n ' t d othis, you can't do that," saidCAG member N o r i t aSkramstad. "We've been hear-
ing this for years. When is this
going to stop? S o m e b o d y ' s go t
to do something."T i n s l e y said the one th ing thatgets things done a f t e r her o f f i c epub l i sh e s a report is for the pub-lic to voice its concerns to theEPA and to Congress."You f o l k s have j u s t got tokeep pushing and pu sh ing andpushing and not let go," shesaid.T i n s l e y ' s response d i d n ' t s a t -i s f y audience member N e i lBauer, who accused her of"passing the buck."

"I came here for answerst o n i g h t , and quite f r a n k l y Ihaven't heard it yet," he said.



E P A o f f i c i a l s o f f e r S u p e r f u n d sugge s t i on s
• Agency makesI commitment onpthree key issues

BY ROGER MORRISWestern N e w s Publi sher
A viable alternative to S u p e r f u n ddesignation would be for the responsi-ble party for the toxic contamination toestablish a trust to cover the expense ofthe cleanup, national and regional offi-cials f rom the EnvironmentalProtection Agency told local businesspeop l e on Thursday afternoon.It was the second time EPA o f f i c i a l shave met with community businessp e o p l e . A l s o a t t ending the special meet-

ing were members of the Community.Advisory Group and some asbestos vic-tims.

In a d d i t i o n t o d i s c u s s i n g a l t ernat ive sto l i s t i n g the community or por t ions of
the community on the N a t i o n a l
Prior i t i e s Li s t f o r c l eanup, EPA o f f i c i a l sagreed to inve s t iga t e f e d e r a l p o l i c i e s onre s ident ia l and commercial l e n d i n g for
proper t i e s wi th in S u p e r f u n d l i s t e dareas.S t e v e L u f t i g , ass i s tant admini s t ra tor
for the S u p e r f u n d program inWashington, D.C., said the EPA wi l lcontinue c leanup actions, try to get anagency decision on cleaning vermi-cu l i t e f r om inside homes and business-es and solve the prob l em of f e d e r a lf und ing for mortgages."We continue to view this as the
most important c leanup site nationally,"L u f t i g said. "What we are reaching, ata point in the f u t u r e , we can't continueto call this an emergency anymore."

The EPA has been encouraging com-munity di s cu s s ion of l i s t i n g the former
W.R. Grace vermicul i t e mine and areas

contaminated with asbestos-bearingvermicu l i t e on the N a t i o n a l Prior i t i e s
Li s t .EPA usual ly re sponds to reports of a
toxic waste problem with an emergencyresponse team. Luftig said the EPA
moves to long-term remediat ion andf u n d i n g for c l eanup a f t e r either 12months or $2 m i l l i o n . The EPA emer-gency response team has been in Libbyfor j u s t over 20 months and by Octoberw i l l have spent about $26 m i l l i o n on
the Libby problem."The problem becomes how do youcontinue if the emergency ends," L u f t i gsaid. "We've stretched those limits asfar as we can."

The S u p e r f u n d program is designedto continue environmental investigationand c leanup e f f o r t s , he said. The pro-gram assures a community and the EPA
of continued f u n d i n g for the necessarywork.Real estate business owners shared

their concern about d e c l i n i n g propertyvalues and the f ear of ind iv idua l s notbeing able to get loans on propert i e s
inc luded within a designated S u p e r f u n dsite. L u f t i g agreed to have s t a f f checkwith Veterans ' A d m i n i s t r a t i o n and
F e d e r a l H o u s i n g Admini s t ra t i on o f f i -c ials .

Realtors also wanted to know ifS u p e r f u n d designation meant the EPAwas going to clean vermiculite insula-tion out of bui ldings.Vermiculi te insulation is a separateissue from S u p e r f u n d designation, sail}Paul Peronard, on-site coordinator for'the EPA's emergency response pro-gram. He said f ederal law doesn't allow
bun to deal with a sp e c i f i c productunless a health emergency is declared.Peronard is present ly conducting asecond phase of testing to see underwhat conditions vermiculite insulation

See Businesses on Page 5
0|



Wedne sday , J u l y 18, 2001 www.thewesi
Businesses
Continued from Page 1in a bu i ld ing is a health risk. Fornow the EPA has taken the posi-tion the insulat ion is not a haz-ard if p e o p l e do not disturb itand release toxic t r emo l i t e
asbestos f ib er s into the air.The decision to clean insula-tion out of homes will be madeat much higher level s in theEPA because of the extensiveuse nationwide of the product,
he said.S u p e r f u n d designation of theLibby area would be based oncleanup of vermiculite contami-nation of grounds and buildingsbesides from insulation."What is unique about Libbyis how the contamination wasspread," Peronard said. "Thenature of the contamination is indiscreet places where p e o p l edumped vermiculite f i l l . T h eproblem is f i n d i n g or i d e n t i f y -ing these things."EPA is c leaning up nineknown sites this summer andcontinues to inve s t igate t i p sf rom the p u b l i c about others, hesaid.At one point, L u f t i g suggest-ed that the Libby site could be

referred to by a generic namesuch as Western A s b e s t o sP r o p e r t i e s C l e a n u p and notinclude the name of Libby. Onlycontaminated propert ie s wouldbe included in the S u p e r f u n dsite, L u f t i g said.
"Paul (Peronard) could do abui ld ing by bui ld ing check,"L u f t i g said. "If it is contaminat-ed, we add it to the l i s t other-wise i t ' s n o t contaminated."Peronard has said that underS u p e r f u n d , he would l ik e toes tabl i sh a grid over the areaincluded in the l i s t ing and takesamples from within the grid inan e f f o r t to f ind contaminatedsites.
"To f ind where this s t u f f is inthe community you got to do theleg work," he said.L u f t i g expanded on that say-ing, "If you want a clean b i l l ofhealth you ought to take thetime to do the leg work."The key is having a responsi-ble party involved, said J o h nW a r d e l l , state operations direc-tor for the EPA. He said ASARCOhas been an active partner in theEast H e l e n a communitycleanup of heavy metals conta-

minating ground water and soil .
At many other S u p e r f u n ds i t e s , the r e s p o n s i b l e party hase s t ab l i s h ed a community trust

f o r c l eanup e f f o r t s , said J a c k
McGraw, EPA act ing regionaladministrator.

T h u s far, Grace has prov ided$250,000 annually f o r S t . J o h n ' sLutheran H o s p i t a l and they arep r o v i d i n g h ea l th insurance cov-erage for p e o p l e diagnosed withasbestos-related disease.
A c c o r d i n g to Peronard,Grace has yet to sign an agree-ment with the EPA to takere spons ib i l i ty for the cleanup orthe cost of the c l eanups l o ca l ly .The company did undertakecleanup of the old expansionp l a n t , which the C i t y of Libbyhad been using as an indus tr ialpark, but Peronard has saidGrace's contractor was in viola-tion of s a f e ty standards several

times and the property remainscontaminated. He said ex i s t ing
b u i l d i n g s , which the Grace con-tractor cleaned, remain contam-inated and wi l l be razed.



Panel shares concern for clean community
Quotes

"As we try to pick up the pieces of the human
devastation, \ve have to think about the future ~
there is a future. " Rep. Denny Rehberg
"We like everyone else want to see Libby cleaned
up." Bob Beagle,Munro Realty
"'The outside perception of the community is
already established. It can only be changed
through community resolution of the problem. "

Dr. Brad Black,.County health o f f i c e r
"If we want to see a major investment we have to
get a clean bill of health. "Bob T u n i s ,EDC director
"Along the way we will have differences of opin-
ion but in the end we will work together to find a
solution." S a n d y W a g n e r ,

CAG member
"It's absolutely necessary for all vermiculite to

J)e cleaned up quickly and efficiently. "Ron Anderson,County sanitarian
"The asbestos contamination is real but we are
not Love Canal or Chernobyl. "Mayor T o n y Berget
"We want to have a safe environment. "

Mike Munro,Businessowner
"Libby is already a Superfund site. It is a

Superftind site because it meets the definition of
an area where there has been released hazardous
materials. "

J o h n W a r d e l l ,
State EPA director

BY ROGER M O R R I S
Western N e w s P u b l i s h e rThe Libby community needs a

"clean bi l l of health" was a com-
mon po s i t i on espoused by the
par t i c ipant s in a roundtable dis-
cussion F r i d a y at Libby H i g hSchoo l on S u p e r f u n d l i s t ing.

U . S . Rep. Dennis Rehberg
organized the d i s cu s s i on to h e l ph i m s e l f understand the commu-
n i t y ' s asbestos contamination
prob l ems and to begin a p u b l i cdiscus s ion of whether the com-munity should be l i s t ed on the
Environmental ProtectionA g e n c y ' s Nat iona l Priorities Listas a S u p e r f u n d site.

Not all of the par t i c ipant swere in favor of the S u p e r f u n dl i s t i n g c i t ing ex i s t ing economic
problems that are threatening
businesses and homeowners.Others expressed concerns forcreating a "stigma" or "legacy"
that would haunt Libby' s econo-
my far into the fu ture .

"As we try to pick up thepieces of the human devastation,
we have to think about the fu ture- there is a future," Rehberg
said.

The asbestos contamination- i s
a re sul t of vermicul i t e miningand mi l l a c t i v i t y for 60 years,
which ended in 1990 when W.R.
Grace c losed operat ions.Local Realtor Bob Beagle of
Munro Realty said there was a 6
percent dec l ine in real estate
sales f rom 1999 to 2000. Local
real estate agents sold 120 prop-
ert ie s in 1999 for $10.7 m i l l i o nat an average s e l l i n g pr i c e of

Lincoln County S a n i t a r i a n Ron A n d e r s o n , at r i gh t , shares his concerns
during the roundtab l e discussion on F r i d a y about S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g for
the Libby community. To his l e f t are U.S. Rep. J e r r y W e l l e r , R-HL, U.S.
Rep. Denny Rehberg, R-Mont., and S a n d y Wagner , & CAG member.
$89,000, Beagl e said. In the y e a r '
2000, the sales were 119 proper-
ties for $10 m i l l i o n for an aver-
age s e l l i n g price of j u s t over
$84,000. For the J a n . 1 through
J u n e 25 p e r i o d , there were 30
sales for $2.3 m i l l i o n , he said.
The average s e l l i n g price was
$83,743 — a 7 percent d e c l in e
f r om 1999.

"We l ike everyone one elsewant to see L i b b y c leaned up,"
Beagle said.

He i d e n t i f i e d f o u r ways that
can be a c c o m p l i s h e d : H a v e W.R.
Grace be r e s p o n s i b l e for the
clean u p under t h e E P A ' s g u i d -
ance; the EPA receives a sp e c ia l
congressional a p p r o p r i a t i o n to
cover the cost of c l eanup; the
EPA agrees to continue the exist-
ing c leanup e f f o r t s and ensure
f u n d i n g f o r such e f f o r t s withouta S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g and, f i n a l l y ,

the community is l i s t e d as a
S u p e r f u n d site.

T h o s e same o p t i o n s have been
i d e n t i f i e d by EPA o f f i c i a l s at
past Community A d v i s o r ) ' G r o u p
meet ings in Libby.

Beagle said Realtors are con-
cerned with S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g :
causing a continued decl ine in
proper ty values stressing the
f inanc ia l a b i l i t y of homeowners
and loca l government e n t i t i e s
r e l y i n g on tax d o l l a r s ; e x t e n d i n g
the t ime f r a m e to s e l l and then
c lo s e on a p r o p e r t y as we l l as
r e l a t e d a d d i t i o n a l cos t s; having
an adverse a f f e c t on p o t e n t i a l
buyers ob ta ining f i n a n c i n g f o r
real e s tate; i d e n t i f y i n g the
boundaries of the propo s ed
S u p e r f u n d site or sites and iden-
t i f y i n g what is inc luded in the

See R o u n d t a b l e on Page 5
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, R o u n d t a b l e -
; C o n l i i i u e d f r o m I ' a g e 1c l e a n u p .

Dr. Brad B l a c k , c o u n t y h e a l t h
o f f i c e r a n d d i r e c t o r o f t h e
C e n t e r f o r A s b e s t o s - R e l a t e dDisease in

L i b b y , .said ( l i e most impor-
t a n t t h i n g f o r area r e s i d e n t s l o
remember i s (o r e s p e c t the
d i v e r s i f y o f o p i n i o n s o n t h e
S u p c r f u n d l i s t i n g issue.

"I t h i n k we all need lo be l i s -
t e n i n g lo each o t h e r and try to
u n d e r s t a n d where we arc allcoming f rom," he s a i d .

A c e n t r a l i s sue (o (he c l e a n u p j
i s l o n g - t e r m h e a l t h care, i
A l t h o u g h \ V ' . R . Grace i s p r e s e n t - ' •
l y p r o v i d i n g h e a l t h insurance t o
d i a g n o s e d v i c t i m s of a s b e s t o s - •"
r e l a t e d d i s e a s e , t h e f u t u r e o f t h e
insurance program is u n c e r t a i n ,
B l a c k s a i d , e s p e c i a l l y w i t h
Grace u n d e r g o i n g b a n k r u p t c yproc edure s .

" T h e o u t s i d e p e r c e p t i o n o f
th e c o m m u n i t y i s a l r e a d y e s t a b -
l i s h e d , " he s a i d . "It can o n l y be
c h a n g e d i h r o u g h c o m m u n i t y
r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e p r o b l e m .
A s b e s t o s c l e a n u p doc s have a
f i n a l e n d - p u t b u t o n l y t h r o u g h
c o o p e r a t i v e c o m m u n i t y p l a n -n i n g w i t h ( h e i J l ' A . "

B l a c k p o i n t e d o u t t h a tL i b b y ' s f u t u r e i s i n H i e h a n d s o farea r e s i d e n t s .
Bob T u n i s , d i r e c t o r o f (he :

L i n c o l n C o u n t y J j c o n o m i c •
D e v e l o p m e n t C o u n c i l , s a i d !
i n v e s t o r s w i l l inve s t in good or
bad news but not u n c e r t a i n l y . "If
we want lo sec a m a j o r i n v e s t -
ment we have lo get a c l e a n b i l lof h e a l t h , " he s a i d .

" P e r s o n a l l y I d o n ' l know i f
S u p c r f u n d i s the best way to
s o l v e L i b b y ' s p r o b l e m , " T u n i sc o n t i n u e d .

He asked Rehberg, and Rep.J e r r y W c l l c r , R - f I I . , w h o accom-
p a n i e d (he M o n t a n a congres s-
man, to c o n s i d e r a s p e c i a l
a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r t h e c o m m u n i -ty.

T h e r e ar e two i s sue s l a c i n u
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the c o m m u n i t y : c l e a n u p andh e a l t h care, T u n i s said.
"To the bus ines s c ommuni ty ,

the number one issue is c l e a n u pbut they are not l a c k i n g compas-
sion f or p e o p l e s u f f e r i n g or s u f -
f e r i n g l o s s w i t h i n the ir f a m i -
l ies ," h e said. "There s h o u l d n ' t
be a d i v i s i o n in t h i s community
because we want the samething."

A l s o , T u n i s said t h a t L i b b y
has been turned down on a p p l i -
c a t i o n s f o r f e d e r a l f u n d i n g
because of money a l r e a d y spenton the community re la t ed to theasbe s to s issue.

S a n d y Wagner, who knows of
21 p e o p l e in her h u s b a n d ' s fam-
i l y w i t h d i a g n o s e d a s b e s t o s -r e l a t e d d i s ea s e , said d e f e a t i s
not a communi ty trai t and theo b j e c t i v e for everyone i s to f i n da s o l u t i o n .

" A l o n g the way we w i l l haved i f f e r e n c e s of o p i n i o n but in the
end we w i l l work t o g e t h e r tof i n d a s o l u t i o n , " she s a id . "Theque s t i on of to be or not lo be aS u p e r f u n d is on the table."

CAG is one way for the com-m u n i t y l o become b e t t e r
i n f o r m e d on the asbes tos issues
and have q u e s t i o n s answered,she sa id .

C o u n t y s a n i t a r i a n Ron
- ' • - — c a l l e d t h e lask b e f o r e



the c ommuni ty enormous in
t ime and expense.

" I t ' s a b s o l u t e l y necessary f o r
all v ermicu l i t e to be cleaned up
q u i c k l y a n d e f f i c i e n t l y , "
Ander s on said.

A good deal of the e f f o r t to
rid the c o m m u n i t y of the source
of c o n t a m i n a t i o n is a l r e a d y
under way, he said.

"The mechanism for c l e a n u p
must i n c l u d e all aspects of the
problem," he said.

Don S m i t h , a (rack i n s p e c t o r
f o r t h e B u r l i n g t o n N o r t h e r n -
S a n t a Fe Railroad said he repre-
sented h i m s e l f and hundred s o f
rai lroad workers who have been
exposed to asbestos at the Libby
r a i l r o a d yards. The EPA learned
r e c e n t l y tha t the tracks near
downtown Libby have among
the h i g h e s t readings in the area
for asbestos contamination.

At t h i s t ime, the EPA has no
i n d i c a t i o n tha t normal a c t i v i t y
on the tracks s t irs up the f iber s ,
which were discovered by the
r a i l r o a d d u r i n g r o u t i n e c l e a n i n g
o p e r a t i o n s .

S m i t h , who has l i v e d in the
area for 23 years, said he has
been diagnosed with lung ail-
ments due to asbestos exposure.

His concerns are f or c l eanup
of the tracks and for t e s t ing, or
at least n o t i f y i n g railroad work-
ers who have worked in L i b b y
( h a t they s h o u l d be t e s t ed .

Mayor Tony Berget
expre s s ed conrern with "legacy
of b e ing p l a c e d on the
S u p e r f u n d l i s t" and the " f a l s e

percept ions of s a f e t y of being in
the Libby area."

"I do not want p e o p l e think-ing you need a respirator to
walk down the s tree t s of Libby,"he said. "The asbestos contami-nation is real but we are not
Love Canal or Chernobyl."The mayor said the communi-
ty needed to act c a r e f u l l y .

Businessman Mike Munro,who worked at the venniculitem i l l , said the issue was emo-
t i onal because human l ives were
a f f e c t e d and due to the l engthyt ime period it takes b e f or e
asb e s t o s -r e la t ed disease shows
i t s e l f , more lives wi l l be a f f e c t -
ed.

"We want to have a s a f e envi-
ronment," Munro said. "If
Libby is already cleaner than
many other communit ie s , do weneed to be d e s ignat ed a
S u p e r f u n d site?"He s u g g e s t e d a community
vote, wi th in the boundaries of
the Libby school d i s t r i c t , on
whether to d e s i g n a t e the com-
munity a S u p e r f u n d site.

"We have several monthsb e f or e we have to d e s i g n a t eS u p e r f u n d , " he continued. "The
people of the Libby communityneed to take control of the ir des-tiny."Munro expressed concernsthat under S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g ,Libby real estate values wi l l
continue to d r o p adversely
i m p a c t i n g local in f ra s t ruc tur e ,
e s p e c i a l l y the school system.

"Our community can't eco-

nomical ly and s o c i a l l y deal with
the s l ower re sponse o fS u p e r f u n d , " he said.

The EPA has said the mines i te and the community could be
d e s igna t ed as separateS u p e r f u n d s i te s and that thecommunity could be taken off
the l i s t a f t e r c l eanup, e s t imated
at 2-4 years.

"Most p e o p l e I ' v e ta lked t o
d o n ' t have a problem with t h e
mine designation," Munro said.
"But most do with the commu-
nity of Libby."J o h n W a r d e l l , s t a t e E P Adirec tor , recommended commu-
nity l eader s contact East
H e l e n a , B u t t e - S i l v e r Bow and
A n a c o n d a , al l d e s i g n a t e d as
S u p e r f u n d sites. He said gov-
ernment and business leaders
would share the pros and cons
of l i s t i n g as a S u p e r f u n d .

"Libby is already a S u p e r f u n d
site," W a r d e l l s a i d . "It i s aS u p e r f u n d s i t e because it meets

A --MORE B E A U T
' I "Way's smi le s are all about nai

JL ra l - l ook ing beamy. And noih
del ivers natural beauty more quid
d u r a b l y and c o n v e n i e n t l y than
C E R E C , the l e a d i n g edg e in deni
technology.

We are the on ly p r a c t i c e in Mont
t o o f f e r t odays t e chnology for t o e
smiles . For a f i l l ing nobody wi l l k

ou h a d , or a rnercury-to-ceramicS J 1 I W ^/^A" — -
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the d e f i n i t i o n of an area where
there has been re l ea s ed haz-
ardous m a t e r i a l s . "

Dave W i l l i a m s , who works
o n l i s t i n g S u p e r f u n d s i t e s w i t h i n
Region 8, said l i s t i n g s are pro-
posed f o u r times a year — in
October , J a n u a r y , A p r i l a n d
J u l y .

D u r i n g a p u b l i c comment
p e r i o d , a d d e d t o th e r o u n d t a b l e
at the l a s t m inu t e by Rehberg, a
l e t t e r was read f r o m LeRoy
T h o r n , a f o r m e r Grace e m p l o y -
ee, a l o c a l bus ine s s owner and a
member o f C A G .

T h o r n s a id h a v i n g W.R.
Grace r e spons ib l e for the f u t u r e
c l e a n u p was a "waste of time"
because o f t h e c o m p a n y ' s past
s t a l l i n g tac t i c s and i n a b i l i t y to
a d e q u a t e l y c l ean u p s i te s . H e
said a s p e c i a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n
f r o m Congress was u n l i k e l y and
that the EPA c o n t i n u i n g c l e a n u p
under the emergency response
program was u n l i k e l y ." C h r i s t i e W h i t m a n has a
chance t o do s ome th ing d i f f e r -
ent," he sa id. " S u p e r f u n d d e s i g -
n a t i o n cou ld be a lot s lower for
many p e o p l e and businesses."

L i n c o l n C o u n t y
C o m m i s s i o n e r Rita W i n d o m
expressed concerns with long-
term care for p e o p l e d iagno s ed

with a sbe s to s-re la t ed disease.
"We have a large p o p u l a t i o nhere tha t w i l l be i m p a c t e d notj u s t today, not j u s t for tomorrow

but for a very l o n g time,"
W i n d o m said. "My des ire is tohave you f u n d a c l in i c in
Libby."Rick P a l a g i , admin i s t ra t or f o r
S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l ,
said the best d o l l a r number any-
one can come up to p r o v i d e
long-term h e a l t h care w i t h i n thecommunity is $500 m i l l i o n .Concerns were raised on what
h a p p e n s i f the EPA f i n d s vermi-
c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n to be dangerou sto have in a home and business.

P r e s e n t l y , the EPA is recom-
m e n d i n g p r o p e r t y owners seal
o f f in su la t i on f rom l i v i n g or
work areas and do not d i s t u r b
the m a t e r i a l s . H o w e v e r , they are
conduct ing t e s t i n g w i th in some
homes to see if normal a c t i v i t i e s
and r e m o d e l i n g would create an
u n s a f e environment w i t h i n the
home. R e s u l t s of the s t u d y are
due out in the f a l l .

W a r d e l l said the EPA in
M o n t a n a has c l eaned homes and
not charged the homeowners.
He used Quite and its heavy
metal c on tamina t i on f r o m

See R o u n d t a b l e on P a g e 6
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C A G m e e t i n g a t t r a c t s n a t i o n a l r eg i ona l o f f i c i a l s
TK. ,-> . ° 7 °<—'^ T h e C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y

5 r o u p m e e t i n g o n T h u r s d a y ,
u l y 1 2 , w i l l i n c l u d e c o n t i n u e d
i s c u s s i o n o n t h e S u p e r f u n ds s u e b u t w i t h r e g i o n a l a n d
a t i o n a l o f f i c i a l s " f r o m t h e
n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n.gency on hand.

S t e v e L u f t i g , d e p u t y a s s i s t a n t
i m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e O f f i c e o f
o l i d W a s t e a n d E m e r g e n c y
e spon s e - th e S u p e r f u n d pro-
ran^fcnd Dave W i l l i a m s ,
egi^^ 8 c o o r d i n a t o r fori p p ' - f u n d w i l l b e a t t h e C A G
ei '. to c o n t i n u e a n s w e r i n gimmunity que s t ions .
L u f t i g i s b a s e d o u t o f' a s h i n g t o n , D . C .
A l s o " N i k k i T i n s l e y , E P A
s p e c t o r g e n e r a l , a l s o f r o m
a s h i n g t o n , D . C . , w i l l d i s c u s s
r r e p o r t ' ' E P A ' s A c t i o n s
m c e r n i n g A s b e s t o s -
i n t a m i n a t e d V e r m i c u l i t e i nDbv, Montana."
T h e r e p o r t w a s r e l e a s e d
irch 31 and d i s c u s s e d how the
l e r a l a g e n c y knew abou t the
= l t h r i sk s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e
•ma^fc.R. Grac e v e r r n i c u l i t e
ne Hr f a i l e d to ac: for a vari-
• o f r ea sons i n c l u d i n g f r a s -

raen t ed a u t h o r i t y , p o o r commu-
n i c a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e a g e n c y , l i m -
i t e d t e c h n o l o g y a n d s c i e n t i f i c
da ta a n d c o m p e t i n g f u n d i n g p r i -o r i t i e s .

P a u l P e r o n a r d , E P A o n - s i t e
c o o r d i n a t o r f o r t h e e m e r g e n c y
r e s p o n s e a t L i b b y s i n c e
N o v e m b e r 1 9 9 9 , h a d r e q u e s t e d
t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n .

A l s o a t t e n d i n g T h u r s d a y ' s
m e e t i n g w i l l b e S t e v e
H a w t h o r n e , c h i e f o f t h e emer-
g e n c y r e s p o n s e p r o g r a m a n d
P a t t i S m i t h , Region 8 emergency

Roundtab l e —
Cont inued f r o m Page 5mining as an example .

If the in su la t i on i s i d e n t i f i e d as
a danger , W a r d e l l said i t might
become a f e d e r a l l e v e l d e c i s i o n
because of die m i l l i o n s of homes
and businesses across the country
constructed with the mater ia l .

B e r g e t a sk ed i f a p r e c e d e n t
wou ld be set c l e a n i n g up L i b b yhomes.

"My f e e l i n g is we s h o u l d dea l
with these issues when they come
u p , " W a r c e l l said. " W e ' r e t a l k i n g
about circumstances well beyond

r e s p o n s e manager.
J o h n W a r d e l l , s t a t e d i r e c t o r

for the EPA, w i l l be at the meet-
ing.

"Dr. Chri s W e i s s , EPA t o x i c o l -
o g i s t , a n d D r . A u b r e y M i l l e r ,
P u b l i c e a l t h a s w i l l B i l l S a n d e r s , .
d e p u t y a d m i n i s t r a t o r f o r t h e
O f f i c e o f P o l l u t i o n P r e v e n t i o n
a n d T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s a n d J a c k -
M c G r a w , a c t i n g regional admin-
i s t ra tor for Region 8.

The m e e t i n g is at 7 p.m. in the
P o n d e r o s a Room at L i b b y C i t yH a l l .

Libby."
C l e a n i n g L i b b y homes of ver-

m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n would not be
p r e c e d e n t - s e t t i n g , said Dr. Black.
Nowhere e l s e in the country were
p e o p l e expo s ed in their everyday
l ive s as r e s id en t s of L i b b y were,he said.

" W e ' r e t r y i n g t o a s c e r t a i n
whether expo sure s that are docu-
mented are due to pas t a c t i v i t i e s
or c o n t i n u e to ex i s t ," W a r d e l l
said. "A l a r g e number of f o l k s
with no exposure to the mine or
mine a c t i v i t i e s have s i g n s o f

asbes tos-related disease, which is "
unique to this community." .1Whether c leanup occurs underS u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g or not, W a r d e l l ,said the same gr id-pa t t e rn sam-p l i n g o f the community should .
take place.In a f i n a l comment, Rehberg ,
said it came down to a t t i t u d e : . ;Does the c o m m u n i t y want to .
move forward.Rehberg said he h o p e d com-
munity l e a d e r s would continue :the d i a l o g u e toward a decision of.
l i s t i n g or not l i s t i n g L i b b y as a
S u p e r f u n d site.

L7
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Congressman shares tale of S u p e r f u n d
Ottawa, 111., is a recovering S u p e r f u n d site

with a story s imi lar to Libby' s , said U . S . Rep.
J e r r y W e l l e r , R - I 1 1 . , who p a r t i c i p a t e d in las t
w e e k ' s roundtable discussion.

Ottawa, about 17,500 p e o p l e , earned the
name "Radium City," much to the chagrin of
the busines s owners and r e s id en t s a f t e r it was
discovered the M i d w e s t community was cont-
aminated with radioactive waste.

Prom 1918 to 1936, the Radium Dial Co.
and then f rom 1937 unt i l 1978 Luminous
Proces s e s produc ed luminou s d i a l s f o r c locks
and watches using radium-based paints .

" M o s t l y women worked in the p l a n t s and
p a i n t e d radium on the watch d ia l s , " W e l l e r
said.

The c ompani e s let the workers take home
sampl e s for H a l l o w e e n to paint face s , andc o n t a m i n a t e d s o i l s were a l l o w e d to be used
for f i l l in yards and dr iveways , he said.

"They thought it was safe," W e l l e r contin-
ued. " S i x t y to 70 years l a t e r we d i s covered

the dangers. The company is no longer there
and hundreds of f a m i l i e s are a f f e c t e d . "Ottawa was p r o p o s e d to the N a t i o n a lPriorities List as a S u p e r f u n d site in July1991 and it was f i n a l i z e d in October 1992.W e l l e r said work is about h a l f c omple t edon 14 indiv idual areas contaminated wi th
radioactive materials. Many of the areas are
residential and inc lude some bu i ld ing s . About
50 homes were bu i l t on contaminated so i l .

The Environmental Prot e c t i on Agency has
spent about $45 m i l l i o n on the c l e a n u p thusfar, W e l l e r noted."The community has moved forward," he
said. "That c i ty is working hard to put that
tragedy behind them."

Ottawa is in a county, La S a l l e C o u n t y , that
is growing and has at tracted s i g n i f i c a n t
investments, and new j o b s , W e l l e r said.

" N P L l i s t i n g has not i n h i b i t e d the c i ty inany way," he said. "It has not hurt the cityand its viability."
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Gooc j o ^ L i b b y
T h o s e who t h o u g h t the community would reach a

consensus l a s t F r i d a y on whether or not to de s ignate the
L i b b y area a S u p e r f u n d s i t e o bv i ou s ly d o n ' t understand
s m a l l towns.

A l s o , th e r ound tab l e panel d id i d e n t i f y consensus on
a most i m p o r t a n t issue - everyone wants the town
cleaned up. We vary on what needs cleaning and howwe a c c ompl i sh it.

A c t u a l l y the roundtable was an excellent f i r s t pub l i c
di s cus s ion wi th every viewpoint par t i c ipa t ing. I t ' s obvi-

. ous some viewers should have been attending the
Community Advi sory Group meetings - or they
shouldn't have s topped coming — where they would

i have learned the answers to the ir quest ions months
ago..

H o p e f u l l y t h i s i n i t i a l d i s cu s s i on w i l l prompt more
p e o p l e t o at t end Thur sday ' s business meet ing with t h e
EPA at 1 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room at Libby C i t y
Hall. A l s o , it is hoped more res idents and more busi-
ness p e o p l e w i l l attend the T h u r s d a y night CAG meet-ings - the next one is T h u r s d a y at 7 p.m. in the
Ponderosa Room.

There w i l l be continued discussion on S u p e r f u n d , on
needed c l eanup of asbestos-contaminated vermiculite
and related issues at both meetings.

U.S. Rep. Dennis Rehberg and his s t a f f did an excel-l en t job in p u t t i n g together the r ound tab l e , in making
l a s t m i n u t e a d j u s t m e n t s to meet the c o m m u n i t y ' s needs.Rep. J e r r y W e l l e r a l so deserves thanks for coming to
L i b b y and shar ing his observations of S u p e r f u n d s tatus
and the e f f e c t s i t has had w i th in his Illinois d i s t r i c t .

We are not done and we can't a l l o w outs ide force s -
nei ther media nor p o l i t i c i a n s f or c e us to rush a decision.
Yes, the continued media coverage of the asbestos and
W.R. Grace issue is hurting us and for a time wil l con-t inue to hurt us. Remember, we are f a c i n g a big media
s p l a s h la t e r th i s summer on the release of s tat i s t i c s from
the h e a l t h screenings undertaken by the Agency for
T o x i c S u b s t a n c e and Disease Registry. There w i l l be
other t ime s , too.

And e v e n t u a l l y , when we reach a deci s ion - reach acommuni ty concensus - there w i l l be another round of
m e d i a a t t e n t i o n .

I t h o u g h t we did well last F r i d a y . T a l k i n g to a
M i s s o u l a reporter, she was impressed with how p o l i t e
and r e s p e c t f u l everyone was with each other.

As long as we maintain respect, as l ong as we agree
to disagree arid keep t a l k i n g , we can overcome any
prob l em. When we stop treating each other with
respect, when we start sneaking around behind each
o t h e r ' s backs a n d l o b verbal a n d social bombs, t h a t ' s
when we cease be ing a community and run enormous
risks of f a i l u r e beyond what we know today.

K e e p t a l k i n g Libby. And attend th e meet ings.
-Roger Morris



Libby needs tt f o cu s on loctd e f f o r t s
B y H O W A R D M C D O N A L D

There' s an o ld saying, "You f o o l me once,
shame on you. You f o o l me twice, shame on
T i e ! "

In the past two or three years, various
a d v e r t i s i n g sale smen have arrived in L i b b y ,
o f f e r i n g a l l sorts o f "wonder fu l" d ev i c e s ,
designed to enhance our city and bringtouri s t s to town by the droves. All too o f t e n ,
these schemes never measure up.

C h i e f among them was a scam a few years
ago that centered around a "cartoon map" of
the area. T h e s e promot ional p i e c e s can be a
very e f f e c t i v e promotional tool for a commu-
nity. W i t n e s s the very w e l l - d o n e map of t h i stype that is being used by S a n d p o i n t . T h i s so-
cal l ed "entrepreneur" canvassed L i b b y , o f f e r -
ing a map of thi s type to several merchants. It
was a s t r i c t ly cash-in-advance s i tua t i on and
a f t e r s e l l i n g several ads on and around the
map, th i s person went to the bank, cashed the
checks from the local merchants and no one
has heard f r o m him since.

Las t s p r i n g another promoter came to our
f a i r c i ty and o f f e r e d a "Libby Event s
Calendar." The pos ter-calendar was d e l iv-
ered, but there were several mi s take s on it.
N o r d i c f e s t w a s l e f t o f f c o m p l e t e l y , a l o n g
wi th a few winter events. F o l l o w i n g a series
of phone c a l l s , and an appearance by a repre-
sentative of the poster publ i sher, we at the
chamber were assured a new e d i t i o n with
a p p r o p r i a t e corrections would be d e l i v e r e d in
May. We are now ha l f -way through summer
wi th no r ep lac ement po s t er s , and no one can
f i n d th e promoters .

I believe the business community in Libbyneeds to be very aware of these th ings . If
someone comes to you a n d / o r your business
o f f e r i n g promotional material with accompa-nying a d v e r t i s i n g (at a high pr i c e) p l ea s e
tread l i g h t l y . If it sounds too good to be true,
i t p robab ly is. C a l l the chamber o f f i c e . The
p e o p l e w h o promoted t h e events pos t er d i d n ' t
even check with the chamber to obtain a cor-
rect ca l endar of upcoming mee t ing s and

events. If they had, we would have been
aware of thi s endeavor and could have
o f f e r e d input to the business community con-cerning their background and history. Wehave contact with other chambers that can
keep us abreast of scams and shady promo-tions.

Why can't items such as "coming events"pos ter s , "cartoon maps," bumper stickers,i n f o r m a t i o n a l bookle t s and brochures be pro-duced l o ca l ly? We have p e o p l e who can pro-vide the necessary pr in t ing services, along
with arti s t s , d r a f t s m e n and writers who canproduce these things and sales representativeswho can promote and market them, ke ep ing
the money in Libby where it belongs.

If you are approached by anyone s e l l ing amarketing t o o l , p l ease contact the Chamber
o f f i c e (293-4167). Chances are we can do itbetter here at home, and at a lower price.Give Libby a break!
Howard McDonald is executive director of
the Libby Area Chamber of Commerce.

To the Ed i t or
EPA has reported ambient air in Libby sa f e several times
To the E d i t o r :

The Environmental Protec-
t ion Agency purchased its 71 st
ad this week, not its f i r s t as
some newspaper s r epor t ed .

EPA began buying week ly
ad space for an "Ask EPA"
Ques t ion and Answer s t a r t i n g
in F e b r u a r y 2000 at the requestof a member of the Libby
C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u p .
Our la t e s t Q&A in three lo ca l
L i n c o l n County n ew spaper s on
the s u b j e c t o f the s a f e t y o f trav-
e l i n g to or l i v i n g in L i b b y - a
t o p i c of much concern in L i b b y
- is one more in a series of ads

aimed at g e t t i n g in f o rmat i on to
the L i b b y and L i n c o l n Coun typ u b l i c , not a media campaign
to 'promote' travel to Libby.

The agency purchase s these
ads to ensure the ir p u b l i c a t i o n .
T h e Q ' s a n d A ' s a r e a w a y f o r
all community members to get
t i m e l y and accurate responsesto many of their recurring ques-
t i ons and concerns. EPA also
uses them to report current ac-
t i v i t i e s , s a m p l i n g re su l t s and
f u t u r e p l a n s .

It is not the f i r s t time we
have w r i t t e n about the ambient
air w i t h i n the c i ty of Libby.

And, to set the record s t ra igh t ,
EPA m i s t a k e n l y repor t ed that
no asbestos was d e t e c t e d in
ambient air sample s taken near
the mine. A s b e s t o s was d e t e c t -
ed in the air at the mine s i te
and at the two processing cen-
ters.

N e w s report s on asbestoscontamination in Libby haveo f t e n s en sa t i ona l i z ed the issues.
Sensat ional stories s e l l ! EPAcannot respond to each ar t i c l e
or t e l e v i s i o n news program thatmakes the Libby s i tuat ion
sound worse than it is. Nor can
we i n d i c a t e that all areas of

Libby are s a f e to vi s i t . What
we have done and w i l l continue
do ing i s answer t h e p u b l i c ' s
questions honest ly and reali s t i-
c a l l y .

Q: Is it s a f e lo travel toLibby? A: Yes, it is. I w i l l
take my f a m i l y to L i b b y in two
weeks lo recreate.

Q: Is there a problem inL i b b y with asbestos contamina-tion? A: Yes. 1 won't take my
f a m i l y to any of the areas in
L i b b y that are contaminated.W e u d y T u o m i

E P A C o m m u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t
C o o r d i n a t o r
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It i s not common k n o w l e d g e Even some of hi s g r a n d c h i l - M a r g y J o h n s o n U r n b e r g Roseburg, Ore.

wil l have to present ' sol id s c i ence ' at some point
To th e Ed i t or:

It is F r i d a y , July 6, and my
business r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s have pre-
vented me from at t ending theS u p e r f u n d "yea" or "nay" meet-
ing.At some point in time, Dr.Peronard is going to have to comeup with some so l id science to jus-

tify money spent so far; and his
shooting from the hip rhetoric. Ap l a c e to start for the doctor(Ph.D.), would be a s c i e n t i f i cexplanation of "clean," as itrelate s to t r emol i t e asbestos f ibers .Both here in Libby, and in the
world.I have no desire for the good

doctor (Ph.D.) to turn theKootenai V a l l e y into a hugeS u p e r f u n d Site in order for him toconduct lab rat experiments inorder to develop a "science oftremol i t e asbestos."The whole world has naturallyoccurring tremoli te in its soil.Libby is not ac tual ly that unusual;

only the emotional reaction andlawsuits b y victims; their ' l e t ' sgrow the hospital' doctors; their' l e t ' s s u e t h e hell o u t o f whomev-e r ' lawyers; a n d their ' I ' m o n aroll for science dollars' EPA head.The science is not here fo lk s .But the EPA is. Be careful.Rob U i t h o f

G r i z z l y bear committee pre s ent s f o o d storage d r a f t
To the Edi tor:

I was reading the f o u r pages of
mee t ing notes dated April 24,
2001 f r o m the S e l k i r k / C a b i n e t
Grizzly Bear Subcommittee and
noticed that on page two, last
paragraph, that the U.S. F o r e s t
Service is going to dra f t a f ood
storage order for the Kootenai ,L o l o and Panhandle N a t i o n a l
Fores t s . The rough d r a f t of this
f o o d storage order w i l l be pre-
sented at the July 10 meet ing in
B o n n e r ' s F e r r y , I d a h o .

T h i s f o o d s torage order i s
going to e f f e c t all the citizens of
thi s county if you recreate (hunt,
f i s h , p i c k berries, ride, camp and
hike) or work in the fore s t . As
p r o p o s e d , it c o u l d cost you six
months i n j a i l a n d / o r S 5 , 0 0 0 f i n e
if you are f ound in v i o la t i on of it.

W h a t does it take to be in vio-
l a t i o n ? J u s t l eave your f o o d , your
pet f o od or your l ives tock f o od
on the ground where a carnivore

order states that you would have
to store in bear proof containersor the f o o d and game would have
to be stored 10 f e e t off theground, 4 f e e t out from a tree
trunk. Oh, I f orgo t to mentionthat this law a p p l i e s not only to
grizzlies but also to all carni-
vores, according to WayneKasworm U S F G .

Has anyone tried to hoist an
elk off the ground 10 f e e t up and
4 f e e t out or a deer for that mat-ter?

So what h a p p e n s when you
get an animal on the ground and
you don't get it up a tree and you
come back the next day with
fr i end s or pack animals to
remove your winter meat and
you have an encounter with abear (black or gr izz ly) and you
have to shoot in s e l f d e f e n s e ?
W e l l you could be f o u n d j u s t i -
f i e d in the shooting but in viola-
t ion of the f o o d storage order.
And that will cost you money.

We also have a prob l em here
in the Cabinets that we are
al lowed only h a l f of a pack ani-
mal per rider. How do we carry
bear proof containers, our f ood ,
the l ive s tock food and equipmentto camp on one pack animal?

Why does the USFS want a
law for which there is no prob-lem? When was the last docu-mented incident involving food
storage and carnivores in the for-
est?

Wayne Kasworm said at the
N o v e m b e r 2000 meeting that thef ood storage order was neededbecause of an incident in the
Yaak in which a grizzly had tobe put down.

As best as I can remember thatinc ident happened on private
proper ty not pub l i c proper ty but
maybe that ' s why on page three,

f i r s t paragraph of the April 24meeting notes the U.S. ForestService wants the county com- '•'.missioners in each of the coun-ties a f f e c t e d to go along with
impl ement ing this f o od storageorder on private proper ty, too.
A l s o in the same paragraph the ;USFS is going to encourage cor- ;porate timberlands and state
lands to agree to the order.T a k e time and read the f o od
storage order and see what it willcost you to carnivore proof your
p r o p e r t y i f t h e U S F S gets this
passed.

I f y o u d o n ' t mind extra laws
where no prob l ems exist and youhave extra money to waste don't
say anything to our
Commissioners or th e USFS.Danny LewisProje c t 56

P e o p l e promoting change should
o-overnment o f f i c e
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i C i ^ H u v K J ^ ^ ^ p J F !EPA ad promotes Libby as s a f e to vi s i t , s a f e to live
ii S i n c e the EPA

began its work
in November
1999, we have
come to
a p p r e c i a t e what

truly b e a u t i f u l
area Libby is.9 9

EPA adver t i s ement

In response to requests f r o m the busi-
ness c o m m u n i t y , the E n v i r o n m e n t a l
P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y is p r o m o t i n g Libby as a
s a f e p l a c e to l i v e and vi s i t .In ads released this week, the EPA is
saying it is s a f e for t r a v e l e r s to vis i tLibby, it is p o s s i b l e to l ive in Libby andnot be at excess risk f r o m asbes tos p o l l u -tion and they are c l eaning up areas f ound
to be contaminated.

"Ambient air monitors c o l l e c t e d sam-p l e s near the mine and in f o u r l o ca t ionsaround L i b b y for an entire year," the ad
reads. "The air s a m p l e s were analyzed and
no asbestos was detected."The EPA was cri t i c ized two weeks ago

during a meeting with business owners andmanagers for not r e spond ing to r epor t ingthat was in error or exaggerated the
asbestos prob l em in Libby. The businessleaders also asked that the EPA t e l l the
media that the prob l em is not widespread
and that c leanup e f f o r t s are under way.Paul Peronard, emergency response on-
site coordinator, said he can do that.The latest adverti sements, which w i l l
appear in area newspapers , is in response
to a question f r o m a po t en t ia l vi s i tor tothe community. The tourist was inquiring
whether it was s a f e to visi t the communi-ty, buy proper ty in Libby and l ive intown. He also asked if there were areas

within Libby that were s a f e or not sa f e ."It is p o s s i b l e to live in Libby and notbe at excess risk from asbestos," says thead. "If I were considering buying propertyand l i v i n g in Libby, the decision wouldnot hinge on po s s i b l e contamination."The ad continues to say that more isknown about proper t i e s in Libby thatother p lace s in the country."I would buy a house with vermiculi te
in su la t ion, but would p lan c a r e f u l l y how Iwould manage it," the ad reads. "I mightalso buy a house in need of e lectrical or
p l u m b i n g work with a similar

See EPA ad on Page 4

I^B

D.C. Orr
f i l e s f o rcouncil

on Rogers, Rod Delaney
f i l e f o r city counci l , t o o

Local contractor D.C. Orr has j o inedf i v e other candidate s vying for threeopen seats on Libby C i t y Council .
Orr f i l e d Thur sday , the last day for

cand ida t e s to register. S e a t s held by
council members Ken Sorensen, Dan
S t e p h e n s and J a n e Thorn are up forgrabs. All three incumbents have f i l e d ,and w i l l square off against Orr, Don
Rogers and Rod Delaney in November.The top three vote-getters w i l l be e lect-ed.

Mayor T o n y Berget is u n c h a l l e n g e d in
his bid for re-election. Counc i l member

J o y c e Baeth, appoint ed in November tofill a vacancy created by the resignationof Joe Johns ton, is unopposed in her bidto serve the two years remaining on theterm.
All other po s i t i ons , i n c l u d i n g mayor,

are four-year terms.
An outspoken crit ic of c i ty govern-ment, Orr cal led for Berget ' s resignationat a council meeting last March.
Orr accused Berget of corruption andc o n f l i c t s o f interest. His primary al l ega-

tion concerned Berget ' s acceptance of a
metal-s ided b u i l d i n g f r o m W.R. Grace as

part of a deal that relocated Mil lworkWest t o the mayor ' s fami ly' s property soth e c i ty ' s indus tr ial park could b ecleaned of asbestos contamination.
Berget refused to resign and suggestedthat O r r ' s accusations were p o l i t i c a l l ymotivated . Orr had denied he was going

to run for o f f i c e .
In Troy, Mayor J o h n Brown and coun-cil members Laura Schrader and DonBanning are seeking re-election. Brownis unopposed while Dave Cooper hasf i l e d as a candidate to chal l enge Schraderand Banning.
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EPA ad
Cont inued f r o m Page 1understanding."

The EPA recommends hiringa pro f e s s i ona l to remove thevermicul i t e and decontaminate
the house or ensure thatZ o n o l i t e a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n i ssealed off from the rest of thehouse."EPA has i d e n t i f i e d some
areas where there remainsasbestos contamination in thesoil," the ad continues ."However , c l e a n u p work is
under way. It i s the EPA's goalto i d e n t i f y and remove all suchsoil contamination in Libby as

soon as p o s s i b l e and we are well
on the way. T h e r e are manyb eau t i fu l areas in Libby that areu n a f f e c t e d by asbestos contami-nation."

In the adver t i s ement , the EPAalso says "Since the EPA began
its work in November 1999, wehave come to a p p r e c i a t e what atruly b e a u t i f u l area L i b b y is.
Much of the EPA s t a f f and con-
tractors working in L i b b y havespent vacation days there, someeven b r i n g i n g the ir f a m i l i e sf rom all Over the country."The EPA has s c h e d u l e danother meet ing with local busi-

Do You H a v e T h e s e Pains?
© Knee Pain © N e c k Pain © Elbow Pain
© Hip Pain © A r t h r i t i s © Carpa l Tunne l
© Joint Pain © Bone Injury © Low Back Pain

S T . T O H N ' S
L U T H E R A N H O S P I T A L O R T H O P E D T _8f SPORTS MEDICINE. P.C.

C o n t i n u e t o J o i n t l y Provide a L I B B Y S A T E L L I T E C L I N I C
Orthopedic Physicians Will Be Available In Libbv

© T h u r , July 12 © Mon, Aug 6
© W e d , J u l y 18 © W e d , A u e l S I

ness owners and managers onThursday, July 12, at 1 p.m. inthe Ponderosa Room at LibbyC i t y H a l l .

LADC meetsJuly 10 at 7 p.m. j
T h e L i b b y AreaDeve l opmen t Company w i l lhold a p u b l i c meeting at 7 p.m.on T u e s d a y , July 10, in thePonderosa Room at Libby City;H a l l .On the agenda wi l l be a pre-sentation by Bill Bassitt of theBassi t t G r o u p concerningp o t e n t i a l economic d e v e l o p -

ment strategies.For more information, ca l l j
293-8406.

C l a s s o f ' 5 1 h o l d sreunion July 13-1'
T h e L i b b y H i g h S c h o o l g r a d juating class of 1951 is i n v i t i n jf r i e n d s and acquaintances t<j o i n them at the Elks C l u b fotheir 50th reunion weekendJuly 13-14. !Open house is scheduled fojF r i d a y at 7 p.m., the banquejwi l l be S a t u r d a y at 6 p.m., witlpictures being taken at 5:30jC l a s s members should be therf

early, and the f i n a l evening w i l j



F o l l o w e r s , l eader s a. j p r t t a c k e r s
Last week, when ta lk ing to U.S. Rep. DennyR e h b e r g ' s s t a f f in Washington, D.C., I to ld them tokeep things out in the open and beware of hiddenagendas because this community is a power keg readyto explode .T h i n g s may be worse than I thought.Members of the Community Advisory Groupexpressed concern and mistrust on Thursday night forR e h b e r g ' s upcoming roundtable discussion on whetheror not the community should be designated aSuper fund site. CAG members were upset that a weekbefore the roundtable they were jus t learning about it.I don't blame them. There was an aura of secrecyabout this, until Friday's paper. CAG has been ground

zero for the asbestos issues for the past 18 monthssince few if any other p e o p l e in the community wantto deal with the issue. R e h b e r g ' s o f f i c e should haveasked CAG to recommend three members from theircommittee but three p e o p l e representing variousaspects and phi losophie s .
A l s o , not inc lud ing a medical person who is

involved with the asbestos issue, is absurd. Thebiggest expense, far greater than the costs involved in
decl ining real estate values if the community is desig-nated a S u p e r f u n d site, w i l l be prov id ing medical carefor the growing number of p e o p l e within the commu-nity diagnosed with asbestos-related disease. The spin-masters can say what they want, but we are f i n d i n gmore and more p e o p l e with diagnosed asbestos-relateddisease. Ask one of the doctors involved at the hospi-tal. And there will be a long-term expense to the com-munity.Also , this newspaper listed the selected communitymembers for the roundtable and we printed MikeMunro's name, his business and a reference to hischamber membership as it appeared on R e h b e r g ' s list.I added the word "active"out of respect to MikeMunro and his w i f e Dori, who are among the moreactive and generous members of the community.For people to read into this that he is representingthe chamber is f ar- f e t ch ed . For p eop l e to call him andaccuse him of less than honorable intentions is even
more ludicrous. Mike is concerned about the commu-nity and like most of us does not know which way —list or not list — o f f e r s the best opportunity for Libby.Besides, this roundtable is not the group making thef inal Super fund decision for the community. It' s a wayfor Rehberg to get involved and perhaps get up-to-speed on the issue.

MM•BM^4*M«^^A«MMM^*MMMMMMMi^MHB>M^^BHMBBl^M^HHI^H^MBi^^*V^"'If the roundtable were open to publ i c comment, it
would take more than the a l l o t t e d two hours.Remember, U.S. Sen. Max Baucus will be having asenate subcommittee hearing in Libby sometime laterthis summer, at which some public input will be taken.We've got to s top eating our own. We've got to stopattacking each other because we don't like s o m e o n e ' sposition or something they said or something they did.We need to show more mutual respect and agree todisagree but continue to work together or establish
working relationships.Good lord. We're a community of 11,000-plus peo-ple with 11,000-plus opinions. If we don't have somegive and take, we will be dealing with the clean-upissue for a lot more years than any of us want to con-sider. And we will be staring at the same dismal eco-nomic statistics that have haunted this community for
nearly 25 years.We have a great opportunity in front of us and all wecan do is bicker. That's right, I said opportunity. Everycommunity that has cleaned up an environmentalproblem — S u p e r f u n d or no S u p e r f u n d — and had aworking plan of not only the cleanup but the subse-quent economic development has succeeded to some
degree.Consider Anaconda. They turned a s lag heap into aworld-renowned g o l f course that every year brings
more p e o p l e to that community. We need to not onlyconsider the cleanup but think out-of-the-box on the
economic development aspects.For that we need community-wide cooperation.We also need some leadership. H o p e f u l l y somethingmore creative than the status quo of "Let the economybecome whatever it becomes."We are at an important crossroads as a communityand I get the f e e l i n g that too many peop l e aren't on th<path. We need some leadership to step forward fromthe city, county, chamber and EDC, and yes CAG, tolead us through this crucial intersection of circum-stance and opportunity.For too long now we've let everyone carve out theirown l i t t l e f i e f d o m and exist. It's time to bring thekingdom back together and some of us act like f o l l o wers while the others act like leaders. - Roger Morris



S t a t e t a k i n g s t e p s
' . Judy f v l a r t z may be t a k i n g s t e p s o f enormous

b e n e f i t t o t h e L i b b y c ommuni ty .
R e c e n t l y , t h e governor m e t w i t h W . R . Grace o f f i -

c i a l s a t t h e r eque s t o f S t a t e S e n . D i l l C r i s m o r e .
W h i l e i n i t i a l word o f t h e m e e t i n g r a i s e d e y e b r o w s

a n d c r e a t e d anger, t h e g o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e said t h e y
p l a n n e d t o meet w i t h E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n
A g e n c y o f f i c i a l s a n d c o m m u n i t y o f f i c i a l s a s L i b b y
moves t o w a r d a d e c i s i o n on how to h a n d l e c l e a n u p
o f a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e d v e r m i c u l i t e l e f t b eh ind
f r o m G r a c e ' s m i n i n g a n d m i l l i n g a c t i v i t i e s .

C r i s m o r e i s p u s h i n g for Grace to c l e a n up the
mess i n L i b b y under E l ' A a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . T h e gov-
ernor ' s o f f i c e says they are no t c o m m i t t e d t o a
course of a c t i o n , yet.

The c o m m u n i t y a p p e a r s s o p o l a r i z e d on th e
a s b e s t o s i s s u e t h a t l o c a l l e a d e r s h i p i s a f r a i d t o ac t ,
and when t h e y do so - as have the county commis-
s ioner s - they are s truck by a t i d a l wave of o p p o s i -
t i o n or c r i t i c i s m .

T h e m a j o r concern among L i b b y r e s i d e n t s a n d
b u s i n e s s owners i s tha t s u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n w i l l
c r ea t e more a d v e r s e p u b l i c i t y f o r t h e a l r e a d y r e e l i n g
c o m m u n i t y . A l t h o u g h i t ' s u n f a t h o m a b l e how, there
are a l s o many who don' t b e l i ev e there i s a prob l em.

On the o ther hand , the growing number ofa sbe s to s v i c t i m s and many o f th e p e o p l e d e a l i n g
w i t h t h e a s b e s t o s i s s u e b e l i e v e c l e a n u p i s t h e f a s t e s t
way t o pu t t h e n e g a t i v e p r e s s b e h i n d th e c o m m u n i t y .

One t h i n g a m a j o r i t y o f p e o p l e agree on , a n y t h i n g
b u t o f f i c i a l S u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n w o u l d b e p r e f e r -
able.

T h e r e ar e many p e o p l e who don' t trust t h e EPA -
because o f t h e i r p a s t track record, p er c e iv ed heavy-
h a n d e d t a c t i c s and because they are a branch of the
"government."

T h e r e a r e many p e o p l e w h o d o n ' t trust Grace t o
s o l v e t h e p r o b l e m a n d question t h e i r f i n a n c i a l a b i l i -
ty to do so s ince they have f i l e d for C h a p t e r 11
b a n k r u p t c y . Other s , v i c t i m s and t h e i r f a m i l i e s who
have been d i a g n o s e d w i t h a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s e a s e ,
are s t r u g g l i n g to get over the b i t t e r n e s s they f e e l
toward the company.

And based on i n f o r m a t i o n tha t has come out in
recent years that Grace ignored i t ' s o w n f i n d i n g s
t h a t workers and t h e i r f a m i l i e s were at risk w h i l e
t h e mine a n d m i l l s were i n o p e r a t i o n , w e l l , t h e r e ' s
l i t t l e g r o u n d f o r t r u s t f o r a m a j o r i t y o f l o c a l resi-den t s .

The p r o b l e m remains. We iiave v e r m i c u l i t e conta-
m i n a t i o n in i s o l a t e d areas of the c o m m u n i t y that
n e e d s c l e a n i n g u p a n d l o c a l l y p e o p l e a r e p a r a l y z e d
f r o m a c t i n g .

T h e g o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e m a y b e o p e n i n g u p d i s c u s -
sion to h e l p the c o m m u n i t y come to a consensus onhow to h a n d l e the c l e a n u p wi th the least amount of
damage to s t r u g g l i n g bus ines s and an a l r e a d y tar-
nished c o m m u n i t y p r o f i l e .

Even the governor is g o i n g to need ca lm and open
d i s c u s s i o n among the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s on how the
c l e a n u p s h o u l d proceed and by whom.

The process is s u p p o s e d to work l i k e th i s : we
reach a c o n c l u s i o n and make a recommendation to

I the governor. She t e l l s the EPA yeah or nay.
I I f w e d o n ' t i m p l e m e n t p u b l i c d i s c u s s i o n now.
j t h e r e may be a w h o l e s er i e s o f c l a n d e s t i n e m e e t i n g s
I in whi ch d e c i s i o n s a f f e c t i n g the l ong- t erm f u t u r e o f
j t h e c o m m u n i t y are made. Very f ew p e o p l e w i l l l i k e
I t h a t .
I T h e c o u n t y c o m m i s s i o n e r s a n d t h e L i b b y C i t y

C o u n c i l need t o e i t h e r survey p e o p l e f o r c o m m e n t s ,a c c e p t p u b l i c c o m m e n t s o r h o l d p u b l i c m e e t i n g s a n d
reach a c o n c l u s i o n . I f they d o n o t h i n g , t h e d e c i s i o n
w i l l b e made b y f o r c e s o u t s i d e o f L i b b y a n d L i b b y ' s
best i n t e r e s t s . - Roger Morris
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J p b b y I n c .
At her pre s en t rale of p u b l i c comment about Libbyand its S u p e r l u n d d e c i s i on , Gov. Judy Martz should be

trading us to New J e r s e y in the next month along withthe defunct Zortman-Landusky gold mine for a coupleof chemical dump sites.i It appears the governor is one of several p e o p l e tryingto force the community to make its S u p e r f u n d decisionquicker than we're ready to do.A couple of weeks ago Dave W i l l i a m s of theSuper fund wing of the Environmental Protection^gency said he was j u s t beginning to put together hisinformation, which is forwarded to the governor con-cerning Super fund designation for a community. Martzseems bent on reminding us the ultimate decision ishers.The EPA's proposal must be able to stand up in court,W i l l i a m s said. So he puts it together using the informa-tion gleaned from the e f f o r t s of the EPA crew in Libby.The Community Advisory Group and the local busi-ness people , who began meeting with the EPA lastmonth, have been told that a decision is not neededright away but community discussion needs to begin.The business community would like to continue thatdiscussion and not j u m p to a desicion without a thor-qugh understanding of the implications. They wouldj i l s o like answers to questions and assurances that thecleanup wouldn't drag on from 2-4 years to 20 years asseen in some listed communities,r Before meeting with State Sen. Bill Crismore and^W.R. Grace o f f i c i a l s , Martz appeared will ing to awaitJbby.'s decision and request. Short ly a f t er that meeting,die expressed concerns about the community beingdivided over the issue and now, in a newspaper reportMinted Wednesday, Martz is saying she needs scientificvoof that there is a problem before she agrees to^declare the community a Super fund site. And she's notw i l l i n g to receive that evidence from anyone associatedSwim the EPA's cleanup e f f o r t s in Libby.1 Interesting that she's wi l l ing to have a discussionAvith W.R. Grace's top o f f i c i a l s but not the peopledirectly involved in cleaning up the mess left behind byGrace.We have extensive information from the EPA, theAgency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. Thestate health department may even have a f i l e or two ofinformation. The Department of EnvironmentalQuality's file probably ends with the hearing to giveback the bond money on the mine reclamation. Therehasn't been much of a state presence here since thatf i r s t meeting hi Memorial Gym in November 1999.Even more interesting is Martz's refusal to respond tothe Lincoln County Commissioners, who have beentrying to set up a meeting with the governor. Since herelection, Martz has declined invitations to come toLibby to partic ipate in discussion of the asbestos andasbestos-related disease problems. The commissionerswould like to discuss the issue with her, as would GAG,who for the second time is sending a list of communitypriorities to the governor.Martz said she wants input from the community butyou have to wonder which part of the community.Earlier this year, the governor was sending letters ofsupport carried by whatever health person attended a1CAG meeting. Now we read her comments about us in •the media.Perhaps if we change the city's name to Libby Inc.we'd get better response or even a visit - Roger Morris



Rehberg a d d s
p a r t i c i p a n t s to
round tab l e l i s t

P a n e l i s t s have been f i n a l -ized for a r o u n d t a b l e d i s cus-sion on p o t e n t i a l S u p e r f u n dde s igna t i on for Libby, sched-uled f rom 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.on F r i d a y , J u n e 6, at theL i b b y H i g h S c h o o l gymnasi-um.
A l s o , the d i s cu s s i on hasbeen ex t ended f rom two

hours to three hours and ifthe technical aspect s can beovercome, it w i l l be aired onKLCB radio at 1 2 3 0 A M .
"Thanks to recommenda-t ions and input f r o m the citi-zens of Libby, these p a n e l i s t ss h o u l d a l l o w us to hear f r o ma variety of perspectives,"said U.S. Rep. DennyRehberg.
P a n e l i s t s w i l l inc lude: RonAnderson, L i n c o l n CountySanitar ian; Bob Beagle,Linco ln County Board ofReal tor s; T o n y Berget, mayorof L i b b y ; Dr. Brad Black,Center f or Asbe s t o s RelatedDiseases; K i r b y Maki ,S u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f L i b b y

S c h o o l s ; Mike Munro, owner
o f Treasure M o u n t a i n
Cas ino; D o n S m i t h , B N S F
ra i l road e m p l o y e e ; Bob
T u n i s , d ir e c t or L i n c o l n

C o u n t y EconomicD e v e l o p m e n t C O I . M C ' I ; S a n d y
Wagner, C o m r r i u r U y
A d v i s o r y G r o u p : . ' ^ h i i
W a r d e l l a n d D a v i d W i l l i a m s .
E n v i r o n m e n t a l I • o t e c t i o n
A g a n c y .

The p u r p o s e of *he round-
tab l e is to d i s c u s s now aS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n by the
EPA would a f f e c t the com-
muni ty o f L i b b y , i n c l u d i n g
r e s i d e n t ; ; and !ocal business-
es. Rehberg is a t t e m p t i n g tolearn more about the commu-nity prob l em and p o s s i b l e
s o l u t i o n s so he can p r o v i d e
whatever a s s i s tance might beneeded in the f u t u r e , an aidesaid.

A l s o p a r t i c i p a t i n g in the
round tab l e w i l l b e U.S. Rep.
J e r r y W e l l e r ( R - I 1 1 . ) . W e l l e r
is a member of the H o u s eWays and Means Commi t t e e
that h a n d l e s taxat ion issues.
He ha s in troduced l e g i s l a t i o nthat would p r o v i d e tax cred-i t s f o r c l e a n u p o f s o - c a l l e d
" b r o w n f i e l d " s i t e s and bringsexper i enc e on environmental
c l e a n u p and r emed ia t i on
e f f o r t s .

The r o u n d t a b l e i s open to
t h e p u b l i c .
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+1-1 \>,Asbestos h e l p groupscancel summer meetings
The support and information

groups for individuals whohave been impacted by. asbestos will not meet during„ the remainder of the summer.For more information about
} the groups, or to ask aboutresources for those who havebeen diagnosed with asbestos-

j related disease, call Laura* Sed l e r at 293-0180 or Pat5| Cohan at the Libby Center fort Asbestos-Related Disease,
* 293-9274.



To the E d i t o r 1*. J t,,c/
V i s i t o r s encourage cooperation to overcome asbestos issue
To th e E d i t o r :

My w i f e and I have j u s t re-
turned from one of the moste n j o y a b l e vacations we haveever had, in Libby and thesurrounding area. We had no
idea what was in store for us,as we had never v i s i t e d your
area be fore . But i t d idn ' t takel o n g , a f t e r v i s i t i n g the BigCedars, driving f or mi l e st hrough the b e a u t i f u l moun-tains and a l o n g the K o o t e n a i
River and s i t t i n g for hourswatching the w i l d l i f e , to real-
ize tha t we had come to one
of the most f a s c i n a t i n g andb e a u t i f u l areas in t h i s great
country of ours!And what r e a l l y makes a
t r i p l i k e t h i s memorab l e i s

v i s i t i n g and mee t ing thef r i e n d l y p e o p l e such as we
f o u n d in L i b b y and T r o y .The restaurants and storesthat we were able to vi s i tdur ing our short s tay, made
us f e e l welcome and want toreturn.It was d i s t u r b i n g to readand hear about the p r o b l e m sthat have occurred in theL i b b y area because of the
v e r m i c u l i t e mining. And ourheart goes out to all thosef a m i l i e s that have s u f f e r e dand w i l l c ont inue to do so for
many years to come f r o mthat exposure.

But h o p e f u l l y , your com-munity w i l l r ea l i z e that youmust a g g r e s s i v e l y continue to

work with a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e
to overcome whatever nega-
tive p u b l i c i t y you receiveabout this. And w h i l e not
m i n i m i z i n g the seriousness ofthe h e a l t h p r o b l e m s and thef inanc ia l c h a l l e n g e s that you
f a c e , your community has somuch to o f f e r that you canovercome those pas t prob-
lems.And u n f o r t u n a t e l y , thereare very few p l a c e s in ourcountry that have not had, orexperienced, s imi lar environ-
mental c h a l l e n g e s , and ineach of those areas, re s ident sare f i n d i n g that by workingtoge ther there is much they

can a c c o m p l i s h to make theircommunity wholesome andattractive.H o p e f u l l y , with h e l p f r o m
the EPA, and by working to-gether with a p o s i t i v e at t i-
tude , you can make Libby
a p p e a l to others as it did to
us! We look forward to a re-turn tr ip to Libby to take inthe beauty of your mountainsand rivers, to vis i t and be-
come acquainted with moreof you, and may be luckyenough to be there for one ofyour " N o r d i c f e s t s . "S t e w a r t and Rozana H a n d i n g

T u l s a , Okla.



\ V < 5 T < r / 0 / v e « * J 3 U I A U ^ ^ o IEPA ad promotes Libby as sate to vi s i t , s a f e to live
i i S i n c e the EPA

began its work
in November
1999, we have
come to
appre c ia t e what
a truly b e a u t i f u l

j area Libby is.99
EPA advertisement

In response to requests f rom the busi-ness community, the EnvironmentalProtec t ion Agency is promoting Libby as a
s a f e p lac e to l ive and visit.In ads released this week, the EPA issaying it is s a f e for travelers to visitLibby, it is p o s s i b l e to live in L i b b y and
not be at excess risk from asbestos p o l l u -tion and they are c leaning up areas f oundto be contaminated.

"Ambient air monitors c o l l e c t e d sam-p l e s near the mine and in f o u r locations
around Libby for an entire year," the adreads. "The air s ampl e s were analyzed and
no asbestos was detected."The EPA was criticized two weeks ago

during a meeting with business owners andmanagers for not re sponding to reporting
that was in error or exaggerated theasbestos problem in Libby. The businessleaders also asked that the EPA t e l l themedia that the problem is not widespreadand that cleanup e f f o r t s are under way.Paul Peronard, emergency response on-site coordinator, said he can do that.The latest advertisements, which wi l lappear in area newspapers, is in responseto a question from a potent ia l vi s i tor tothe community. The tourist was inquiringwhether it was s a f e to visit the communi-ty, buy property in Libby and live intown. He also asked if there were areas

within Libby that were safe or not safe."It is po s s ib l e to live in Libby and notbe at excess risk from asbestos," says thead. "If I were considering buying propertyand l iv ing in Libby, the decision wouldnot hinge on poss ible contamination."The ad continues to say that more isknown about propertie s in Libby thatother place s in the country."I would buy a house with vprmiculi teinsulat ion, but would plan c a r e f u l l y how Iwould manage it," the ad reads. "I mightalso buy a house in need of electrical orp l u m b i n g work with a similar
See EPA ad on Page 4

EPA ad
Continued from Page 1understanding."

The EPA recommends hiringa p r o f e s s i o n a l to remove the
vermicu l i t e and decontaminatethe house or ensure thatZ o n o h t e attic i n s u l a t i o n issealed off f rom the rest of thehouse.

"EPA has i d e n t i f i e d someareas where there remains
asbestos contamination in thes o i l , the ad continues.However , c l e a n u p work is
under way. It i s t h e EPA's goal
to i d e n t i f y and remove all suchsoil contamination in Libby as

on the«- .._,,. i l M ; l c are many
b e a u t i f u l areas in L i b b y that areu n a f f e c t e d by asbestos contami-nation."

In the advertisement, the EPA
also says "Since the EPA beganits work in November 1999 we
have come to apprec iate what aJuly beautirul area Libby is
Much of the EPA s t a f f and con-tractors working in L i b b y have
spent vacation days there, some
even b r i n g i n g t h e i r f a m i l i e sf rom all Over the country."

The EPA has s c h e d u l e danother meet ing with local busi-

' at P* nR ° ° m « L»by



Grace
continued I r o m 1A
t h e f i r e - p r o o f i n g business. F o r
ne.- ir ly two d e c a d e s , the newf o n n u l n vv;is s p r a y e d onto t h e
s k e l e t o n s o f o f f i c e bu i l d ing s ,s c h o o l s and h o t e l s acrossA m e r i c a .O n l y o n e t h i n g : G r a c e ' s n e wp r o d u c t was not c o m p l e t e l ya s b e s t o s - f r e e . A l i t t l e -knownkind o f a s b e s t o s , t r e m o l i t e ,la c ed the ore used in the spray.And wh i l e Grace knew th i s , f oryears it kept that knowledgel a r g e l y h idd en f r om workerswho a p p l i e d the f i r e p r o o f i n gand c l i ent s who wanted theirb u i l d i n g s a s b e s t o s - f r e e ,according to c o n f i d e n t i a l com-pany documents obtained byT h e N e w Y o r k Times .Thi s is not a r e p l a y of thefamil iar asbestos story, inwhich vast quanti t ie s of a"miracle product" were usedto insulate a generation ofbui ld ings , only to be unmaskedas a carcinogenic catas trophe.T h e story o f G r a c e ' s f i r e p r o o f -ing, with the brand nameMonokote , is far more ambigu-ous, raising questions abouthow a corporation should actwhen there is d e ep concern,but no s c i e n t i f i c certainty,about a p r o d u c t ' s sa fe ty.Much l e s s asbes tos made itsway into Grace' s new spraythan into its old produc t — le s sthan 1 percent , compared with12 perc ent , the company says.To Grace, the contaminationwas i n s i g n i f i c a n t — like "goldin sea water," one f ormer com-pany o f f i c i a l said. But manygovernment s c i en t i s t s f ear edthat asbes tos might be u n s a f eat any leve l . Even smallamounts l ike those inM o n o k o t e , they argued, shouldbe ou t lawed .A g a i n s t that backdrop — andj u s t when environmental aware-ness was becoming a potentforce in p u b l i c opinion — Gracepursued a s t ra t egy of silence.From 1970 until the late 1980s,

even as it f o u g h t a series ofother environmental battles,Grace maneuvered to keep itsf i r e p r o o f i n g business alive inthe fa c e of s t i f f e n i n g regula-tions and rising health concerns,internal company documentsand interviews with current andformer employees show.When the f l e d g l i n g Environ-mental Protect ion A g e n c y pro-posed an outright asbestos banin the early 1970s, Grace suc-c e s s f u l l y lobbied for a thresh-old ju s t high enough to keepMonokote on the market. Whenworkp lac e- sa f e ty o f f i c i a l s pro-posed l imit s that Monokotecould not meet, Grace's argu-ments h e lp ed d e l a y them foryears. T h e n , Grace usedM o n o k o t e ' s l e g a l i t y t o j u s t i f ycal l ing it asbestos-free.Grace declared bankruptcyin A p r i l , citing the costs of law-suits involving produc t s otherthan the new Monokote.The company was broughtto the brink of di s c lo s ing theasbestos content of Monokotemore than two decades ago, in1977. W i t h bu i lder s and archi-tects hearing ever-louderrumors of "a tremol i t e prob-lem," Grace o f f i c i a l s mets e cre t ly at company o f f i c e s inCambr idge , Mass. There , docu-ments show, they weighed therisks and stayed the course.While silence increased thedanger of being sued, they cal-culated, disclosure could havemeant the end of Monokote. So,they d e c id ed , customers whoinquired if Monokote con-tained asbes tos were to be to ldthat it did not.In the silence, workersusing the r e f o r m u l a t e dMonokote say they s t o p p e dwearing the cumbersome res-pirators de s igned to blockasbestos f i b er s . "With thea sbe s to s- free , we wore papermasks," said Harry D. Starratt ,a retired sprayer fromAndover , Mass. "There wasnever s u p p o s e d to be harm in

it." S c i e n t i f i c a l l y , the jury iss t i l l out. As with many carcino-gens — inc luding arsenic indrinking water, the sub j e c t ofrenewed debate in Washington— any danger f r om exposureto low level s of asbestos hasneither been proved nor dis-proved.Even so, there has been agrowing be l i e f among scien-t i s t s that any amount poses arisk, and g r a d u a l l y , the Occu-pational S a f e t y and H e a l t hAdmini s tra t ion, the govern-m e n t ' s l abor- sa f e ty agency,has lowered exposure limits.That l eve l , f e d e r a lresearchers es t imate, trans-lates into more than 10 dea th sfor each 1,000 laborers whoused the spray dai ly over theirworking careers. While asmany as 40 p e o p l e could havebeen exposed to the asbestos atany of tens of thousands ofconstruction p r o j e c t s , thosemost at risk were the dozen orso who mixed and a p p l i e d thespray. (The danger is minus-cule for p e o p l e who merelywork in buildings containingthe spray, s c i en t i s t s say.)Grace d e f e n d s the two ver-sions of r e f o r m u l a t e dMonokote it sold in the 1970sand 1980s. The company saysthat i t f u l l y in formed regula-tors of the contamination, andthat the asbestos contentalways remained within legallimits. As for the workers whoa p p l i e d Monokote , the compa-ny argues that their cumula-tive exposure was not greatenough to pose a danger. In thelate 1980s, the companys t o p p e d using the tainted oreand produced a new Monokotethat was truly asbestos-free.While the Monokote story isj u s t now coming to l i g h t , otherGrace p r o d u c t s containingtremolite have already becomethe f o c u s of pub l i c concern.Homeowners have accused thecompany of covering up dan-

gerous level s of t r e m o l i t e ininsulation, which Grace denies.Grace is also f a c i n g lawsu i t sf r om p e o p l e who deve l opedasbes tos-related i l lne s s e s a f t e rworking with the ore or livingnear company plant s . In Libby,Mont., where Grace minedmost of the ore, about 80 peo-ple have sued a f t e r becomingill. Grace says it took s t e p s tolimit its workers' exposure.For years, Grace had weath-ered l i t iga t i on from the o ld-style f i r e p r o o f i n g laden withasbestos. T h i s spring, with thenew court bat t l e s over tremo-l i te and a p lung ing stock price,Grace f i l e d f or bankruptcyprotect ion in hopes of f o r c ingp l a i n t i f f s and banks alike tostand in line.T h e ramifications o f G r a c e ' slegal strategy remain to beseen. Grace says it knows of noasbestos-related lawsui t s inconnection with the reformu-lated versions of Monokote.As for the workers, manylike Harry Starrat t broughtlegal claims, saying that theirlungs had been damaged bythe old Monokote spray. Untilspeaking with a reporter, Star-ratt did not even know that thenew Monokote also had someasbestos, and he has no way ofknowing if it compounded hishealth problems.Mark H. Whit e had a specialreason to wear only a papermask on the job in 1975. Hisf a t h e r , Kevin Whi t e , thenBoston's mayor, had bannedasbestos sprays. "It burns methat that ' s the way this compa-ny acted," Mark White said.His risk is probably tiny,since he worked constructionfor j u s t one summer. But manyothers used Monokote foryears. And since asbestos-related disease takes upwardsof 40 years to d e v e l o p , theclock is still ticking for them,the ones who worked construc-tion only a f t e r they thoughtasbestos was history.
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r ASK EPA!!Questions and Answersabout Asbes to s and EPA's Inve s t iga t ion

Someone r e c e n t j y wrote to EPA:"I will be travel ing to Libby Montana soon and I havethree questions:1. Is the area s a f e for the part-time traveler?2. W o u l d you buy proper ty in Libby and live in town?3. Are there areas in Libby that are s a f e or not safe?"

™ * ' ' • '

1. Yes, Libby is s a f e for the "part-time traveler." Ambient air monitorsc o l l e c t ed s a m p l e s near the mine and in f our locations around Libby foran entire year. The air samples were analyzed and no asbestos wasdetec ted. Since the EPA began its work in November 1999, we havecome to apprec ia t e what d truly b eau t i f u l area Libby is. Many of theEPA s t a f f and contractors working in Libby have spent vacation daysthere, some even bringing their f a m i l i e s from all over the country.
2. It is p o s s i b l e to live in Libby and not be at excess risk from asbestos.If I were considering buying property and living in Libby, the decisionwould not hinge on po s s i b l e contamination. In f a c t , more is knownabout many Libby properties than properties in other places in thecountry. I would buy a house with vermiculite insulation but wouldp lan c a r e f u l l y how I \yould manage it. I might also buy a house in needof electrical or p lumbing work with a similar understanding. I wouldconsider p p t i o n s such as• hiring an asbestos p r o f e s s i o n a l to remove the vermiculite anddecontaminate the home;• having a contractor trained in proper respiratory protect ion andprotect ive c l o t h ing do any remodel ing or renovation work; or• ensuring that Zonoli te attic insulation is - and remains - ,sealed off f r om -the rest of the house.

3. Yes, there are areas hi Libby, as there are everywhere, that are sa f eand those that are not sa f e . EPA has i d e n t i f i e d some areas where thereremains "asbestos contamination in the soil. However, c leanup work isunder way. It is EPA's goal to i d e n t i f y and remove all such soilcontamination in Libby as soon as po s s i b l e , and we are well on the way.EPA c a r e f u l l y monitors the perimeter of any area where it is workingand restricts access to those area where the clean-up, work is happening.There are many beaut i fu l areas in Libby that are u n a f f e c t e d by asbestoscontamination.
For more in format i on p l ea s e contact:Paul Peronard, Project Manager at 303-312-6808, orWendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150 x241
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Opinions d i f f e ron U i t h o f s worth
To the Edi tor:Mr. U i t h o f , you r e a l l ye n j o y cut t ing other p e o p l e ' sopinions. So this one is foryou! If I could buy you for whatI think you're worth and se l lyou for what you think you'reworth, I could buy Linco lnCounty and have money l e f tover to bui ld an asbestos clin-ic and research lab in Libby.A l i c e Priestt-o c
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To the Edi tor
U i t h o f urged to attend meetings, p a r t i c i p a t e
To the Editor:It was interes t ing to me toread Dr. "Dumb Dumb" U i t h o fcriticize the Environmental Pro-tection Agency and their scien-t i f i c f i n d i n g s of gross environ-mental damage done to ourcommunity by W.R. Grace.Dr. D.D. U i t h o f s statementsin past letters to the editor makeme wonder if he is even in thisworld or if po s s i b ly inhaling hisown fumes has f i n a l l y burned| up the few remaining smart c e l l s•that he had, making him an easypawn for W.R. Grace or for thatmatter, anyone else who mightwant to erect an asphalt plant inthe m i d d l e of town. Is it thefumes or is it the p r o f i t thatmight be made from s e l l i n g thei f u e l ?j My w i f e , Gayla's , only con-nection to the law f irm inK a l i s p e l l that Dr. U i t h o f re-ferred to is that they representedher and her sister in a lawsuitagainst W.R. Grace for thedeath of her parents. Due tooverwhelming evidence, the juryruled "guilty." Gayla refused ahuge settlement o f f e r from W.R.Grace because of the gag order,which would have accompaniedit. Also, W.R. Grace was wi l l ing

to pay her more to be quiet thanthey were o f f e r i n g her f r i end swho were d y i n g of the disease.T h i s lady does not needcoaching by anyone. During thelast 18 months, she has been in-vited to Sao Paulo, Brazil, as akeynote speaker at the GlobalAsbestos Conference, she hasbeen invited to c o l l e g e s to speakon asbestos and corporate greed,she has he lped to s top a quarrywhich contained tremolite as-bestos from re-opening within acommunity in New York state,and s t opped the expansion of avermicul i t e mine in D i l l o n ,Mont.Whether she is speaking toone or a thousand p e o p l e , hergoal is to make the world awareof the dangers of unregulatedf iber s that k i l l long a f t e r themines have shut down. At thestart of each speech, she t e l l s ofthe beauty of the communitythat she lives in, of the s implelife that we enjoy, but of thetragedy that we are attemptingto overcome to make this a saferand better community. Aftereach speech, she received astanding ovation. No, she does-n ' t need coaching, jus t a verysupportive network of f a m i l y

and f r i end s , which she has.Gayla has accepted no moneyfor this except for her trans-portation and, if any, donationsto the Asbestos Rel i e f Fund.Gayla isn't an easy person tolive with, but I understand herconcern for the future genera-tions of this community. T h i shas become more apparent tome since my brother and I, too,have been diagnosed with as-bestos-related disease, a resultof l i v i n g and growing up inLibby.None of the above eventswere ever discussed or pub-lished in the local media. Gaylacertainly hasn't given a goodpart of her life for the fame andfortune that she has been ac-cused of gaining, but it makesone wonder who controls themedia? The advertisers whowant to keep this story quiet orthe p e op l e who l i s t en to theradio and buy the newspapers tolearn of the news.The "stigma" of Libby wascaused by W.R. Grace and noone else. The "stigma" is not thepo s s i b i l i ty of a S u p e r f u n d desig-nation, but the constant id io t i cstatements made by some of our^community leaders. W.R. Grace
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knew full well what they weredoing all along. The sooner thatpeop l e like Dr. U i t h o f and oth-ers who depend upon us year-round in this community for ourbusiness, can pul l their headsout of their lower anatomy, thesooner we can get started f ind-ing solutions and put the prob-lems behind us.To throw a cheap shot back atyou, I ask, "What is your con-nection to W.R. Grace? Are youa stockholder in the "NewGrace." Do Grace's attorneyscoach you? Who pays you toplace your idiotic comments int h e papers? I f y o u a r e n ' t fur-nishing fu e l to the trucks drivingup and down the mountain eachday, are you angry because youcan't make a pro f i t on others'despair or do you make a p r o f i t ?Do you f ind these questions asin su l t ing and repugnant asyours' did to my f a m i l y ?If you have something worth-while to say, why hide behindpaper and pen, why not attend aCAG meeting and state yourpiece or are you too afraid of"reprisals" from the audience.I ' v e never heard o f anyonebeing beaten by an oxygen tank.David Benef ie ld "

: M . - i
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I ' m n o t anti-EPA
| To the Editor.Your Edi t or ' s N o t e was, wel l ,ideologically expected. But usu-i r t a l ly e d i t o r ' s d o n ' t actually ' s a yid it,' they merely insinuate it.I am not anti-EPA! I am,however, leary of their power;teary of their "guilty until youI —pr ev e you are Jap£S£n£Lleary
; of the pol i t i c s that permeatestheir pretend scientific objectivi-ty,i- I am a skeptic. Rob Ui tho fEDITOR'S N O T E : / like thefall back insult: "ideologicallyexpected "| Join the club on not trustingt .the EPA, On Sept. 22, 2000,1

• wrpfe that I neither trusted the
EPA nor W.R. Grace that thecommunity should hire a consul-tant to advise us on the variousrecommendations before us. The\ proposal to let Grace cleanLibby is comparable to sayinglet the state do the job. Thatwould be a long-term disaster.



c

Second meeting setwith EPA, businesses
A meeting with EPA and thelocal business community hasbeen scheduled for Thursday,July 12, at 1 p.m. at thePonderosa Room in Libby C i t yH a l l .



o\Rehberg to host S u p e r f u n d roundtab l e
U.S. Rep. Denny Rehberg willf a c i l i t a t e a roundtable discuss ion inLibby on Friday , July 6, on communi-ty economy and S u p e r f u n d designa-

tion.The discussion is scheduled at
Libby H i g h School beginning at 10a.m. and going for about two hours.Rehberg w i l l be accompanied by
Rep. Jerry W e l l e r (R-I11.), a memberof the U.S. Hous e ways and means
committee.Partic ipant s in the discussion will
be Lincoln County sanitarian RonAnderson; Libby Mayor Tony Berget,Doreen G u l l i n g s r u d , pres ident of theLincoln County Board of Realtors,Mike Munro, owner of Treasure
Mountain Casino and an active mem-ber of the Libby Area Chamber of
Commerce; Bob Tuni s , director of the

Lincoln County EconomicDevelopment Council; S a n d y Wagnerfrom the Community Advi sory Groupand John W a d d e l l , state director of theEnvironmental Protection Agency.
Rehberg would like to hear all sidesof the issue and f a c i l i t a t e a civil dis-cussion on the situation, said f i e l drepresentative Ten Dinnell of

Missoula.Rep. W e l l e r has s u c c e s s f u l l y passedinto law legislation providing taxincentives to clean up abandonedBrownfield sites across the nation. Hehas become a leading voice on theways and means committee in pro-moting issues a f f e c t i n g the new econ-omy, the internet, computer educationand high technology.He was f irst elected to Congress in1994 serving the l l t h district of

I l l i n o i s which includes part ofChicago and an area to the south ofthe city.The EPA has been involved in test-ing and clean-up of asbestos-contami-nated vermiculite in the Libby areasince November 1999. During arecent meeting of the CommunityAdvisory Group on cleanup issues,on-side coordinator Paul Peronard rec-ommended peop l e and businessesbegin considering Super fund designa-tion for the community and the oldvermiculite mine site 9 miles north-east of the city.Peronard estimated that if the com-munity were added to the NationalPriorities List , it would take two tof our years to test and cleanup areas
See Roundtable on Page 7

Roundtable
Continued from Page 1with asbestos-contaminatedvermiculite.He said there is not wide-spread contamination but Libbydoes have a widespread healthproblem because of past expo-

sure to the mining and m i l l i n goperations of the former W.R.Grace operations. Peop l e werealso contaminated when dustf rom the mine and m i l l s wasbrought home on the clothing ofworkers.



Community needs to make informed deci s ions, maintain voice
To the Editor:First, I would l ike to expressappreciation to all you f o l k s whohave taken the time to attend theCommunity Advisory Groupmeetings. Many of you havenever missed a meeting, which iscommendable. You come to themeetings because you care aboutLibby. You come to the meet-ings to be informed, to giveinput to the many complex is-sues that we face. You come tothe meetings because you under-stand the importance of ge t t ingthis right. You come to the meet-ings because you understand that
s our voice s are heard.

We are in the midst of what isfa s t becoming known to be,quite poss ibly, the worst man-caused environmental disasterknown to the EPA. Our govern-ment agencies need our input,they need to know what we ex-pect, in all fairness, to be doneto correct the problems we face.We are being heard by the gov-ernment. As Senator Baucus toldus at a town meeting held inMay, we the p eop l e , are the gov-ernment. In America our govern-ment responds to our voices. Al-though, it seems sometimes thatthings are moving at a glacialpace, progress is being made,

not ju s t for Libby but for all ofAmerica, because of Libby voic-es. We of Libby should be thank-ful that our voices have f a l l e n onears that are open to our con-cerns and the viewpoint from anexposed population. T h a n k f u lthat some of our elected people ,have and continue to step for-ward and champion the cause ofthe people. To those elected peo-ple who don't or won't , I say"Political careers will be madeor thrown away over what un-f o l d s in Libby, Montana," as allof America watches.We should be thankful that

our federal government has sentto Libby, to h e lp us, some of themost top notch, high perfor-mance peopl e we could havehoped for. Thanks, for the peo-ple like Region 8 Administra-tors, Bill Y e l l o w t a i l and RebeccaHanmer, who came to Libby andheard our voices; EPA directorCarol Browner, who heard usfrom her o f f i c e in Washington,D.C.In summary, as we move for-ward, let's try to make informeddecisions and, of most impor-tance, we must not lose the voicethat we as a community have.C l i n t o n Maynard

*
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A S K E P A ! !Questions and Answersabout Asbes to s and EPA's Investigation
Q: I heard that A T S D R would be providing medical screeningfor only 2,000 more p e o p l e this year. What should I do if Ih a v e n ' t been tested yet.

A: You can call 1-800-439-8308 to register for screening. If you call a f t erJune 20th, you may also schedule an appointment at the same time ify o u ' r e e l i g i b l e f o r testing.
Based on the number of p eop l e who were e l ig ib l e but not tested lastsummer, and those who have cal l ed since the complet ion of t e s t ing lastsummer, ATSDR is estimating that 2,000 peop l e wil l be provided withmedical screening services this summer. ATSDR does not have a "cap"on the number of p e o p l e who will be screened this summer.
The services will again consist of an in-depth questionnaire; a lungfunc t i on tes t; and a series of three chest x-rays.
If you didn't get screened last year, this is your opportunity to call thet o l l - f r e e number and determine your e l i g i b i l i t y and/or schedule anappointment. To be e l ig ib l e for the medical screening you must haveworked, p layed , attended school or lived at least six months in Libbyprior to December 31,1990.

For More Informat ion call:Wendy Thomi at 406-441-1150 x241
-77 of



EPA, B e n e f i e J d
criticized again
To the Editor-It was interesting to hear Dr.
Paranoid of the EPA, under thepretense of scientific objectivi-ty, call Libby a "third worldcountry."

Thanks.
Rob U i t b o f

To the Editor:
I think it would be reallygreat if Gay la Benefield wouldtell Libby and the world her trueand actual connection toMcGarvey, Sull ivan andMcGarvey, Attomeys-at-Law.I ' m tired o f t h e rumors. A r e

you a "press release" for the lawfirm? Do they coach you?Rob Uithof
To the Editor-To think that the EPA doesnot have a press release divi-sion, as you suggested in youreditorial, on June 21,2001, isreally naive.

I understand that the presstakes things out of context, putslegs on it, and watches it run.But, the EPA squishes suchthings when they are anti-EPA.Not when they are 'grow theb u d g e t , ' p r o - E P A .
Rob UitbofEDITOR'S NOTE: / didn 'tsay that. I said we need them tofocus on cleanup. If your abilityto understand the problem wasas good as your ability to con-

fuse people, -we would all bebetter off The issue is cleanupnot your anti-EPA philosophy.



Photo by Jay F o r s y t hT U R N E R T U N E - U P — Lonnie Hansen and Dave Zwang prep several of 31 lif t towers for construct ion of
the c h a i r l i f t at Turner Mountain Ski Area. Work has begun at the mountain and the lift should be ready foroperation for the upcoming season. Volunt e er s are needed to he lp with the c h a i r l i f t preparat ion work and con-
struction. P e o p l e can call Bruce Zwang or Dave Andarson, both of K o o t e n a i W i n t e r S p o r t s .

Jparly Head Start receives grant
Burns h e l p s secure $333,759 grant f r o m human services

By RAY STOUTWestern N e w s Reporter
At the p r o d d i n g o f Montana U.S. Sen. Conrad

Bums, a L i b b y f a m i l y advocacy group i s g e t t i n g a p u s h
with more than $300,000 in f e d e r a l f u n d i n g .

B u r n s ' o f f i c e announced last week the U.S.
Department of H e a l t h and Human Services will be
s ending a crant of $333,759 to Early Head Start inLibby.

"The s e grants a l l o w good programs l ike ( E a r l y )
Head Start to continue do ing the good work they do for
the f a m i l i e s and c h i l d r e n in the ir area," Burns said.
"They get ihe f u n d i n g they need and are given the

reins to do w i th it what they need to make their pro-
gram the best it can be based on their needs.

"These f o l k s know better than anyone how to maket h e i r group run well."
T h e money i s a c o n t i n u a t i o n grant, h e l p i n g L i b b y ' s

Early Head Start continue what i t ' s been doing, said
Vick i Paiag i , t h e p r o g r a m ' s educat ion and c h i l d - d e v e l -
opment s p e c i a l i s t . The program serves 48 f a m i l i e s , bypersonal v i s i t , a year a f t e r i t began.

The grant is "sort of an anniversary" treat, P a l a g i
said. The program is a p p l y i n g for an expansion grant

See Ear ly H e a d S t a r t on Page 7

EPA wants ,u5 bui ld ings 4

torn down
• Grace o f f i c i a l s say
industrial bu i ld ing s clean

B y L Y N N E T T E H I N T Z E
S p e c i a l to the NewsThe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency hasasked W.R. Grace to demolish f i v e bu i ld ing s thatthe company pains tak ingly cleaned last year

while decontaminating the former vermiculi teexport plant near downtown Libby.
Grace spent about $2 mil l ion to rid the city-owned site of asbestos. The property was being

leased by Mil lwork West when asbestos contami-nation was discovered early in 2000.
Company o f f i c i a l s maintain the bui ldingsaren' t a health risk.
"We know of no reason to tear them down. We

felt we s u c c e s s f u l l y cleaned them," Gracespokesman Alan Stringer said. "They can order
us t o do i t ; tha t ' s their prerogative, and we ' l l haveto comply."

T h e E P A approved G r a c e ' s c l eanup p l a n lastfall, but over the winter, asbestos f i b e r s continued
to f i l t e r out of cracks in the wood, EPA on-sitecoordinator Paul Peronard said.

"They didn't clean wel l ," he said. "Righi now,we're trying to resolve a sat i s fac tory restorationplan."
Str inger acknowledged that asbestos f i b er s

were f o u n d thi s s pr ing around the f o u n d a t i o n s oft h e b u i l d i n g s .
Grace and EPA o f f i c i a l s are working with thecity of Libby and former tenants Mel and J u d yBurnett to devise a p l a n for the property.
The B u r n e t t s ' re tai l lumber business and plan-

ing mill was relocated to U.S. 2 in Libby last
summer, and i t ' s unknown yet whether the busi-
ness will move back to its previous locat ion oncei t ' s deemed clean.

V e r m i c u l i t e was processed and bagged there
for decades, causing asbestos contamination, par-

S e e I n d u s t r i a l Par t ^ D — ~ • * '
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H e a d ' S t a r t
C o n c h - H i e d f r o m Page 1
f r o m HHS to boost it more, she
sa id .

Early H e a d S t a r t , a national
program for low-income fami-
l i e s , aims to promote heal thy
p r e n a t a l ou tcomes f o r pregnant
women, enhance the d e v e l o p -
ment of c h i l d r e n f r o m birth to
age 3 and promo t e h e a l t h y f a m -
i l y f u n c t i o n i n g .

P a l a g i said c h i l d r e n in the
program p e r f o r m " s i g n i f i c a n t l y
better" in c o g n i t i v e , language
and s o c i a l / e m o t i o n a l d ev e l op-
ment compared to c h i l d r e n who
w e r e n ' t . Parents also showed
more p o s i t i v e p a r e n t i n g behav-
ior, reported less phys ical pun-
i shment of t h e i r c h i l d r e n and
p r o v i d e d more h e l p f or their
c h i l d r e n to learn at home.

As of J a n u a r y there were 635
Ear ly H e a d S t a r t programs in
the n a t i o n serving 45,000 low-
income c h i l d r e n and t h e i r f a m i -

l i e s .The grant to the Libby pro-
gram f o l l o w s t h e c i t y ' s a p p r o v a l
of $74,000 in an economic
d e v e l o p m e n t grant t o F a m i l i e s
in Partner sh ip , the u m b r e l l a
organiza t ion that i n c l u d e s Early
H e a d S t a r t . T h o s e f u n d s wi l l
a l l o w Early H e a d S t a r t to move
f r o m 83 C o l l i r 0 Ave. to the big-
ger b u i l d i n g at 67 C o n i f e r Road.

"We got the money for t h a t ,

but now we need extra money t«
run that (Early Head Start) busi-
ness," P a l a g i said.

The move will a l l ow the pro-
gram to serve 18 ch i ldr en .

"This f u n d i n g makes a real
d i f f e r e n c e , " said C i n d y
Schaumberg , p r o j e c t d ire c tor o f
F a m i l i e s in Partner sh ip . "We
wouldn' t b e able t o pu t t oge ther
such a q u a l i t y program without
it."

N O T I C ETEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE
The East Fork of P i p e Creek Road # 336 on the L i b b yR a n g e r Dis tr i c t w i l l b e c lo s ed t o t ra f f i c f r o m Road J u n c t i o n309 to Road 112 f r o m 07:00am to 06:00pm M o n d a yt h r o u g h S a t u r d a y . The p u r p o s e o f t h i s c l o sure i s f o r roadmain t enanc e work that w i l l consist of b r u s h i n g and i n s t a l l a t i o nof new d r a i n a g e s truc ture s . Road work is expec t ed to c on t inueu n t i l A u g u s t 1. Road #336 w i l l be open to t h r o u g h trafficin the e v e n i n g s a f t e r 06:00pm and on S u n d a y . For a d d i t i o n a li n f o r m a t i o n contact N e a l K e r z m a n a t Canoe G u l c h RangerS t a t i o n , 293-7773..

A E J C T I O I V1f t Ur.SlTll!DAtJl\E 16111,2001ESTATE OF Tom Buu. - 963 BULL RIVER ROAD^ N o x a i t r MTDIRECTIONS: OFF Hwr 200, NORTH ONTO BULL RIVER ROAD(HWY 56),Go 10 MILES TO SALE SIGHT, SIGNS WILL BE P O S T E D .
AUCTIONEERS COMMENT: Tom was an avid outdoortman, all of bis astata Is In axcallant condition.T h i s sale otters something for •voryonal Don't miss It. S««ya the 16th. -Jen

I_____________________———„.. „ — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — - — — — — — — — — — — — - — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — •
VEHICLES -1992 CMC P i c k u p , SL Model, 4 wheel dr ive , 5 spe ed , 4.3 l i ter f u e l i n j e c t e d V-6, w / t o p p e r , 54,533 original mile s , 1988Chevy S - 1 0 p i c k u p . 2 wheel drive, 5 s p e e d , 2 .5 l i t e r 4 c y l i n d e r , w / T o n n e a u cover, 79,581 o r i g i n a l mi l e s . GUNS - RIFLES- Mos s b e rgs i n g l e shot .22, S, L, LR, Model 2 5 A , Stevens .32 caliber, s ing l e sho t , crackshot 26, Browning .22 caliber, 1 0 2 3 6 N W 1 4 6 , .W i n c h e s t e r , mode! 94, 30 WCF, 1 2 5 5 0 7 2 , R e m i n g t o n , model 700, B D L , 30-06, D684863G, Ruger N o . 1 , 7x57, 131-5 1 4 2 3 . S p o r t e r i z e d 30-06, S p r i n g f i e l d , E D D Y S T O N E , 905135 ,Spor t e r i z ed 30-06, S p r i n g f i e l d , R e m i n g t o n model 03-A3,4 1 8 5 1 8 1 . R O S S Rif l e Co. , Rol l ing B l o c k , c a l i b e r unknown, S a v a g e 990, l ever a c t i o n , 308 c a l i b e r , B 1 6 0 G 7 1 , Ruger, model 77 , 22Hornet , 720-35538.R. R e m i n g t o n S o n s , s i n g l e shot , .32 c a l i b e r , octagon barrel S a v a g e S u p e r s p o r t e r , 30-06, 5149. PISTOLS •9 m m R u g e r , S n . 5 9 4 9 , C h a r t e r Arms, o f f d u t y , . 3 8 s p e c i a l , d o u b l e a c t i o n , 1 0 1 1 3 9 2 , S m i t h a n d W e s s o n , 3 2 l o n g , d o u b l e ac t ion.
5 5 1 2 5 7 , l n t e r a r m s 9mm, S T A R B I B A R F I R E S T A R , 2 1 1 5 7 7 5 , N o r i n c o 4 5 A u t o m a t i c , moael o f t h e 1 9 1 1 A 1 , 506575, C o l t 3 5 7m a g n u m , d o u b l e a c t i o n . S m i t h and Wes s on , 22 ca l i b e r , d o u b l e a c t i o n , 6 inch barre l , 7 8 K 9 1 3 5 , Ruger , 22 a u t o m a t i c , 14-9 7 7 8 4 , V i c t o r , 32 SW, d o u b l e a c t i o n , 2 inch barre l , 55930. SHOTGUNS - Ithaca, 16 g u a g e , d o u b l e b a r r e l . S a v a g e , 24 V-A, over andunder , 30-30, 20 g u a g e , 3" , l t ha ca , 16 guage , p u m p , f e a t h e r l ight, 6 1 6 4 3 1 - 2 , S a v a g e , model 24, over and u n d e r , .22 c a l i b e r , 410,3",Rivers ide Arms, 12 g u a g e , d o u b l e b a r r e l , I t h a c a , 12 g u a g e , p u m p , mode l 37 , p o l y c h o k e , S a v a g e , mode l 2 2 0 , 1 6 g u a g e , s i n g l es h o t . W . R i c h a r d s , 12 g u a g e , d o u b l e barrel , damascus s t e e l , Cre s c en t F i r e a r m s Co., P e e r l e s s m o d e l . 12 g u a g e , d o u b l e barre l .Old1 2 g u a g e , d o u b l e barrel R E L O A D I N G / O U T D O O R E Q U I P M E N T - 1 3 f t . canoe, 1 2 f t . J o n boat , R e l o a d i n g t a b l e , r e l o a d i n g p r e s s ,brass, d i e s , ammo, m a n u a l s , powder , pr imer s , s ca l e , etc., p a c k b o a r d s , b a c k p a c k s , f a n n y packs , s l e e p i n g bag s , h u n t i n g boot s , h ipwaders , weather band rad io , tanned e lk h i d e , various homs, dome t e n t , metal d e t e c t o r , K e r s h a w b l a d e t r a d e r kn i f e set, b i n o c u l a r s .

A N T I Q U E F U R N I T U R E A N D C O L L E C T A B L E S • G r a n d f a t h e r C l o c k ( B . J . Cookes S o n s ) , P h i l a d e l p h i a , P a . ( M I N T ) . W a l n u tA r m o i r e . M e n s b u r e a u / d e s k , C h i n a hu t ch / cab ine t - l a r g e - h a r d w o o d , O a k bookca s e ,Old L a n e C e d a r C h e s t , 4 drawer dresser wi thl e a t h e r t o p , Oak commode.Old rocker,Old wooden c h a i r s . S t a t t o n oval mirror.Oak dr e s s e r ,C&G Pitcher and Bowl, Porcelain roaster
( S a v o r y ) , O l d k i t c h e n u t e n s i l s , S c y t h e , O l d t o o l s , p o l e c l i m b e r s , s ca l e w e i g h t s , B r a s s C a n d l e a b r a s , T r i n e r mail s c a l e . W o o d e n b u t t e rpre s s .Set of Old Ivory dinnerware.Set of J o h n s o n Bros, dinnerware, A d a m s gravy boat and l a d l e , M a n y , many i n d i v i d u a l pieces ofchina and crys tal by Havi lan t , T h o m p s o n , J o h n s o n Bros., S y r a c u s e C h i n a , Bavaria S c h u m a n n . O l d p i c t u r e s and r e l i e f maps. 1827
Leather Holy B i b l e , Old l ea ther bound books, Old l o t t o wooden game box.Large dict ionary with reading s tand.Old records, p l a y i n gcards, g a m e s , wooden w h i s t l e . GARAGE / OUTDOOR - Mower / brush cut t er 5HP-se l f p r o p e l l e d , L a w n Boy - s e l f p r o p e l l e dmower,2 weed eaters - gas,2 mountain bikes, 2 ton f l o o r j a c k , 2 H o m e l i t e chainsaws, j a c k s t a n d s , aluminum ext l a d d e r , wrenches,screw drivers , wheel barrow, l ive t r a p s , l i f e j a c k e t s , boat cu sh ions , rope s , brooms, rakes, s h o v e l s , h e d g e t r immer s , ex t cords , sk i lsaw, ax, ha t che t , mall, t arp s , post hole d igger , car ramps , bird houses, wind chimes, log chains, hoses, gas cans, tool box, f i s h i n gp o l e s , oars, cross c oun try s k i i s , bear recurve bow and arrows, Dremel tool and b i t s , snow shoes. HOUSEHOLD • C o r o n a d o chestdeep freeze .GE washing machine.Maytag dryer .Dining room t a b l e and 6 chairs.Oak computer d e s k . S o f a / hide-a-bed, Couch,l o v e s e a t , s i t t ing chair, Rocker ,Toyo kerosene heater, Wood k i t c h e n cabinet on casters GE microwave, Box s p r i n g , mat t r e s s ( q u e e n ) ,oak head board GE 4 head VCR.9 in GE color TV, JVC cassette p layer , Teac cassette deck Dennon CD p l a y e r and r e c i ev er .Olympiaword p r o c e s s o r , M e t a l f i l e c a b i n e t . f o l d i n g t a b l e a n d c h a i r s . K i r b y vacuum.Round c o f f e e t a b l e , S t e p l a d d e r s , 3-wood w a l l s h e l v i n gunits, Foot s tool, f a n , oak end t a b l e s , l a m p s , l a n t e r n s , books, C D s , t a p e s , v id eo s , p u z z l e s , games, head phone s , m a p s , co f f e e
maker p l p r t r i r r a n nnonor e i l t / c m r a r a ^^i/io m,««— i — • • • ' - —•—-• " • - — - - - - ' -



Crismore, Grace o f f i c i a l s meet with
Martz

By Brent S h r u m , W e s t e r n N e w s Reporter
A recent mee t ing with W.R. Grace executives and state Sen. Bill Crismore was a s t ep
toward do ing what ' s right for Libby, said a spokesman for Gov. J u d y Martz.
Martz met on May 30 with Grace chie f executive o f f i c e r Paul Norri s and vice pre s ident
B i l l Corcoran as well as Crismore and local Grace representative Alan Stringer.
The mee t ing was part of an e f f o r t to get input on the s i tuation from all s ides and come
up with a p l a n t o meet Libby ' s needs, said Martz ' s p o l i c y director Shane H e d g e s .
"The prob l em we're experiencing right now i s the p e o p l e of Libby aren't on the same
page," H e d g e s said.
The governor is also working on the issue with M o n t a n a ' s congressional d e l ega t i on and
p l a n s to meet with EPA o f f i c i a l s , H e d g e s said. Martz has also talked to EPA
adminis trator Chri s t i e Whitman about s chedul ing a town meeting in Libby thi s summer.
The goal is to get an accurate picture of what the community as a whole wants and
needs, H e d g e s said.
"I don' t know i f tha t ' s p o s s i b l e with emotions running so high, bu t we 'r e going to give
it our a l l , " he said.
The g o v e r n o r ' s top three pr ior i t i e s , in order, are ensuring adequate heal th care is
available for p e o p l e with asbestos-related diseases, preventing fur ther i l ln e s s e s and
ge t t ing asbestos contamination cleaned up for good, H e d g e s said.
Martz emphasized to Grace o f f i c i a l s that the company has a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the p e o p l e
of Libby to assist with healthcare needs and also to clean up l ingering asbestos
contamination from its d e func t venniculite mine, H e d g e s said.
The company a f f i r m e d i t s commitment to a fr e e medical p l a n for p e o p l e with asbestos-
related diseases , Str inger said, "to assure her we w e r e n ' t going to p u l l that off the tab l e
j u s t because we're in Chapter 11."
Crismore sugges ted that Grace might be able to take on more r e spon s i b i l i ty for the
c l eanup. A contractor working for the company conducted c leanup operations at the
c i ty ' s industrial park - f o rmer ly Grace ' s export plant - while the EPA i s d i r e c t ly
overseeing the cleanup of the former screening plant at the mouth of Rainy Creek.
"I know Grace would like to get the oppor tuni ty to get in and get this over with, and
that would be the best of all p o s s i b l e worlds in my opinion," Crismore said. "But that's
not what some p e o p l e want."
A l l o w i n g Grace to do the cleanup under EPA supervision could get things done more
quickly and at le s s expense, Crismore said.
"If a c o m p a n y ' s got to pay for having it done, they ought to have the opt ion of doing it
if they can do it much cheaper," he said.



Martz turns to public be fore Libby S u p e r f u n d decision
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•'You don'tmake decisions
without publiccomment and
knowing what
the people
want who live
there.'
- Gov. J u d y Martz

Q y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NM i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
HELENA - Gov. JudyM a r t z has not yet d e c i d e dwhether to s u p p o r t f e d e r a lS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n s f o rLibby and surrounding areas,b u t s h e said s h e ' l l re ly h e a v i l yon local comments in makingt h a t d e c i s i o n .M m t ' / . ' s s u p p o r t could makeo r break S u p e r f u n d s t a t u s f o rf e d e r a l c l e a n u p o f w id e spr eadasbes tos c o n t a m i n a t i o nt h r o u g h o u t Libby and nearby

s i t e sassociated witht h e d e f u n c tW.R. Graceand Co.Z o n o l i t e mine,U . S .Environmenta lP r o t e c t i o nA g e n c yo f f i c i a l s t o l dL i b b yr e s i d e n t s l a t e la s t week. T h eEPA has a p o l i c y of a l l o w i n ggovernors a sort of veto powerover S u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n s

Martz

and has on ly overr idden ag o v e r n o r ' s wishes once in sixyears in t h i s region.EPA o f f i c i a l s said thata d d i n g Libby and the mine sitest o t h e n a t i o n ' s S u p e r f u n d l i s t i sthe best way to guarantee long-term f e d e r a l f u n d i n g andc l e a n u p work. The EPA is inth e early s tage s o f p u t t i n gt o g e t h e r a p r o p o s a l f o r Libby,which l i k e l y would i n c l u d e oneS u p e r f u n d s i te encompas s ingthe town and another for them i n i n g and p r o c e s s i n gp r o p e r t i e s .

M a r t z said i t ' s early i n t h eprocess and she wants to hearf r o m Libby r e s i d e n t s abouttheir wishes. The town issharp ly d iv ided over itsp o t e n t i a l S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g ,with business l eader s worriedthe d e s i g n a t i o n would f u r t h e rweaken an a l r e a d y sloweconomy. S u p p o r t e r s o f theE P A ' s p l a n have said i t ' s t h eonly way to ensure c o m p l e t ec l e a n u p of asbestosc o n t a m i n a t i o n that has been
See LIBBY, Page A4
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Libby
Continued
l inked to dozens of d e a t h s andi l ln e s s e s .The R e p u b l i c a n governor saidshe has not been contacted aboutthe issue, but w i l l e x p l o r e thes c i e n t i f i c e v i d e n c e and wantss i g n i f i c a n t i n p u t f r o m l o ca l s . S h esaid the current di scus s ion isalmost premature, because shehasn' t been contacted by theEPA or others about the issue." Y o u d o n ' t make decis ionswithout p u b l i c comment andknowing what the p e o p l e want

who l i v e there," M a r t z said.Mary J o F o x , c ommunica t i on sd i r e c t o r f o r M a r t z , said M o n d a ythat the governor wants arecommendat ion f r o m theLinco ln County commiss ionersabout p o t e n t i a l S u p e r f u n d actionin Libby.
H o w e v e r , s h e s a i d , M a r t z f u l l yu n d e r s t a n d s t ha t w i thou t a l ong-term f e d e r a l commitment inLibby, the s t a t e and localgovernments could be lefth o l d i n g t h e b a g f o r c l e a n i n g u pdecade s of mining contaminat ion.F o x said M a r t z p r i m a r i l y w i l lconsider s c i e n t i f i c evidence f r o mLibby and the e x t e n t of

c on tamina t i on when cons ider inga n y S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g p r o p o s a l ."Those concerns are p r o b a b l ythe b igge s t , " Fox said. "However,if there is a s trong, overwhelmings ent iment t h a t it not h a p p e n ,tha t could a f f e c t her decision.""In the absence of t ha to b j e c t i o n , th e governor wouldp r o b a b l y r e l y most on what thes c i e n t i f i c ev idence demons tra t e ,"she a d d e d .Fox said the governor is w e l l -versed in S u p e r f u n d issues and 'what the d e s i g n a t i o n can meanfor a community. Martz , whobecame l i e u t e n a n t governor in1997 under f o r m e r Gov. Marc

Racicot, l ived and worked most
of her life in But t e - a center fornumerous S u p e r f u n d c l e a n u pac t iv i t i e s .



/n,. R e h b e r g ' s R o u n d t a b l e
CAG sharesconcerns ons e lec t ions

By ROGER MORRIS
Western News Publ i sher

F o l l o w i n g concerns raised a t T h u r s d a y ' s
Community A d v i s o r y G r o u p meeting, U . S .Rep. Dennis Rehberg is h o p i n g to involve
more p e o p l e in a r o u n d t a b l e d i s cu s s i on on
whether L i b b y s h o u l d be d e s igna t ed a
S u p e r f u n d site.

The roundtable is scheduled Friday , July 6,
at 10 a.m. at L i b b y |̂̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ HH i g h S c h o o l .

CAG members hadbeen unaware of the
meeting unt i l they
read about it in The
Western News shor t ly
b e f o r e the meeting
Thursday.

"I read about it in
the p a p e r t on igh t and
I ' v e g o t a l o t o f con-
cerns about it," saidGayla B e n e f i e l d ,
asbestos v i c t i m s
advocate and CAG
member. "Some ofthese p e o p l e h a v e n ' t
been involved and
may have th e i r own
agendas."

I n p l a n n i n g t h e
round tab l e , R e h b e r g ' ss t a f f have tried to be
responsive to commu-
nity concerns, said
C h i e f o f s t a f f A l a n
Mikke l s en . He said
recommendations f orp e o p l e to serve on the
round tab l e were
received f r o m loca l o f f i c i a l s .

Rehberg wants to cover as many d i f f e r e n t
viewpoint s as p o s s i b l e so he gains a bet ter
under s tand ing of the p r o b l e m s in L i b b y ,
M i k k e l s e n said. The r o u n d t a b l e i s targe t ing the
community economy and the issue of desig-
nat ing the community a S u p e r f u n d s i t e
because of a sb e s t o s contamination.

W.R. Grace mined and m i l l e d v e r m i c u l i t e
See R o u n d t a b l e on Page 4
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Roundtable
Continued f rom Page Icontaminated with asbestos forabout 30 years in the Libby area.I n 1999, T h e EnvironmentalProtect ion Agency responded toreports of widespread hea l thprob l ems and has been involvedin c l eanup and t e s t ing e f f o r t s
since.At the CAG meeting,B e n e f i e l d said there was no rep-re s entat ive f r o m the medicalcommunity." I t ' s t r o u b l i n g t o me,"B e n e f i e l d said. "I don't see a lotof p e o p l e who have beeninvolved in this (issue)."She also expressed concernswith how much weight theroundtable will have on a com-muni ty de c i s i on aboutS u p e r f u n d l i s t ing .On Friday , R e h b e r g ' s o f f i c esaid the congressman is lookingat ways to involve more CAGmembers in the roundtable.

However, there will be notime for publ i c comment. Eachmember of the roundtable w i l lbe given three-minutes for a

presentation and then there willbe a period in which Rehberg
asks questions and di scus s e s the
issue with the other panel mem-bers. The roundtable is sched-
uled to last no more than twohours."Maybe we can approach thisas an opportuni ty, the beginningo f a discussion instead o f ' W h a tthe hel l i s he up to?'" said
L i n c o l n County Sani tar ian Ron
Anderson, also a CAG member.Another CAG member, DonWilk in s , agreed that a medicalrepre s entat ive was needed onthe r o u n d t a b l e because thef inancial health of the commu-nity was tied to the physicalhealth.

"If Rep. Rehberg is con-
cerned about the h e a l t h ofLincoln County and Libby, sofar he ' s been interested in the
f inanc ia l health," W i l k i n s said." W e ' r e l o ok ing f o r ways t o

• bring this community together,"
said Mel Parker, whose home
and business is ground zero foran ongoing massive c l e a n u p by

Cherry bombs, M-80s among
numerous i l l e g a l f ireworks

the EPA. "We certainly need toget more input from the public."His w i f e , Lerah, expressedconcerns that the 10 a.m. meet-ing was not convenient for peo-ple to attend.Asbes to s victim Bob Dedricksaid Rehberg showed concernwhen he visited Libby whilecampaigning last f a l l b u t d i d n ' tknow much about the issue."Maybe h e ' s trying t o learnmore," Dedrick said.Participants in the roundtable,as designated by Rehberg lastweek, were: Anderson andS a n d y Wagner, both members ofC A G ; Libby Mayor TonyBerget, Doreen G u l l i n g s r u d ,pre s id en t of the Lincoln CountyBoard of Realtors; Mike Munro,owner of Treasure MountainCasino; Bob Tunis, director ofthe Lincoln County Economic
Development Council and J o h nW a d d e l l , state director of theEPA.T r a v e l i n g with Rehberg isRep. J e r r y W e l l e r , R—111., a
member of the U.S. House waysand means committee, who wasinstrumental is passing legisla-tion to provide tax incentives toclean up abandoned Brownf i e ld
s i t e s across the nation..Fireworks—

f ~ ! _ 1 I I I Ut
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Follower s , l eaders and attackers
Last week, when talking to U . S . Rep. DennyR e h b e r g ' s start in Washington, D.C., I to ld them tokeep things out in the open and beware of hiddenagendas because this community is a power keg readyto explode.Things may be worse than I thought.Members of the Community Advisory Groupexpressed concern and mistrust on Thursday night forR e h b e r g ' s upcoming roundtable discussion on whetheror not the community should be designated aSuper fund site. CAG members were upset that a weekbefore the roundtable they were jus t learning about it.I don't blame them. There was an aura of secrecyabout this, until Friday's paper. CAG has been groundzero for the asbestos issues for the past 18 monthssince few if any other p eop l e in the community wantto deal with the issue. R e h b e r g ' s o f f i c e should haveasked CAG to recommend three members from theircommittee but three p e o p l e representing variousaspects and philosophies .Also, not including a medical person who isinvolved with the asbestos issue, is absurd. Thebiggest expense, far greater than the costs involved indeclining real estate values if the community is desig-nated a S u p e r f u n d site, will be providing medical carefor the growing number of p e o p l e within the commu-nity diagnosed with asbestos-related disease. The spin-masters can say what they want, but we are f i n d i n gmore and more people with diagnosed asbestos-relateddisease. Ask one of the doctors involved at the hospi-tal. And there will be a long-term expense to the com-munity.Also, this newspaper listed the selected communitymembers for the roundtable and we printed MikeMunro's name, his business and a reference to hischamber membership as it appeared on Rehberg's list.I added the word "active"out of respect to MikeMunro and his w i f e Don, who are among the moreactive and generous members of the community.For people to read into this that he is representingthe chamber is far- f e t ched . For p e o p l e to call him andaccuse him of less than honorable intentions is evenmore ludicrous. Mike is concerned about the commu-nity and like most of us does not know which way —list or not list — o f f e r s the best opportunity for Libby.Besides, this roundtable is not the group making the

f i n a l Qimm-f i inH fr»r t n p f n m t r m r i i H f T t ' o o

Old boots
The boots had always been t)inside the back door at the bottthe stairs l ead ing to the k i t chero f my m o t h e r ' s closest f r i e n d s .We all went v i s i t i n g throughback door; the front door was rfor f o r m a l visitors. No one rctrwhen the front door was last u:The boots were almost the fit h ing s I saw when she opened IS i l e n t sentinels, worn and tiredhad changed the compos i t i on osoles and they were b r i t t l e andIn contrast, the h i g h t o p l ea tbuppers had grown into s o f t momy fr i end' s f e e t and ankles. Ita rare day that they were not c;service.T h e y were a tr ibu t e to the letaught early in l i f e , that you toer care of what nude a farm ru— right down to your boots. Atook care of things that were rrwel l , they would last a l i f e t i m ethey had. The boots were abousame age as the dairy farm itseyears, give or take a year..At that, they were s t i l l a coudecades younger than my fr i encame f r o m Missouri to I d a h o ayoung bride. She had s tepped iI d a h o farm l i f e wearing these 'same boots — only then they Ashiny and sme l l ing leather-nevShe won't be taking them wthe retirement center near Twi:Idaho.Her two sons and their f a m i lover the dairy herd and most ofarm chores when her husbandseveral years ago. Even so, unrecently she stil l worked 12-hedays. It was the way she want*But in the last several week;had taken on a theme. "What p

Ethanol pro,
N p businessperson w h rsucceed would buy 10-»puters. T h e y know th'as technoloev chanees v



n«y ana IIK.C musi ui us ot>cs noi'Kfluw wtncn way —list or not list — o f f e r s the best opportunity for Libby.Besides, this roundtable is not the group making thefinal Super fund decision for the community. It's a wayfor Rehbefg to get involved and perhaps get up-to-speed on the issue.If the roundtable were open to public comment, itwould take more than the allotted two hours.Remember, U.S. Sen. Max Baucus will be having asenate subcommittee hearing in Libby sometime laterthis summer, at which some public input will be taken.We've got to stop eating our own. We've got to stopattacking each other because we don't like s o m e o n e ' sposition or something they said or something they did.We need to show more mutual respect and agree todisagree but continue to work together or establishworking relationships.Good lord. We're a community of 11,000-plus peo-ple with 11,000-plus opinions. If we don't have somegive and take, we will be dealing with the clean-upissue for a lot more years than any of us want to con-sider. And we will be staring at the same dismal eco-nomic statistics that have haunted this community fornearly 25 years.We have a great opportunity in front of us and all wecan do is bicker. That's right, I said opportunity. Everycommunity that has cleaned up an environmentalproblem — Super fund or no Super fund — and had aworking plan of not only the cleanup but the subse-quent economic development has succeeded to somedegree.Consider Anaconda. They turned a slag heap into aworld-renowned golf course that every year bringsmore people to that community. We need to not onlyconsider the cleanup but think out-of-the-box on theeconomic development aspects.For that we need community-wide cooperation.We also need some leadership. H o p e f u l l y somethingmore creative than the status quo of "Let the economybecome whatever it becomes."We are at an important crossroads as a communityand 1 get the f e e l ing that too many people aren't on thepath. We need some leadership to step forward fromthe city, county, chamber and EDC, and yes C AQ tolead us through this crucial intersection of circum-stance and opportunity.For too long now we've let everyone carve out theirown l i t t l e f i e f d o m and exist. It's time to bring thekingdom back together and some of us act like f o l l ow-ers while the others act like leaders. - Roger Morris

No businessperson who Wanted tosucceed would buy 10-year-old com-puters. They know they must keep paceas technology changes or be l e f tbehind. The f i e l d of energy and fuelproduction is changing as fas t as com-puter technology. I attended a veryinteresting conference in West • ;Yellowstone on the topic of ethanol a f l dwould like to share what I have learned.This week I will discuss what ethanol conis and next week why we should con- usesider increasing its use.Ethanol is alcohol fuel made from milnthe starch in a kernel of grain. Typica l ed itsources of ethanol are com, wheat, morpotatoes and barley. Most commonly devstarchy materials are broken down with conwater into sugars. The process involves gramicroorganisms that use the sugars for Tfood and in the process produce ethanol tieand other byproducts. conNutrients such as protein, fiber, plagerm, vitamins and minerals remain in inthe mash that is l e f t a f t e r the processr de\ing. These d i s t i l l e r ' s grains are o f t en theutilized as a high protein supplement in Trulivestock feed and are suitable for prohuman consumption. thr«Recipes have been developed for feeusing distiller's grain in f ood s such as fancereal, crackers, cookies, cakes, sum- Imer sausage and more. At the confer- bioence, we were served cookies and other fertpastries made with the residue of the boidi s t i l l ing process. canThis distiller's grain could be a par-tial solution to the problem of worldhunger. We export grains to third world

To tHe Editor
Democracy requires
To the Editor:Democracy is more than aspectator sport - for it to.survive and flourish, we allmust become active, en-gaged citizens. This is themessage I heard from 773students representing 59Montana high schools, whorecently participated in theClose Up Foundation gov-ernment studies program inWashington, D.C.

youth had unties to develcderstanding <ic process. Hment and cuicame alive fmeetings wileaders, po l iand journalithey learnecClose Up p;across the rdaily debat<



EPA continues c l e a n u p s ,
sampl ing in Libby area

By BRENT SHRUMWestern N e w s Reporter
The Environmental

Protec t ion Agency is ge t t ingbusy with a number of ongoing
s a m p l i n g and cleanup opera-tions around the Libby area,agency on-scene coordinator
Paul Peronard to ld the
Community Advi s ory GroupT h u r s d a y night.

The agency began hauling
asbestos-contaminated soilfrom the former W.R. Grace
screening plant to the old mine
site on May 16. As of last week,25,000 cubic yards of materialhad been hauled and projections
call for the disposal to be com-p l e t e by m i d - J u l y , Pfronardsaid.

"It ' s ac tua l ly looking t o b er o l l i n g pre t ty well," he said.
The biggest worry now forthe EPA is the p o s s i b i l i t y of aforced shutdown this summer

due to f i r e danger, Peronardsaid.
" W h o e v e r ' s doing the raindance and snow dance, keep it

up," he said.Soi l sampl ing is continuingon school properties whereasbestos was f ound.Contaminated materials f rom
the vermiculite mine were usedas a track surface in the 1970sand early 1980s and as a basefor the old ice skating rink atPlummer Elementary.S a m p l i n g at the high schoolwas being wrapped tip last weekwith work scheduled to moveon to Plummer and the middleschool, Peronard said. S a m p l i n gwill then continue at Asa Woodand McGrade, where no conta-mination was found during aprevious survey.Cleanup at Plummer isexpected to start in early July,with the high school and midd l eschool to f o l l o w ."I hope to be digging at them i d d l e school by the end of

J u l y , " Peronard said.The excavation work at the
schools is expected to be s imple
and will probably go quickly,
Peronard said. A bigger concernis f i n d i n g a contractor who canget the tracks resurfaced by thebeginning of the school year, he
said.The EPA will also be working
this summer to clean upKootenai Development Co.
propert ie s adjacent to andacross the river from the former
screening plant at the mouth ofRainy Creek and will be clean-ing up pi le s of unprocessed ver-miculite at various locations
around the area, Peronard said.Additional cleanup is needed
at the former export plant, nowt h e c i t y ' s industrial park,Peronard said. Work at that site
was done by a contractor hiredby Grace and working under the
scope of an EPA order.V e r m i c u l i t e i s s t i l l v i s i b l e
around the f oundat ion s of thebuildings at the industrial park,Peronard said.

"That s t u f f s pre t ty evident asyou look around," he said.The EPA will order the demo-lition of the bui ldings at the site
but de ta i l s of the order will haveto be worked out, Peronard said.

" I t ' s r ea l ly a question o f'what do we replace them
w i t h ? ' " he said.

The agency is also workingwith Burlington Northern onasbestos contamination issues at
its nearby switchyard. Acleanup plan is being developedand is expected to be signed bythe end of J u n e , Peronard said.

The c l eanup may involvecapping the area and enactingpermanent deed res tric t ions,Peronard said. He stressed theneed for a p lan that wil l ensurelong-term safe ty."Obviously something l ikethat requires maintenance," hesaid.
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CT study ongoing in Libby
The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, is cur-rently testing 330 Libby area residents as part of a study using high-resolution computed tomography - or CT - scans to evaluate thee f f e c t ivene s s of traditional chest x-rays in ident i fy ing lung abnor-malities associated with asbestos exposure.The study is being done by ATSDR in conjunction with theLincoln County Heal th Department, Montana Department ofHealth and Human Services and the Region VIII O f f i c e of the U.S.Department of Heal th and Human Services.The study is to determine the prevalence rates of variousasbestos-related abnormalities detected by the high-resolutionscans.
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A S K EPA!!Questions and Answersabout Asbestos and EPA's Inves t igat ion
Q: I re c en t ly read that EPA f o u n d less than 1% (or trace leve l s)asbe s to s at F i r e m a n ' s Park and other locations that weres a m p l e d . Is that a s a f e level?
A: T h i s is a very d i f f i c u l t question, and at this time we are not sure. Levelsat 1% or les s may be sa f e . Even higher l ev e l s could be considered s a f i f eat remote locat ions where no one comes in contact with the material. . ;*tThe key to de t ermining whether there is a risk is exposure. If there is :Jrno exposure pa thway i.e., a way for the asbestos to get into your bod$x~'such as contact wi th the material, or p e o p l e driving over the material;^that they breathe in the fibers, there is no risk. Level s of 1 % or lesscould present a risk where t i j ere is eripugh ac t iv i ty to stir up soil andcause asbestos f i b e r s to become airrorhe.

At Fireman's Park, the sample where asbestos was f o u n d was twoinches or more under the soii tupt l ikely to become airborne. It could*however, become a problem in th^ fu tur e if construction is done there.There are a few other locations similar to the situation of Fireman'sPark. At these locations EPA will take more samples to better d e f i n e , ,^;the s tudie s , and also try to evaluate more precisely the risks ofbreathing i n airborne asbestos f i f e l f i , ; j ' -
. - > . , , . .»..•-.. , , :In the meantime, when EPA f i n d s higher asbestos concentrations in .areas where exposure to the material is l ikely, EPA wil l begin cleanupas quickly as possible. T h i s is why EPA began cleanup of the Expory , 'and Screening Plants last year, and will undertake cleanup at PlumnielrElementary, L i o b I i i j p h o o l . ^ Libber Nfcddle School and some other v^' ' ' '

.call:1 156 x241 " ' ;»;?ŝ 8&- , > ' • -h, ~rJP^
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Crismore d e f e n d s hi s asbestos po s i t i on
Some p e o p l e have
questioned the
v a l i d i t y o f d iagnos e s
of asbes tos-related
disease and the
numbers of deaths
attributed to asbestos.

By BRENT SHRUM
Western N e w s Reporter

S t a t e Sen. Bi l l Crismore a t t ended lastT h u r s d a y ' s Communi ty A d v i s o r y G r o u p
to respond to cr i t i c i sms that he has takenpo s i t i on s f a v o r i n g W.R. Grace over vic-tims of asbestos-related disease.Crismore d e f e n d e d his actions onasbestos issues and said he has alwaysdone what he thought was right."I haven't said anything in the past, Ihaven't done anything in the past that Ididn't be l i eve was the right th ing to say
or do at the time," he said.

I Grace needs to takemore r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
See Page 7

Crismore said he spoke with formerGov. Marc Racicot about the need forstate action in Libby be fore theEnvironmental Protec t ion Agency got
involved, but "caught a lot of static, a lotof heck" for his association with a b i l l inthe 1999 Legi s la ture that was opposed by
asbestos victims.

When he f ound out the b i l l :vas bad forthe p e o p l e of Libby, he made sure itwould never make it out of committee,
Crismore said."I worked on the b i l l and I can say Iwas d i r e c t l y r e spons ib l e for the b i l l being
k i l l e d , " he said.Crismore also caught f l a k for his sup-port of a f e d e r a l b i l l backers said wouldstreamline the compensation process forasbestos victims. C r i t i c s charged that theb i l l would b ene f i t only the companies

See Crismore on Page 7
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Drop in proper ty taxes accompanies S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g
To the Edi tor:I got up this morning, J u n e14, and saw on CNN H e a d l i n e
News - "Stay clear of these -EPA designates 10 new Su-p e r f u n d sites", and thenopened the M i s s o u l i a n andread their ed i tor ia l saying
Libby needs to be a s u p e r f u n dsite.Personally, I don't care oneway or the other, and Libbycan do whatever it wants to.Any decision wil l not e f f e c tme, as I wi l l j u s t continue to
be here. S i n c e I like ou tdoor

recreation, a po s i t iv e aspect ofa super fund designation is thatit will keep Libby stagnant
and quiet, with no growth inthe future and thus we willnot have to contend with moreand more p e o p l e out in thewoods, and on our streams,f i l l i n g up our f a v o r i t e recre-ational t r a i l s and areas. Howdo you like that for a s e l f i s h
viewpoint?But one result 1 have not
seen discussed. W i t h a Super-fund site designation, proper tyvalues w i l l d r o p , and thus

p e o p l e w i l l expect the ir prop-
erty taxes to drop as w e l l , andmany wil l no doubt appeal
their tax notices, as propertytaxes are based on the proper-t y ' s values. T h u s , property t a xrevenue to our local govern-
ment and s chool s w i l l be re-duced.W i t h the associated d r o p in
tax revenues, how will thelocal school dis tric t keep itscurrent operations going?T h e y are already in a pre t typoor f inancial condition. Howabout f u n d i n g for the city and

county governments?
T h i s will occur with thede s ignat ion as a S u p e r f u n dsite. J u s t look at other desig-nated sites. Thes e results ofdecis ions must be taken into

account by everyone who hasan o p i n i o n on the matter, oneway or the other. T h e r e are
many v a l i d arguments pro andcon, but those who advocateone way or, the other shouldnot ignore the ramif icat ions of
the decision that wil l be
made. T h i s works both ways. •

Wayne H i r s t
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S u p e r f u n d —
Continued from Page 1Community business peopl ecriticized the EPA for notresponding to exaggerations anderrors in regional and nationalmedia.Peronard agreed to distribute. information on the ongoing> cleanup but said there was not way he could respond to every; media hem deemed erroneous\ or an exaggeration.The business leaders asked; Peronard to emphasize thatrL'fbby is a safe community:today.J Peronard dismissed the sug-gestion that W.R. Grace be* allowed to clean up the commu-* nity under the supervision of thej E P A . He said be hasn't been^pleased with the quality of* Grace's work at the formerj export plant - city industrial*park - nor with their attitude.* Grace has not cooperated with4 the federal agencies,' causing* nearly a year's delay in cleanup* of the sorting plant site and hasInot responded to repeated5 notices since early 2000, heisaid.1 An alternative to theSuper fund listing would be toask the p r o g r a m ' s director andEPA director Christy Todd.Whitman when they visit thearea this summer to continue^funding investigation andcleanup e f f o r t s but without theS u p e r f u n d listing, Peronardsaid._ t ' However, h e said i t ' s n o t like-' ' l y because o f t h e precedent i tcould set No community wantsa Super fund designation but.they want the cleanup, Peronardlaid.~. Also, because of the high pri-ority given to the Libby prob-lem, Peronard said the commu-nity was in a position to make

requests such as fast-trackcleanup, The head of theSuperfund program is scheduledto be in Libby July 12. Whitmanis scheduled for sometime laterin the summer.It is unusual for the head ofthe Super fund program and forthe director of the EPA to visit asite, he said.Peronard gave a rundown onthe problems and the cleanupe f f o r t s ."It's not a widespread prob-lem," Peronard said. "The risksare in defined areas but wheremere was material we have awidespread medical problem."The medical problems -asbestos-related diseases — arebeing diagnosed among formerW.R. Grace .employees, theirfamil i e s and community peopleexposed to operations of anexport plant near downtown andthe screening plant upriverabout six miles. Grace closedthe mine and milling operationsin 1990..There is no problem in theambient air today," Peronardexplained. "Away from the for-mer processing areas, we haveseen very l i t t l e concern."However, Peronard said areastargeted for cleanup this sum-mer - the high school and mid-dle school tracks, the formerskating rink at Plummer School- pose potential problems. Hesaid exposure would comg ifpeopl e disturbed the materialburied under the tracks, whichwere scheduled for majorrepairs this summer.At Plummer, he said theextremely long latency period ofasbestos-related disease makesit d i f f i c u l t to say if the vermi-culite material at the elementaryschool is or has been a risk tostudents and the public.

"I w o u l d n ' t let my kids playin that area," he said.Having Zonolite insulation ina house or commercial buildingis "not necessarily bad,"Peronard continued. The con-cern is for electricians, carpen-ters and construction trades .peo-ple , as well as do-it-yourselfhomeowners who would beexposed to the material."From a risk standpoint i t ' s ano-brainer," Peronard said."This s t u f f is out there.Anybody who has handled it hasa substantial risk of exposure."A Super fund clean-up of thecommunity will take two to fouryears because an investigation

grid would have to be laidacross the entire community
with samples taken from eachsection. It is unknown at thistime how big the investigationzone would be, Peronard said.As problem areas are identi-f ied they are cleaned immedi-ately, he said."The entire town is not conta-minated but there are enoughpockets that we need to look atthe whole town," Peronardexplained.He said he has learned of fournew locations of contaminationand possibly a fifth during thepast two months.



i i T h e problemw e ' r e experiencingright now is thep e o p l e of Libbyaren't on thesame page.W
S h a n e H e d g e sG o v e r n o r ' s s t a f f

By BRENT SHRUMWestern News ReporterA recent meeting with W.R. Graceexecutives and state Sen. Bill Crismorewas a s tep toward doing what's rightfor Libby, said a spokesman for Gov.Judy Martz.Martz met on May 30 with Gracechief executive o f f i c e r Paul N o r r i s andvice president Bill Corcoran as well asCrismore and local Grace representa-tive Alan Stringer.The meeting was part of an e f f o r t toget input on the s i tuation from all sides

and come up with a p lan to meetL i b b y ' s needs, said M a r t z ' s po l i cydirector Shane H e d g e s ." T h e problem w e ' r e experiencingright now is the p e o p l e of Libby aren'ton the same page," H e d g e s said.The governor is also working on theissue with Montana' s congressionaldelegat ion and plans to meet with EPAo f f i c i a l s , Hedge s said. Martz has alsotalked to EPA adminis trator Chri s t i eWhitman about scheduling a townmeeting in Libby this summer.The goal is to get an accurate picture

of what the community as a wholewants and needs, Hedge s said." I d o n ' t know i f t h a t ' s pos s ib le withemotions running so high, but we'regoing to give it our all," he said.The g o v e r n o r ' s t op three priorities,in order, are ensuring adequate healthcare is avai lab le for p e o p l e withasbestos-related diseases, preventingfurther illnesses and getting asbestoscontamination cleaned up for good,Hedge s said.
See MartZ on Page 7
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Martz
Continued from Page 1Martz emphasized to Graceo f f i c i a l s that the company has aresponsibility to the people ofLibby to assist with healthcareneeds and also to clean up linger-

ing asbestos contamination fromit s d e f u n c t v ermicu l i t e mine,H e d g e s said!
T h e company a f f i r m e d i t scommitment to a free medical

plan for p e o p l e with asbestos-related diseases, Stringer said, "toassure her we weren't going topul l that off the table jus t becausewe're in Chapter 11."Crismore suggested that Gracemight be able to take on morer e spon s i b i l i ty for the cleanup. Acontractor working for the com-pany conducted c l eanup opera-
tions at the city's industrial park -

formerly Grace' s export plant -while the EPA is direct ly overse^-ing the cleanup of the former:screening plant at the mouth of
Rainy Creek. • ]

"I know Grace would like to"
get the oppor tun i ty to get in ahd' ;

get th i s over with, and that woiifd'be the best of all possible worldsin my opinion," Crismore said."But that's not what some peopl&'
want." ' • • 'A l l o w i n g Grace to do thecleanup under EPA supervisioncould get th ing s done m o f equ i ck ly and at l e s s expense;
Crismore said."If a c o m p a n y ' s go t to pay fprhaving it done, they ought to hâ ethe opt ion of doing it. if they can
do it much cheaper," he said. r



EPA waf i t s
5 bui ld ingstorn down
• Grace o f f i c i a l s say
industrial bui ldings clean

B y L Y N N E T T E f f l N T Z ESpecial to the NewsThe U.S. Environmental Protection Agency hasasked W.R. Grace to demolish f ive buildings thatthe company pains takingly cleaned last yearwhile decontaminating the former vermiculiteexport plant near downtown Libby.Grace spent about $2 million to rid the city-owned site of asbestos. The property was beingleased by Millwork West when asbestos contami-nation was discovered early in 2000.Company o f f i c i a l s maintain the buildings
aren't a health risk."We know of no reason to tear them down. Wefelt we succe s s fu l ly cleaned them," Gracespokesman Alan Stringer said. They can orderus to do it; that's their prerogative, and we'll haveto comply."The EPA approved Grace's cleanup plan lastfall, but over the winter, asbestos f ibers continuedto f i l t e r out of cracks in the wood, EPA on-sitecoordinator Paul Peronard said."They didn't clean well," he said. "Right now,we're trying to resolve a satisfactory restorationplan."Stringer acknowledged that asbestos f iberswere found this spring around the foundations ofthe buildings.Grace and EPA o f f i c i a l s are working with thecity of Libby and former tenants Mel and J u d yBurnett to devise a plan for the property.The Buraetts' retail lumber business and plan-ing mill was relocated to U.S. 2 in Libby lastsummer, and it's unknown yet whether the busi-ness will move back to its previous location oncei t ' s d e e m e d ' c l e a n .Vermiculite was processed and bagged therefor decades, causing asbestos contamination, par-

See I n d u s t r i a l Park on Page 7
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I n d u s t r i a l Park-
Continued from Page 1-ticularly in the soil.Contaminated soil has beenhauled back to the vermicu l i t emine near Libby.

The EPA is coordinating test-ing and cleanup at several Libby
sites this summer.Libby schools were given awalk-through i n s p e c t i o n inJanuary 2000. Interiors of theschool . bu i ld ings showed nosigns of asbestos contamination,bu t soil wa sn ' t tes ted then,Peronard said. Since then, sev-eral trouble spots have been
i d e n t i f i e d , i n c l u d i n g the h ighschool and junior high tracksand a former ice rink atPlummer Elementary S c h o o l .The EPA temporarily covered.the ice rink with sand and wi l lremove old vermiculite ta i l ingsin the next two weeks, Peronardsaid. A f t e r t e s t i n g the soi lremoved from the rink, theagency may take a d d i t i o n a lsamples f rom the soccer areaeast of the rink.Running tracks at the high

school and junior high schoolalso w i l l be removed and rebui l tthis summer."EPA has concluded there isnot an immediate acute riskfrom the asbestos at the tracks,but it could present a manage-ment problem in the future, suchas when construction in the areadi s turbs the soil," Peronard said.S a m p l i n g also wi l l be done atAsa Wood and McGrade ele-mentary school s and variouscity parks in Libby.Peronard wants all the schoolt e s t i n g done and prob l emsremedied before classes beginin the f a l l .
Meanwhile , testing in Libbyhomes continues and data wi l lbe compi l ed by this f a l l .About 20,000 of the 80,000cubic yards of toxic soil stock-p i l e d at the. Raintree Nurserysite have been hauled back tothe mine.
Cleanup crews last year exca-vated a massive amount of con-taminated soil at the nursery, thes i te a long the Kootenai River

where Grace screened and
l oaded vermicul i te ore. Dirt waskept at the nursery site until theEPA could work out a deal withGrace to d i s p o s e of it at themine.A f e d e r a l j u d g e gave the EPAfull access to the mine site in
March.

Lynnette Hintze is a reporter
for the Kalispell Daily Inter



To the Edi tor
D i l l o n woman concerned with lack of local warning
To the Editor:I am wr i t ing in regard to as i t u a t i o n that occurred a fewweeks ago and I am s t i l l try-ing to understand it.

A young c o u p l e came intothe store where 1 work andin a few moments of v i s i t ing1 learned that they weremoving to Montana f romOhio. She was interviewingfor a teaching p o s i t i o n andhad narrowed her choices

down to two, one site beingLibby. T h e y both loved thearea, found proper ty valuesto be reasonable, p e o p l ef r i e n d l y , and j u s t the p la c eto start their f a m i l y . AH theth ings we p r i d e ourselves onin this state.In two days of vi s i t ing,home s h o p p i n g , interview-ing, etc. not one word wasmentioned about the as-bestos prob l ems f a c i n g your

community. Who is respon-s i b l e f o r p r o v i d i n g informa-tion to the f o l k s coming intoyour community?I ' m wondering i f y o uthought that everyone al-ready knows about the as-bestos prob l ems or if youthink i t ' s fa ir t o withholdthat type of information? Itwould seem that with e f f o r t sto address your s i tuat ionthere that part of the process

would be to be very openand honest in regards to the cpast disasters and the p lans ;.. ftf o r your c o m m u n i t y ' s future-; J j irecovery. J?T h i s seems irresponsible £of your school system, yourreal estate p e o p l e and yourchamber of commerce. We 1Montanans can and" should • 1 £do better! \pH o l l y M i l l e rD i l l o n -C.



Chamber director responds to outside concerns
I E D I T O R ' S N O T E : T h e fol-i lowing letter was written in
\ response to Holly Miller's

concerns about Libby andi asbestos-related disease.| Dear H o l l y :! Libby is alive and wel l . Ihave l ikened the s i tuat ion toa similar problem at Butte.S u p p o s e you picked up theMontana S t a n d a r d and read,
"Peop l e d y i n g o f s i l i c o s i sand other lung disease. Buttemines are to blame." Youmight doubt the headl ine butit is true.However, the causes ofButte deaths due to s i l i co s i s
and other lung d i s ea se s are

history. The s i tuat ion here inLibby is much the same.Peop l e do have asbestosisand related maladie s .There have been f o l k swho have died of these dis-eases. But you cannot getthem now, unless of courseyou go out to the old minesite and dig around in theground and wallow in thedirt.Our situation is much akinto a situation whereby a tor-nado hits a community.There can be casualties, in-j u r y and property damage.But when it is over, thecommunity rebui ld s , tends to

its casual t i e s and the i n j u r e d .I am enclosing a copy ofthe May 2001 report aboutlocal schools and pub l i cspaces. As you can see, thereport shows me no proble-nencountered during the EPAsampl ing , e s p e c i a l l y at thelocal schools.The air and water inLibby is probably as clean,or cleaner, than any city inMontana. We would not bel iving here if the generalp o p u l a t i o n thought there wasa problem.The asbestos issue hasbeen magni f i ed by the mediaand there has been l i t t l e cov-

I<«

erage given to the other sideof the issue, except in our >local media (newspapers andradio).I ' d invite y o u t o come t oLibby and see for your s e l f . .T o x i c dust is not blowing inthe street. The grass is •green, the air is clean andwe do not f e e l we shouldpublic ize to a m p l i f y a prob-lem that is mainly in thepast tense, and where it isnot, the problem is being adtdressed. , oHoward M c D o n a l d ~^>Executive Director*^Libby Area Chamber of *Commerce-

2.I
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Lutheran

H o s p i t a l
Q. What is the hospi tal doing with the $3.5 million

appropriat ion?
A • The Grant was restricted by the legislature to be used only for

renovation and equipment. The upgrades we have chosen to make
with those funds will improve our services for the community by
expanding and combining our Emergency Department and Prompt Care
Clinic into a shared space, providing a permanent location for the CARD
(asbestos) Clinic, implementing a computerized medical record system,
and converting our X-ray Department to state-of-the-art electronic
imaging technology (filmless xrays). Because no part of the 3.5 millioncan be placed in a savings account to support these changes; extensive

\fundraising efforts will begin this summer to
\funda Permanent Endowment Fund to support

the hospital into the future.
~ . * ™ ^ „ ,M M™ . ^ LUTHERAN HOSPITALQuestions? Please Cal l 293-0100 extension 277 Excellent Healthcare Close To Home

S T . T O H N ' S



:he Edi tor
lunity par t i c ipa t i on encouraged on asbestos issue
:d in Wednes-lian as sayinge a big powerg on" and beinge S u p e r f u n d
would like tostatements,e a power strug-T h e ' b i g 'ssive corpora-d be responsi-

ean up in ournd the p eop l e:n duped into af security by thehat same com-
e aware of thej r a c s , only
d by the media,d and o f f e r e d ton f u n d e d medicalthe "victims"have been ex-l o l i t e asbestos."e has continual-the communityon-going expo-EPA is ready-lean up on ourig tracks andnk area at
ool. T h a t sameillowed a f a m i l yi the proper tyintree Nursery,it was "safe."n state branch•reclaimed thatin 1995 a f t e r ais received that

pos s ib ly the area was toxic.The EPA read i ly admi t t edthis in the I n s p e c t o r Gener-a l ' s report, d i d W.R. Graceadmit anything? No!Read between the l ineshere a l i t t l e . By pronouncingsomething safe , does notprotect human l i f e . What weare dealing with is an arro-gant company who pre f e r touse outdated standards andmethods to suit their needs.These were the same stan-dards and methods usedwhen the mine was in opera-tion and we do have proof of• that outcome.Yes , there is a powerstruggle going on and hasbeen going on for years. It isa community s truggling tosurvive against a major cor-poration that will neveradmit that they l e f t Libbyf a c ing a horri f ic situation.To compound the tragedythat most of us are f a c i n geconomically, phys i ca l ly andemotional ly is the d iv i s ionwithin the community.Everyone has a right to theirown opinions. We can agreeto disagree, we don't evenhave to like one another, butwe must respect each other.For those who say thatthere i sn ' t a problem, thatthe whole thing is overblownby the media, that the hun-dreds who have been diag-nosed through the screening

must be f a k i n g it, I say,"Walk in their shoes for aday."We have a prob l em inLibby. We have the b ene f i tof some of the best expertsin the nation d e f i n i n g the ex-tent of our problem andworking d i l i g e n t l y to solvethe problem. What more canwe ask for?On the other hand, wesuddenly have W.R. Graceon the scene declaring thatthey want to be re sponsiblefor the cleanup, if we ridourselves of the EPA. Lestwe forge t , this is the samecompany that has declaredcontinually that there i sn ' t aproblem here.T h i s is the same companythat turned the ball f i e l d sproperty over to the city.T h i s is the same companythat was aware that childrenwere s t i l l continuing to p l a ybaseball on these f i e l d s until1997. This is the same com-pany that was re sponsible forthe clean up at the ballf i e l d s .They declared that area assafe to the best of their stan-dards. S t e p into one of theolder bu i ld ing s there and you- will f ind the ore that hasbeen at the crux of our prob-lem laying on the f l o o r s !Cleaned up?I want the town safe form y grandchildren. I t ' s t o o

late f o r m e , i t ' s t o o late f o rmy children, but my grand-chi ldren wil l witness the ef-f e c t s of exposure to tremoli t emore so than any other gen-erationI want to assure them thatit is sa f e here. I want themost e f f e c t i v e method ofclean up possible. I still havequestions about the Super-fund designation a n d I ' m n o tafraid to ask. Perhaps that isnot the method that we as acommunity should choose,but I want to know the op-tions.One thing for certain, Iknow that I want the EPAt o t a l l y involved. I want thebenef i t of their knowledge,their science, their judgment .We have had a commitmentf rom day one of this situa-tion from the EPA. Theyhave said they won' t leaveuntil it is cleaned up unlesswe t e l l them to go.As a community, we havea right to ask questions, de-mand answers. I continuallyharp on the Citizen's Advi-sory Group that meets twicemonthly. You should bethere, or make sure that youropinion is represented there.I f not, i t ' s your loss.
Thursday evening, June14, at 7 p.m. in the Pon-derosa Room of city h a l l .Come, l i s t en, get involved.G a y l a B e n e f i e l d



A S K E P A ! !Questions and Answersabout Asbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q: W h a t should I do if I have not received s a m p l i n gr e s u l t s f r om s a m p l i n g that was done prior to thi ssummer?
A: You may always call the EPA Informat i on Center at 293-6194 to requests a m p l i n g results. . .

There are several possible reasons why you may not have received samplingresults. In October one of EPA's main contractors went bankrupt. T h i s caused^de lays in many of EPA's activities. One of the activities that was most disruptedwas the data management process. EPA began immediately to get a new databaseset up. We worked with a new contractor to be able to enter new data and retrievedata for re s ident s who were awaiting sampl ing results. The database is nowworkable and EPA can access sampl ing results for those samples that have beenanalyzed. •
It is p o s s i b l e that your sample s have not yet been analyzed. Very few of thesoil and vermicul i t e sample s taken in March 2000 and later were analyzed. .Res iden t s whose sampl e s were taken around that time may have received resultsfor air and dust but not for soil and vermiculite. You may remember that EPAs t opped analyzing soil and vermiculite samples at that time because we wered i s s a t i s f i e d with the approved analytical methods. EPA began designing a studyto evaluate methods which might prove to be more accurate. The study is aboutto begin. The back log of sample s which have not been analyzed will be used as apart of the study. The sample s wi l l be analyzed using the currently approvedmethod (PLM) and other methods which may be more accurate eg; ScanningElectron Micro s copy and Infrared Spectroscopy. EPA will send out residents's a m p l i n g re sul t s as soon as they become available
We're sorry if you have not received your results for these or any otherreasons. We know that it is d i f f i c u l t to wait for these important results. Thankyou for your pat i ence with us over the months. We will continue to send outresul t s and encourage you to call the EPA Informat ion Center if you would like tof i n d out the status of your samples. •

For more i n f o r m a t i o n p l ea s e ca l l :•ER^farfWent?1



i ATSDR begins CT scan study in Libby
T h e Agency f o r T o x i cS u b s t a n c e s and DiseaseRegistry has picked 330 Libbyresidents for a s tudy to deter-mine how u s e fu l and accurateX-rays are in i d e n t i f y i n g lungproblems.The par t i c ipant s were select-ed from a group of the 6,200p e o p l e whose lung X-raysshowed uncertain result s in test-ing for asbestos disease last

summer. Libby res idents andformer residents underwentheal th screenings because of

reported widespread asbestosdisease l i n k e d to the formerW.R. Grace vermiculite mine.S t u d y p a r t i c i p a n t s w i l l b e
given CT scans, which makem u l t i p l e X-ray images of bodyparts such as the lungs. A com-put er is then used to constructcross-sectional views from theimages. S t . J o h n ' s LutheranH o s p i t a l in Libby will conductthe CT scans as a subcontractor
f or the p r o j e c t ."All of these p eop l e have

s i m p l y showed uncertainresults," agency spoke sper sonK a t h y S k i p p e r said.
From Lynette Hintze, a

reporter for the Kalispell Daily
Inter Lake.



CHC group to lobby for funding
If funded, the Lincoln CountyCommunity Heal th Center pro-ject would provide primaryhealth care services — such asdoctor visits, prescriptions andlab work — on a sliding scalebasis to any resident of thecounty.The application for federalf u n d i n g was mailed in mid-May."The beauty of the

Community H e a l t h Centermodel is that the f e e s for ser-vices are adjusted according toyour income," said CountyHealth Of f i c e r Dr. Brad Black."We have so many lowerincome working p eop l e hereWrto don't have good insurance.This will give them another wayto go see the doctor on a regularbasis."; A steering committee formedlate last year, and incorporatedas Lincoln County CommunityHeal th Center Inc. a f t er federalagencies in Libby for the^sbestos problems identi f ied the

area as medically underservedbecause of economic conditions.The committee met weekly towrite the grant application.Laura Sedler, who co-chairedthe project with Sandy Wagner,said she was happy to see partic-ipation f r o m a wide base ofcommunity members: "It wasgreat," Sedler said, "we had agood group of people, not justfrom the medical side of things,but people who worked withkids and families , people fromthe Community AdvisoryGroup, and p e o p l e who justheard what we were up to andwanted to help.""The hospital gave me the goahead to work on the writingpart and we got a tremendousamount of work done in recordtime; p e op l e were wil l ing towork together and get some-thing posi t ive going here inLibby."The grant app l i ca t i onweighed 2.5 pounds when com-pleted and according to Sandy

Wagner, the group isn't restingon their accomplishment."We're committed to gettingsomething up and runningbefore September of this year,"Wagner said. "We have somephysicians who are interested involunteering for an interim ser-vices clinic that will start tomeet some of the need while wewait to - h o p e f u l l y — get upand running at the end of the 'year.." Wagner said the group is jalso working on plans to contin-ue a high p r o f i l e "bombard- 'ment" in Washington, D.C., onthe needs of Libby and the needto respond favorably to this \application e f f o r t . Black, Sedler Iand Wagner all agreed that the 1funded Heal th Center could be"the kind of accomplishmentthat reminds ourselves and therest of the world, that the peopleof Lincoln County can over-come all the roadblocks andproblems. We can make thiscommunity a better p lace tolive."



Asbestos investigationCounty to retain Cal i f orn ia law f irm
ii To make

a decision,
we need good
fac t s and goodevidenced

J o h n Konzen
County commissioner

By BRENT SHRUMWestern News ReporterThe Lincoln County Commissionershave voted to retain the California-basedEnvision Law Group to represent thecounty in its formal investigation intoasbestos issues associated with W.R.Grace's former vermiculite mine nearLibby."We're at a point where we need tomake a decision," Commissioner JohnKonzen said. "To make a decision, weneed good fac t s and good evidence."A partner in the Envision firm, Mike

Donovan, owns land near Helena and hasbeen advising the county on the investiga-tive process. Donovan specializes in repre-senting local governments in environmen-tal cases. The commissioners dec ided tobegin the investigation f o l l o w i n g a publichearing in March.A formal investigation gives the com-missioners the authority to compel wit-nesses to t e s t i f y under oath and to producedocuments at public hearings. Informationgathered in an investigation could be usedto initiate legal proceedings against Grace.A goal of any suit against Grace would

be to obtain a settlement for a trust f u n d ,
County Attorney Bernie Cassidy said. Thetrust would serve as a complement tof u n d i n g f rom the f ed e ra l S u p e r f u n d pro-gram and state environmental programs, hesaid."It' s no t something that ' s going to b edone overnight by any means," Cassidysaid.E n v i s i o n ' s f i r s t task wi l l be to f i n d asource of f u n d i n g for the investigation.County tax dol lar s are not an option.

See Inves t igat ion on Page 6

Inves t igat ion-
Continued from Page 1"I think if at some p o i n tf inancing cant be obtained, Idon't know how the county canmove f o r w a r d , f r a n k l y , "Cassidy said.The commis s i oner s haveapproved the expenditure of upto $50,000 from the county'spayments in lieu of taxes fromthe f ederal government to begint h e inves t igat ion. T h e P I L Tf u n d w i l l be reimbursed ifanother source of fund ing canbe f o u n d , Commissioner RitaWindom said.Envision Law G r o u p is

working up a contract based onsome parameters p r o v i d e d bythe county, Windom said."Without retaining them, i t ' svery d i f f i c u l t for them to speakon our behalf," she said.At the same time the lawyersw i l l b e l o o k i n g for f u n d i n g ,they will be working on detailsof where investigative hearingswill be held and what informa-t ion w i l l be sought, W i n d o msaid.The county has already askedfor $200,000 f r o m theG o v e r n o r ' s E n v i r o n m e n t a lC o n t i n g e n c y F u n d and been

rejected. In a recent letter to thec o m m i s s i o n e r s , Gov. J u d yM a r t z said she be l ieves thef u n d is intended for "on theground" environmental workand not e f f o r t s to s tudy envi-ronmental damages.Martz said she has placed ana p p r o p r i a t i o n request wi thMontana ' s congressional dele-gation and has directed the statedepar tment s of EnvironmentalQuality and H e a l t h and HumanServices to investigate possiblesources of state and f e d e r a lf u n d i n g for the c o u n t y ' s inves-tigation.



f
A S K E P A ! !Questions and Answersabout Asbes tos and EPA's Inve s t iga t i on

Q: How can I f i n d out what was discussed at the Asbe s to s H e a l t hE f f e c t s Conference recently held in C a l i f o r n i a ?
A: Six community members, four of whom are Community AdvisoryGroup Members, attended the Conference in San Fransisco. CAGmembers and EPA s t a f f will be available to talk about what they learnedat the conference at the next CAG meeting on June 14,2001. Themeeting will be h e ld , as usual, at the City Hall Ponderosa Room from7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. ;

For more Informat ion Please call:____Dr. Aubrey M i l l e r , pub l i c health physician at 303-844-7857_____
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S p e c i a l service seeks unity, healing
Special Memorial Day services were held at theCity of Libby Cemetery for miners, their f a m i l ymembers and other community members who havedied of asbestos-related disease.One hundred and eighty white crosseswith the names of asbestos victims werebud out on the grassy area south of theRose Garden as a memorial. About 60people attended the brief service that was

I Baucus secures$100,000 forCARD clinic
led by the Rev. Cam Foote, who was recentlydiagnosed with asbestosis.Slate Rep. Eiteen Curacy said she was "humbledto be part of the healing process" for the communityof Libby. She said the ceremony was important notonly for the victims of asbestos-related disease -both living and dead - but for the community."Because we are a community, when one of uss u f f e r s , the community suffers," Camey said. "By

coming together here, the entire community ofLibby begins the healing process.''"We must get through this by coming together,"Caraeysaid.She pointed out that the process fryganwhen many d i f f e r e n t businesses and
create the crosses and put them in theground at the cemetery.Camey said there is a united spirit that will COOK:from pul l ing together to overcome present commu-nity problems that will cany into the future for thegood of area residents,LeRoy Thorn, a member of the CommunityAdvisory Group on asbestos-related issues and a 17-year veteran of the vermiculite mine, read the names

See A s b e S t O S memorial on Page 3

Asbestos memorial-
Continued from Page 1of 170 victims provided byf a m i l i e s ." T h e r e ' s many, manyfriends' names on these cross-es," T h o r n said.

F o o t e closed the ceremonywith a prayer.A f t e r w a r d , v i c t ims advo-cate G a y l a B e n e f i e l d said shewas given the names of 10-15more p e o p l e to add to the

memorial.The d i sp lay is a temporarymemorial, which was al lowedfor the Memorial Day week-end. A permanent memorialsite is being sought.Benefie ld said it was d i f f i -cult for some p e o p l e s u f f e r i n gfrom asbestos-related diseaseto attend the service3 becausethey know their name will beon a cross next year.
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Baucus secures $100,000 for CARD
A f t e r a grant request from theCenter for Asbestos RelatedDiseases ( C A R D ) c l in i c inLibby was denied in A p r i l , U.S.Senator Max Baucus used hisinfluence on the Senate FinanceCommittee to secure $100,000for ongoing heal th care forLibby-area residents who mayhave been exposed to asbestosfibers.Baucus su c c e s s fu l ly proddedU.S. H e a l t h and HumanServices Secretary TommyThompson to release an initial• $100,000 for the clinic to con-tinue its operations. He alsosecured a "personal and strongcommitment" on Friday fromThompson that HHS will con-tinue to work to f ind funds tokeep the clinic operational forthe next three years." I ' m glad that SecretaryThompson has agreed to releasethese important funds," Baucussaid af t er he called Thompsonfrom his Washington, D.C.,o f f i c e Thursday.The CARD clinic appl ied fora Rural H e a l t h Grant from theH e a l t h Resources ServicesAdministration totaling$561,000 — $187,000 per yearfor the next three years. TheCARD was notif ied on April 25

that its request for funds wasdenied, leaving the clinic with-out any f irm f u n d i n g for ongo-ing care..The H e a l t h ResourcesService Administration said theclinic did not meet its criteria ofdemonstrating a need toincrease or expand operations.The agency also questioned if

the grant was the "appropriatefunding mechanism," given theother federal agencies involvedwith the health care and cleanupactivities in Libby.Baucus disagreed with thatf ind ing, making his concernsknown through letters andphone calls to SecretaryThompson.



Vict ims memorial moving forward
A dedication ceremony will be heldat 10 a.m. on Monday, Memorial Day,for the asbestos victim's memorial atthe City of Libby Cemetery.I n i t i a l l y the memorial was to be ona private land she along U.S.Highway 2 on the south side ofLibby. Use of the land was turneddown by a former Libby businessmanaf t er repeated requests from other

business peopl e and residents citing itas "too high pro f i l e" and negativelya f f e c t i n g tourism, said Mike Switzer,a member of the CommunityAdvisory Group subcommittee work-ing on the project .The Libbv City Council solved theproblem o^vhere to place the 160-
See Memorial projec t on Page 2.

vlemorial p r o j e c t
ontinued from Page 1lu s whi t e crosses for theibe s to s v i c t i m s memorialf t e r a.request b y v i c t i m ' siyodafe ( jay la Bene f i e ld .The touhcil gave permis-ion for the victim's memorial3 be l o c a t e d at the RoseTarden area, in the southeastomer of the Libby cemetery.Presently there are over 160' i c t i m s names submi t t ed t ohe memorial committee, and

many more are expected af t erthe memorial is visited andf a m i l y members rememberothers who are not d i sp layed
there.;Local businesses donatedmaterials toward the pro j e c t .Western B u i l d i n g Center andCardinal True Value has pro-vided the wood whi l e MortCurtiss and his shop studentsat L i b b y H i g h S c h o o l areb u i l d i n g t h e crosses. G e n e ' s

Body S h o p and Best A u t o ;Body Shop donated the laborto paint the crosses white. Thepaint comes from NAPA and-Valley Motor S u p p l y . Libbygraphic artist Stephanie Berryis s t e n c i l i n g the names on
each cross.C o m m i t t e e members areg o i n g to s tart e r e c t i n g thecrosses on Thursday evening,May 24, at 7 p.m. Volunteers
are needed to he lp .



Complaint f i l e d against state on asbestos issue
B y L Y N N E T T E H I N T Z ESpecial to the NewsState agencies knew about the toxici-ty of asbestos dust at the Libby vermi-culite mine as far back as 1956, but didg to correct the problem, accord-a claim f i l e d Monday with thestoe Department of Administration.Great Falls attorney Tom Biaz f i l e dthe complaint on behalf of 32 Libbyresidents who hold state agenciesaccountable for the magnitude of thehealth problems caused in Libby byexposure to asbestos.

The state has 120 days to accept ordeny the claim. If i t ' s denied, the mat-ter moves to the courts, Biaz said.Dozens of lawsuits have been f i l e dover the years against W.R. Grace, whooperated the Libby mine from 1963 to
1990.But questions have lingered aboutwhy state and federal agencies didn'tshare f indings of numerous health andenvironmental studies with the miners
or the community.

See Compla in t on Page 7

Continued from Page 1Biaz earlier this year f i l e d acouple of individual complaintsi the state, but said the groupim expedi t e s the legal
The complaint names asde f endant s both defunct and cur-rent state agencies, including theMontana State Board of Heal th ,Division of Disease Control,Department of Health, Divisionof Air Pol lu t i on Control andIndustrial Hygiene, and depart-_ — * - -rr>—.:——

Services, and Labor andIndustry.Residents allege that between1956 and 1968, state agenciesconducted at lease f i v e studies atthe Libby mine and mill and cor-responded with Grace managersabout the asbestos health hazard.The complaint al l ege s thatonly Grace management hadaccess to the confident ialreports, which discussed thetoxic nature of the asbestos dustand the life-threatening nature of
l ima iliaoaa* rnnoMl hv fwhestm

tion was made publ i c , the com-plaint alleges.It goes so far as to say stateagencies "conspired with Graceto conceal the results of thed e p a r t m e n t ' s studies and corre-spondence from G r a c e ' semployees, Libby residents andtheir families."As a direct result of the state'sbreach of duty to no t i fy the pub-lic of the health risk, residentswere needlessly exposed to thetoxic dust, the claim says."Had truthful information

t i f f s and the publ ic , p l a i n t i f f sand/or their f a m i l y memberscould have avoided the directand substantial asbestos expo-sure which caused theirasbestos-related lung disease,"the complaint States.Residents are asking the statefor financial compensation forpast, present and future medicalcosts and loss of earnings. Theyalso want compensation formental and physical pain andemotional distress.Lynette Hintze is a reporter for
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W e d n e s d a y , May 23, 2001 www.thewestemnews.com The Western NewsAdd Libby railroad yard tracks to clean up says EPA
By ROGER MORRISWestern News Pub l i sh erAdd the Burlington Northern-Santa Fe Railroad tracks near.downtown Libby to the l i s t ofi clean-up sites.i level of asbestos cont-i was recently discov-

ered by BNSF workers along.the railroad yard tracks, said. Paul Peronard, onsite coordina-tor for the EnvironmentalProt e c t i on A g e n c y , at las tw e e k ' s Communi ty A d v i s o r yGroup meeting.A cleanup crew for the rail-road was monitoring forasbestos dust when they record-ed asbestos f i b e r l e v e l s at 7-14• f ibers per cubic centimeter, sig-' n i f i c a n t l y higher than anything
• the EPA has found in the area.The yard track runs from the• old expanding p lant beneath the

Montana H i g h w a y 37 br idge• and past the L i b b y Depo t .

Peronard said it wasn't sur-pri s ing that the asbestos f i b e r swere f ound , only that the datacame back with such high lev-els. W.R. Grace, mined vermi-cul i t e near Libby for about 40years. The ore was loaded ontorailroad cards nearly 6 miles outof town. In town, an expandingp l a n t heated the ore until it"popped" or expanding for useas insulat ion at what is knowntoday as the city industrial park.Peronard said c leanup e f f o r t sare needed on the land acrossthe river from the former sortingplant as well as along the rail-road tracks where vermicul i t e
was loaded onto trains.The material was also used toinsulate community homes andbusinesses and to promote bet-ter drainage in residential gar-dens.In addi t ion, vermiculite mate-

r ia l s have been discoveredbeneath the high school andmiddl e school tracks and addi-t ional material s have beenf o u n d ly ing on the surface near-by. Peronard said the s u r f a c ematerial was sporadic enoughthat it may have been brought toth e s ur fa c e with d r i l l i n g f o rf ence posts.Vermiculite was also foundon the s ur fa c e at P l u m m e rElementary School where it out-l i n e d an old ice skating pond.The school proper t i e s are theE P A ' s cleanup priorities f o r t h esummer.The EPA wil l try to c ompl e t ethose cleanups before fall sports- s p e c i f i c a l l y - f o o t b a l l at thehigh school and soccer at themiddle school - need to use thef i e l d s in m i d - A u g u s t , Peronardsaid.The EPA is also starting to

haul contaminated materialsf r o m the old sorting p lant loca-tion at the base of Rainey CreekRoad up to the mine site. Theagency has paved the f i r s t h a l fmile of Rainey Creek Road toreduce dust problems. The roadwas o r i g i n a l l y bui l t with vermi-culite mine tailings.A l s o , more cleanup work isneeded at the old export p lantsite. Grace had cleaned thegrounds and bu i ld ing s at the sitelast summer, but Peronard saidthe freeze-thaw cycle of winterand the vibrations f rom railroadt r a f f i c have brought more ver-m i c u l i t e to the sur face in andout of the b u i l d i n g s ."One way or another theb u i l d i n g s are going to comedown," Peronard said. "Thestruggle is what to replace themwith."EPA o f f i c i a l s have met withcity representatives to discuss

the problem.
I n other business, C A Gheard:• EPA inspector generalN i k k i T m s e l y will attend eitherthe June 28 or July 12 meeting.• Agency for T o x i cSub s tanc e s and DiseaseRegistry is working with thestate of Minnesota on heahhscreenings this summer for peo-ple l iv ing around the formerWestern Minerals plant, whereLibby vermiculite was onceshipped.• A CAT Scan study at St.J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l willbegin J u n e 4.• The second round of health

screenings will begin in Aufand ATSDR has the necessfunding.• The memorial to asbejvictims is preceding. About:white crosses representing fpie who have died of asberrelated disease wil l be cstructed and placed in the vwlot across from Millwork Vduring Memorial Day Weeki

, . . lu't J«t Me Mm*____ttl.ltli____



1 A S K E P A ! !Questions and Answersabout Asbes tos and EPA's Inves t igat ion
1 Q: What is the due date for the Lincoln CountyCommunity H e a l t h Center grant a p p l i c a t i o n ?

A: The Lincoln County Community H e a l t h Center (LCCHC) SteeringCommittee is pleased to announce that an a p p l i c a t i o n weighing 2.5 poundsand t o ta l ing 175 pages was delivered to the post o f f i c e on May 15,2001 -right on the due date. Photocopies will be available soon.
The proud parents would like to thank everyone for their suppor t , andpar t i cu lar ly the approx imat e ly 35 community members who dedicatedhundreds of hours of labor to make this happen. The Committee hopes tohave more good news for you on September 15,2001 - the date of theaward announcement. We hope the g i f t s are green!

For more I n f o r m a t i o n about the Community H e a l t h Center please call:______Sandy Wagner at 406-293-6244 or 293-5010_______



U>*7tfc C A / T".Vf 5 i "W^&t0*. ,. •Martz asked to support Libby cleanup de sp i t e p o l i t i c s
To the Editor:I attended the dam meetingWednesday night and thenT h u r s d a y morning my w i f eand I took a pickup load ofwood to Eureka to he lp sup-port Jim Hurst and his goals.

It seemed like Gov. Martz
and her team might be able
to do some things to ensure

that common sense wouldplay a part in the battle be-tween f i s h rights and peoplerights. A l s o , it looked likeshe was d e f i n i t e l y going tohelp the p e o p l e of this area in
a batt le to let common sense
be involved in our forest is-
sues.As I watched both events I

wondered how many of thepeople there were going to bea f f e c t e d by our asbestos is-sues. I realize that because ofthe big business-lower taxesorientation of her party (andthe party that I have support-ed for the last 20 years) thatit makes it, in all pol i t i calcorrectness, a l i t t l e tricky for

Gov. Martz to support our efrf or t s to clean the asbestos ;from our Libby area.I ' m hoping that s h e c a n •f ind a way to do it. I wonder *if these s u p p o s e d l y conf l i c t - ;ing ideals again bring to thef or e f ron t the need for a com-mon sense based third party?
Don Smith



Where was M a n s f i e l d when plant belched brown?
To the Edi tor:

I thought a long timeabout answering Mr. Mans-field's letter. I did not wantto lower m y s e l f to his l e v e l .of such nonsense. He wrotesuch an idiotic letter andmost certainly proved hedoes not know any thingabout this val l ey with i t ' s
regular inversions.On May 14, Mr. M a n s f i e l d
was in Libby and was 'said tohave run 100 tons of a spha l tproduct through the asphal t
p lan t . It was c l oudy , rainycold and very windy, which
was a p e r f e c t day for the runwhen all the wind could
keep blowing the dirty cloudout of this valley.T h e n he went to The
Western News and looked up
articles he chose, which were
out of time context. Theywere written before the as-phalt started up.

Where was Mr, Mans f i e l d ,• : onMay 7 a n d ' S ? - 1 v ' •On May 7, at about 9 a.m.,we had an inversion in this
valley. No matter they start-
ed the asphalt plant and alltv>i> r l n n r f s of dirtv air and

kept at ground level it spreadall over the valley. P e o p l ewere really upset.The cloud could clearly beseen across the river. Oneman thought it was a f ireand he came in to see whatwas happening because therewas so much brown smoke.You could hardly breath orsee, with the inversion hold-ing this cloud of dirty, dustyair and smell right aroundus. There were so manycomplaint s f rom p e o p l e
about the mess. Peop l e begin 'to call the air quality o f f i c e .T h e y did shut the plant downfor two hours that afternoonand made up the time byworking later that evening.On May 8, the air was re-al ly dirty. They were dump-ing truck loads of crushedgravel, with clouds of dustf i l l i n g the air, at the sametime they started up the as-, p r j a l t t o j a n t .

It was spewing outcrushed gravel dirt comingfrom the talles t stack at theplant site and the dirt fromthe gravel was blowing outof the steam stack as well. It

stack. We had dirt in the airall over this val ley. Whenwe went down town youcould see the dust hanging inthe air in the streets.Where was Mr. M a n s f i e l don these days when the plantwas not running properly?Dirtying up Libby.On these two days early inMay every person that couldbe called was called. The AirQuality o f f i c e , the EPA —both loca l ly and state, Lin-coln County CommissionerRita Windom, The WesternNews, city council p e o p l eand county health o f f i c e r Dr.Brad Black.Every person was calledwho peop l e thought wouldbe of help to us. There weredozens and dozens of p eop l ewho called to see if wecould get some he lp withthis problem.Some of us had sorethroats and headaches onMay 7 and 8.Where was Mr. Mans f i e ldwhen this was happening andour health was in danger? Hewas not in Libby, when theair was so f u l l of dust and

asphalt t i t l e s , comes hereand t e l l s us in one day whatis good for us. Let's not for-get Mr. Mans f i e ld is a paidconsultant that came here toconvince us in favor of theasphalt plant.Mr. M a n s f i e l d t e l l s uswhat was seen and what wasnot seen. I know what I sawand it was a dirty, dusty,smelly and unhealthy cloudthat f e l l over us here.I must say to Mr. Mans-f i e l d , he doesn't know thetruth about Libby and this
plant. His words, the un-truths, partial truths belongto him.He can keep his K9 scatol-ogy and spread it. where hecan make someone believeit. We sure don't. We knowbetter. We know the truth.What we saw and smelled.My map shows Odel l ,Ore., is a long way from
Libby so he only knowswhat-he saw and wanted to
see and got paid to see onMay 14, his one time inLibby. That is a long wayfrom knowing the truth thatgoes on here in Libby Mon-



To the Editor
Mansf i e ld asked to visit Libby and ailing famil ie s
To the Editor:Firs t of all, f o l k s I have totell you that this article isbased on my opinion. A f t e rall that is what letters to theeditor are all about. Opin-ions!However, in the May 16edition of this newspaper aMr. Cli f f Mansf i e ld fromOdell, Ore., talks about ourasphalt plant. He cites hisyears of experience and hisqualifications in these mat-ters and t e l l s us that he hasju s t f inished scanning ournews archives relative to theasphalt plant.

Mr. Mans f i e ld is truly
disappointed in the manner
in which local citizens have

presented themselves to thepublic on this issue. Cliffcomes on as an expert withhis expertise and long timeon the job knowledge. Bydoing so he criticizes thosef o l k s who he f e e l s are notexperts and therefore are notqua l i f i ed to comment.In a dictionary, and no itwas not W e b s t e r ' s , I readthat an expert was someonewho could look at a messybed and tell if it was forlove or money.Under those guidelines 1have to admit that to thisday 1 have never met an
"expert".Now, if Mr. Cliff Mans-f i e l d wants to come to

Libby, as a self-proclaimedexpert, and debate theweather with the localtownspeople during theirearly morning c o f f e e hour,then it indicates to me thathe is certainly closer to oursituation than just scanningthe archives of our localnewspaper.Fortunate ly for Mr. Mans-f i e l d he is genetically securein his health when it comesto asphalt plants. But just astone's throw from the as-phalt plant in our immediateone block neighborhoodthere are three famil i e s whos u f f e r from the emissions ofthat plant.I am not referring to three

famil ie s in Libby only, but •within one block these f o l k sare s u f f e r i n g from migraine*headaches, sinus sensitivity,vomiting etc. - 'We are already an ex-posed population with aconsiderable number of peo-'pie who require the cleanestair that Libby can provide in'"order to help compensate for'respiratory problems. ; 'I encourage you Cliff tocome visit Libby, enjoy our,hospi tal i ty a n d o u r natural . 'recreational attributes and in [doing so perhaps you willbetter relate to our problemswith the asphalt plant.Mel Parker^Lerah Parker'
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Time to ta
LeRoy Thorn is right.The Community Advisory Group, a small commit-tee within the Libby area, does not represent enoughof the community to make a decision on a Super funddesignation.Here it is. The government is asking the communi-ty for direction. The federal government.Nary a government naysayer attended last w e e k ' sCAG meeting where a representative from theEnvironmental Protection Agency gave a lengthypresentation on the S u p e r f u n d l i s t ing process.The heck with the anti-government crowd. I sawtwo real estate agents in the audience and I appreciat-ed them being there. The business community mustget involved in this process. They can't sit back com-plaining and waiting to derail the clean-up process bysending the Environmental Protection Agency scram-bling. That won' t solve the problem.People don't have to say anything at these meet-ings. There's plenty of valuable information beingshared. A lot of people attend the meetings and justsit and listen.The frustration is a lot of people in this communitynever got over the initial salvo of press that put Libbyon the front pages of newspapers across the countryand national television. There's a lot of resentmentthere but it won't solve the problem or end the pub-licity.Thorn is concerned about the impact Super funddesignation will have on this community. He's a busi-ness owner, too. We all should be concerned.And we should all be at these meetings. Discussingthe problem and the question: To list the communityas a Super fund site or not. There are alternatives thatneed to be discussed, too.Perhaps if the businessowners and other membersof the community are unwilling to attend the CAGmeetings - for whatever reason - the issue should bebrought to them. Perhaps we can convince LeRoyThorn to bring the question to the monthly LibbyArea Chamber of Commerce luncheon for a discus-sion. Perhaps someone else can bring the discussionto the various social clubs in town - the Rotary, theKiwanis, the Lions, the Libby Woman's Club.We have time to discuss this and reach a conclu-sion as a community. That's discussion, not shouting.If we work together we can reach a sat i s fying con-clusion and the entire community would benefit. Ifwe continue to be a s p l i t community on the W.R. ,Grace issue, we w i l l remain (that way on all issues :

and the business climate will continue to su f f e r .We must come together for an important communi-ty discussion. Whatever we decide has to be decidedtogether. If we don't CAG will make that deri



fund l i s t ing
More input
needed from
community

By ROGER MORRISWestern News PublisherThe decision to list the community of Libby as aS u p e r f u n d site needs broader representation than theCommunity Advisory Group, said a member of the com-mittee at Thursday's meeting.LeRoy Thorn, a local business owner and a formeremployee of W.R. Grace, made his comments f o l l ow inga presentation by Dave Wil l iams , National Priorities Listcoordinator for the Environmental Protection Agency."I don't think a small group from the communityshould make that decision," Thorn said. "We don't repre-sent the entire community."Thorn suggested an alternative to l i s t ing the communi-ty on the National Priorities List. He said communityleaders and CAG should talk to EPA director ChristieTodd Whitman, when she visits Libby later this summer,to continue funding cleanup e f f o r t s in the communitywithout designating the town a S u p e r f u n d site."Before we j u m p in and write letters to the governorwe should look at this guaranteed fund ing request,"Thorn said.Other CAG members expressed concerns that achange in leadership at the EPA or a change in presidentand administration in four years could terminate funding.Paul Peronard, EPA on-site coordinator, said he is partof the emergency response program and a f t e r it is deter-mined that the problem requires a longer period of timefor cleanup, the site is usually added to the NationalPriorities List and declared a S u p e r f u n d site.Peronard and his EPA team arrived in November 1999in response to extensive reports that p eop l e exposed tothe asbestos-contaminated vermtculite once mined andmilled in the Libby area by W.R. Grace, were dying orbeing diagnosed with asbestos-related disease.The EPA does not decide to list a site or community asa Super fund site without f ir s t compiling enough scienti f icevidence j u s t i f y i n g the action, W i l l i a m s said. The infor-mation is presented to the governor of the state whoapproves the l i s t ing, he said.Only once has the EPA gone ahead with a l i s t ingde sp i t e the g o v e r n o r ' s objections. And only f o u r or f i v etimes have l i s t ings been succ e s s fu l ly challenged in court.W i l l i a m s said the two alternatives to l i s t i n g are the EPAdirector requesting special appropriations from



; S u p e r f u n d
Continued from Page 1Congress with work continu-ing as it has been or W.R. Gracefunding and cleaning up theidenti f ied problems."Basically it comes down to. you the community," Wil l i ams, said. "It is you the communityand the governor.""We're primarily working outof the emergency response bud-^ get because we think it's that" serious," Williams said.The EPA is on target to spend$26 million on the Libby prob-lem by the end of the current f i s -cal year in October, according toPeronard. A significant amountof the money has been spent outof the community on lab work,medical consultations, othertechnical contracts and trans-portation but more money — asmuch as $6 million — will bespent in Libby this year, he
said."I've talked to a lot of people
and they're afraid to talk out at aCAG meeting," Peronard said."The NPL is not going to makeit (economy) better in the shortterm. It will get better. 1 feel forthese people. I t ' s h o w they feedtheir families , i t ' s how they sendtheir kids to college.",,. Will iams said he is stlU com-
pil ing the information being dis-covered by P e r o n a r d ' s team inLibby. That information will beused to present the case of list-ing two sites - the old mine siteat the head of Rainey Creek andthe community of Libby. The
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listing process will take time, hesaid.W i l l i a m s said the a g e n c y ' sgoal would be to get the town offthe list as quickly as possible.As properties are cleaned,Wil l iams said the agency wouldbe able to give "comfort letters"to lenders absolving them andproperty owners of liability andserving as a "clean bill ofhealth" for the property andeventually the whole communi-
ty. Business bankruptcy con-cerns were mentioned by oneCAG member."That's timing and how youget the information out,"Peronard said. "The negatives tothis are very real. The publicityhere is so pronounced that Idon't know how it could beworse."The environmental and healthproblems are real too, Peronardsaid."We're seeing very real,palatable problems here thatyou're never going to get overuntil we start to clean it up," hesaid.And Peronard said he recog-nized not everyone believesthere as. a problem. ... ' t""There are some peopuT whostill think we shouldn't be uphere," he said. "They've told meI ' m only creating m y o w n job."I've got to tell you, nobodywants the Super fuhd l i s t ing buteverybody wants the cleanup."Both Will iams and Peronard

said the Super fund processworks better today than it didinitially 20 years ago. But bothsaid the process is slow andmethodical.The S u p e r f u n d cleanupprocess has improved over theyears, too, both men said. In theearly 1 9 8 0 ' s , when theSuper fund law was passed byCongress, environment cleanupscience was unknown, Peronardsaid. "We've made tremendousprogress since then," he said.

The EPA website includesinformation on all Super fundsites, Will iams said.And Peronard o f f e r e d to f indthe money to take Libby repre-sentatives to other Super fundsites, of the c o m m u n i t y ' s choice,to see how it has or hasn'tworkedWilliams said he will attendfuture meetings and be availablefor questions.The next CAG meetings willbe June 14 and 28.
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O fE f f o r t s ongoing to clear Medicare for asbestos victims
The nation's health chief hasbeen asked to h e l p clear up amistake that has led to Libbyr e s i d e n t s d i a g n o s e d w i t hasbestos-related diseases beingdenied medical coverage underMedicare and providing f u n d sto keep the asbestos treatmentand s c r e e n i n g c l i n i c opera-tional."Because of an admini s tra-t ive error, f o l k s who shouldq u a l i f y for Medicare are beingdenied, said U.S. Senator MaxBaucus. " T h a t ' s unacceptable,a n d t h a t ' s w h y I ' m a s j j q r i g „H e a l t h Secretary Thompson, toh e l p us out."In a May 14 le t t er to H e a l t hand Human Services SecretaryT o m m y T h o m p s o n , Baucusasked Thompson to h e l p clear

up a mistake that has resulted inseveral Libby re s ident s , whonever worked at the W . R .Grace mine but have contractedasbestos-related diseases, beingdenied medical coverage underMedicare. Several claims weredenied by the U . S . Departmentof H e a l t h and Human Servicesbecause of a coding system thatassumed the claims were "occu-p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d " a n d d i d n ' tqua l i fy under the Medicare pro-gram, Baucus said. The majori-ty of claims denied were fromf a m i l y members of vermiculiteminers who may have broughtasbe s to s dust home on the irclothes, Baucife said."Mr. S e c r e t a r y , 1 b e l i ev eL i b b y ' s c i r cumstance s a r eunique, and 1 ask that you

please note that the very sameasbestos-related diseases strik-ing former W.R. Grace minersf r o m Libby also impact manyindividuals with no occupation-al contact," Baucus wrote. "Iurge you to take the necessarys t ep s to a d j u s t the Medicarecoding procedure to a l l o w forthese special circumstances inLibby, Montana."Baucus learned of the claimsbeing denied on a recent trip toL i b b y , f r om primary carephys i c ian s Dr. AVanW h i t e h o u s e and Dr. B f a dBlack.Baucus also asked Thompsonto h e lp with continued f u n d i n gf o r treatment f o r Libby-arearesidents who may have beenexposed to asbestos f iber s from

the d e f u n c t vermiculite mine.Baucus wants T h o m p s o n torelease f e d e r a l d o l l a r s to fundthe Center for Asbestos RelatedDiseases.
In December 1999, Baucussecured $80,000 from the U . S .Depar tmen t o f H e a l t h andHuman Services to e s tabli sh theC A R D c l i n i c , which h a sscreened nearly 7,000 p e o p l esince July 2001. To continuethe medical services, the CARDc l i n i c a p p l i e d for a RuralH e a l t h Grant 1 f rom the H e a l t hResources S e r v i c e sA d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o t a l i n g$561,000 — $187,000 per yearfor the next three years. TheCARD clinic was n o t i f i e d onA p r i l 25 its request for f u n d swas denied.



k j l U p r M O T f cWorken scrambled to conuin dletel i p l l l e d f rom an articulated d u m p track that rolled la to Ike Kcottnai Hirer Tke*d«ymorning at Ike Environmental Protection Ageaicy'i work site at t»t bate o f-Ralney Creek aorta of Ubby.

EPA truck r o l l s into Kootenai
By ROGER M O R R I S
Western News ReporterAn articulated dump truck leasedby the Environmental Protection

Agency bad been sitting parked forabout 30 minutes Thursday morning
before it rolled backwards down anembankment and into the Kootenai
River.The bright ye l lowi sh-orange
dump truck was to be used to haul
asbestos contaminated mater ia l s

from W.R. Grace ' s former sortingplant site six miles north of Libby.EPA o f f i c i a l s had ju s t received theleased vehicle that morning, saidPaul Peronard, EPA on-site coordi-nator from Helena.
"It ju s t took off across the lot,"Peronard said. "One guy thoughtabout j umping onto it to try and stop

it but he didn't get on."The truck rol led over the edge
and into the river. The front tractor

portion of the truck laid over ontoi t ' s side with th e tires a t t h e wa t e r ' sedge. The dump body extended outinto the current.Peronard said about IS gallons ofdiesel fu e l from the 120-gallon tank
leaked into Ac river.Haz-mat teams from the U.S.Army Corps of Engineers and Libby
Volunteer F i r e Department responded
See Dumped truck on Page 7
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Community needs to fix prob l em so there is a rebound
To the Editor:

When this asbestos issuecame to l i g h t in the fall of 1999,we in Libby thought we had a° c reclamation problem a t t h e mine
ai site. Some of us knew that therefar. was asbestos on that mountain,as/ as we had experienced the dev-i astation caused by the earlyBt/i death of a loved one. We then
'111 learned that not only the work-

p ers had been put at risk, but this
"••' toxic f i b er had been broughthome on the miners' c l o th ing,

exposing their f a m i l i e s as wel l .
T h e n came the realization,

upon study of the 1985 EPAreport on "Asbestos -
Contaminated Vermiculi te ,"that these toxic asbestos f i b er sbecome airborne and mayremain airborne for days andeven i n d e f i n i t e l y d e p e n d i n g onf i b e r size and weather condi-
tions, p o t e n t i a l l y e xpo s ing a l lwho l ive in the area. We then
learned of documented air mon-
i t or ing p er f ormed by W.R.
Grace in 1975, which showedoccupat ional l e v e l s o f toxic po l -
l u t i o n in "downtown Libby" at a
time when f i b e r l e v e l s should
have been low due to weather
condi t i on s .

T h e f e d e r a l government
re sponded in 2000 with the ini-
t i a t i o n of a m e d i c a l screening of
the p e o p l e who l i v e d in Libby

during the exposure years, and ap u b l i c n o t i f i c a t i o n that this wasnot only an exposure to theworkers and their fami l i e s butthe exposure went to the resi-dential p o p u l a t i o n as we l l .
The informed pub l i c respond-ed with the initial screening par-t i c i p a t i o n of over 6,000 resi-dents (and former residentsbeing screened for asbestos

exposure.
I would urge the f o l k s whohave not been screened to par-t i c i pa t e in the second round ofscreening to be done by ATSDR

this fall. W h i l e there is l i t t l e thatcan be done m e d i c a l l y toaddress asbestos disease in earlystages, the X-rays provide a cur-rent picture and are valuable to
the individual and their physi-cians in the monitoring of dis-ease progression. The screening
also provides valuable informa-tion about the full extent of the
needs of this community so thath e l p can be sought. T h e s e dis-
eases are very expensive and the
costs are beyond the means ofmost p e o p l e in this community,
even as co-payment to insur-ance.

Many times in the past year-and-a-half I have wished matthis had never come to l ight . Itis a nightmare for us who work
hard to f ind solut ions, and for

those a f f l i c t e d . But it is a sadreality that we of Libby mustface. Had this not come to l i g h t ,many in this community wouldhave been and may s t i l l befaced with certain financial dev-astation. We need help. Ourhealth has been compromisedand our business community isin dire straits. Yet who do weblame? Each other.The corporate pro f i t e er s pro-vided this nightmare for Libby.These pro f i t e e r s said in i t ia l lythere was no problem back menand is none today, but we knowbetter now. Then they said ofthe preliminary f i n d i n g s f romthe medical screening, "Oh, youc a n ' t believe that, d o n ' t believeit," as if to say that the federalgovernment is lying to us. N o w ,these pro f i t e e r s say to us, "Youdon't want to become a
S u p e r f u n d site because i t ' l l hurtthe community."W e l l , W.R. Grace, our com-munity is already hurting, but
thanks for the fr e e advice.When we needed good advice,you were silent. You could havetold us that you were going topoison this community and we
should pack up our f a m i l i e s andleave. The next thing I expect tohear from W.R. Grace is a p l eao f ignorance: "We ju s t d idn ' t
know about the dangers of

tremoli te asbestos. If we had,we certainly wouldn't have putthe s t u f f at your schools foryour children to p l a y in."
P e o p l e of Libby, we need top u l l together. The sooner we do, £

the sooner this mess gets j>cleaned up. U
We are far beyond the point *?of turning away from this prob- ?lem. We need to fix this disaster ^so that we can rebound from it.

T h e attics a n d wal l s o f o u r " i 'homes need to be cleaned of ' <*'this stuff, our gardens and other econtaminated areas in town ^need to be cleaned up. We n e e d 'f u n d i n g for the long term med-ical needs of this community.Government on all l eve l s ^
f a i l e d to protect us. One govern- >.ment agency has acknowledged "vJI;that f a i l u r e and that is the f eder- _al government. Uncle Sam is J""reaching out a hand to a drown- Qing community and we need to —take hold. We need to be a unit-ed community again and weneed to ask for much-deserved
he lp , as a united voice. We mayeven need to ask l o u d l y , but weneed to take the hand that is ouronly hope.We will rebound from thisand once again will say that welive i n G o d ' s Country.

Clinton Maynard



A S K E P A ! !
Questions and Answersabout Asbe s t o s and EPA's Inves t iga t ion

Q: If I bring a bag of vermiculite into the EPA I n f o r m a t i o nCenter, can EPA test it?
A: Please do not bring vermiculite into the EPA Informat i on Center.We can send it for testing, but we p r e f e r to take samples direc t lyfrom your home.

EPA works with strict sampling protocols including chahvof -custody requirements. T h i s means that EPA or its contractorscollect a sample, and car e fu l ly seal the sample container and markit with key information. EPA then handles that sample with careand observes certain security precautions to protect both the ownerof the sample and EPA.
EPA must protect samples for the health and s a f e t y of all thosewho handle it. S a m p l e s are also protected and c a r e f u l l y trackedfor legal reasons. EPA must know where each sample has beenf rom the time of its c o l l e c t i on through the time of its analysis.
The I n f o r m a t i o n Center o f f i c e s t a f f are not prepared to handlesamples of material that po t en t ia l ly contain asbestos. Please callthe EPA Informat ion Center at 293-6194 to f i n d out if EPA cantake a sample from your home instead of co l l e c t ing the sampleyourse l f . Thank you for your cooperation.

For more in format i on , p l ea s e call:
Wendy Thomi , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241



Tracks closed at s chool s
S u r f a c e vermiculite found near high school, m i d d l e school tracks

The tracks at Libby H i g h School andL i b b y M i d d l e School have been closedf o l l o w i n g the discovery of vermicul i t eon the surface of the ground nearby.The vermicul i t e , which was used assurface material for the tracks for atime in the 1970s and early 1980s, wasfound late last week, d i s t r i c t superin-t endent K i r b y Maki said. The decisionwas qu i ck ly made to close the tracksunt i l the area can be cleaned this sum-
mer."It j u s t i sn ' t worth no t doing that, I

• S t u d e n t h e a l t h s creenings
not u s e f u l tool says ATSDR

See Page 7
guess," Maki said.A contractor working for theEnvironmental Protection A g e n c yplaced matting around the track areas atboth schools."The assumption is that it was s a f e ,and probably is, but we're j u s t not

going to take the chance that we hurt
some kid," Maki said.The vermiculite is probably materialthat came off the surface of the tracksbe fore they were covered in asphalt,Maki said."When you get a bright day and it'sdry, you can see the shiny material," he
said.C l e a n u p of school property is a topprior i ty for the EPA, according to

See Tracks on Page 7

Tracks
Continued f r o m Page 1agency on-scene c o o r d i n a t o rPaul Peronard. The work w i l lbe c o m p l e t e d th i s summer, hesaid.

Preliminary tests have shownvarying l eve l s of contaminationunder the tracks and on the for-mer ice r i n k at P l u m m e rElementary. No vermiculi te hasbeen found at the sites of simi-lar ice rinks at M c G r a d e andAsa Wood elementary schools.

S a m p l e s f r o m t h e p l a y -ground at the corner of U.S.H i g h w a y 2 a n d L o u i s i a n aA v e n u e have a l s o turned upc l e a n . T r a c e amount s o fasbestos were f ound in a sam-ple dug out of the ground atF i r e m e n ' s Park.S a m p l e s t aken e a r l i e r t h i ss p r i n g at the h i g h school andm i d d l e school showed contami-nat ion beneath the tracks butnot in other areas.

L H S t r a c k C o a c h R o dT e m p e l said c l o s i n g access tothe track was a good dec i s i onbut it does leave the g i r l s andboys t ra ck t eams w i t h o u t apract i ce f a c i l i t y h ead ing in todivisional this weekend and thestate track meet in two weeks."We can c o n t i n u e to useareas where the j a v e l i n throwand shot put events are held,"T e m p e l said. "We will have tolook at using the new walking

trai l for a running sur fa c e andthe school parking lot."T e m p e l sa id t h e coache sm i g h t take some s t u d e n t s toK a l i s p e l l t o p r a c t i c e a t t h ef i e l d s there." W e ' l l j u s t d o t h e best w ecan," he said.
A s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e dm a t e r i a l s f r o m W . R . G r a c e ' sv ermicu l i t e mine were used tocover the tracks in the 1970s.The t r a c k s were covered inasphalt a f t e r tests indicated thata s b e s t o s f i b e r s were b e i n gstirred up when the tracks werein use.



Wednesday, May 18, 2001 www.thewestemnews.com The Western N e w s 7H e a l t h screening for chi ldren no t u s e f u l says ATSDR
By RAY STOUTWestern News ReporterA luge-scale X-ray programtor past Plummer students would-n ' l b e wor thwhi l e , said D a nStrauibaugh of the Agency for

T o x i c Substances and Disease
" W e d o n ' t have t h e c l i n i c a la b i l i t y at t h i s p o i n t to makeMiwning a useful tool for chil-dren," S t r a u s b a u g h t o l d th eKhool administrators on Tuesday,May I.Strausbaugh and two f e d e r a lenvironment representatives weremeeting with school p r i n c i p a l sand the superintendent at the dis-t r l c t ' l C e n t r a l A d m i n i s t r a t i o nBuilding. It was the f irs t of regu-l a r T u e s d a y m e e t i n g s f o r t h egroup lo discuss how to managethe asbestos, a known cause off a t a l diseases, f ound on schoolproperties.V e r m i c u l i t e contaminated byasbestos has been f ound atPlummer School , Libby M i d d l eSchool and Libby H i g h School.At P l u m m e r , v e r m i c u l i t e wasplaced beneath a former ice-skat-ing rink.

Last month, the 5,600-square-foot area was covered with p la s t i cand sand and surrounded by
snowfence.At the midd l e school and high
school, v ermicu l i t e was used tosurface the oval a t h l e t i c tracks
because it compacted w e l l , said
administrator J o h n K r a t o f i l , whocoached track in the 1970s andearly '80s. They have since been
covered by rubber or asphalt

That has minimized the chance
of i n h a l i n g the asbe s to s , saidW e n d y T h o m i , c o m m u n i t y -involvement coordinator for the
U . S . Environmenta l Pro t e c t i on
Agency.

" W e d o n ' t believe p e o p l e a r eat r i sk today," T h o m i said."People running around that trackmay be e x p o s e d to a littleasbestos, as we all are in the high-• ly industrialized world. But theyare not high-risk."As for t e s t i n g Plummer stu-dents, i t ' s t o o early t o d o a n ygood for the present and many
former alumni, she said. Evena f t e r a s i gn i f i can t exposure, likein a room full of asbestos-ladendust, "you might not see anything

on your lungs for 20 to 40 years,"Thomi said."We're not talking about any-where near that kind of expo-sure," Thomi said of the vermi-culi te found on school properties.Other variable s c o m p l i c a t ehow a c h i l d might be e x p o s e d ,she said. Those include how o f t e n
they walked over the ice rink andhow much snow cover th er emight have betaRather than a testing programtargeted s p e c i f i c a l l y at children, it
might be better to encourage themto have their physician check theirlungs every few years to see ifany asbestosis, mesothelioma or
lung cancers are progressing.T h a t would h e l p i n d i v i d u a l sand f a m i l i e s in their own deci-sion-making, such as whether ornot to smoke c i g a r e t t e s ,
Strau s baugh said. Tobacco uses i g n i f i c a n t l y increases t h echances o f d e v e l o p i n g the d i s -eases." I n 1 5 years w e ' l l p r o b a b l yknow a heck of a lot more aboutasbestos," T h o m i said. " W e ' r e
learning all the time."Many past Plummer s tudent s

are a lready e l i g i b l e for the f r e e
t e s t i n g by ATSDR: anyone who
is now 18 or o l d e r who l i v e d ,worked or p layed in Libby for atleast six months through 1990.S t r a u s b a u g h said h i s agencyhopes to screen people coming totown for school c lass reunions.The second round of testing, pri-mari ly f o r e l i g i b l e p e o p l e w h omissed last year's, is scheduled to ,begin the f i r s t week of Augus.The vermicul i t e was mined andprocessed near Libby for nearly70 years until 1990. It was usedas insulation in local bu i ld ings ,and as a g a r d e n so i l a d d i t i v ethroughout town C h i l d r e n are
known to have played in the p i l e s
of vermiculite near the expansionp l a n t c l o s e t o downtown. Thep l a n t i s b l a m e d f o r r e l e a s i n g
asbestos f ibers into the air.T h o m i reported t h e d i s t r i c t ' sother two schools, McGrade and
Asa Wood elementaries, also hadtheir interiors inspected and their
air and dust sampled in January2000. No asbestos problems werefound inside, and no asbestos was
detected in samples of the p l a y -grounds and walkways.

"All the schools, the idea now
is to grid them off and give them
a systematic covering over thegrounds ," said P a u l P e r o n a r d ,E P A on-s i t e c o o r d i n a t o r f o rasbestos abatement.At the three s choo l s whereasbestos has been found, the goalis to get the mineral removed -
soon, Peronard said.

People should be free to focus
on any asbestos in their lungs and
not have to worry about asbestosin the ground, he said.

" W e ' l l close that environmen-tal loop this summer," he said. "Idon't want to be ta lk ing about this
next year."

There are some obstacles, how-ever: summer s chool .Shakespeare in the Parks p lays atthe m i d d l e school in August, andN o r d i c f e s t l o o m i n g ahead i n
S e p t e m b e r . The goal i s to get

done be fore school starts.
S o m e e v e n t s c o u l d d e l a yremoval, Peronard said, becausehe doe sn ' t want p e o p l e around' .while the work is under way. ''••
" T h e best o f a l l w o r l d s , y o u ' " < '

don't have civilians around your" '
work site," h e sa id. "You h a v e ' 1 1

c l e a r l y d e f i n e d boundaries a n d 1 ;

s i g n s t h a t say, ' P l e a s e stay" i 'a w a y . ' "H e would p r e f e r t h e boundaries' ' • •be those of the school grounds-" 1

because they're already in p la c e 'and c l early marked, he said. '•H a v i n g school administrators
meet with f e d e r a l agency repre-'
sentatives each week i s t h e w a y t o ' '
go, sa id s chool d i s t r i c t :

Superintendent Kirby Maki. °" U p t o a certain point I ' m n o t ' 1

sure what we can do to help," he 'sa id , "but I t h i n k we're on tht ;"
right track here." l f

r«̂ :,*̂ ŷ "' ^:'-:''^^^f9^f?:iKm.^m--f,.^^'-^ '• ''^i^pf^sfssss^^M^^si^^^^y^^^^i^f^^m



EPA sees industrial park woes
By BRENT SHRUMWestern N e w s ReporterThe bu i ld ing s at W.R. Grace's for-mer export plant in Libby need to becleaned again or torn down, according

to the Environmental ProtectionA g e n c y ' s on-scene coordinator."They're not clean and have a lot ofproblems," Paul Peronard said.The buildings were cleaned lastyear by a contractor hired by Graceunder an EPA order. The structureslooked good last November but recent

inspections show considerable conta-mination f r o m asbestos-tainted vermi-
cul i t e , Peronard said."It was a lot worse than I expected,
for sure," he said.The vermiculi te was apparentlyimbedded in the deteriorating woodenwal l s of the bui ldings and may havebeen d i s l o d g e d by the freeze-thawcycle or by vibrations from the nearby
railroad tracks, Peronard said.

See I n d u s t r i a l park on page s

Indus tr ia l park-
Continued from Page 1"You can see where that stuff
has worked its way out of thecracks and out of the crevices of
the building," he said.The two opt ions are to clean
the bu i ld ings a second time in amore aggr e s s i v e f a s h i o n or to
s imply demol i sh them." T h a t ' s what I ' m l e a n i n g t o
right now," he said.T h e r e are c ompl i ca t i on s thatw o u l d need to be d e a l t w i th
b e f o r e the b u i l d i n g s c o u l d betorn down, Peronard said. TheCity of Libby owns the propertyand has used the site as an indus-t r i a l park. D e m o l i t i o n o f t h eb u i l d i n g s would require Grace,the city and the park's tenant to

agree on compensation.The p a r t i e s wou ld need t o
agree on what would be fair con-sidering the d i l a p i d a t e d conditionof the b u i l d i n g s , Peronard said.

• Compensation could be based ona n y t h i n g f r o m t h e monetaryvalue of the b u i l d i n g s to theirsquare footage. Anything agree-able to both sides would proba-bly be somewhere between those
extremes, Peronard said
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S u p e r f u n d —
Continued from Page 1that would be a fas t track for it,"Peronard said. "It's meant to be adeliberate process."

If Libby i s d e s i gna t ed , the areac o u l d b e d i v i d e d i n t o t w oS u p e r f u n d s i t e s , Peronard said.One could be for the mine itself,which w o u l d require p e r p e t u a lmonitoring, and one could be forthe rest of the town, which couldbe de-li s ted once cleanup is com-p l e t e ." I f y o u have s o m e t h i n g l i k ethe mine which requires mainte-nance, which i t w i l l , y o u d o n ' twant t o t i e t h e c i t y t o t h a t , "Peronard said.

T h e advantage t o S u p e r f u n dl i s t i n g l i e s in a continued sourceof f u n d i n g for ongoing monitor-ing and c l e a n u p a c t i v i t i e s .Peronard works f o r t h e E P A ' semergency response team, whichhe l i k e n e d t o m e d i c a l f i r s t
responders arriving at an accidentscene by ambulance."I ju s t come in and get all theworst source areas out of the
way, and, i f i t ' s necessary,S u p e r f u n d comes in and does amore methodical complete evalu-ation," he said.Peronard said h e ' s - n o t surehow long his program can sustain
its e f f o r t s in Libby." I ' v e s p e n t i n t h e l a s t year
twice what my regional budget isfor the entire program," he said.S u p e r f u n d may need to takeover if e f f o r t s move to cleaning
up numerous p r o p e r t i e s spreadout over the Libby area a f t e r the

most press ing hot spots like thef o r m e r Grace p r o p e r t i e s arecleaned up, Peronard said."I jus t don't know of anotherway or another mechanism wehave to address this over the longhaul," he said.The most obvious downside of
designation is the stigma attachedto the phrase " S u p e r f u n d site."
Studi e s have shown that propertyvalues tend to drop at the time ofl i s t i n g , then come back up a f t e rthe cleanup is f in i sh ed , Peronardsaid. Commercial propert i e s areespecial ly l i k e l y to show a rise in
value as EPA gives therm a cleanb i l l of health.

Other complaint s include long-term government involvementand the formal processes neededto get things done."It moves slower and it tendsto be a l i t t le l e s s r e spons ive ,"Peronard said.



S c h o o l s

S c h o o l smove totop of list
By BRENT SHRUMWestern News ReporterPlans are moving ahead for the quick

cleanup of asbestos-contaminated soil
at area schools, an EnvironmentalProtection Agency o f f i c i a l told L i b b y ' sCommunity Advisory Group Thursday."In terms of response priorities,these things jus t jumped to the top ofthe list," EPA on-scene coordinatorPaul Peronard said. "We will get them
done this summer."Test s have indicated varying l eve l sof contamination under the high schooland middle school tracks and on theformer ice rink at Plummer Elementary.No asbestos has been found at the sitesof similar ice rinks at McGrade andAsa Wood elementary schools.Sample s from the playground at the
corner of U.S. Highway 2 andLouisiana Avenue have also turned upclean, Peronard said. Trace amounts ofasbestos were found in a sample dugout of the ground at Firemen's Park.S a m p l e s taken at the high school andmiddl e school show asbestos contami-nation beneath the tracks but not on thefoo tba l l f i e l d or other areas.Contaminated materials f r o m W.R.Grace's vermiculite mine were used tocover the tracks in the 1970s. Thetracks were covered in asphalt in theearly 1980s a f t e r tests indicated that

See S c h o o l s on Page 7

M

Continued from Page 1
asbestos f i b e r s were be ingstirred up when the tracks werein use.

Because of the a sphal t sur-face , the contamination does notpresent an immediat e h e a l t hthreat, Peronard said. Problemscould arise in the fu tur e if thetracks need to be resurfaced or ifany excavation takes place.
" I t ' s j u s t a s i l l y p l a c e t o man-age an asbestos landfill, basical-ly," Peronard said. "You usual ly

d o n ' t site those next t o schools."

The con taminat ion atPlummer seems to be conf inedto the former ice rink area nearI n d i a n H e a d Road, Peronardsaid. S a m p l e s f rom other areasaround the school showed noasbestos.
The risks associated with thecontamination at the old ice rinkare hard to q u a n t i f y and dependon what chi ldren may have donethere, Peronard said." I f t h a t ' s where y o u p layedking o f the mountain, i f tha t ' swhere you wres t led, that ' s prob-

ab ly n o t s ome th ing I ' d want m ykids doing," he said.
S i t e s chosen f o r s a m p l i n gwere based on p la c e s where f or-mer Grace e m p l o y e e s and

school o f f i c i a l s be l ieved materi-
als f rom the mine may havebeen d e p o s i t e d , Peronard said." T h a t ' s where w e s t a r t e d ,then we sort of worked out f romthere," he said.

At P l u m m e r , material that
looked l i k e a mixture of vermi-c u l i t e and mine t a i l i n g s was vis-i b l e on the surface , Peronard

said. C o n t a m i n a t i o n at thetracks at LHS and LMS was allbelow the surface .
A d d i t i o n a l s a m p l i n g i splanned to "close the gaps" in

areas where contamination wasfound and to make sure there isno contamination in other areas."It' s harder t o prove a nega-tive that someplace is not conta-minated than it is, to f ind conta-mination," Peronard said.



At A ]
The Wes t ern N e w s 7

Memorial planned for asbestos victims
A commi t t e e for p l a n n i n g a

memorial f or a l l th e L i b b y peo-
pl e who have d i e d f r o r nasb e s t o s i s or asbes tos r e l a t e d
di sease s i s in the p l a n n i n g .

T h e i d e a comes f r o m t h e
A p r i l 2 6 C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y
G r o u p m e e t i n g . P l a n s a r e f o r
the m e m o r i a l to be c o m p l e t e dp r i o r to M e m o r i a l Day, May28.

M i k e S w i t z e r a n d J i m
R a c i c o t , CAG members andasbe s to s v i c t ims , are t r y i n g toc o m p i l e a l i s t o f names of al lthe deceased persons, workers
and f a m i l y members who d i e do f a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s ease
f r o m e xpo sur e due to the W. R.Grace mine in Libby . T h e y

have the l i s t of "the original100" v i c t ims but are l o o k i n gf o r a d d i t i o n a l names that a r e n ' ti n c l u d e d on the l i s t .P e o p l e who know of a
de c ea s ed f r i e n d o r f a m i l ymember may contract M i k e( 2 9 3 - 2 5 1 2 ) o r J i m (293-3470)or c a l l L i n d a at the EPA localo f f i c e , 293-6194.The to men also need volun-teers to work on the memorial .

P e o p l e may also leave; theirnames at any of the thfe'ei local
numbers.

P r e l i m i n a r y p l a n s c a l l f o rmaking i n d i v i d u a l crosses withnames of all the deceased andp l a c i n g these in a p r t f m i n e n tl o ca t i on in Libby. '
"We need to c o m p i l e the

c o m p l e t e l i s t o f d e c e a s e d ' w i t hin the next two weeks," S w i t z e rsaid.



/*2\ ASK EPA!!|j^/f Questions and Answers^ Cl^ about Asbe s t o s and EPA's I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q: How can I keep up with i n f o r m a t i o n about contaminat ionat the schools?
A: EPA has got ten many questions about the material that EPA foundat Plummer school and some of the other schools.

EPA will meet with the Libby S c h o o l s Super int endent andp r i n c i p a l s on May 8, 2001 to discuss the best ways to keep schoolo f f i c i a l s , parents and students updated on s a m p l i n g and results atthe schools, any cleanup p lans , and all activities related to theschools.
Lincoln County Environmental H e a l t h Dept., S t . J o h n ' s LutheranH o s p i t a l and the U.S. Agency for T o x i c Substances and DiseaseRegistry will also par t i c ipa t e in discussions of how best to respondto pub l i c health concerns involving the schools.
Plea s e cal l the Libby S c h o o l s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , Kirby Maki, at293-8811 with any s p e c i f i c questions and concerns and ideas sothat we can consider them as we make communication plans forthe remainder of the school year and the summer months.
In the meantime, EPA will continue to sample all Libby schoolsand p u b l i c parks and will take immediate action if we f i n dasbestos contamination.
We will continue to post sampling information on our web site ath t t p : / / w w w . e p a . g o v / r e g i o n 8 / s u p e r f u n d / l i b b y and discuss theresults of the samples at the Community Advisory GroupMeetings. (Next mtng. 5/17) Maps of the sampled school areasare available at EPA's Informat ion Center.

For more in format ion, please call:
Wendy T h o m i , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241Kirby Maki, Libby S c h o o l s Super in t endent at 293-8811



N e u / aLawyers getting rich over Libby:
To the Editor:W i t h Libby in the f i n a l s forsuperfund designation, I can't butwonder where the 5 to 10 cars ofzonolite per day wentAnd I can't he lp but wonderwhen the bozo x-rays wil l bel a u g h e d out of exi s tence andsome cat scans with personal lifestyle questions will be asked.And I wonder how the EPAbecame a research assistant and

scare monger for the trial lawyersof America Inc. ;What a growth industry. jExcept individuals who s u f f e rreceive l i t t l e ; the communitycalled Libby is branded and cas-t i g a t e d ; and some lawyers getf i l t h y rich. ^What a sad state of a f f a i r ^ ;over a 2 percent plus chance pfcancer from tremolite asbestos.RobUitho f
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Write A LetterP a r t i c i p a t e in c o m m u n i t y d i s c u s s i o n by s h a r i n g your
t h o u g h t s . Mail us a l e t t e r to the e d i t o r at P.O. Box 1377,Libby, M o n t a n a 59923 or e-mail it to westnews@libby.org

To the Ed i t or
S u p e r f u n d d i s cu s s i on not new at CAG meet ings

To the Editor:The subject of Libby becom-ing a S u p e r f u n d site has beenthe t op i c of conversation at oursemi-monthly CAG meet ingsfor some time. To the membersof the community who areaghast at the thought of the des-ignation, I ask, "Where haveyou been?"
T h e C i t i z e n ' s Advisory

Group was formed shor t ly a f t e rthe EPA arrived in Libby. The
intent of the group was to gather
input f rom everyone within thecommunity.The members were selected
by designating which groupsneeded representation: the LibbyRealtors, the L C E D C , theChamber of Commerce, theLibby P u b l i c Schoo l s , the Min-isterial Association, Lincoln
County Council on Aging, Mon-tana Covering K i d s , KootenaiV a l l e y Head Start , Linco lnCounty health o f f i c e r , S t . J o h n ' sHosp i ta l , the lumber andsawmill workers, the city ofLibby, the county, the formerGrace employees, the media,and of course, the victims of as-bestos related disease.We tried to be ultra cautiousto be sure that every segment of

the p o p u l a t i o n of the communi-

ty had equal representation. Ifyou look c a r e f u l l y at the abovel i s t of organizations, you wi l lsee that {here was only onevoice and vote representing thevictims at that f ir s t meeting,
mine.There was always the oppor-tunity for any segment of thep o p u l a t i o n who wa sn ' t repre-sented to send a representative.T h i s was welcomed.Where have you all been?The f ir s t to criticize the possi-b i l i t y of a S u p e r f u n d site des ig-nation probably has never pro-vided input to the organization.If you had taken the time totake two hours out of your"busy schedules" twice a monthto listen, you would realize thatwe within the community havethe f ina l say so on the future ofthe community. Instead, you sitback, accept s o m e o n e ' s wordthat the meetings are nothingbut a bunch of screaming andyel l ing and nothing is accom-pl i sh ed .

I will admit that occasionally,someone from the audience mayspeak too l o u d l y for your de l i -cate ears, but I don't think it isthe volume of their voice thatupsets you, it is the messagethat they carry.

Probably, they too were ju s tdiagnosed and f e e l that thewheels of j u s t i c e are moving tooslowly. Perhaps they fear, as Id i d , for their ch i ldr en or grand-ch i ldr en having the same f a t e asthemselves. If this i s the releasethat they need to f e e l that theyare doing something, no one ob-jects . We all understand thefrustration and anger.What Libby and the state ofMontana has needed but hasn'thad since the story broke is aleader! Either c i ty, county orstate l eve l . One person in au-thority to speak up and say,
"Enough is enough, let ' s get towork, analyze the problem, f i n da so lut ion and get on with ourlives."Just one person to s tep f or-ward would have he lped. . Havewe had this? No!Instead, the citizens of Libbywho care enough about Libby's<ruture have devoted their timeand e f f o r t s into accomplishingall that has been done. Thetragedy is that the victims ofW.R. disGrace are the ones whohave devoted their precious re-maining f r u i t f u l fu ture s to ac-compl i sh ing what could be con-sidered an impossible task!You that have "dodged the

bullet' so to speak are the oneswho wi l l realize someday the
f r u i t s of our endeavors. OnceLibby is f i n a l l y cleaned up,property values wil l soar, indus-try w i l l cone, peopl e will wi l l-ing ly move to the most environ-m e n t a l l y clean town in the west.P e o p l e wil l want their chil-dren to grow up here, knowingfor certain that an invisiblethreat is gone.The so lut ion is s imple. Wehave a mess, let's clean it up as
r a p i d l y and e f f i c i e n t l y as possi-ble. L e t ' s cooperate with t h eonly agency who dared to t e l l us
the truth — Region 8 EPA..To the p e op l e and agenciesthat my tax do l lar s funded , letthe shame be upon you. To. thep e o p l e who have continuallythrown s tumbl ing blocks in the *way of our e f f o r t s , may you livea long and f r u i t f u l life and neverf i n d out that you also, inhaled.If someone out there has a n - _ _other solution, please speak up tTo those of you who are mem- -.bers of the CAG but haven't \.sent a representative la t e ly , per-,haps its time that you take an '.active part in the fu ture ofLibby instead of complainingabout it

Gayla Benef i e ld



N O T I C E
WJL GRACE HAS FILED FOR CHAPTER 11 BANKRUPTCY.T H I S M E A N S T H A T A L L P E R S O N S W T I H A N A S B E S T O S C L A I M W I L LBE REQUIRED TO FILE A PROOF OF CLAIM IN BANKRUPTCY.A DEADLINE WILL BE SET. IT IS BEST TO BEGIN EARLY IN PREPARINGA N D D O C U M E N T I N G T H E C L A I M

If you received a letter stating that you have an asbestos disease, or ifyou have been told by a doctor that you have an asbestos disease, then thetime to file a claim has begun to ran. It is expected that there wiD be a dateto close the filing of claims in the bankruptcy proceeding.
If you have not been through the EPA/ATSDR screening for asbestosdisease, you may sign up for the next screening at the Center for AsbestosRelated Disease office in Libby (406-293-2728)

McGarvey, HebeiUng, S n f f l v u i A McGwrty, P.C.745 South MainK a l i s p e l l , MT 59901406-752-5566800-345-1763 (in Montana)800-406-7544 (outside Montana)Free consultation

We have secured a position on die Grace Bankruptcy TortC r e d i t o r s ' C o m m i t t e e , and are in a position to protectyour interests.

<



;;-. ASK E P A ! !
V Questions and Answersabout A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on

Q: W i l l EPA li s t the city of Libby as a N a t i o n a l Priori t ie sLis t S i t e ( N P L ) ? _
A: EPA and the S t a t e of Montana have not made any decisions aboutwhether to propo s e the site for NPL l i s t ing . As with any large andc o m p l i c a t e d area that contains hazardous substance contamination,EPA is considering all the opt ions of c l eanup, inc luding propos ingvarious areas in and around Libby for the S u p e r f u n d N a t i o n a lPriorit ie s Lis t ( N P L ) .

At pre s ent , EPA is gathering data which will be used to assess therisks in Libby. T h i s data can also be used to "score" the area forpotential NPL l i s t ing. The NPL is an information and managementtool which gu ide s EPA in determining which sites in the nationwarrant the pr ior i ty a l l o ca t i on of Agency resources for investigationof site risks and c l eanup action. S u p e r f u n d has limited resources andit is a p p r o p r i a t e that these resources be directed to the sites that arethe most c ompl ex and pose the greatest risks.
EPA always c on f er s with the G o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e and the Sta t eDepartment of Environmental Quality and the public whileconsidering whether or not to propose a site for the N P L . T h i sprocess is j u s t beginning.
To f i n d out more about NPL l i s t i n g , p l ea s e attend the May 17Community Advi sory Group Meet ing from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.The meeting i s held at Libby's C i t y Hall Ponderosa Room.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n , p l e a s e call:
Wendy T h o m i , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241



N O T I C E
W.R. GRACE HAS FILED FOR CHAPTER 11 BANKRUPTCY.T H I S M E A N S T H A T A L L P E R S O N S W T T H A N A S B E S T O S C L A I M W I L LBE REQUIRED TO FILE APROOF OF CLAIM IN BANKRUPTCY.A DEADLINE WILL BE SET, FT IS BEST TO BEGIN EARLY IN PREPARING

A N D D O C U M E N T I N G T H E C L A I M .

If you received a letter stating that you have an asbestos disease, or ifyou have been told by a doctor that you have an asbestos disease, then thetime to file a claim has begun to run. It is expected that there will be a dateto close the filing of claims in the bankruptcy proceeding.
If you have not been through the EPA/ATSDR screening for asbestosdisease, you may sign up for the next screening at the Center for AsbestosRelated Disease office in Libby (406-293-2728)

If you have any questions, we suggest you contact an attorney.

McGarvey, HeberUng, Sullivan & McGarvey, P.C.745 South MainK a l i s p e l l , MT 59901406-752-5566800-345-1763 (in Montana)800-406-7544 (outside Montana)
Free consultation

We have secured a position on the Grace Bankruptcy TortCreditors' Committee, and are in a position to protectyour interests.



Libby asbestos woes addres sed by L e g i s l a t u r e
B y L Y N N E T T E H I N T Z E

S p e c i a l to the N e w sA temporary d i s t r i c t court to process
asbestos lawsu i t s , a health-care workerfor asbestos v i c t ims and a j o i n t resolu-
t ion to d e v e l o p air s tandards forasbestos were key victories for L i n c o l nCounty in the 2001 l e g i s l a t i v e session.

How big the vic tor ie s were remainsto be seen.
W.R. Grace & Co., the corporat ionamed for asbestos disease l inked to

v e r m i c u l i t e mine it opera t ed , f i l e d

for bankruptcy thi s month, ca s t ing a
c loud over the u s e f u l n e s s of a spe c ia lcourt for asbestos claims.Sen. Bil l Crismore, R-Libby, spon-sored the b i l l to h e l p process the back-
l o g o f l aw su i t s directed a t Grace. I t ' ss t i l l unknown how the bankruptcy w i l l
a f f e c t the s p e c i a l court, Crismore saidMonday.

The s tate S u p r e m e Court w i l l havethe f i n a l say whether or not to i n i t i a t ethe court, but is wa i t ing for the f e d e r a l
bankruptcy court to d e c i d e if some

asbestos cases can proceed.
K a l i s p e l l lawyer A l a n McGarvey, a

partner in th e f i rm tha t ' s h a n d l i n g mostMontana asbestos cases, said earlierthis month that the bankruptcy put an
automatic stay on l i t i g a t i o n .

Cases that would have gone to t r ia lover the next year may be on hold for
several years, he said. Plaintiffs canproceed with their c laims within thebankruptcy court, but the court u l t i -
mate ly d e c i d e s how the L i b b y cases
stack up against other creditors.

Asbe s t o s -
Continued from Page 1
session, the idea was resurrect-ed and inserted in a larger bud-get b i l l .

The employee wil l be a liai-son of the Department of Pub l i cH e a l t h and Human Services.F u n d i n g for the po s i t i on beginsJuly 1.
Camey introduced the suc-ce s s f u l j o i n t re so lut ion askingthe s ta te Department ofEnvironmental Q u a l i t y tod e v e l o p ambient air standardsfor asbestos exposure. There iscurrent ly no f e d e r a l or statestandard that i d e n t i f i e s a s a f elevel for chronic exposure toairborne asbestos f ibers .

"We hope the DEQ wi l l acton this," Carney said. "Theseair q u a l i t y s tandards wi l l be
good for the whole country, thewhole world."

Camey has also asked theL e g i s l a t i v e A u d i t Division to

document th e s ta t e ' s involve-ment with the Grace vermi-cul i te mine through the years.Given her status as a fre sh-man l e g i s l a t o r , Camey saidshe ' s pleased with what sheaccomplished to h e l p asbestosvictims.
"We got what we asked for,"she said.
Montana EnvironmentalI n f o r m a t i o n Center l o b b y i s tAnne H e d g e s said theL e g i s l a t u r e could have donemuch more for asbestos vic-tims.

"Legis lators ' ears perked upwhen they heard Libby and theyf e l t something should be done,but all we got were minorpieces of l eg i s la t ion," H e d g e ssaid.
The resolution for asbestosair standards is a s t ep in theright direction tha t ' s long over-due, she said.

More than 80 cases are p e n d i n g inLinco ln County District Court and thenumber could grow cons iderably,Crismore said. The cases are being
heard at the rate of two or three a year.

Rep. Ei l e en Camey, D-Libby, intro-duced a b i l l to fund a h a l f - t i m e state
hea l th worker stationed in Libby to f i n d
f u n d i n g and suppor t services forasbestos victims. W h i l e C a r n e y ' s b i l lwas k i l l e d in committee early in the

See A s b e s t o s on Page 8



/^ , ASK E P A ! !
| *** I Questions and Answers\, ,.,o v- f about Asbe s t o s and EPA's I n v e s t i g a t i o n

Q: How can I have input into the Libby Community IA d v i s o r y Group Meet ings? _________________I
A: The pub l i c is always welcome at each meeting. The meetingsare usual ly held on the second and f our th Thursday's of eachmonth. They are nearly always in the Ci ty Hall's PonderosaRoom from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Any changes from thiss chedule , time or l o ca t ion wil l be announced in the localnewspapers.

The CAG normally has an agenda of t o p i c s to be discussed atthe meet ing and there is time for p u b l i c comment and questionsat the end of each meeting.
You may call any CAG member to ask questions or request thatthey bring a certain t o p i c to the group for discussion. For acurrent l i s t of CAG members, p l ea s e visit the EPA I n f o r m a t i o nCenter at 501 Mineral Ave. in Libby or call the I n f o r m a t i o nCenter at 293-6194 and request a copy to be sent to you.
You may also fill out a CAG evaluation form. T h e y wi l l beavailable at the A p r i l 26th CAG meeting and for the next twoweeks at the EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center.
Your input is welcome! The CAG and EPA encouragecommunity input and wi l l try hard to be responsive to any needsand sugge s t i ons that they receive.

For more i n f o r m a t i o n , p l ea s e ca l l :Wendy T h o m i , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator
at 406-441-1150, X241

rW r
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D O C U M E N T A R Y T E A M S E E K I N G M A T E R I A L S
Michael Brown Productions, Inc., a Texas-based company, has beenf i l m i n g a documentary on Libby and W.R. Grace for part of the past two months inthe area, and will continue shooting well into the summer. This se l f-f inanced projectwill be broadcast quality and will seek a potentialworldwide audience to fa i r ly tell the truth about what happened to people who eitherworked at the mine, or have been a f f e c t e d by itThe city & citizens of Libby will be treated posit ively by the story.We are seeking support materials to be included in the documentary.While we are unable to pay for most materials, proper credit will be given in thedocumentary to anyone coming f o r t h with these or other items we may use:

•General home video or film of children playing on the former ballfields•Film, video or still photos of the former mine in operation, or other site activity•Film, video or stills of the demolition of structures on the former mine site•And other materials related in any -way to this story.
Please call us collect at 817/261-2500, or e-mail; michael@mbpvideo.com, Orwrite to Michael Brown Productions, Inc., P.O. Box 121206, Arlington, TX 76012



D O C U M E N T A R Y T E A M S E E K I N G M A T E R I A L S
Michael Brown Productions, Inc., a Texas-based company, has beenf i lming a documentary on Libby and W.R. Grace for part of the past two months in

the area, and will continue shooting well into the summer. Thi s s e l f - f inanced pro j e c twill be broadcast quality and will seek a potential
worldwide audience to fa i r ly tell the truth about what happened to p e op l e who eitherworked at the mine, or have been a f f e c t e d by it.

The city & citizens of Libby will be treated pos i t ive ly by the story.
We are seeking support materials to be included in the documentary.While we are unable to pay for most materials, proper credit will be given in thedocumentary to anyone coming f o r t h with these or other items we may use:

•General home video or film of children playing on the former ballfields
•Film, video or still photos of the former mine in operation, or other site activity•Film, video or stills of the demolition of structures on the former mine site
•And other materials related in any way to this story.

Please call us collect at 817/261-2500, or e-mail; michael@mbpvideo.com, Or
write to Michael Brown Productions, Inc., P.O. Box 121206, Arlington, TX 76012



^\ ASKEPA!!
' • \ Questions and Answersabout Asbe s t o s a n d E P A ' s Inve s t i ga t i on

Q: W h a t is EPA duoing at Plummer school?

A: EPA is p u t t i n g a cover on the old ice rink to seal off asbestoscontaminated ore that was found during sampl ing. It wasdiscovered that vermiculite ta i l ing s were used as a base materialfor the rink. The temporary cover - a tarp and 4 inches of sand -wil l be replaced with a permanent cleanup when school is out inthe summer.
EPA w i l l continue to sample all Libby schools and p u b l i c parksand w i l l take immediate action if we f i n d asbestos contamination.
P l e a s e ca l l or write to EPA if you know of a pub l i c p lac e wherep e o p l e are e xpo s ed to raw vermicul i t e ore. You can write to EPAat: W e n d y T h o m i (8MO)

EPA Montana O f f i c e
301 S. Park; Drawer 10096

H e l e n a , MT 59626
For more i n f o r m a t i o n call:Wendy T h o m i , EPA Community Involvement Coordinator

at 406-441-1150, X241



MEPA changes el iminated pro t e c t ion f rom airborne asbestos
To the Editor:I wri te , p r e s u m p t i v e l y I un-
d er s t and , to ask readers to con-tact the Governor to ask her to
veto HB 408, S e n a t e Bil l 377,HB 473 and HB 459.1 do sobecause as these worked th e i r
way t h r o u g h the L e g i s l a t u r e ,
we as a state have been able toread that under these b i l l s an-other "W.R. Grace poi soning"
of a communi ty could occur,
another p o i s o n i n g o f F l a t h e a d
Lake c o u l d occur.F o r p r o o f , J o i n t R e s o l u t i o n
29, c l e a r l y e s t a b l i s h e d thateven the L e g i s l a t o r s know nof e d e r a l or s tate ambient air
s tandard i d e n t i f i e s a s a f e levelfor exposure to airborne as-bestos. Y e t , HB 473 amends
M E P A to p r o h i b i t considera-
t i on of expo sure to airborne as-b e s t o s for that very reason -
no s t a t e or f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n
s e t s a s t a n d a r d for airborne as-
be s t o s , t h e r e f o r e no r igh t to
p r o h i b i t p e r m i t s f o r f a c i l i t i e s
e m i t t i n g airborne asbes tos
w o u l d exi s t under HB 473.

The b u d g e t , sought by the
governor, u n d e r f u n d s agencies
that do environmental a n a l y s t s
under M E P A . A d d t o t h a t , H B

477 reduces f e e s that can berequested for ga ther ing in f or-
mation to do an environmental
analys i s . Senate Bill 377 re-s t r i c t s the period in which da tac o l l e c t i o n and analy s i s canoccur. T h e n under HB 408, the
agency head has to approve of
a determination of s igni f i cance .Assume for a moment theagency head does not f e e l
he/she is a lap dog of industryand takes t ime to review theanaly s i s . U n d e r SB 377, theagency head could consume
enough time to make it i l l e g a lto w i thho ld a permit for au-thor i ty to act, except under cer-
tain condit ions.After those agency employ-
ees have taken the time to dothe increased analy s i s of howthe p r o j e c t might e f f e c t hu-mans, not j u s t what s p e c i f i c
l e v e l o f t ox i c e f f l u e n t or air-
borne t ox in might come f r o m
the p r o p o s e d p r o j e c t and be
l i m i t e d by current regulat ions ,
HB 473 by Y o n k i n of Boze-
man, p r o h i b i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f
any of those unregu la t ed im-
pac t s .

The o n l y basis upon which a
p r o j e c t can be w i t h h e l d , de-

nied, or even have a conditionimposed on it is if there is a
writ ten f i n d i n g that gran t ing
the permit v i o la t e s some cur-rent r egu la t i on .

The mine in L i b b y was incompl iance with state and f e d -
eral r egu la t i on s . S t i l l p e o p l e
who didn't even work in themine are dying. The nation isusing a 50-year-old standardfor arsenic in drinking water.
The nation is using a standardfor mercury in e f f l u e n t s thathas a l l owed it to accumulate in
F l a t h e a d Lake to such a levelthat pregnant women shou ldn' teat f i s h from that lake.

HB 473 is a pr e s cr ip t i on fordisaster, not of course in our
l i f e t i m e . An under fundedagency has j u s t had its workload increased, then is t o ld that
all the a n a l y s i s o f e f f e c t s on
humans is wi thout weight un-l e s s o therwise r e g u l a t e d . Ask
y o u r s e l f , who would work with
such an impotent result.

Sadly, you are w r i t i n g to a
governor who, when p e o p l e
point th i s out to her, says it isl u d i c r o u s ; who waited unt i l
a f t e r she was e l e c t ed to say she
was g o i n g to be a lap dog for

industry. Governor Martz re-
f u s e s to comment on a radio
t a l k show host that c a l l s envi-
ronmenta l i s t s "green Nazis ,"
when our l eader ought to saythank you to those who for
years ago stood up for the need
to protect the environment for
our health and s a f e t y .

S o m e b o d y should look at
which p o l i t i c a l party is now
trying to regress on the fewprotec t ions we have. TheM a j o r F a c i l i t y C i t i n g A c t
under SB 319 would now ex-
empt power p l a n t s , the numbertwo emitter of toxins. One iscoming to the open space up-
wind from your kids soccerf i e l d .

It requires l e a d e r s h i p to s tateto citizens, we may have to in-crease the cost of a p r o j e c t in
order to protect your grandch i l -
dren. Many Americans would-
n ' t even vote f o r a 25-cent i n -
crease in gas to protect f u t u r e
generations from the catastro-phe of g l oba l warming. Maybe
we don't have a l eader who is
asking them to consider some-one be s ide s th emse lv e s .

J o h n H o l l o w
H e l e n a

^
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To the Edi tor
EPA miscues in early 1980s should come as no surprise
To the Editor:

P e o p l e wonder why the EPA
knew about the dangers of as-
bestosis in Libby in the early
8 0 ' s , y e t d i d no th ing t o h e l p t h epotential victims. I t ' s rea l ly n obig mystery, i f you're as old asI am, and you pay attention.
Here are two reasons.1) Soon a f t e r he was e l e c t ed ,President Reagan appointed
Anne Gorsuch to head the EPA.
Anne Gorsuch was so i l l - s u i t e dfor the job that she had earlierbeen turned down when she hada p p l i e d for a job with the
agency. T h i s h igh ly u n q u a l i f i e dand environmenta l ly h o s t i l e po-l i t i cal appointee dramat i ca l ly
d i s r u p t e d the inner workings of
t h e E P A .She e v e n t u a l l y resigned

under a scandalous cloud, but
during her tenure, it was l i t e ra l-ly impossible for the agency todo the job it was created to do.
At the same time, the Reaganadministration hamstrung theagency by cu t t ing its budget bynearly h a l f . In a very short peri-od of time, Reagan and Gor-such strangled the e f f i c a c y ofthe agency to the degree that it
was barely able to survive,much le s s en forc e environmen-tal laws. T h i s created an envi-ronment that f o s t e r ed a "lack of
communication within theagency," as described in a re-
cent report by the EPA inspec-tor general. It prevented theagency from p r o p e r l y en for c ing
environmenta l laws, thus
p u t t i n g vermiculite miners and

their f a m i l i e s at risk.
T h e E P A ' s rank a n d f i l e pro-fe s s ional s were so incensed bythe EPA administrative p o l i c yof p u t t i n g p o l i t i c s ahead of sci-ence that they later insisted one s tab l i sh ing a code of ethics fo-

cusing on science rather than
po l i t i c s .2) President Reagan appoint-ed his close friend, J. Peter
Grace (name sound f a m i l i a r ? )
as head of the Grace Commis-sion. The former president andhis const i tuents from industry
put together the Grace Commis-
sion to get government off the
back of industry. We, in Libby,
are the direct recipients of the
"benefits" of this commission^actions. In thi s case, Libby resi-
dents know, f irs t-hand, what

happens when health and envi-ronmental regulations are
quashed by industry and theirf r i e n d s in government. Montana
industry and po l i t i c i an s wouldnever s imilarly sell us out,would they?

Those are two very clear rea-
sons why the EPA and othersignored our p l i g h t in Libby. I
f u l l y expect to be attacked by
fans of Ronald Reagan, state
po l i t i c ians , industry and GeorgeBush (who is, so far, out-Rea-
ganing Reagan on the environ-ment). But I don't mind. It w i l lonly confirm how easily we can
be manipu la t ed by p e o p l e and
entities that are only too happy
to put our w e l f a r e at risk for
their gain.

Bud Journey
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To view the actual hard copy, contact the

S u p e r f u n d Records Center at (303) 3 12-6473



•!"*.*•"• f • • " ; • - • • ' • " . . ' . ' , ' - " " • • • '



. . -:•;§
M " i » • " S ' . ^ F i V F • ' • * " ; •

&m&&w& ^ ? > > f c * . w T ' ! «
• . • . . .



r ? ' • & • Si l iM4 ; ^^^' i i^ i • • • • £ & ' . ' • & • ; t • : : • • '• ® % :te.

pS|^i;: ' ,;<:c ; ; : : 113^S: ; • I ^ ' P
: % ? > - i ! ' ^ * ' i - ^ ^ ' " t l l ;^';;ii^!r:^^;|

^ ' '

' K . . . I - S . I ?.:?v\.f.
'••'.'3&M%• ' ; .•.. " £-W^i.*.,.



$sJ^^
^^^^^K?:;^:iSlI^ I i a l f $ & v l 5 l i & s f e l l l ^ S f e

rfOkMllM»iu«MjaMd«*v>>vr.,;»rtif«»iij£«£i3L»t^w..» :.,. .^. -«..,.,.Ji,i.:« J.,^Jii l^i.ii tj>-v ......;•*,.-'-•Bg».*raa»vw-JAig," f » T W i « • tj.fc»... ^ ;•: -,_.i?.xs. H ;- nxs.sxv.. n..a - -.:,. • •

. ' : ; ? - < ^ : ' " " . r s » j > '
i ' ; . ^•-i.'-^'.-i'f : ' :• • . . • • . « ' . . . : ' • : . : . • '

:•;,:«

, " . S « : ' : j

lg*^J

0lt:::^7 / . : : v ' 5 i . - . ; ' * »



- 4 / n J e iEPA OKs use of tracks — for now
By ROGER MORRISWestern News PublisherThe school system got anOK from the EnvironmentalProtection Agency to use thetracks at Libby H i g h Schooland Libby M i d d l e S c h o o la l t h o u g h v e r m i c u l i t e ha sbeen f o u n d below the sur-face.'. I n v e s t i g a t i o n , so f a r ,shows students do not haveexposure to the materiale xp e c t ed to be laden wi thtremolite asbestos, said ChrisW e i s , science c oord ina torfor the EPA response team,d u r i n g the A p r i l 5Community Advisory Group •meeting.; "We are f i n d i n g somematerial at che tracks," Wet ssaid. " W e h a v e n ' t f o u n danything of s ignificant expo-sure. The risk to children atthe schools is low.• "If we f ind anything otherthan this we will take imme-diate action contacting Kirby(Maki)," Wei s continued.• The v ermicu l i t e materialused to create a base beneaththe track is buried deep inthe ground where s t u d e n t sare not "interacting" with it,Weis explained.; To date, no material wasf ound on the f o o t b a l l f i e l d ,he said. S a m p l i n g was takenf r o m h o l e s up to two f e e tdeep.T h e m a t e r i a l f o u n d", >enea;h the high school track

The Libby High School track lies atop a base deposit of vermiculiteore which will probably be removed this summer says the EPA.

was not proce s s ed vermi-culite, Wei s said. It appearedto be raw ore.
" I t ' s l i k e l y t o b e high i nasbestos," he said.The EPA plans to continue

taking samples from the ath-le t i c f i e l d s at both schoolsand the playground areas atthe three elementary schools.A CAG member suggestedthe EPA test the playgroundat St. J o h n Lutheran Schooland Day-care, too." W e ' l l p u t that o n o u rradar," Weis said."We will be working withthe school system on therisks," he said. "It's f ine torun on the track, it's a beau-t i f u l track."S c h o o l s uper in t enden tKirby Maki, a member of theCAG group, requested theEPA examine the tracks af t erreading memos from W.R.Grace dating back nearly 20years.Grace had contacted thes chool s in the early 1980sabout potential danger of thevermiculite used as materialon the then unpaved track.T h e company conduc t edtests and determined duringdry c ond i t i on s there wereu n s a f e exposure l e v e l s toasbestos f i b e r s f or s tudentathletes.The track was paved short-ly a f t er the testing.The EPA wi l l continuesampling in those areas anddetermine how it needs to beremoved this summer.Maki asked Weis for a let-ter assuring other s chool sthat it is sa f e to use the trackfa c i l i t i e s this spring.



CAG to give needs list to Baucuso
By ROGER MORRIS

Western News PublisherA list of community needs covering^ironmental and residential cleanupDng-term health screening to eco-lic development will be given toU.S. Sen. Max Baucus on Wednesdayduring his visit to the Libby area.The Community Advisory Group onasbestos issues decided on the listApril 5 at their regular meeting.In addition to the list of needs, CAGhas questions and statements for thesenator, too.Baucus is expected to be in Libbyduring the afternoon on Wednesdayand meet with CAG members at thePonderosa Room at Libby City Hallshortly a f t e r lunch.Ini t ia l ly , Baucus had scheduled a

I N S I D E
EPA OKs track useSee Page B-3Insula t ion course setSee Pige 6

f i e l d hearing in Libby for the Senate' shealth and publ i c works subcommittee.The hearing was changed to a yet-to-be spec i f i ed date in mid-May. It ishoped EPA director Christy ToddWhitman, as well as U.S. SenatorConrad Burns and U.S. Rep. DennyRehberg will attend along with othermembers of the senate sub-committee.The same list will be presented toRehberg, who is scheduled to visit the

EPA I n f o r m a t i o n Center in Libby onFriday, April 13.
The lis t includes:• The community supports the EPAin Region 8 and their e f f o r t s to he lpLibby and congressional support isneeded.• Suppor t is needed for the commu-nity's application to be designated afederal Community Heal th Center. Anestimated $1 million is needed for abuilding to house the center.• Ongoing health screenings forabout 25 years. The estimated cost is$20 million to $25 million.• Removal of vermiculite insulationfrom homes and businesses in theLibby area.

See CAG list on Page 6

\^



Wednesday, Apri l 11, 2001

CAG list
Continued from Page 1• F u n d i n g f or ongoingresearch inc lud ing theUnivers i ty o f Montana' s geneticresearch into asbestos* exposureand disease susceptibility.• Funding for a l a n d f i l l cellto accept vermiculite insulationas it is removed from buildingsand sites about the area.Estimated cost is $250,000.County Sanitarian RonAnderson said if the countyd o e s n ' t receive f u n d i n g f o r t h ecell there will have to be a $25charge per load to cover thecosts of the cell and long-termmonitoring.• Funding is needed for eco-nomic development to h e l pLibby recover from the nationalp u b l i c i t y associated with theasbestos problems. An estimat-ed $250,000 was i d e n t i f i e d for aposi t ive advert i s ing campaign.• Ask if there is

Benef i e ld to seek criminal investigation
One item not on the list of items being present-ed to U.S. Sen. Max Baucus on Wednesday is acall for a criminal investigation of W.R. Grace.The investigation was presented at the CAGmeeting April 5 but not included on the group'slist because not all members were comfortablewith it.It will be presented separately by asbestos vic-tim advocate Gayla Benefield."I'm going to ask Max for a ful l congressionalinvestigation into Grace," Benefield said. "I wanta criminal investigation. I don' t care i f i t ' s local,

state or at the federal level."Lincoln County Commissioner Rita Windomsaid that it's probably a state issue based on aninformal discussion she had with MontanaAttorney General Mike McGrath.T h e ' c o m m i s s i o n e r decided last month to beginan informal investigation into the former miningoperations and the resulting asbestos-related prob-lems in the community to determine what thecommunity needs."It's the only closure some peopl e will get,"Benefield said of the criminal investigation.

Congressional means to blockW.R. G r a c e ' s bankruptcy.Concerns were expressed withGrace transferring funds and notinc lud ing overseas companiesin the f i l i n g .• If the EPA co l l e c t s the $10m i l l i o n it is seeking from Gracefor c l eanup costs, can the

money be returned to the com-munity for health needs and res-idential cleanup costs.• What will Baucus do tokeep past f a i l i n g s of the EPA,i d en t i f i ed in the recent InspectorGeneral ' s report, from reoccur-ring.• Funding for the medical

health trust is needed. An esti-mated $500 million is needed toprovide health care for peopleidenti f ied with asbestos-relateddisease.• Ass i s t p e o p l e withasbestos-related disease obtainaccess to Social Security bene-f i t s .



www.the>we>stemn«>wswcom Wedne sday , A p r i l 11, 2001

Write A LetterP a r t i c i p a t e in c ommuni ty d i s c u s s i o n by s h a r i n g yourt h o u g h t s . Mail us a le t ter to the edi tor it P.O. Box 1377,Libby, Montana 59923 or e-mail it to westnews@libby.org

Grace continues shameful manipulations
W.R. Grace and Company has, for thepast dozen years, been using every finan-cial and legal maneuver they could toremove themselves from the r e spons ib i l i tythey have to their former employees andthe many others whom they have poisonedthrough the operations of their corporateempire. In Montana the victims are inLibby and the poison is cancer-causingasbestos.W.R. Grace may have s imply "beendoing business" but the Libby workers andus — yes, you and me — are going to paythe cost.Back in 1988 W.R. Grace began itsshameful manipulations to avoid thosecosts and responsibilities by first reorga-nizing its company, cleverly spinning offassets through a combination of W a l lStreet trades to benef i t its most wealthystockholders. It formed a new company,leaving the chemical business, includingits asbestos producing mines. Grace hadrealized for many years that the day ofcostly reckoning was coming, and theywere seeking cover.The company, in 1995, spun off into amedical s u p p l y business. Most of us don'thave that special brand of free marketmentality genius: Firs t you poison yourworkers, then sell them medical items suchas bott led oxygen. Ruthless, you say?Come now, this is s imply a company doingthe b idding of its major stockholders-putt ing p r o f i t s over people. I t ' s called c o r -porate democracy. And to be sure, W.R.Grace and Company is one of the moreruthless at that particularly odd practice ofdemocracy.Not content with its manipulation, thecompany, in 1997, created another corpo-rate entity which would further shield itfrom the responsibil i ty of he lping theirI dying former workers and their sick wivesland children. It used its assets to create a[company called Sealed Air, the maker ofI bubble wrap-the packing and shipping

Center for theRocky
Mountain West

By Pat W i l l i a m s

material. K i d s love to p l a y with the stuff;they pop those tiny p la s t i c a i r - f i l l e d bub-bles with almost the same inev i tab i l i ty thatW.R. Grace's asbestos is des troying theonce a i r - f i l l e d lungs of its workers.More recently, in Washington, D.C., thecompany was also trying to persuade theCongress to pass l eg i s la t ion to protect it.They came close to p u l l i n g that one off,convincing many Republicans and even ahand fu l of Democrats to support an indus-try-written "asbestos compensation" b i l l .T r a g i c a l l y , two Republican members ofCongress from Montana supported theW.R. Grace l egi s lat ion. Only when the vic-tims from Libby traveled to Capi to l Hillcarrying their oxygen bottles and t e s t i f y i n gbefore the Commerce Committee againstthe l eg i s la t ion was it shelved.The handsomely paid f inancial and legalshysters of the Grace empire were not fin-ished. Yes, they had reduced the annualsales of the c o m p a n y ' s products f rom 7bi l l ion to about 1 b i l l i on dollars and yes,they had shielded five-sixths of the compa-ny' s assets from l iab i l i ty , bu t they s t i l l hadthe nuisance of those pesky lawsuits beingf i l e d by their poisoned, dying workers andtheir families. Many of those cases, morethan 200 from Libby, Montana, alone,were f i n a l l y ready to come to trial.Through legal manipulation, Grace furtherdelayed many of those lawsuits by havingthem placed in a legal purgatory known asmulti-district litigation.And .then the coup de grace: W.R. Graceand Company, or the shell that remains,

f i l e d for bankruptcy. That action will virtu-ally assure that the victims will receive lit-tle or nothing because the c o m p a n y ' sassets are gone, spun off over the past 13years in a dizzying d i sp lay of legal andfinancial slight of hand.So, we are left with the tragic fact thatthe asbestos victims and their attorneys,who alone have fought for years, withoutf e e s , to bring just ice and fairness to theircl ients, are left with nothing at worst andvery l i t t l e at best. The ill and dying alongwith you and me — yes, you and me-areleft with only the costs. It is actions suchas those of W.R. Grace and Company t h a t ;make our healthcare costs rise, our healthinsurance premiums increase. Your taxesto pay for Medicare and Medicaid wi l l bepushed up because of these and other cor-porate manipulations.You know what this country needs evenmore than "a good 5-cent cigar?" We needelected o f f i c i a l s who will stop p layingdumb, who wi l l get out of bed with thesecorporate rascals, who will do battle forthe working s t i f f s in this state and countryand who — Republican or Democrat —have the guts to go a f t e r these unethical 'corporations. We need elected o f f i c i a l ssuch as T e d d y and Franklin Roosevelt;senators such as W i s c o n s i n ' s L a F o l l e t t eand Montana's Metca l f . But first we needa majori ty of our citizens to stop d e f e n d i n gthese corporations and their d e f in i t i on ofthe so called "free marketplace."Through either naivetl or plain s tupidi-ty, a s ignificant portion of Montanans con-tinue to support the very corporations andtheir heirs which have and continue towreak havoc on our state and, worse, they 'support those polit icians who are the lack-'eys of those very companies. Shame on usand shame on them.Pat Williams is former 16-year U.S. con- •gressman from Montana who is a fellow at
the Center for the Rocky Mountain West in
Missoula.
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antinued from Page 1
sidents."We've got men walking one moon and robots on Mars, isere no way for us to move thisyr Wilkins asked.Bene f i e ld said one of theiggest classes to graduate fromibby High School was holdingi early summer reunion were
ther classes.Strausbaugh said ATSDR wasancemed with rm»intaining theune standards as established

for the f irs t round of screeningsso the results won't be dis-
missed."What is we had funding andcould provide the service but notworry about using the statis-
tics?1' Benef ie ld asked.I t ' s po s s ib l e , Strausbaugh
said.Rick Palagi, hospital adminis-trator and CEO, said he wantedthe local medical communityand the hospital involved in the"sequencing and planning" for

the second phase of screening."Two thousand people in twomonths is too many in a shorttime," he said. "We'd be
swamped."Complete results f rom the f ir s tround of testing are expectedthis summet, Strausbaugh said.A preliminary report, involv-ing the results from the screen-ing of 1,078 people, showed 30percent with some type of lungabnormality and 17 percent withan abnormality consistent with^

asbestos exposure.O f f i c i a l s had estimated thatthe screening results would f indanother 10-IS percent of thelocal popu la t i on with anasbestos-related disease. Theyhad expressed surprise inFebruary when the higher num-bers had been released.ATSDR o f f i c i a l s said thatresults for the entire 6144 peo-ple, who were screened, couldbalance out to the lower expecta-
tions.



— — — — ^~ ^S^ATSDR announces second
_...„.«• sU months or longer befbre 1 .̂31,

of screenings
By RAY STOUTWestern News ReporterA second round of free testing forlung ailments due to asbestos will beo f f e r e d in Libby starting in August.So the modular building at 318Louisiana Ave. will be hosting the face-to-face interview, three chest X-raysand lung-function testing once again.( f l i g h t now there's a couple thou-sa f la people on our list who have metthe protocol," said Dan Strausbaugh,regional representative of the Agencyfor Toxic Substances and DiseaseRegistry, which conducts the screen-ings. "But if it's more or less, we'll be

prepared."The additional round of healthscreening is meant to accommodate eli-gible people who couldn' t or didn' t
participate in last year's testing,
Strausbaugh said.Testing is open to people who livedor worked in the Libby community for

six months or longer before Dec. 31,1990. That's the year the nearby vermi-
culite mine and processing millsclosed. The vermiculite is contaminated
with tremolite asbestos.The second round { f o l l o w s a four-
month period last year in whichATSDR tested 6,079 people in Libbyand 70 peop l e in Elko, Nev., whereminers sought j ob s a f t e r the W.R.Grace & Co. operation ceased opera-
tions in Libby.To determine e l ig ib i l i ty , call 1-800-
439-8308. Participation is voluntary
and free of charge.The program is part of the LibbyCommunity Environmental Heal thProject. It ' s designed t o identity andexamine people whose health may havebeen a f f e c t e d by exposure to asbestos-contaminated vermiculite, once minedand processed in and around Libby.

See Screenings on Page 6

Screenings
Continued from Page 1The serening are to i d e n t i f yany health e f f e c t s so people canbe referred for evaluation andtreatment. Diseases stemmingfrom asbestos exposure includeasbestosis, mesothelioma andlung cancers, all usually fa ta l .

More than 300 people in theLibby area had been diagnosedwith an asbestos related diseasebefore the health screening
began last year.The initial testing in Libbydrew more than twice the 3,000peop l e ATSDR o f f i c i a l s had

expected.F i n d i n g s from the initialround will be published thissummer. Preliminary results ofmore than 1,000 people showeda higher rate of asbestos-relatedailments than expected.Thirty percent of the people

tested in a group of 1078 showeda lung abnormality with 17 per-cent showing abnormalities con-sistent with asbestos exposure.To get information on theLibby testing program, contactStrausbaugh at 293-2728 inLibby or at (406) 441-1120 ext.



Asbestos awareness class scheduled for builders
A free asbestos awareness viduals ate invited too and are ters union is responding by Participants will receive man-class is scheduled for encouraged to attend. The union o f f e r i n g this class. Since our uals with information af""*Wednesday, April 11, by the has scheduled the class in union has traditionally been con- asbestos, what it is, what it <Pacific Northwest Regional response to concerns raised by cemed about the sa f e ty and do, and how workers should pro-

United Brotherhood of and several members have been the decision to open up our class with itCarpenters' National Heal th and helping union organizers talk to to any interested individual in A representative from the EPA"Safe ty Fund. carpenters and contractors-about the Libby area.": r , , - b a s agreed to «o»e to answer "2LThe class is scheduled from 5 ttwclass. The Paci f i c Northwest questions, and U.S. Sen. Max *
ing room of the Venture MotorInn in Libby.The union is seeking carpen-ters and contractors in the Libbyarea that may come in contactwith building materials contain-ing asbestos or other silicateminerals. Other interested indi-

potential health and sa f e ty issuessurrounding exposure toasbestos when remodelinghomes that may have buildingmaterials containing asbestos,"said Jason Miller, an organizerwith the Pacific NorthwestRegional Council. The carpen-

and the United Brotherhood ofCarpenters National Heal th andS a f e t y Fund are sharing the costof the class. Emil Lippert , a cer-t i f i ed instructor from the u n i o n ' snational training fa c i l i ty in LasVegas, Nev., is coming toMontana to teach the class.

mat day, has agreed to stop by totalk wim the participants, too.The union is asking mat any-one who has not already regjs- <tered for the class call 1-888- ^816-4441 and leave their name eand telephone number if they **would like to attend.



C A R P E N T E R S :
FREE

A S B E S T O S A W A R E N E S S C L A S S
IF YOU ARE E N G A G E D IN R E M O D E L I N G H O M E S IN
THE LIBBY AREA YOU COULD BE AT RISK! LEARN

MORE ABOUT T H E H E A L T H A N D S A F E T Y I S S U E S
Y O U M I G H T F A C E W H E N E X P O S E D T O A S B E S T O S

F I B E R S B Y A T T E N D I N G T H I S FREE C L A S S :
D A T E :
T I M E :
L O C A T I O N :

W E D N E S D A Y , APRIL 11, 2001
5:00 TO 9:00 PM
V E N T U R E MOTOR I N N , L I B B Y , M T

• P L E A S E C A L L 1-888-836-4441 AND L E A V E Y O U R N A M E ,
A D D R E S S A N D P H O N E N U M B E R T O RESERVE Y O U R SPOT

• M A N U A L S A N D R E F R E S H M E N T S W I L L B E P R O V I D E D
The Carpenter s Union is concerned with S a f e t y and H e a l t h Is sue s and how thoseissues a f f e c t all carpenters, without regard to membership (in the union). Possibleasbestos contaminat ion of vermiculate attic in su la t i on creates a po t ent ia l heal thrisk for carpenters engaged in remodeling work. Merely s t e p p i n g in this type ofinsulat ion can kick up dust which when inhaled may cause severe health
problems. The Carpenter s Union believes that it is important to carpenters andtheir f a m i l i e s to have a good under s tanding of what the po t en t ia l health risksmay be and how to avoid those risks. T h a t is why we are invit ing all carpenters toattend an A s b e s t o s Awareness Clas s deve loped and presented by the UnitedBrotherhood of Carpenters H e a l t h and S a f e t y F u n d of N o r t h America. There isno charge for this class and there will be time set aside for discussion of the issueswith representatives f rom the Union and the Environmental Protection Agency.

Sponsored by:
T H E P A C I F I C N O R T H W E S T R E G I O N A L C O U N C I L O F C A R P E N T E R S

F O B 821, H E L E N A , M O N T A N A



By Rep. EUeen CarneyClaiming it can't handle the deluge of
asbestos personal-injury lawsuits, W.R.Oace & Co. announced earlier in the week- - • i — — t ^ .

Montana's history is a tragic cycle.Companies come to plunder our wealth andthen leave us to clean up the mess they have sadly, no one iswas
^ by thisexpected that Grace
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inspector vreuei ai

OIG outlines
f e d e r a l , state
fai lure to act

By BRENT S H R U MWestern News ReporterThe Environmental Protection vAgency was aware of health risks asso- ^elated with asbestos-tainted vermiculite VKas far back as the 1970s, a report issued jjj»this week by the a g e n c y ' s inspector 1general indicates. &EPA did not do more about the issuefor a variety of reasons including frag- -^mented authority and poor communica- y»tions within the federal bureaucracy, Climited technology and scientific data, band competing funding priorities, thereport concludes.According to a 1983 letter from an ^.^EPA o f f i c i a l , "asbestos-contaminatedvermiculite is considered a lower prior-ity at this time than problems posed byfriable asbestos-containing materials inschool buildings and commercial andindustrial uses."EPA did not focus its attention on thesituation in Libby until the issuereceived widespread media coverage inlate 1999. The inspector g e n e r a l ' sinvestigation was prompted by an EPArequest made last summer. The investi-gation sought to determine what actionsthe agency took to address asbestosexposure issues in Libby and what bar-riers the agency faced.The Montana State Board of Heal thidenti f ied asbestos as a component ofdust at the Libby vermiculite mine dur-ing a 1956 inspection. In October 1 9 7 J ,the federal Bureau of Mines issued anotice to mine owner W.R. Grace aboutexcessive asbestos dust, but the noticewas terminated in 1975 f o l l ow ing theinstallation of a new wet mill designedto control dust.EPA was created in 1970 and in 1973issued its f irs t regulations controllingemissions from asbestos-processingfaci l i t i e s and other sources of asbestos.Due in part to a lack of knowledge ofasbestos as a contaminant in othermaterials, the agency focused on com-mercial asbestos products such as brakelinings. According to the inspector gen-eral's report, the issue of contaminantasbestos was to be addressed af t er theagency finished its work on commercialasbestos.
See OIG report on Page 6



O I G rt
Continued f rom Page 1In 1990, e f f o r t s to regulate
contaminant asbes tos endedbecause resourceswere needed to impl ementamendments to the Clean AirAct. Based on knowledge that
continues to b u i l d , EPA shouldreconsider regula t ing contami-nant asbestos emis s ions , thereport concludes.During the early 1980s, EPAconsidered taking action onasbestos-contaminated vermi-c u l i t e under the T o x i cSubstance s Control Act andgenerated several reports. A1982 d r a f t po s i t ion paper con-cluded that asbestos-contami-nated vermiculite posed s i g n i f i -cant health risks and that thepub l i c was general ly unaware ofthe risk. The investigation wasunable to f i n d a f inal version ofthe paper, however."Although these recommen-dations could have helped EPAaddress Libby, we found nodocumentation to confirm thatEPA intended to implement theregulations," the inspector gen-e r a l ' s report concluded.The report praised EPA's cur-rent work in Libby and notedthat t h e a g e n c y ' s S u p e r f u n dprogram is evaluating 243 othersites across the country thatreceived vermiculite ore fromthe Libby mine.Barriers that prevented EPAfrom doing more aboutasbestos-contaminated vermi-cul i t e inc luded fragmentedauthority among m u l t i p l e f eder-al agencies, d i f f e r i n g f ed era lde f in i t i ons of asbestos and dif-ferent governmental standardsfor asbestos, the investigationf ound. Communication between

d i f f e r e n t EPA o f f i c e s was anoth-
er problem that was i d e n t i f i e d .Regional EPA o f f i c i a l s t o ldthe inspector general they were
not aware of several reportsregarding asbestos-contaminat-ed vermiculite that were gener-ated between 1977 and 1985.
The inve s t igat ion f o u n d evi-dence that the regional o f f i c ehad been made aware of at leastone of the reports, however. A1984 l e t t er forwarded to theo f f i c e referred to evidence thatasbestos in vermicul i t e sentfrom the L i b b y mine to aprocessor was responsible forhealth problems experienced byemployee s at the proce s s ingplant.The report also f ound that ifinformation regarding enforce-ment actions hdd been forward-ed to the S u p e r f u n d program,the agency would have had anopportunity to consider cleanupactions before 1999.In 1992, the state - whichwas responsible for enforcingEPA air quality standards —conducted an investigation inLibby f o l l o w i n g a complaintthat a Grace employee not wear-ing a mask had been seen walk-ing out of a bu i ld ing that wasbeing demolished. The bu i ld ingwas believed to containasbestos..State o f f i c i a l s inspected thef a c i l i t y and found that EPA hadnot been not i f i ed prior to thedemolition of a bu i ld ing conta-minated with asbestos, asrequired. The violation wasreferred to the U.S. Departmentof J u s t i c e and in September1994, Grace was f ined$510,000.In 1994 and 1996, a Libby

resident sent le t ters to EPAexpressing concerns that a fam-ily with children was living oht h e site o f Grac e ' s formerscreening f a c i l i t y and that acommercial nursery with green-house was being operated on thesite. The 1994 letter was foi-.warded to the state. In respond^
ing to the 1996 letter, EPA o f f i *cials expressed the assumptionthat the state was handling theissue. IT h e inspector g e n e r a l ' sinvestigation found no evidence;that the S u p e r f u n d program wasnot i f i ed of the 1992 violation ofof the concerns about the forme;screening f a c i l i t y . -

Limitations of science, tech?nology and health e f f e c t s datahave also hamstrung ERA, theinspector g e n e r a l ' s investiga-tion concluded."Regarding asbestos in gen-eral and asbestos-contaminatedvermiculite in particular, thetechnology for i d e n t i f y i n g thepresence and amount bfasbestos has limitations, eventhough it is progressing,'' thereport found.Problems include the id en t i f i - fcation and measurement of 'asbestos contamination and thelengthy latency period associat-ed with asbestos-related dis-eases. ;The f ir s t major studies ofhealth e f f e c t s of asbestos-conta- jminated vermiculite were com'missioned by Grace hi 1983 'with the results turned over toEPA in 1986. JEPA budget constraints alsoplayed a part in the a g e n c y ' sinaction. In the 1980s, actionsby industry to address healthand environmental concernswould have had a significanta f f e c t on E^PA funding deci-sions, the inspector g e n e r a l ' sreport concluded."According to the budget jus-t i f i c a t i o n for the toxic sub-stances program in fiscal 1984,working with industry to reducerisk was the f ir s t choice," thereport found.According to EPA documentsf rom the time, the agencyplanned to document casesrequiring no action becauserisks were being "adequatelymanaged" and reserve regulato-ry controls for instances wherenegotiated controls were notfeas ib le .
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, No surprises. ^ . ,! . . .• ,l!-] What's not said but hinted at are the more in t ere s t ing'feort iori ibf the Inspec tor General' s report on the actions
f
j.of the Environmental Protection Agency regardingf W.R. Grace and its verrniculite mine near Libby.We'y,e known that Libby and the f a t e of p e o p l e
the draclcsl Paul P e K $ a $ h S s i| j c meetings that somehow the agency didn' t f o l l o wthrough when the information was there requiring^ction, He's done everything but get down on his kneesand beg our forgiveness .

J / ( S o t h a t ' s n o t news.The why it happened is only hinted at and a f t e r read-jng the report I can only guess that information was>st s h u f f l i n g between departments or various arms ofie same agency and other f ed era l agencies and offi-ials in one agency thought representatives from anoth-r agency would f o l l o w up^A l s o , it appears that the law al lowed the EPA to dealith a^be^tps^directly,but not material contaminatedith asbestos,5 t e g a r d l e S s pflfte heal th threats. ,V i v - ,And p o l i t i c a l interests or priori t ie s also established 'id continue^establish th£ agenda for the EPA^s l

\

What is interesting is the Inspec tor
ie s p e c i f i c s are l a c k i n g l j u t>t of imagination. The picture painted ^ims,Qf a fedeial bureaucr^ .so large

Oi:

I have to keep reminding mys e l f that* tn^ojrmationdidn't f l o w 10,15 and 20 years ago as^ughly as it does today. For instance,report f p u r i d i|'s way into the hands of ey<"In tf je regicai'ajid who knows how man|fc)(jit*tHefi'rst week it.was available. :f̂ || ,There are lawyers and citizens continuing |0 pl ir sUe, j a n y of the reports done 20,30 and 40 yipars ago about^ Ithe asbestos problem at Graced Libby operations.9 ^That's not an excuse, j u s t a reality. { .», s;,My concerns today are not what hapjperied tfecause I"don't f e e l we accompli sh much by po int ing f ingers of|f blame when our resources need to be aimed at f i n d i n gs o lu t ions for the now and the future.• ., . ;I am concerned about the report's repeated referencethat barriers continue to exist today that a f f e c t EPA'sactions.. ; W h i l e I don' t believe the EPA's ongoing actions andResearch on Libby will fall into the same cracks, I am*W|i0erried^bput competing ^interests and p o l i t i c a l moti-J a t j p n s pushing our problems into a dariiait)i:qiiiet ; cor-ner. - Roger Morris
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EPA f i l e s suit against Grace to recover cleanup costs
T h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n

A g e n c y i s s e e k i n g p a y m e n t f r o mW.R. Grace for the cost of investiga-t ion and c l eanup in Libby in a suit
f i l e d i n f e d e r a l d i s t r i c t court i nMissoula on March 30, to cover over$10 mil l ion. A l s o the lawsuit asks the
court for a dec laratory j u d g m e n t for
any fu ture costs expended by EPA infur ther inves t igations and c leanup asa result o f Grace' s former vermiculitemine, proces s ing plant and s h i p p i n garea near Libby."Our p r i o r i t y is to c lean up theasbestos contamination that is endan-gering the p u b l i c health and environ-
ment in Libby," said Paul Peronard,E P A ' s on-scene c o o r d i n a t o r . T h egoal of this action is to ensure thatW.R. Grace, which caused the conta-

mination, wi l l pay to clean it up - notthe taxpayers."The compla in t names W.R. Gracein Delaware , W.R. Grace Conn in
C o n n e c t i c u t a n d K o o t e n a iDevelopment Company in Montana.W.R. Grace owned and operated themine and proce s s ing f a c i l i t i e s whichcaused the asbestos contamination ina n d around L i b b y . K o o t e n a iDevelopment Company is the currentowner of the mine and part of a for-mer pro c e s s ing f a c i l i t y .EPA w i l l pursue its cost recoverycase in f e d e r a l d i s t r i c t court d e s p i t eW.R. G r a c e ' s recent b a n k r u p t c y p e t i -tion. EPA wil l seek c o l l e c t i o n of any
j u d g m e n t t h r o u g h t h e b a n k r u p t c ycourt.E P A ' s cost recovery lawsuit w a s

f i l e d shortly a f t e r the Montana f ed er-al court o r d e r e d Grace to p r o v i d eaccess to the f ormer mine s i t e andtwo other proper t i e s in Libby to con-duct c l eanup actions. T h o s e c l e a n u pactions wi l l begin this spring.The proper ty became contaminatedwith asbestos over a 70-year periodas vermiculite, used in home insula-t i on and other p r o d u c t s , was minedf r o m the m o u n t a i n o u s area andprocessed in and around Libby. Thevermicul i t e ore was commingled withasbestos. Mining began at the site inabout 1919 and continued until 1990,when G r a c e shut down the mine .Grace owned the property from 1963
u n t i l t h e e a r l y 1990 ' s , when i t s o ldthe reclaimed mine and two process-ing p l a n t s to K.DC and other entities.

B e g i n n i n g i n N o v e m b e r 1999,EPA and its c o n t r a c t o r s have con-
ducted numerous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s intoa s b e s t o s c o n t a m i n a t i o n at severall o c a t i o n s in Libby, i d e n t i f y i n g conta-m i n a t i o n at two f o r m e r p r o c e s s i n g
p l a n t s with asbestos concentrat ions ashigh as 12 percent by weight. An ini-t ia l inve s t igat ion of the f ormer mines h o w e d h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o fasbestos in the t a i l i n g s p i l e and ta i l -ings pond.

E P A h a s a l s o i d e n t i f i e d t h e d i r t
road to the mine as a po t en t ia l heal tht hr ea t and w i l l a d d r e s s it th i s sum-mer. O n g o i n g s a m p l i n g a t L i b b y
homes and in school yards is expec t-ed to reveal more i n f o r m a t i o n on cur-rent l ev e l s of asbestos contamination
and the hea l th threat it may pose.



^ A S K E P A ! !
*•* I Questions and Answers„**?* about A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n

Q: Has the Communi ty A d v i s o r y G r o u p meet ings ch edu l e been changed?
A: The next mee t ing is th i s T h u r s d a y ! A p r i l 5 f r o m 7:00 p.m. to9:00 p.m. The meet ing wi l l be held in the Little T h e a t r e in theL i b b y S c h o o l s Central A d m i n i s t r a t i o n B u i l d i n g at 724 Loui s ianaAve.

The CAG dec ided to meet one week early so that they couldd e v e l o p a l i s t of messages for S e n a t o r Max Baucus when he is intown the week of A p r i l 9.
In the f u t u r e , the regular CAG meet ings w i l l continue to be in thePonderosa Room at the Libby C i t y Hall f r o m 7:00 p.m. to 9:00p.m. on the 2nd and 4th Thur sday s of each month.
Please attend the meetings to get i n f o r m a t i o n and shareinformat ion about:vermicul i t e and asbestos;s a m p l i n g and other EPA a c t i v i t i e s in L i b b y ;medical screening and other ATSDR ac t iv i t i e s in L i b b y ;long term heal th care p lans being d e v e l o p e d ;f u n d i n g issues; and other t o p i c s

For more i n f o r m a t i o n cal l:
W e n d y J & o a J s j y ^ Q f i g f f i B ^ ^at 406-441-1150, X241



C A R P E N T E R S :
FREE

A S B E S T O S A W A R E N E S S C L A S S
I I Y O U A R E E N G A G E D I N R E M O D E L I N G H O M E S I N

I I I E L I B B Y A R E A Y O U C O U L D B E A T R I S K ! L E A R N
MORE A B O U T T H E H E A L T H A N D S A F E T Y I S S U E S

Y O U M I G H T F A C E W H E N E X P O S E D T O A S B E S T O S
F I B E R S B Y A T T E N D I N G T H I S F R E E C L A S S :

• D A T E : W E D N E S D A Y , A P R I L 1 1 , 2001
• TIME: 5:00 TO 9:00 PM
• L O C A T I O N : V E N T U R E M O T O R I N N , L I B B Y , M T
• P L E A S E C A L L 1-888-836-4441 A N D L E A V E Y O U R N A M E ,

A D D R E S S A N D P H O N E N U M B E R T O R E S E R V E Y O U R S P O T
• M A N U A L S A N D R E F R E S H M E N T S W I L L B E P R O V I D E D

I l i f ( a r p c n t e r s U n i o n i s concerned w i t h S a f e t y and H e a l t h I s s u e s and how those
i s s u e s a f l e e t a l l c arp en t e r s , w i t h o u t regard t o m e m b e r s h i p ( in t h e union). P o s s i b l e
a s b e s t o s c o n t a m i n a t i o n o f v e r m i c u l a t e a t t i c i n s u l a t i o n creates a p o t e n t i a l h ea l th
r i s k f or c a r p e n t e r s engaged in r e m o d e l i n g work. M e r e l y s t e p p i n g in th i s type o f
i n s u l a t i o n can kick up dus t which when i n h a l e d may cause severe h e a l t hp r o b l e m s . The C a r p e n t e r s U n i o n be l i eve s that i t i s i m p o r t a n t to carpenters and
t h e i r f a m i l i e s to have a good u n d e r s t a n d i n g of what the p o t e n t i a l h ea l th risks
max be and how to avoid those risks. T h a t is why we are i n v i t i n g all carpenters to
a t t e n d an A s b e s t o s Awarenes s C l a s s d e v e l o p e d and pr e s en t ed by the U n i t e d
I t r o t h e r h o o d o f Carpen t e r s H e a l t h a n d S a f e t y F u n d o f N o r t h America. T h e r e i s
no c h a r g e for t h i s c la s s and there w i l l be t ime set as ide for d i s cu s s i on of the issues
\ \ i i h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m th e U n i o n and th e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n Agency.

Sponsored b\~:
I I I I : P A C I F I C N O R T H W E S T R E G I O N A L C O U N C I L O F C A R P E N T E R S

F O R 821. H E L E N A . M O N T A N A



Sno-kats C l u b meetson T u e s d a y , April 3
The L i n c o l n County Sno-kats Club has scheduled ameeting for 7:30 p.m. Tuesday,

A p r i l 3, to discuss acquiring a
shed for the grooming
machine. The meeting is to be
at Dream Marine, north of
Libby on Montana H i g h w a y
3.7' For more in format ion , call
Dream Marine at 293-8142.
Ladies A u x i l i a r yto elect o f f i c e r s

T h e Libby V F W Ladi e s '
Auxi l iary w i l l meet
Wednesday, A p r i l 4, at 8 p.m.to elect new o f f i c e r s .The District 1 meeting wil lbe at VFW Post 1548 onSaturday and Sunday, Apri l 7-
«•
GED te s t ing p l a n n e d^ on T h u r s d a y , April 5

[ i^ The next testing for the gen-i eral equivalency d i p l o m a at; y> Lincoln County Campus is^ scheduled for Thursday, April
, V 5, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in
: j Room 116 at the c o l l e g e .
I Photo i d e n t i f i c a t i o n is
i required for par t i c ipa t ing .Seating is l i m i t e d , so anyone• wanting to par t i c ipa t e shouldcall Andrea H u i s e n t r u i t at 293-

2721 L _ ^————^-vx-^,
CAG meets T h u r s d a yin Little T h e a t e r at 7

The Community Advi sory
Group on asbestos related
issues w i l l meet T h u r s d a y ,
A p r i l 5, in the L i t t l e T h e a t e r inthe school administrationbuilding.The meeting is f r om 7-9
p.m.For more informat ion ca l l
the i£PA I n f o r m a t i o n Center at
293-6194.



Grace f i l e s bankruptcy
Company secures bankruptcy court permission
continue fund ing Libby medical needs, hospital

t though f i l i n g f o r Chapter I I reorganizationday under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code, W.R.Grace secured court permission allowing them tocontinue honoring commitments to the Libbycommunity."It is the highest priority," saidAlan Stringer, Grace's local repre-sentative, shortly a f t e r the Maryland-based corporation announced it hadf i l e d for reorganization in response toincreasing number of asbestos claims.The bankruptcy court approved the c o m p a n y ' srequest on Monday afternoon."We are very pleased that the j u d g e approvedour medical program," Stringer said. "We will

continue to o f f e r benefi t s to those alreadyenrolled in the program as well as those who willneed it in the future."To date, Grace has enrolled 166 people in themedical expense program and donat-ed $652,000 to the Center forAsbestos-Related Disease in theform of two annual donations of$250,000 plus a $152,000 contribu-tion to help with infrastructure

EPA f i l e s suitto recovercleanup costsSee Page 6
needs.The health expense coverage has been provid-ed for Grace's former vermiculite mine

See Bankruptcy on Page 6



Wednesday, Apri l 4, 2001
Bankruptcy—
Continued f rom Page 1employees and.Libby area resi-dents diagnosed with anasbestos-related disease as aresult of exposure to asbestos-tainted vermicul i t e .Stringer said Monday that therequest to the bankruptcy courtwas seen as a "top priority.""We also expect to be able tocontinue our annual $250,000donation t o St . John' s LutheranH o s p i t a l to d e f r a y operatingcosts at CARD," Stringer said."It ' s important that Libby havea local health care f a c i l i t y whereasbestos-related conditions canbe treated and monitored."The bankruptcy f i l i n g wasmade in the U.S. BankruptcyCourt in Wilmington, Del., andwill allow the company to con-tinue to operate its businessesbut under court protec t ion f romits creditors and claimants. Thereorganization wi l l a l low thecompany to develop and imple-ment a plan for address ing theasbestos-related claims againstit. To date, 325,000 asbestos
personal in jury claims havebeen f i l e d against Grace, up 81percent from the previous year.It has already paid $1.9 b i l l i onto manage and resolve asbestos-related litigation.The asbestos l iab i l i t i e s large-ly stem from commercially pur-chased asbestos added to someof its f ire protection products.The company s topped addingasbestos to products in 1973.Just over 100 lawsuits arepending against Grace fromLibby area residents or formerresidents who worked at thevermiculite mine or had f a m i l ymembers who worked there. Asof & year ago, Grace had paidout $15.6 mil l ion in 64 casesinvolving the Libby mine for an

average settlement of $244,000.Grace o f f i c i a l s , in announc-ing the Chapter 11 f i l i n g , saidthat state court systems for deal-ing with asbestos claims arebroken. They said the surge inasbestos f i l i n g s was due to"unmeritorious claims.""Until recently, Grace wasable to settle claims throughdirect negotiations," said Gracechairman and CEO Paul Nonas."The f i l i n g s of claims had stabi-l ized, and annual ash f l o w swere manageable and fa ir ly pre-dictable. In 2000, the l i t igationenvironment changed with anunexpected 81 percent increasein claims, which we believe isdue to a surge in unmeritoriousclaims."Stringer said the reorganiza-tion wil l probably be a 3-5 yearprocess and probab ly set t le-ments on new lawsuits will bepaid out of a trust established bythe bankruptcy court."We're s t i l l a very strongcompany and we need to moveforward," Str inger said. "Weneeded to f ind a way to addressvalid claims."Also in Libby, Grace isinvolved in environmentalc l eanup o f vermiculite l e f tbehind from its mining and milloperat ions , which ceased in
1990.Springer said the companyremains committed to itscleanup responsibilities.F i v e other major companiesinvolved in asbestos-related liti-gation have voluntarily f i l e d forChapter 11 under the U.S.Bankruptcy Code since Jan. 1,2000, bringing the total to 26companies since 1982. Recentf i l i n g s have come fromBabcock & Wilcox, Pittsburgh-Corning, Owens Corning,Armstrong and GAP.



Elec ted o f f i c i a l s react
Elected o f f i c i a l s at the state and f edera l level are express-ing concerns for the Libby community on the heels of W.R.Grace's announcement it had f i l e d for bankruptcy.Stat e Sen. Bill Crismore, R-Libby, said he and Gov. JudyMartz had talked to Grace o f f i c i a l s and f e l t confident thatthe company would honor its commitments to Libby.However, both Crismore and Martz would be writing letters

to the bankruptcy court encouraging the j u d g e to allowGrace to f o l l o w through on the commitments.Crismore also said he was continuing to usher forward abi l l establishing an "asbestos court" in Montana to hear thebacklog of cases stemming from Grace's Libby operations.The existing district court system was only capable of han-d l i n g an average of three cases a year.
See Reaction on Page 6
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Continued from Page 1U.S. Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., said Grace needs to beheld accountable for its actionsto the p e o p l e of Libby."Grace's obl igation to the peo-ple of Libby did not end withi t ' s bankruptcy f i l i n g today,"Baucus said. " I ' m concernedthat W.R. Grace has chosen tof i l e bankruptcy without o f f e r -ing-fc-ckariy draws-:plaa^$9~address its ob l igat ions to thehundreds of sick f o l k s in
Libby."The senator acknowledge sthat Grace has helped the local
hospi tal treat r e s ident s whod o n ' t have adequate medicalcoverage and instituted a med-ical plan to h e l p residents who
are sick."And Grace has t o ld me theyintend to continue to h e l p thesepeople," Baucus cont inued.
"That is a good start."He said he w i l l continue
working with Montana Gov.J u d y Martz, U . S . Sen. Conrad
Burns, U . S . Rep. DennyRehberg and local governmentand federal agencies to h e l p***-" ~\

residents of Libby and LincolnCounty receive the he lp neededto make their homes and com-
munity safe.' • A n d now, more than ever, I .will work with the Montanacongressional delegation to doeverything to ensure that thea p p r o p r i a t e f e d e r a l agenciesget the funding they need tocontinue working to he lp LibbyL:Q3L,health,"««=.=•>. t̂ . -Baucus said.

U.S. Rep. Denny Rehbergcalled a meeting of the state'scongressional delegation and arepresentative of W.R. Grace to*discuss the e f f e c t of the compa-n y ' s bankruptcy f i l i n g o nLibby. The meeting was sched-uled for Tuesday in R e h b e r g ' s
Washington, D.C., o f f i c e ."This wi l l give us a chanceto ask questions and hearstraight talk from the sourceabout what ' s going on,"
Rehberg said.The freshman representativesaid he was not surprised tohear of the bankruptcy f i l i n gbut hopes that Grace will pro-vide for the health care needsof the c o m m u n i t y ' s residents

a f f e c t e d by asbestos.



IVt*13

No surprises
W.R. Grace's bankruptcy announcement comes asno surprise. Like other corporations that marketedf i r e p r o o f products before the early 1970s, Grace isteetering under the weight of lawsuit f i l i n g s . jCourt cases stemming from its former Libby vermi-cul i t e mine are a drop in the bucket for now. Thatcould change in the future as more and more investi-gations are undertaken into former vermiculite pro-cessing p lant s and insulation in s ta l la t i on .The bottom line is Libby is a small part of Grace's \legal problems but with great potential to become abigger woe.Considering that, we're fortunate that the companyhas secured the bankruptcy court's permission to con-tinue the medical p lan and its annual contributions tothe hospital.The down side is there may be severe limitationsput on the c o m p a n y ' s contributions for other needs. Ithink in the back of many people's minds was thethought Grace would fund the proposed medical trustand h e l p pay for other infrastructure and service needsthat are expected to evolve. Perhaps even providesome economic development assistance.We may have to stand in line, depending on the casethat might be made before the bankruptcy court.
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JJfc VV*A •»£ p»e>.-:^^.of al legations obscuring tr t f f l
By Donna Berget "

As a member of this community 1 f e e l I
must respond to the remarks being made by a
c o u p l e of members of P r o j e c t 56. Mr. D.C.
Orr and Mr. Ken S h o r t have t eamed up to
wage a personal attack on Mayor Tony

« Bergekand have been a t t e m p t i n g to bury him
i .in a cloud of a l l e g a t i o n s , which in c lud e cor-

rupt ion and fraud against the p e o p l e of Libby.
Since you are both so much in favor of

"free speech" I am sure you w i l l suppor t my
. d e c i s i on to o p e n l y examine some issues^ •

have with you and Project 56.
• " First up, I do not agree with Ken S h o r t that

our local n e w s p a p e r or our l o c a l rad io s ta t i on
have been report ing on the i s sue s s u r r o u n d i n g
our mayor f a i r l y . They may be mos t ly accu-
rate, bu t ' f rom my side o f th e f e n c e th ing s
appear a bit biased. One e x a m p l e is reporter
Brent Shrum's artic le on the March 5 city

. council meeting. There was no mention of the
' - fa c t that both Mayor Berget and city attorney

S c o t t - S p e n c e r t o l d D.C. that if he has proo f ,
> ! ' ' o r a s D.C. puts i t "tangible ev idence; ' that
'"•?- Tony has done something illegal'it is his civil
r' duty to bring that i n f o r m a t i o n to the county

So I ask D.C. why has he not done this? If
' ' y o u have a l l this evidence, turn h i m i n . Quit

b i n d i n g up the city council m e e t i n g s , rehash-
ing the same issues.over and over.'

^This b-ringst rne to my next issue: W. R.
Grace^relpcatiqn of M i l l w o r k West .D.C."

; Of f a j iS'Keh Shor t have r ep ea t ed ly accused
•- T o n y S o f a c c e p t i n g $400,000 in some "secret*

deaf i^compromis ing the rights of the peopte.v
!. The next part is what really gets me, several V
. pro f e s s i ona l o f f i c i a l s in our community haver.; d e t a i l e d tne sequence of events dealing with., ,-
• the relocation.of MiUwork West It i s & U o n

' pape f^anq documented,- and" available to B.C.
; QrrvW^Jf^Grace.paid for the m a t e r i a l s ' l o -

' . bu i ld t w o ' m e t a l i ' u i i d i n g s on t h e p ' r b p e t
*•> fi^fr- ^ '• •> f - : f'/:j a i d j t o have a Tire hydrant

nstailed as is r e a j j i r p d by the f i r e marshal.

t e n d e n t , the county commiss ioner and the ci ty
b u i l d i n g inspector. 1 am amazed by your tal-
ents. I take it you have degrees in and are cer-
t i f i ed in a l l these areas? T h a t would e x p l a i n
why you seem to know as much about it as
they do. It is also very amusing to me that
you f e e l T o n y is capable of coercing these
i n d i v i d u a l s for his own personal gain. I can't
h e l p but envision Tony as some m a f i a mob
boss d i c t a t i n g orders and having these p e o p l e
do his beck and call. It is rather r id i culous
d o n ' t y o u think?, • : , ;You keep sugge s t ing T o n y and hi s f a m i l y
have received $400,000 from W.R. Grace..
S i n c e all the Bergets are a c t u a l l y rece iving is
the s m a l l e r metal b u i l d i n g , one would assume
you think it is worth $400,000? That must be
one heck of a b u i l d i n g . I t e l l you what, if you
h o n e s t l y think that b u i l d i n g is worth that
much I bet the Bergets would sell it to you for
h a l f that amount. S o u n d s l ike a great deal to
me. Maybe you could also respond as to how
you think these two b u i l d i n g s , being located
anywhere else you would choose to put them,
would so greatly "benefit" the people o f : :Libby? Please be sp e c i f i c so no misunder-
s tandings arise. 1 have had enough of those.

D.C. Orr has c h a l l e n g e d the city council to
prove him wrong on his a l l ega t i on s toward
the mayor. In my op in ion they have. It is al so
my o p i n i o n that D.C. Orr, Ken Short and the
members of Projec t 56 have an agenda-
C o n s p i r i n g together in the character assassi-
nation of Mayor T o n y Berget, b l a t a n t l y ignor-
ing the f a c t s , hearing only what they want to)
hear, in order to propagate doubt among the';
citizens of th'a community. W e l l ; there are>• ?
t w o s i d e s f e e V e r ^ - s t o g f ^ . 1 ' ' : ; ^ ^ ' " ' / * : ' ^ ^ " ' ' : , v ' • '

This brings me to my last issue: Project 56.
I wonder if t h j e .p eop l e of Libby remember-a-,;:.
rally that was going to take place in our coni-
munity? A? I recall, some members of Project
56 invited some/oiks to town to discuss some..'
i s sues pertaining" to our government ,Thesei|,V;"j "
members of Project 56 approached the Berget; •-
f a m i l y to have their ra l ly o r i o u r ' p r o p e r t y s . The.,
Bergets turned them down r^ecausejrie^^aj^iT?
not suppor t the vfevvs of this group^noifd^/i^y
they want to be associated with or responsible^;;
for anything pertaining to t h j S ' g r o u | f e i i : ' « " \ * ? . ; - r

Bingo! The beginning ""*"'..Project :56 againstLibby and Maybj
^ o i 3 i t a * ; ^ 6 B f e £ ' f e ^ E : i r S f # j - ' , - . ' i S 6 \ ; . S S f a > : - i $ l f : '

'•'••K^--!*?-*?* y ' ^ J - Y . ^ ^, other people p;

i n Libby a n d Lincoln County. ; '
Anoth er item on their agenda is to buy our

l o c a l n e w s p a p e r and radio station. I wonder/
what cou ld they p o s s i b l y want with those? j

1 guarantee their views of the Cathol ic
Church and organized religion in general &~,
would get the attention of many individualsm
o u r community: ; " ' " ' ' *

Gun control is another hot topic with
Project 56. In the back of The Western "
in the c l a s s i f i e d ads 1 h a v e ' b e e n noticL
f o l l o w i n g t i d b i t s : "Those who trade l iber ty'-
for security have neither." "Gun control is opt-
about guns, it is about control of the peopled"
"When you remove the right of p e o p j e t o f c e j u :
arms you create slaves." "A gun in the hand'
is bet ter than a cop on the phone." "An armed
man is a citizen, an unarmed man is a sub-j e c t . " . . • ; . . : . ; , , ; . ; .My take on these statements is that Project
56 believes that if you own a gun you have ;more control over those who don'X You,ba>;e
more l ibert i e s , more security, more rights,;^ i
more ju s t i c e , and you are m o r j ^ o f a citizen,'/
then those who may crK)6se"i^jfe9.p.was^i^L.. j
I always thought owning a gun was a choice^ ]
And whether you own one, and I d o n ' t , - i s ^ j
irrelevant. My rights, are s t i l l the same as"1-•' '
yours. • - !

But using a gun as a thing of in t imida t i on ,
in my op in ion , leaves your rights null and; |
void. I would also wager a bet that the majdP'
i ty of p e o p l e in L i n c o l n County o w n a g d S t o f
one sort or another. Most, quite responsibly I/
as wel., So who are you trying to c o n v i n c e ^ ' ,about their right to bear anns&^Vi*-,: T*'W^?t :

If 1 were to take a good long look at Tpti|'
Berget and make a list of all the good tromj^!.
he has done and is in the process of d o i n g ' r a f
this community, \ would be a tongilist,^!^,
were to take a gopd lor^ loot at D.C.QfT a^
a l l o f t h e m e m b e t r s o f P r o j e c t 5 6 a n d i * " ' " " ' ' '
list of all the pos i t ive things they have d
for Libby, I am not so sure I would <
a li s t . So h e l p me out, can anyone i
with some pos i t ive contributions this gnai^o,s made? ;i-i; a-I would hope the p eop l e t> f Obby art^sni f l t f
enough to see D.C. Orr's and Project "$&s;,,
attack on T o n y for what "it really is. Noow^wi,

'is' p er f e c t , I am sure Tony would be one of thef i r s t to admit it When you are in public o f f i c e
'Jyou do your best to take care : of , eve t5««ie ' sy!i
needs in the community. Unfartunateb f^eoaf-
cannot please everyone aH of the time.

Hjti:i won&f e how rriany people in our ues, and having a sense of conscience IliLi-^.-tiLia'—.-^-^rii.-- -~^ |̂if,(^ r; pit TTony;Berget against: 6negoa l o f • merribierS of e f f e c t 56 anytime,
as pos- As you said y*kelected into public o f f i c e by i t s e l f .



To the Edi tor
M i l l w o r k West and asbestos issues e x p l o d e d by pres s
To the Editor:Concerning the controversiesof late about where Mil lwork
West should have moved as wellas the asbestos health problem,now with more s u f f e r i n g tocome. I believe the whole thinghas been blown out of proportionby the press and our governmentbureaucracy and the sad part iswhen the attorneys are finishedthey will be the only winners.W i t h all of the above, and theother problems Libby is facing, Ithought it might be a good timeto ref lect on some of the goodthings we have in our little com-munity and for which we have somuch to be thankful for.I cannot think of a better wayto express how we fee l about thiscommunity than to reprint thef o l l o w i n g letter I wrote to the ed-itor in November 1999. The onlyd i f f e r en c e is we have been herenearly four years now and lovethe area and its p e op l e more eachday."I have been thinking aboutwriting a l e t t er to the editor forover two years. We arrived in

this last best place - beautifuland gracious Libby, Montana -two and a half years ago.We had sold our home andranch and traveled fu l l - t ime inour motorhome for a year and ah a l f , met a lot of nice people ,covered 38 states and easternCanada and came to Libby tomeet a couple we had met in ourtravels who spend the summershere. We stayed at Libby DamRV Park and almost from thef irs t day, and more each trip into

Libby along the beautiful Koote-nai River and looking at the Cab-inet mountains, we fell in lovewith Libby: Even more impor-tantly than the plush mountain-sides and beautiful rivers andlakes, are the f r i e n d l y , genuinepeop l e we have met.This is truly one of the lastbest places, Libby has it all -
everything anyone could everwish for.The response to the GreenMeadow tragedy is a perfec t ex-

ample of the genuineness of the^people of Libby. We took a loadof clothes to the church threedays a f t e r the f ire and they al- ,ready had more than they needed.Living here and being a part pfLibby, Montana, is truly a dreamcome true. We are so grate fu l weare able to spend our golden 'years in our community. I say •"our" because in our two and ahal f years here you have made usf e e l a part of it.
Garman Guthrie

' C o m m u n i t y rage' overshadowing good work
To the Editor:"Road Rage" seems to havedeveloped into "CommunityRage." The contentious Lettersto the Editor and the vitriolicaccusations directed at o f f i c i a l sand other hard-working individ-uals on various boards and com-mittees continue to amaze us.Those individuals d idn ' t g e twhere they are because theyexpected financial rewards, butbecause they are concerned that

our community be a better placeJn which to live.It is time for some praise forall the hard-working people whogive generously of their time tothe betterment of our childrenand our community. We are wellinto retirement now but canremember our "Tired Thirties"when our children were small,and the "Frantic Forties" whenwe were kept running, haulingchildren or attending their school

or sports events, all the time par-ticipating in the various commii-nity or church organizations "which provided those opportuni-ties.There are too many groups ,working to improve Libby to .mention but we thank thosehard-working peopl e wherever,they may be. We know you gettired, but keep up the good ;work! Kenneth and Kitty Baeth



Grace makes another donat ion to ho sp i ta l
W.R. G r a c e p r e s e n t e d a checkThursday f o r $250,000 t o S t . J o h n ' sLutheran H o s p i t a l , the third donationto the hospital.Last year, shortly a f t e r news reportsid en t i f i ed widespread problems relatedto Grace's former mine operation, thecompany made a pledge to ensure thatthe community has resources to h e lpL i b b y r e s i d e n t s d i a g n o s e d w i t hasbestos-related illness.The hospital used last year's dona-t i o n , made i n l a t e F e b r u a r y , f o r$250,000, to open the C e n t e r forAsbe s t o s -Rela t ed Disease and o f f s e t

operating costs. In April 2000, Gracedonated another $152,000 for capitalexpenditures associated with openingCARD."A l i t t l e more than a year ago wemade a commitment to the people ofthis community and i t ' s one that weare glad to keep, irrespective of thecr i t i c i sms we have received," saidAlan Stringer, G r a c e ' s representativein Libby. "We continue to f e e l that i t ' simportant for Libby to have a localheal th care f a c i l i t y where asbestos-related conditions can be treated andmonitored."

In a d d i t i o n to the ho sp i ta l dona-tions. Grace created a medical expenseprogram for current and former resi-dents of Libby who have asbestos-related conditions. The medical pro-gram is s t i l l taking applications; 147peop l e have enrolled thus far.Grace operated a vermiculite minenear Libby for nearly 30 years beforeshutting down operations in 1990. Thev e r m i c u l i t e i s c on tamina t ed w i t ht r e m o l i t e asbestos, which has beenlinked to the deaths of more than 100area residents and the illness of severalhundred more people.



J o b s are most important issue
To the Editor:The past several months all wehear or read about is raising taxes,asbestos, suing W.R. Grace.Yes, we have problems in ourcommunity. The largest is unemploy-ment. There are no j o b s for peopl ehere. It seems our officials do notwant us to prosper.D.C. Orr mentioned a 3 percenttax increase in the paper March 7. Noone here working for minimum wagecan a f f o r d that. Many of us wouldlose our homes and all we haveworked for.Our l ogg ing has been all but shutdown and now the mine that wouldbe open for 27'/j years may not open,due to the grizzly and f i sh .

S m a l l business is closing. Nomoney to h e l p support them.Unemployment and we l far e are high.The grizzly and f i s h may have topay our taxes, mortgage payments,rising u t i l i t i e s , f ood , c lo thing expens-es, not to mention medical that diemajor i ty has to pay out of pocket.Put Libby back to work. Give newf a m i l i e s a reason for l iving here.If 2 out of 10 people were takenoff of unemployment and we l fare ,what a d i f f e r e n c e to our communityand economy.How can it be that the grizzly andf i s h come before the we l fare of ourcommunity?Put our p e o p l e back to work.Ruby Prentice

Cleanup needed of asbestos rhetoric
To the Editor:On the Libby asbestosis issue Ihave f i n a l l y come across someonewho espouses common sense,Montana Senator Bill Crismore.Common sense isn't common any-more.I propose that the EPA declare anew hazardous waste site to clean upthe toxic waste emanating from theagenda of Gay la Benefie ld, DonWilkins and the local EPA represen-tative Paul Peronard.Come to think of it, that just might

be "mission impossible." John BeebeP.S. The using of children to makethe point verges on child abuse. It isintolerable! -Teddys Beebe



6 - T h e W e s t e r n N e w s , L i b b y . MT.. W e d n e s d a y . March 14. 2001A s b e s t o s court b i l l moves ahead
B y J IS p e c i a l

A b i l l to creaa s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d p a w s u i t s got a posi-
t ive r e c e p t i o n i r jhearing on T h u i

S e n a t e B i l lS e n . B i l l C r i s ih e a d i n g into th
l e g i s l a t i v e p r omously a p p r o v a l

B M A N N(o the N e w sa s p e c i a l court for
|a H o u s e c ommit t e e
;day, March 8.ua^; ivu i i . i l o.

8 2 l f t s p - O H S b r e d by
• i i * i ' i • .UUIH^ •*|bby, isof theunani-

. . . — — . j _ r r..._ , l a t e , andno one s p o k e in o p p o s i t i o n to itb e f o r e t h e H o u s e J u d i c i a r y
Commit t ee .The committee heard strong sup-
port for crea t ing a t e m p o r a r y courtto h a n d l e more t h a n 80 p e n d i n gl a w s u i t s , a n d p o t e n t i a l l y many
more, against W.R. Grace, the com-
pany that ran the L i b b y vermicul i t e
mine until 1990."This is a human story," LincolnC o u n t y D i s t r i c t J u d g e M i c h a e lP r e z e a u t o l d t h e c o m m i t t e e . " I t ' snot j u s t a court p r o b l e m where we
are saying, 'What are we going tod o with a l l these f i l e s w i th a l l ' t h e s ep e o p l e ' s names o n t h e m . ' "

Prezeau sa id when he t o o k the
bench s i x y ear s a g o , t h e r e were
three cases b e f o r e him. S i n c e t h e n ,
158 l a w s u i t s have been f i l e d in his
court, and 83 are s t i l l p e n d i n g ." E i g h t y - t h r e e cases i s n o t h i n g
really," h e said. "But i t ' s t h e natureof the cases tha t cau s e s the p r o b -
lem." . *-»•.T h e cases a r e o f t e n i n t r i c a t e ' a n d
c o m p l i c a t e d . I f they d o n ' t ^ T S t f e t imefroni routine court cases, then th ey
a r e c o m p e t i n g f o r a d e q u a t e a t t e n -
tion in his court.S i n c e recent t e s t i n g h a s shown
high numbers o f p o t e n t i a l asbestos-
r e l a t e d i l l n e s s e s , Prezeau sa id , he isconcerned that the current case loadis j u s t "the tip of the l i t i g a t i o n ice-
berg." - . ..:.y x;. . .« C o n t i n u i n g news c ov erage ofasbe s to s i s cases in Libby has creat-
ed another p r o b l e m for the court,
Prezeau said: "Our a b i l i t y to everp i c k a j u r y f r o m L i n c o l n C o u n t y i s
very d o u b t f u l . "The new court wou ld p r o b a b l y be
located in the F e d e r a l C o u r t h o u s e in

M i s s o u l a ." T h i s p u t s a tremendous s train or
t h e j u r y p o o l wherever i t i s , 'P r e z e a u s a i d . " I f a - c o u r t r o o io p e n e d u p i n H e l e n a , t h e j u d g e ,
might hold a trial here." „ . - , • • • ' .A j u d g e pro-tempore would prob-ab ly p r e s i d e over the court. So far,the p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d have agreed
t h a t J o h n Chr i s t en s en , a r e t i r edj u d g e f r o m F e r g u s County, wouldbe a p e r f e c t a p p o i n t m e n t , saidS u p r e m e Court J u s t i c e J i m Regnier.R e g n i e r t e s t i f i e d t h a t t h e L i b b y ^court is in an "untenable" p o s i t i o nfor h a n d l i n g asbestos lawsuits. '"We on the court are very con-cerned about access to justice," he
said. •A T r o y r e s i d e n t whose entiref a m i l y has been a f f e c t e d bya s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d i f i n e s s e s urgedlawmakers to support the new court.'"You w i l l h e l p to give us pur -day.;in court in a f a i r and t ime ly manV:'
ner," said Robbin Redmari.Don J u d g e , o f the Montana AFL-C I O , c a l l e d L i b b y " A m e r i c a ' sC h e r n o b y l " because of the wide-spread e f f e c t of asbestos contamina-
tion.Of the last f i v e union pr e s id en t swho worked at the mine, two have.di ed , two have been diagnosed andone may be d i a g n o s e d with anasbe s t o s -re la t ed illness, he said. • -A s k e d w h y W . J t . G r a c e ' s l egalteam supports a measure that woulde x p e d i t e lawsu i t s against the com-pany, Cri smore said he thinks thec o m p a n y considers it "the r ightt h t n j j t o d o r ' i ,'But Prezeau o f f e r e d a more utili-tar ian e x p l a n a t i o n : "The SupremeCourt of Montana thinks this b agood idea. Of course, they don ' twant to run afoul of the Supreme'
Court." "•'".":'.The real cha l l enge to C r i s m o i e ' sb i l l is how the Legis lature wiU fund
i t . ' " " ' • ' • • • ' •:v.Vt*~-The court will cost $270i?94-in.2002 and $266^94 in 2003, and sofar, the only source ttf the funding isthe squea^-tiffhfcizenerat&lid: 1^^

-̂that lawmakers wi f i f ind t f j f c
Jim Mann,



Ques t i on s and Answersabout A s b e s t o s a n d E P A ' s I n v e s t i g a t i o n
Q : I s there a n y merit t o G r a c e ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e sayingthe m e d i c a l s c r e en ing i s f l a w e d and inconc lu s ive??
A: W.R. Grace ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e in L i b b y has p o i n t e d ou t several issues relatedrtoA T S D R ' S s c r e e n i n g o f L i b b y r e s i d e n t s t h a t Grac e f e e l s i n v a l i d a t e t h e sttgly.ATSDR and EPA would l i k e to make several p o i n t s in response. > . M ; . M i j ; .

ATSDR c l e a r l y s tated in the February 22nd Communi ty Advisory Group ; ,M e e t i n g tha t th e r e s u l t s o f th e s c r e en ing are p r e l i m i n a r y , ATSDR has noty<Etr e p o r t e d on all the screening re sul t s .
The r e s u l t s t ha t were pr e s en t ed w i l l not change. W h a t may change is-the]*o v e r a l l p e r c e n t a g e o f p e o p l e s howing a b n o r m a l i t i e s on t h e i r x-rays. In otherwords , if the rest of the r e s u l t s show few or no a b n o r m a l i t i e s in the x-ra j f t s , "then th e p e r c e n t a g e o f p e o p l e s howing a b n o r m a l i t i e s wou ld decrease.
The use of o b l i q u e x-rays is an a d d i t i o n a l t o o l to get a c o m p l e t e p i c tur e of thel u n g s . T h e y ar e i m p o r t a n t in p r o v i d i n g a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e f r o n t - a n d jback x-rays.

V
The f a c t t ha t the B-readers are n a t i o n a l l y r e cogniz ed e x p e r t s in asbestos-r e l a t e d c o n d i t i o n s is a b e n e f i t to the s t u d y , not a l i a b i l i t y as Grace hass u g g e s t e d . T h e s e med i ca l p r o f e s s i o n a l s have n o t h i n g t o gain by repor t ingp o t e n t i a l i l l n e s s e s when in f a c t there i s no evidence of i l l n e s s .
I n t e r v i e w s were very complete^ In f a c t , the in t erv i ews d id a sk about ofasr ; ,e xpo sure to c h r y s o t i l e asbe s to s f r om con s t ruc t i on or m a n u f a c t u r i n g jobi|8iat;-V;_Jp e o p l e may h a v e j i e l d . The s creening was l o o k i n g for abnormal i t i e i qnj t t e ••'~ lungs p o t e n t i a l l y - r e l a t e d t o asbestos exposure. A T S D R d i d n o t maktH;?^ * 'c o n c l u s i o n s about e x a c t l y how and when the l ung- s carr ing occurred, yf ,-. :

-v-H.,,^-t..!,>f.,,.i,-v.>--. ^.rf-/-^-.->>;>.: -,"r,\ • ,. _ .W h e t h e r th e p l e u r a l p l a q u e s f o u n d on r a d i o g r a p h s w i l l progre s s t o a f f e c t lungf u n c t i o n w i l l be shown in time. ATSDR has not made c l a i m s as to how manyof these cases w i l l progress to a d e b i l i t a t i v e disease.
F o r more i n f o r m a t i o n cal l:
Dan S t r a u s b a u g h , ATSDR, at 405-441-112- ext 257 or 293-2728 in L i b b y or

W e n d y T h o m i ^ b r n r n u n i t y I n v o l v e m e n t C o o r d i n a t o r a t 406-441 -1150, X 2 4 1



^ ^ . V e « r * ^ / o f s i « * v * J 3 / " o X R ^ 4 ; ^ t > o /Court gives EPA access to mine
Bv R O G E R M O R R I SW e s t e r n N e w s P u b l i s h e r

T h e U S D i s t r i c t C o u r t i n M i s s o u l ar u l e d F r i d a > i n f a v o r o f t h e E P A g i v i n g t h ef e d e r a l a g e n c y f u l l a c c e s s t o t h e f o r m e r\V R G r a c e mine s i t e and two other p r o p -e n i e s near L i b b y .
The EPA and Grace have been in a pro-l o n g e d l e g a l s t r u g g l e over t h e f e d e r a la g e n c y d u m p i n g a s b e s t o s - c o n t a m i n a t e ds o i l removed f r o m f o r m e r mine p r o p e r t i e s ashort d i s t a n c e f r o m the mine s i t e .
O n F r i d a y , U . S . D i s t r i c t J u d g e DonaldM a l l o y ru l ed tha t Grace must a l l o w accessto the mine s i t e and two p r o p e r t i e s a l o n g

t h e K o o t e n a i R i v e r f o u n d t o c o n t a i nasbestos c on taminat ed s o i l ." W e ' r e h a p p y w i t h t h e ruling," said PaulPeronard, on-site c o o r d i n a t o r for the EPA."I regret the i n t e r r u p t i o n took p la c e . It wast ime lo s t and we were s tuck in time," hesaid.. "That ' s my regret."The EPA was in the process of c l ean ingup contaminated soi l and b u i l d i n g s at thes i t e o f G r a c e ' s f o r m e r p r o c e s s i n g p l a n twhen the c ompany deni ed access to themine. E v e n t u a l l y , Grace a l l o w e d the EPAto access the mine s i te for t e s t i n g purpo s e sbut not to d e p o s i t contaminated mater ia l s .T h e F l y w a y i s p r o p e r t y i m m e d i a t e l y

upstream, a long the Kootenai River, of thef ormer sort ing p l a n t site. And the Bluff s areacross the river, where a p i p e l i n e f rom thes or t ing p l a n t , l oaded v ermi cu l i t e into traincars.Peronard said EPA c l eanup e f f o r t s w i l l"remobilize" in April with hau l ing ofasbestos-contaminated soil f r om the riversites to the mine t e n t a t i v e l y s cheduled forlate May.
The EPA has 50,000 cubic yards of cont-aminated soil it wants to move to the mines i t e f rom the former sort ing p l a n t site.I d e n t i f i e d contamination on the F l y w a y sand Bluffs proper t i e s i s ei ther p i l e s or p i t s

along accesses on those prop er t i e s and notas widespread as the sorting p lant site,Peronard said.The EPA has i d e n t i f i e d p i l e s or p i t s ofcontaminated materials at the F l y w a y andBluff sites but has not begun c l eanupe f f o r t s on those propert ie s .F e d e r a l attorneys do expect an appeal ofthe court decision, Peronard said. But thatshould not d e lay haul ing p lans to the for-mer mine site unless Grace seeks a restraining order.Grace had no comment on the r u l i n g as
See R u l i n g on Page 6

Ruling-
Continued from Page 1of Tuesday morning. Alan Stringer,G r a c e ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n L i b b y ,said th e c o m p a n y ' s lawyers hadonly received the ru l ing T u e s d a ymorning and were reviewing it."I don't know what our responsewould be right now," Stringer said."The lawyers are looking at it."In January, the court sent the twop a r t i e s into med ia t i on to resolve

their d i f f e r e n c e s . |Stringer said the mediat ion f a i l e dbecause of the g o v e r n m e n t ' s insis-tence that the company be fined $5mill ion. The f ine was imposed onthe company last summer on a dai lybasis for denying access and delay-
ing clean-up e f f o r t s .In the f ed era l court f i l i n g s , Graceq u e s t i o n e d t h e E P A ' s r ight o faccess, whether there was a needf o r t h e a g e n c y ' s r e s p o n s e a n dwhether there is a reasonable basisto believe there is a threat of releaseof hazardous mater ial s at f o r m e rGrace proper t i e s in the Libby area.Grace argued that the EPA didnot demonstrate it needs to enter the

propert i e s to determine the need forresponse, to determine the appropri-ate r e spons e or to take remedialaction. F u r t h e r , lawyers for Gracesaid that the EPA has an alternativesite f o r d e p o s i t i n g contaminatedmat er ia l s - a l a n d f i l l in S p o k a n eand a location being prepared at theLibby landfill - and did not need toaccess the former mine site.In his ru l ing, M a l l o y wrote, "theE P A ' s d i s c r e t i o n shou ld remain a s
u n f e t t e r e d as po s s ib l e ."A l s o , the j u d g e said there i s area sonabl e basis to b e l i e v e thatasbestos contamination is a problemin L i b b y . "The conclus ion is asp la in as the East Front of the Rocky
Mountains.""Defendants (Grace) foresee direconsequences for the p laygroundsof t ender young school ch i ldr en ,d e f e n s e l e s s against the vicissitudesof EPA discretion," the ruling goeson to say. "Grace s h o u l d haveacknowledged this concern for thep u b l i c long ago in the sordid historyof asbestos and its harmful e f f e c t s . "M a l l o y said th e "re la t ionsh ip"

between the contaminated materials t o c k p i l e d f r o m t h e p r o c e s s i n gp l a n t s i te and the nearby f o r m e rmine site is obvious."The EPA seeks access to themine site, the source of the haz-ardous material that the EPA seeksto dispose of," M a l l o y wrote. "If, inano ther case, th e EPA s o u g h taccess to an "innocent" tract of landin order to d u m p hazardous wasteo n i t , i t ' s dema|id f o r entry m i g h t b ec on s id er ed«r t> f l rary and c a p r i c i o u sG r a c e ' s o w n s e l e c t i o n o f t h e M i n eSite as a repos i tory for contaminat-ed so i l f r o m i t s own p r o p e r t i e sproves that t h e E P A ' s s e l e c t i on o fthe Mine S i t e is not arbitrary andcapricious or an abuse of di scre-
tion."



BHH^ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ Ol̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ pEPA begins^soil test ing around high
B y B R E N T S H R U MW e s t e r n N e w s R e p o r t e rT h e E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c yhas started t a k i n g s o i l s a m p l e s at andaround the L i b b y High S c h o o l track in an

e f f o r t t o d e t e r m i n e i f t h e area i s c ontami-nated with a s b e s t o s .The school d i s t r i c t used t a i l i n g s f r o mW J L G r a c e ' s v e r m i c u l i t e mine a n d m i l lcomplex as a track s u r f a c e f r o m the e a r l y ; i1970s unt i l 1983. The t rack was en cap su-lated with a s p h a l t a f t e r Grace warned the ;district that a sbe s to s f i b e r s in th e t a i l i n g scould pose p r o b l e m s . • ; ' ; v 'Last month d i s t r i c t s up er in t enden t K t r b j r 'Maki asked t h e E P A t o c onduc t t e s t s , ; . • ; " ' ' • ' • 'remove the t a i l i n g s and r e p l a c e them withf i l l mat er ia l , and r e i n s t a l l the track surface.

A s b e s t o s court b i l l- m o v i n g f o r w a r d
See Page 6

T h e E P A h a s s t a r t e d i n v e s t i g a t i n g s choolp r o p e r t y to f i n d where the c o n t a m i n a t e d
'mater ia l may have been s p r e a d , a g e n c y on- ,
scene c o o r d i n a t o r P a u l Peronard sa id at las t- 'T h u r s d a y ' s C o m m u n i t y A d v i s o r y G r o u pmee t ing ." T h i s is not the best t ime to be s a m p l i n gsoil in Montana," Peronard said.,"We're ;\ a c t u a l l y j a c k h a r n ' m e r i n g our s a m p l e s out of
the ground."•'•'\ Grace t e s t e d the track In 1981 and f o u n dwhat a company memo c a l l e d " s u r p r i s i n g l y '

high" f i b e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s stirred up by "runners. On a hot, dry, w ind l e s s July day, ,.f i b e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were measured at .14 •f i b e r s per cub i c c e n t i m e t e r of air for the • • :•l ead runner and ,22 f i b e r s per cc tor a fol-
l o w i n g runner.At the t i m e o f t e s t i n g , the track wasc o m p a c t e d due to recent rains and lack of; use. N o d u s t w a s v i s i b l e .••»•• A c c o r d i n g to the memo, shor t- t erm con*;1

c e n t r a t i o n s as h i g h as 1.0 f i b e r s per cc may
have been p o s s i b l e when the track was inw e l l - u s e d c o n d i t i o n and in use by a number• : o f p e o p l e . " . ; . ; ' "T h e E P A h a s also started i t s second . . ' ' : ? v *v ' p h a s e o f a i r s a m p l i n g a t area homes, . : ' •: - Peronard s a i d . I n t h e f i r s t s c enario, resi-• dent s w i l l wear air moni tor s as they go H;-"

about their ev eryday act ivi t ie s . In the s ic-;'ond scenario, EPA personnel w i l l s imula t eh o u s e c l e a n i n g a c t i v i t i e s to see if any ' *a s b e s t o s f i b e r s are s t i rred up into the air.F o u r t e e n houses have been l i n e d up for thes a m p l i n g , P e r o n a r d s a id .T h e t h i r d s c enar i o w i l l p r o b a b l y start i n
early Apri l and w i l l take sampl e s w h i l e 'EPA p e r s o n n e l are "mucking around" with: ' v e r m i c u l i t e i n s u l a t i o n t o s i m u l a t e I p e f n o d e l -ing a c t i v i t i e s , P e r o n a r d sa id . T h r e e to s ix 4

• h o u s e s w i l l b e t e s t e d . ' • . ' .T h e f i n a l s c e n a r i o w i l l f o c u s o n vermi-; c u l i t e in so i l to see if f i b e f s . a r e s t irred up :,• by gardening a c t i v i t i e s . It w i l l p r o b a b l y , . .;'start i n M a y o r J u n e d e p e n d i n g o n t h e ' ; , ' ; \ l
• ; ' ',''•• See C A G ' o n P a g e 6
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C A G
C o n t i n u e d f r o m Page 1weather, Peronard said.A l s o a t l a s t w e e k ' s C A G meet-i n g , A g e n c y f o r T o x i c S u b s t a n c e sa n d D i s e a s e R e g i s t r y D a nS t r a u s b a u g h - r e p o r t e d t h a t h i sagency has mailed r e s u l t s to another1 , 4 0 0 p e o p l e w h o went t h r o u g hh e a l t h s c r e e n i n g s l a s t summer andfal l , b r i n g i n g the total to 4,100.

A n o t h e r b a t c h o f 1 , 4 0 0 w i l l b em a i l e d M a r c h 1 6 - 1 9 , a n d t h e f i n a lba t ch of about 500 w i l l be m a i l e dstart ing Apri l 6 , Strau sbaugh sa id . 'P r e l i m i n a r y r e s u l t s r e l e a s e d i nFebruary f or 1 ,078 L i b b y area resi-

dents showed that nearly one out ofthree p e o p l e has a lung a b n o r m a l i t y ,• N i n e t e e n p e r c e n t o f t h e s t u d ygroup showed signs consis tent withasbes tos e x p o s u r e . A b o u t t h i r t y p e r-cent or 276 of the p e o p l e s creened
r e c e i v e d l e t t e r s r e f e r r i n g t h e m t ot h e i r p h y s i c i a n s f o r f u r t h e r m e d i c a l
t e s t i n g b e c a u s e t h e i r x - r a y s haves hown s c a r r i n g o f t h e che s t w a l l
s e e n b y a t l e a s t o n e p h y s i c i a n .
N i n e t e e n p e r c e n t or 170 had abnor-
m a l i t i e s seen by at l e a s t two of the
x*ray readers.In a d d i t i o n to the more than 6,000p e o p l e a l r e a d y s c r e ened , 2,000 are

o n t h e , A T S D R ' s c o n t a c t l i s t f o rf u t u r e screenings, S t r a u s b a u g h said.T h a t l i s t i n c l u d e s p e o p l e w h o con-tacted ATSDR last summer but didnot make a s c r e e n i n g a p p o i n t m e n t ,p e o p l e ( who made a p p o i n t m e n t s bu td i d n ' t show u p , a n d p e o p l e w h oc a l l e d a f t e r t h e s creening deadl ine.S t r a u s b a u g h sa id h e d i d n ' t knowwhen a n o t h e r round of s creenings
w i l l b e s c h e d u l e d . T h e A T S D R ' se f f o r t s f o r t h i s year a r e c o n c e n t r a t e do n f o l l o w i n g u p f r o m t h e f i r s t roundo f s c r e e n i n g s a n d i d e n t i f y i n g f o r m e r
G r a c e w o r k e r s w h o h a v e m o v e df r o m the L i b b y area, he s a i d .



We s u p p o r t GraceEditor:On the Libby asbestosis issue Ihave f i n a l l y come across someonewho espouses common sense:Montana Sen. Bill Crismore. Com-mon sense isn't common arrunoreI propose that the ERA declare anew hazardous waste site to cleani up the toxic waste emanating fromI ^ the agenda of Gayla Benefield.^ Don Wilkins and the local EPA
5 representati\re Paul Pcronard.Come to think of it. that just might: t be "mission impossible."• John K. Beebe, LibbyJi, PS. Using children to make thepoint verges on child abuse. It is. intolerable!T e d d y e Beebe, Libby



/U1.4REPA wins lawsuit against Grace
The U.S. District Court inMissoula ruled March 9 in favor ofthe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency and the Department of Jus-tice, giving the federal governmentfull access to the W.R. Grace minesite and two other properties nearLibby to remove and dispose of as-bestos-contaminated soil. The rul-ing said that, "[Grace] must allowaccess to the flyway. bluffs andmine site for all purposes."The three properties — oncepan of Grace's vermiculite miningand processing operation inLibby — now belong to KootenaiDevelopment Company, a Gracesubsidiary.The mine site is approximately3.600 acres seven miles northeastof Libby. The second property, the

"Kootenai Flyway," is located be-tween Hwy. 37 and the KootenaiRiver. The f lyway is adjacent to andupstream from Grace's former ver-miculite processing plant. A con-veyor belt connected the screeningplant to the third property, "theb l u f f s , " across the over from thescreening plant.On Jury 18,2000. Grace boughta controlling ownership o f KDC'sstock and ordered the EPA off of itsproperties.On Sept 14,2000, the U.S. Jus-tice Department on behalf of theEPA asked the District Court to or-der the company to allow f u l l ac-cess to the three properties.All of the properties in the areabecame contaminated with deadlytremolite asbestos during the 70-

year period that vermiculite wasmined from the site and processedin and around Libby. The vermicu-lite, which is used in home insula-tion and other products, was com-mingled with asbestos. Mining be-gan at the site in about 1920 andcontinued until 1990, when Graceshut down the mine. Grace ownedthe mine and related propertiesfrom 1963 until 1994, when it soldthe mine and two processing plantsto KDC and other entities.



KCThe Western News. Libbv. M T . . W e d n e s d a y . March 14.2001

Steer ing committee f o r m s f o r f e d
;X steering committee has beenfanned to ac t ive ly pursue a p p l i -cation f or a f e d e r a l l y q u a l i f i e dC o m m u n i t y H e a l t h C e n t e r t oseive Lincoln County.;The commit tee i s o p e r a t i n gu i j d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f t h eL j a c o l n County Commis s ioner sanVl S t . J o h n ' s L u t h e r a nH o s p i t a l .:;?This is such an exciting ideafqr our c o m m u n i t y , w i t h ourhigh p o p u l a t i o n of under anduninsured f a m i l i e s , " said J o h nK b n z e n , county c o m m i s s i o n e rfrom T r o y , at a recent meeting.^Community H e a l t h Centers aref e d e r a l l y f u n d e d programs thato f f e r universal access t o h i g hqual i ty, a f f o r d a b l e heal th care byc h a r g i n g for s ervi c e s such aso f f i c e v i s i t s , dental exams, and

G o a l s
• Universal access services;focus on under and uninsured• Quality medical care• Community wide mission• Participatory process• Non-competi t ion with exist-ing providers

medicines on a s l i d i n g scale off e e s .P a u l M c D e r m o t t , a E u r e k area l t or who co-chairs the Eurekac o m m i t t e e s a i d i t o f f e r e d aunique o p p o r t u n i t y t o securel ong term f u n d i n g to meet coun-ty wide needs. Dr. Ed S t i e n , aEureka p h y s i c i a n and s t e e r i n gc o m m i t t e e member agreed. "A

communi ty h e a l t h c e n t e r w i l l abuse ap r o v i d e cons i s t ent h i g h q u a l i t y t i on s; a imedical care to members of t h i s " W i l lcounty who are c u r r e n t l y not v i c e s ,receiving such b e n e f i t s because E u r e k ao f t h e i r l i m i t e d f i n a n c i a l center Iresources," he said. substanThere are six e x i s t ing commu- ty to nnity h e a l t h centers in M o n t a n a , currentand they are f u n d e d through the Brad Bfederal Bureau of Primary H e a l t h and steCare, program income and other T h o isources. The b u r e a u ' s mission i s for thito achieve 100 percent access to f rom tts e r v i c e s , and to i m p r o v e the r e l a t e chea l th s tatus of underserved p o p - increasulat ions . C o m m u n i t y heal th cen- w i l l ccters provide primary care physi- gram iician services; d i a g n o s t i c lab and asbestcimaging, preventat ive and emer- "It 1gency dental care; prenatal care; that tlh e a l t h s c r e e n i n g ; s u b s t a n c e L i b b y '



County moving
forward in itsinvestigation

By BRENT S H R U MWestern N e w s Reporter, The L««̂ n County Commissioners are moving aheadwith a formal invest igation into issues surroundingasbestos contamination associated with Grace ' s formervermiculitt mine f o l l o w i n g a p u b l i c hearing Wedne sdaynight.The commissioners voted to proceed with the investi-gation af t er receiving i n p u t f r om some of the roughly SOp e o p l e at the hearing.• The investigation wi l lgive the commissionersthe authority to compelsworn testimony fromwitnesses and could laythe groundwork for legalaction against W.R.Graee.One of the f i r s t taskswill be to retain a privatelaw f irm to represent thecounty, CommissionerJohn Konzen said."We're going to needto be doing that pretty< j t H e k i f we 're going to _________________be going into an investi-
f 'gallon," he said.A number of p e o p l e at W e d n e s d a y ' s hearing asked the 'commissioners how the county wi l l pay for the investiga-tion."We're looking at f i n d i n g another source of revenuethat will not impact your tax b i l l , " Commissioner RitaWindom said.Where the money wi l l come f r o m is not known, shesaid."At this po int , that's part of the investigation," she said.The t imeframe for the investigation is i n d e f i n i t e aswel l . If l i t i g a t i o n ensues, the process could go on for f i v eto 10 years, County A t t o r n e y Bemie Cas s idy said."I don' t think there ' s any ready, quick answers at th i sstage," he said.Several p e o p l e asked if the county will be looking intoth e p o s s i b i l i t y o f f i l i n g criminal charges. That i sn ' t t h es p e c i f i c purpose of the invest igation, but any evidence of

criminal ac t iv i ty that is uncovered will be examined byprosecuting attorneys, Cassidy said.Another common quest ion concerned the p o s s i b i l i t y of
See County inve s t i ga t i on on Page 4

havehad as i g n i f i c a n t vc on tamina t i o / iof thi scommunity bya s i g n i f i c a n ttoxin. 99
Dr. Brad Black



County inves t igation -
Continued from Paue 1 "*^?ommiiniContinued from Page 1Grace f i l i n g bankrupt cy and theimpacts that would have on the inves-tigation and any related l i t igation."What do we a c c o m p l i s h , is theanswer I ' d l i k e here," J i m Racicotsaid.Attorney Mike Donovan, who hasbeen advi s ing the commissioners onthe investigation, said there are waysgovernment can pursue environmentaland public health claims against bank-rupt corporations. The question is amatter of c o n f l i c t between bankruptcylaw and environmental law, and theanswer is nofpertam, be said."These two dpn' t work very wel lt o g e t h e r , and t h i s i s sue has beenbefore the U . S . Supreme Court threetimes," be said.F o r m e r Grace worker J e r o m eSchad expressed concerns about peo-ple forced to leave the workforce earlybecause o f a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d h e a l t hproblems." I t ' s l i k e a w o r k e r ' s comp issue,ju s t delayed is all it is," he said.K a l i s p e l l attorney Roger S u l l i v a n ,whose law f irm represents many arearesidents in suits against Grace, cau-tioned the county not to compromisethe rights of people pursuing their ownlit igation. The investigation should bec o m p l e m e n t a r y t o e f f o r t s a l r e a d yunder way, and any s o l u t i o n mustinclude cleanup of all contamination,f u n d i n g for medical care, compensa-tion for victims and restoration of thearea's economic v i ta l i ty , he said.S t . J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l chiefexecutive o f f i c e r Rick Palagi said hewas "astonished and shocked" by therecent release of pr e l iminary h e a l t hscreening re su l t s by the A g e n c y forT o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and DiseaseRegistry. Projections indicate 1,500 to2,000 p e o p l e may s u f f e r f r o masbestos-related disease, he said."That may be an understatement,"he said. "We'll know more as we getmore information."The investigation needs to look atthe costs of caring for those p e o p l e ,Palagi said.Neil Bauer said he was disappoint-ed that Grace did not send anyone tothe hearing. He disparaged Grace rep-resentative Alan Str inger ' s cri t ic i sm o fthe ATSDR screening s tat i s t i c s ."I guess a f t e r listening to excusesf or th e l a s t two year s , enough i senough," Bauer said. "We need towork together."T h e screening f igur e s d o n ' t g o f a renough in showing the real impactsasbestos contamination has had on the

rommunity, said county health of trcerDr. Brad Black. Everyone who haslived in Libby for a period of time hasbeen exposed, he said."I don't think the screening t e l l s thestory," he said. "We have had a s igni f-icant contamination of this communityby a s igni f i cant toxin." 'T h e Env ironmen ta l P r o t e c t i o nAgency has been doing a good j o t f inL i b b y b u t w o n ' t b e here forevei ,S a n d y Wagner said. She expresseddoubts that the community can rely-onstate agencies for help. --\'y<"To date, their p a r t i c i p a t i o n hisbeen infrequent and superficial;* shesaid. . • • ; : ,T h e s t a t e s t i l l d o e s n ' t seenvlounderstand the situation, Wagner said."I'm not sure what kind of wake-upc a l l is needed to convince our state-o f f i c i a l s that this crisis is real;" she-said. , -'j-iS t a t e o f f i c i a l s a r e n ' t t h e only O I K Sneeding a wake-up call, Mike Swkaersaid. >-.:\f." I ' m r e a l l y d i s a p p o i n t e d h i t h eamount of p e o p l e here tonightv'j hesaid. "I can' t bel ieve the p e o p l e " f c fLibby are keeping their eyes closed."He urged everyone in the roomctote l l their friends and neighbors to sup-port t h e c o u n t y ' s investigation. ; j ; ,"What W.R. Grace did was a crimi-nal act to the p e o p l e of Libbyi" ihesaid.Inves t iga t ing the source of contami-n a t i o n and the h e a l t h hazards, # fa s b e s t o s is "a no-brainer," RonWilkins sa id . -"There ' s another inves t igat ion; thatneeds to take place , and that's se,nae-body needs to go to j a i l , " he said,',': ( ;W i l k i n s ci ted a number of Gracedocuments from 1959 to 1970 indicat-ing that the c o m p a n y knew a,hq>uth e a l t h p r o b l e m s as soc iated withasbestos contamination in the veroai-culite mined near Libby. ," T h a t ' s t h e kind o f p e o p l e w ^ ' r edeal ing with," he said. -.,-,•Gayla B e n e f i e l d read from anotherGrace document from 1980 in whicht h e c o m p a n y d i s c u s s e d p o s s i b l eresponses to a h e a l t h s t u d y by theN a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e f o r OccupationalS a f e t y and Heal th . It indicated that thecompany was considering a var i e ty ,p fd e l a y i n g t a c t i c s , p u b l i s h i n g a pre->emptive ep id emio l og i ca l study of itsown to blunt the impact of the NIOSHstudy, and l obbying government offi-cials to have the study canceled}"This is written by the arrogant cor-p o r a t i o n we are d e a l i n g with," shesaid.



BY ROGER MORRISW«stem News PublisherMinutes b e fore presenting his billT h u r s d a y morn ing c r e a t i n g an"asbestos court" to hurry along pend-ing lawsuits against W.R. Grace, S t a t eS e n . B i l l C r i s m o r e ( R - L i b b y ) d i s -cussed the f i r e s t o r m o f p u b l i c i t yaccusing him of " s e l l ing out" to thecompany.The senator chuckled at accusationshe was,representmg the chemicalgiant. '$ couldn't even get a job withthem,"jhe said."My pos i t i on is we need to sit downand talk," Crismore continued. "WhenI meet again with the governor, I w i l lask het How we can sort this out.T h e r e D e f i n i t e l y needs to be a differ-ent approach."On Monday, Crismore met with

• Medical communitydeals with screening results
• H o s p i t a l praised for x-rays

See Page 4

Gov. Judy Martz and was quoted assaying the Environmental ProtectionAgency is being too tough on Grace,who mined the asbestos-tainted vermi-culite in the Libby area from 1961until they closed the mine in 1990."The EPA, I think, has made somereal mistakes," Crismore said in amee t ing with Martz . "The EPA isgui l ty of not being fa i r with p e o p l e inLibby."That unleashed a backlash of com-ments in the m e d i a f r o m L i b b y

c t c s m
asbeStoa victims.Gayla Bene f i e ld of Libby, an advo-cate for asbestos victims who has crit-icized C r i s m o r e ' s la ck o f i n v o l v e -ment, said she ' s incensed about thes ena tor ' s al l iance with Grace." A p p a r e n t l y , W . R . Grace h a sanother spoke sper son," B e n e f i e l d\ said. "It's a s l a p in the fa c e to have•our senior e l e c t ed o f f i c i a l take this•approach. He l i t e r a l l y has sold us•out."He's never been to a CommunityAdvisory Group meeting, B e n e f i e l dsaid."He has never spoken p u b l i c l y tothe victims or for the victims," shecontinued.Crismore responded T h u r s d a y by

See Crismore on Page 8



Crismore
C o n t i n u e d f r o m Page 1say ing he i s p r e s e n t i n g a b i l l t h a t
w i l l h e l p L i b b y a s b e s t o s v i c t i m ssu ing Grace. P r e s e n t l y , t h e d i s t r i c tcourt is ab l e to s c h e d u l e about threel a w s u i t s a year whi l e more than 100have been f i l e d by L i b b y r e s i d e n t sagainst Grace.Grace has been blamed for nearly200 deaths and hundreds of i l l n e s s e sdue to asbe s to s exposure.A l s o , Cri smore was c r i t i c i z ed bymany L i b b y r e s i d e n t s la s t year fors u p p o r t i n g the f e d e r a l F a i r n e s s inA s b e s t o s C o m p e n s a t i o n Act as thebest way to re so lve the thousands ofa s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d l a w s u i t s c l o g g i n gt h e n a t i o n ' s court system. T h e p r o -p o s e d l e g i s l a t i o n d i d n o t p a s s ,d e s p i t e heavy l o b b y i n g f r o m t h easbestos industry.On T h u r s d a y , the L i b b y senatorsaid he wou ld cont inue to s u p p o r tsuch f e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n because i twas the o n l y way some v i c t i m swould get assistance. He said i f allthese corporations are driven out ofbusiness, there w i l l be no one left topay the b i l l s except the U.S. taxpay-ers." S o 1 d o n ' t think I ' m opposed t oh e l p i n g asbestos vic t ims in Libby,"he said. "I know p e o p l e who haved i e d of a s b e s t o s i s and I f e e l badabout it. I know p e o p l e who havebeen d i a g n o s e d hav ing a s b e s t o s i sand I f e e l bad about it."On a more p e r s o n a l n o t e :Crismore is s ens i t ive to criticisms ofhis l a t e f r i e n d , Earl Lovick. Lovickwas a bus ines s manager for Graceduring its tenure in Libby and manyo f t h e l a w s u i t s have been f i l e da g a i n s t L o v i c k or h i s f a m i l y t ru s ta l ong with Grace." I ' m n o t go ing t o s i t aside a n d l e tp e o p l e make comments about peo-ple I care about," C r i s m o r e s a i d .

"Earl L o v i c k was a good man whocared about th i s community. If h ehad known it was unsafe to work atthe mine he never would have senthis sons up there toiwork."Crismore said h}s major concern
is the f a i l u r e of the EPA and Graceto reach a s o l u t i o n to their s talemate

on c l eaning up the former screeningp l a n t s i te and d e p o s i t i n g contami-nated m a t e r i a l at the f o r m e r minesite."I think the EPA is doing-a poorjob o f n e g o t i a t i n g , " he sa id. "Wec a n ' t b e having s t a t e m e n t s l i k e , ' Iw i l l ge t my pound o f f l e sh . '"T h e E P A sued G r a c e l a s t f a l la f t e r it bought a c on tro l l ing interesti n K o o t e n a i D e v e l o p m e n tC o r p o r a t i o n , which owns f o r m e rGrace p r o p e r t i e s near L i b b y , andlocked the f ed e ra l agency out of atf i r s t accessing the former mine siteand then d e p o s i t i n g c on tamina t ed
materials there.F o l l o w i n g a Dec. 20 hearing inf e d e r a l court in M i s s o u l a , a j u d g eordered the two p a r t i e s to try towork out their prob l ems in media-tion. T h o s e e f f o r t s f e l l through, i npart because of a $5 m i l l i o n penal tythe EPA plans to levy against Grace.Accord ing to local Grace repre-sentative Alan Str inger , the p e n a l t ywas the primary reason the negotia-tions f e l l apart. EPA on-scene coor-dinator Paul Peronard said the com-pany was also unwil l ing to p e r f ormc l e a n u p o p e r a t i o n s u n d e r a nenforceable order from the agency."I'm no t saying Grace ha s done agood job, either," Crismore said.That's why he wants to sit downwith the governor and try to mediatea solution.However, Crismore said i n f l a m -matory comments f r o m E P A o f f i -c i a l s i n L i b b y a n d d e m a n d s f o rGrace to pay h igh p e n a l t i e s haveh e i g h t e n e d t h e a l r e a d y e m o t i o n a ls i tuat ion there."In my op in ion , Grace is t r y i n gto do what t h e y can," s a i dCrismore, who commented that thec o m p a n y has a d j u s t e d a m e d i c a lp l a n for the victims several t imes to

better serve them."It' s no t my nature t o b e abra-s ive, but t h i s i s r i d i c u l o u s , " saidR o b b i n R e d m a n o f T r o y . " T h e
EPA's only mistake was l eaving inthe 1980s when t h e i r b u d g e t wascu t . They'r e do ing their j o b now."R e d m a n , her t h r e e s i s t e r s , a

b r o t h e r and her m o t h e r have allbeen d i a g n o s e d with asbestos dis-ease; her f a t h e r already died of thedisease.S h e i n t e n d s t o s p e a k w i t hCri smore o n T h u r s d a y whi l e s h e ' si n H e l e n a t o support C r i s m o r e ' s b i l lto add a second d i s t r i c t j u d g e toL i n c o l n County to handle asbestoslawsuits." I ' H t e l l h i m h o w m y f a m i l y h a sbeen a f f e c t e d , " she said."Grace has never done anythingw i t h o u t f o o t - d r a g g i n g a n ds tonewal l ing."Martz said she planned to contactn e w l y a p p o i n t e d E P A c h i e fChri s t ine T o d d Whitman about vis-?i t ing Libby to fur ther discuss the sit-u a t i o n wi th Grace and s ta t e o f f i -cials. U.S. Sen. Max Baucus invitedW h i t m a n t o a t t e n d a n A p r i l 1 1Senate f i e l d hearing in Libby." Y o u j u s t wonder h o w f a r y o u ' l lbe able to go with Grace be fore theyde c id e t h e y ' l l j u s t declare bankrupt-c y , ' ' M a r t z said.Crismore also said the ongoingc on t rov er sy s u r r o u n d i n g c l e a n u phas been unnecessary." I f t h e y w o u l d have a l l o w e dGrace to do the cleanup under their
s uperv i s i on , it would have a lr eadybeen set t led," he said.Paul Peronard, t h e E P A ' s on-sitecoordinator in Libby, cal l ed Grac e ' sa t t e m p t t o vo lun t e e r f o r c l e a n u p
"bogus.""Grace has said they' l l do volun-tary c l eanup, but they don't want us
to have the a b i l i t y to check th ingsl i k e air qual i ty," he said.Peronard also said the $5 m i l l i o nin p e n a l t i e s mentioned by Crismorewere ins t i tu t ed because Grace inter-f e r e d with access at the site and aremeant t o d i s c o u r a g e c o m p a n i e s
f rom i n a p p r o p r i a t e behavior.

Peronard said he welcomed the1

o p p o r t u n i t y for a l l agencies to d i s-cuss the ongo ing c l e a n u p p r o d u c -t i v e l y .
This story was written with the
assistance of Lynnette Hintze of the
Kalispell Daily Inter Lake and
Associated Press reports.
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Medial screening results
Medical community handling inquiries, evaluations

By ROGER MORRISWestern News PublisherThe local med|cal community isst« idily handling the Influx of peoplere« eiving letters from the federal rhed-'• ic J screening program that hasin armed one of three area residentsth y have a lung abnormality.The Agency for Tox i c Substancesan I Disease Registry released an inter-im report two weeks ago that 30 per-ce it of the J,078 p e o p l e , for whomre: alts are available, had a lung abnor-m: lity. Of that group, 19 percent hadan a b n o r m i a l i t y c o n s i s t e n t w i t has >estos exposure, said Dr. JeffreyL| barger.(The 30 percent, or 276 people , havereceived letters referring them to theirpersonal physician for further evalua-tiop.iy March 16, ATSDR expects tojpe just over 5,000 let ters mailed outeople par t i c ipa t ing in last year ' siical screening program. Letters to|6S144 p e o p l e who were, screeneduld be out by mid-Apri l , said a rep-resentative of the ATSDR.Rick Pafeg i , administrator and CEO

o f S t j J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l , i sencouraging p e o p l e to contact theCenter for Asbestos Related Diseasein Libby." I ' m comfortable sugges t ing theycall CARD first and get a recommen-dation," Palagi said. "They want totalk to somebody to get their questionsanswertd.""We're c on f id en t we can handl ethese at the CARD c l in i c becauset h a t ' s what i t ' s been s e t u p for," h econtinued.Palagi said there are p e o p l e withquestions and p e o p l e who need addi-tional evaluation."The telephone cal l s could becomeoverload for the business s t a f f to han-dle," he said. The center s t a f f is awareof the anxiety people will f e e l as theyreceive a screening results letter."I think we can move through thebulk of p e o p l e in coming weeks,"Palagi said. "It may take a while forthe physicians to see everyone initial-ly."And for extended care, special i s t s ,such as p u l m o n o l o g i s t Dr. A l a nW h i t e h o u s e o f S p o k a n e , w i l l b e

b r o u g h t in t o h e l p . P r e s e n t l yW h i t e h o u s e i s p r o v i d e d c on su l t ingservices to Dr. Brad Black, the countyhealth o f f i c e r .In a typical month, the clinic wouldhandle about 200 patients. It is set upto handle about 10-14 p e o p l e a day,four days a week, Palagi said." I t ' s very d i f f i c u l t t o j a m i n b i glumps of p eop l e at one time," he said.But Palagi knows with the anxietypeop l e are; f e e l i n g af t er learning theyhave an abnormality, or an asbestos-related disease, the CARD s t a f f andlocal physicians will have to deal withlarge numbers of concerned patients." W e ' l l s t r u g g l e through t h e f i r s tblast," he said.As the medical community leamsmore about the various reasons for thelung abnormalities, decisions on futurechanges will be made, Palagi said."It depends on where we are in thedisease," he said. "Are p e o p l e j u s tshowing signs of the disease and willit get worse over time?"That could determine whether thecommunity needs more doctors or res-ident spec ial i s t s , he said.

B e f o r e t h e m e d i c a l s c r e e n i n g sbegan in June 2000, there were nearly300 p e o p l e in the Libby area with adiagnosed asbe s to s-re lated disease.Local o f f i c i a l s and phys ic ians werees t imat ing that could swell to 1,000af t er the screenings.The medical screenings only identi-f i e s whether or not a person has anabnormality and they are referred backto their physician for further evalua-tion of what that abnormality couldbe. "If that 1,000 peopl e get a lot sick-er, a lot quicker, it cou ld be a bigproblem," Palagi said.And ATSDR is urging p e o p l e tocall their t o l l - f r e e number (1-800-439-8308) if they q u a l i f y for a medicalscreening and did not participate in thefir s t go-around.The f e d e r a l agency has not de ter-mined when they can resume medicalscreenings but they are creating a l i s tof p eop l e who qual i fy .People are e l igib le for the screeningif the worked for W.R. Grace at theLibby operations or they resided inLibby prior to Dec. 31,1990.



H o s p i t a l imaging department praised for screening work
T h e I m a g i n g d e p a r t m e n t a t S t .J o h n ' s L u t h e r a n H o s p i t a l r e c e n t l yreceived high praises from one of the• B-readers in the countryS t l s d i n a s t s u m m e r ' srding to Dr.pSkec t or o f St .; J d h n V € f n t e i F f 6 r Asbes tos Relatedj D i s e a s e . ' . " - < ' '' The f i l m s done la s t summer in,: Libby "were consistently of the high-; est quality of any screening pro j e c t he: had been involved in," said Dr. J.I Locke. He said it was a pleasure to" deal with this level of abi l i ty.

The screening was done by theA g e n c y f o r T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s a n dDisease Registry to provide the f i r s ts t e p in q u a n t i f y i n g the number ofp e o p l e with asbestos related diseasesas a result of exposure in or near theL i b b y Z o n o l i t e mine. T h e S J L HImaging department performed all ofthe chest x-rays for the screening ofmore than 6,000 community mem-bers.The extra work for the screening x-rays was put on top of the normals chedule for the d e p a r t m e n t , saidRick Palagi, CEO.

" W i t h n o a d d i t i o n a l s t a f f , o u rI m a g i n g s t a f f m e t t h e s e e x t r ademand s of the screening and s t i l lprovided regular service. "Our f o l k sa c c o m p l i s h e d th i s by g iv ing up allvacations for the summer,' and work-ing many overtime hours to makesure everyone who wanted to couldbe. screened."S t . J o h n ' s imaging department i smanaged by Grant Crawford whoworks along with technologis t s BettyT e x t b r , L o u Plough, N a t ' h a n E l l i o t ,Lenn Haas, K e i t h Howard and Keel iAnderson. Dr. Steve Becfcer also did

the f i r s t read of-each x-ray, and waspart of the team."We are extremely proud of all ours t a f f at SJLH and to have some ofthem recognized by a phy s i c i an ofthis caliber is gratifying," Palagi said.The imaging s t a f f is now gearingup to h e l p with the next phase of theasbestos screening by prov id ing CTstudies on patients requiring addition-al diagnostic tests. In addit ion, addi-tional s creening programs may beforthcoming in the fu ture for thosew h o w e r e n ' t screened dur ing l a s ty e a r ' s massive e f f o r t .
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T a k i n g a l e a d e r s h i p role
I When the Linco ln County Commissioners f i r s t an-nounced their intention to begin an inve s t iga t ion into thec o m m u n i t y ' s asbestos-related problems I was a l i t t l e con-cerned about a local government agency f i l i n g suit againstW.R. Grace.I Not that I'm worried about Grace, bu t th e publ i c rela-tions aspect of local government suing a mult inationalcorporation doesn't exact ly send a good message of moveour business to Libby.However^ the county should be commended for whathey are doing: T a k i n g a strong l ead er sh ip role in the as->estos problem.The commissioners are looking at examining the vari->us aspects of this issue i n c l u d i n g the environmental p o l -ution problem and subsequent c l eanup, the local h ea l thiroblem, the a b i l i t y of the local medical community to re-pond to the heal th prob l em and the damage done to theocal economies and r epu ta t i on s of Libby and Troy.T h e s e questions and the answers w i l l p l a y a p ivo ta l rolen the assistance that Libby and Troy receive from therederal government and, yes, W.R. Grace.' We can expect very l i t t l e in the way of assistance f romthe state. They can't adequate ly fund our s chool s and arel ooking at hamstringing the county government system inthe state through a s imilar f u n d i n g disaster.^So i t ' s the f e d s and Grace.We need the county and the Environmental Protectionftgfifjfy t$ .%a$$T as much in format i on as po s s i b l e so we

<?a#nB£pJfl i e me jd i ca l assistance to our a f f e c t e d p o p u l a t i o n ,cleanup to 6ur community and surrounding areas andlong-term environmental monitoring and health screeningf o r t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s protec t ion.Grace, if it survives the ons laught of asbestos lawsuitf i l i n g s from across the country, can p l a y a role beyond themedical heal th p lan and donations to the ho sp i ta l .We won't know what we need until the county f i n i s h e si t ' s investigation. W e w o n ' t g e t a n y assistance from t h estate, f edera l government or Grace unless we can show aproblem.I am thank fu l for the county commissioners in showingthe i n t e l l i g e n c e and courage to move forward. - Roger
Morris



To the Editor 1. A.
Community recognizing strength of togetherness110 the Editor:1 read with interest the recentarticles in "The1 Daily InterLake" about how the asbestosproblems were a f f e c t i n g the stu-dents in Libby. The questionhow to explain the problem tochildren, was raised. There is noeasy way to explain tp childrenhow corporate greed has foreverchanged the very marrow oftheir community. How thisssamegreed has poisoned the hard-working members of their fami-l i e s , their f r i e n d s , and acquain-tances.The question becomes notnly how to e x p l a i f ^ t h i s to chil-ren, but how to learn from thistragedy. Libby has a long andimpre s s ive history of coming to-gether in times of communityneed. If ever there was a timefor a community to come togeth-er, it is now.

I f t h e A T S D R test ing resultscontinue to be at the same levelas these f i r s t f ind ings ,be few p e op l e i t f t f a su n a f f e c t e d by asbestos relateddisease.T h i s need not be the darkest

hour for Libby .Montana.camjmmiiy is ^seady starting tos f tcognize th e f t strength is inworking together to make sure ,JLibfcy will again be the sa f ecommunity most believed it to.be just a few short years ago.%s a member of a fami ly wh«*has been devastated by asbestosrelated disease, I can tell thechildren seeking answers thatthe Support of f r k f u S s has been abright light in an 0&e*wise darktime. -Just as many p e o p l e haveo f f e r e d support , many have not.The reasons lor the lack of sup-port from many are no doubt re-lated to fear. Fear of the loss ofbusiness, loss of tourism andskepticism that there real ly wasa problem in Libby. The bestway to a l l ev ia t e these f ear s is towork together to rid the commu-nity of the asbestos hazards,hold W.R. Grace accountable fortheir actions, and make Libby anexample of collusiveness.Libby «has; the opportunity toshow tĥ .. world l»w a small «,„'town cafi ' . wo'ik together to benot victims, but advocates forone another and agents for

change. It is unfortunate thatmembers of oUier, communitiesrnay be insensitive to whatLibby is experiencing. Unfor tu-nately, w e ' C a n n o t change howothers choose to react. We canchange only how we will pro-ceed from this point on.
; So, to tive childre»^ Libby Isay do not lose wide in yourcommunity bec^s f t f l ia t will bethe driving f e r c f i t f o i e k i n g ad i f f e i e n c f t . Th*a|fe^p^|is s imple,work together and Create astrong, unified vioiije or splinterand let W.R. G r a c e ' g e t . awaywith one of the worst industrialtragedies in modem history.I know it is easy for me tomake these statements when I nolonger live in Libby. However, Iwil l f orever consider Libby tobe my home and have manyf a m i l y members who continue toreside in the area. 1 cannot thinkof a f iner place to have grownup, and have complete f a i t h that

v Libby wil l pull through this timet,; with a d i f f e r e n t kind of gracethan that shown by W.R. Grace,Cindy BundrockChandler, Ariz.

Asbestos warnings vdate back to Pliny ;;;
To the Editor. ! .This early death from asbestoscan be found in the writings of the v'-Greek philosopher Pliny (2B to 79' } l j

' " 'He noted that the asbestte mine ; 'slaves were sicker than all pther ••slaves. In the 1890's the a j | b e s t o s ! t

workers of the European tactile : "*mills had lung scarring similar totuberculosis. The "diseas< wsis a < zrcalled asbestosis referring to sca|4 1ring and inflammation of the lungsin these workers,In the late 1 940' s cases ofmesothelioma were found in thewqrkers exposed to asbestos. Yet "from 1946 to 1972 we sprayedasbestos coatings in to thousands ofpublic buildings, including schools. .Dr. Doll in his 1955 scientif ic' studyf i rmly established thefconneetien M ' 'between lung cancer an* asbestos.The time from actual exposure toasbestos to development of mesothe-liojna is o f t en 3 to 4 decades. ,Reminds one of the time tor nico- 't inaaddiets-todevetopcanceri? * *.Robert W f c t a r f r t fColumbia Fall s

Seminar focusedjon^how far we came, how far we musrt go,



^ A S K E P A ! !^^ Questions and Answers< .X about Asbestos and EPA's Inves t iga t ion i j i l

Q: Are all the a sbe s to s-re lated l un g changes showing upin the screening a result of asbestos in the air t oday? II
No. Asbe s t o s - r e la t ed damage to lungs as shoA\ii on x-rays of p e o p l e who havegone through the m e d i c a l screening must nece s sari ly be a result of PASTexposure . Because of the latency of health e f f e c t s f rom asbestos, the tes t ing doe s 'not i n d i c a t e that p e o p l e are breathing asbestos in the ambient air today. ••i 'Data f r o m o u t d o o r air moni t or ing f r o m January 2000 through December 2000 - t \showed no l e v e l s of asbestos f i b e r s in Libby's outdoor air that pose a health riskj je x c e p t what was f o u n d near the Export and S c r e e n i n g P l a n t s i t e s , Rainy Creek ; |Road (4 mi l e s f r o m L i b b y ) and up at the mine site. |l
A t t h e t w o f o rmer pro c e s s ing s i t e s , where a c l eanup w a s necessary because o f ' !f i b e r l e v e l s in the s o i l , EPA took every pre cau t ion to e l iminat e exposure to <asbestos during the c l eanup. EPA wil l pave Rainy CfeeWRwKhsHhe-summer of2001.
Phase 2 S a m p l i n g which EPA is beginning th i s week is expected to reveal more iabout indoor air l e v e l s of a sbe s to s to which p e o p l e may be exposed.
For more i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l : -
W e n d y T h o m i , E P A Communi ty I n v o l v e m e n t Coordinator^at-406-441-H50, X241
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Grace questions : screening
B y L Y N N E T T E H I N T Z ES p e c i a l to the News,M e d i c a l t e s t r e s u l t s f r o m t h e

f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t ' s screeningprogram may be f l a w e d becauseof the type of chest X-rays usedand the way r e s u l t s were inter-p r e t e d , a W.R. Grace & Co.spokesman said Wedne sday,A l a n S t r i n g e r , who operatesthe Grace f i e l d o f f i c e in Libby, ,said t h e A g e n c y f o r T o x i c ' ' rS u b s t a n c e s and Disease Registrya d m i t t e d that the r e s u l t s werepre l iminary and could lead toi n a p p r o p r i a t e conclusions.The agency screened 6,144
p e o p l e last year in response toa l l e g e d w i d e s p r e a d asbestos/; contamination fronrGrac-'-' *"~-*>-. mer Verrr i i cu l i t e mine nei

• G r a c e pressures^,EPA on l o c a l team
• EPA, county moveahead on l a n d f i l lSee Page 4

percent of the f irs t ' . _. —-^-who received chest X-rays'hadflung" abnormali t ie s d e t e c t e d l j l i j j ^ .
one s p e c i a l i s t ; 19 percent fiaiHlung scarring seen by at lefBfcf:-'two of the c e r t i f i e d X-ray spe-c ial i s t s; "-;•S t r i n g e r said the f e d e f c a f : \ !

agency acknowl edged the resultsd o n ' t c ons t i tu t e a n ep idemiolog-

screenlng to provide a service-oriented program for the omunity so health-care officcould p lan for fu ture me "needs.' . ' ^ « f t ' - v ^fi^,-,«.^;;^_.Stringer, who mariagelj^ , sGrace's vcrmicuHw mine afe4^- *=Libby from 1988 to 1994 a B C : ; 'oversaw the reclamation a f l S ^the mine closed, said he.swsother potential f l aw s j«Nh|fof X-rays used; X-ray rea~"p r o t o c o l s and readers us

T h e ' r e s u l t s a r e pr e l iminaryand could change by the time afull report i s ready, S t r i n g e r said.Preliminary r e su l t s showed 30

methSds , suchTas^stricf ikeep ing; us?"of a control\and random sampling, were riotused," he said. ••••>&:•The agency instead geared its

report ing procedures;?"^The Libby test ing invofstandard f r o n t - a n d - b a c k X i f J r j &p l u s s ide-angle (obHqueyX-ra^s.B u t t h e Interna t i ona l Labor * 'Organization, which slant
izes X-ray r e a d m g f p r e S i j ponly r e p d r t s t b n ' ^ t a r l i r - ' 1 *and-r - - ^ ^ ' — «

"The reason for this is that*
See Grace on Page 6

Grace
Continued f rom Page 1many believe, as-has been reportedin med i ca l l i t e r a t u r e , that obliqueviews can gros s ly over e s t imat e the
inc idence of p l e u r a l changes in ap o t e n t i a l l y expo s ed group o f p eo-
ple," he said.How the X-rays were read also
pre s ented po t ent ia l biases and prob-
lems, S t r i n g e r said.He maintained X-ray readers —ca l l ed B readers — may have testi-

< f i e d in a sbe s to s- l i t igat ion cases, and

I
c o u l d have a p o t e n t i a l f i n a n c i a lin t e r e s t in the o u t c o m e of the|screening. - . , . , ; : ; ; - , !

"Disclosure of the B readers used/i and their re lat ionship to p l a i n t i f f s ?trial lawyers is required," he said- j• .All three physicians who read theX-rays are n a t i o n a l l y recognized-^ -"SKI, - "•aAtar ^P-̂ -: • ' . ^ i S ^ a B i l ' .

expert s in a sbe s to s-re la t ed condi-
t J O p S . . . . . . . / . . , J . ; ' v " " / . ! ' . ;S t r i p g e r pointed to what he saidwere f l a w s in reporting procedures.N o i n f o r m a t i o n about a sb e s t o se x p o s u r e other than v e r m i c u l i t e
exposure was looked at."Did any of these p e o p l e workwith asbestos in other contexts, fore x a m p l e in c o n s t r u c t i o n , mainte-nance or manufacturing?" he asked.C h r y s o t i l e asbestos contained in
c e i l i n g and f l o o r t i l e s showed up insome home tests conducted by theU . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n
Agency, h e said.v : ' ' " • ' ^ ' ' ^_ He also questioned whether obe-
sity w a s considered, because i t ' s akey f a c t o r in d e t e r m i n i n g whethert h i c k e n i n g o f t h e l u n g l i n i n g j i sasbes tos-related-fOr - :**"'*i£ -^rceiiit

-- ,- , ... - ,:.;£U.;

• i t f t f vV.f*

o f misreading f a t o n a n ' .T h e i n t e r i m report prodQc«dsome encouraging fac t s; h o w « f * a f , ' ;
he said. ' ; !

"The overwhelmingp o s s i b l e abnormal i t i ede s cr ib e are pleural changeV 4hatp r o b a b l y w o n ' t " lead t o ' J t t ' j f e i J ;

he said. ; ' ; • *In t h e interim repoit|A1
acknowledge s that ~cumscribed pleural jon chest radiograph;icof other abnormalities;^as n o n - s y m p t o m a t i c roarlexposure and the majori!y4of Jw i l l not progres s to s i g h i f i t x
a f f e c t lung function.^ -̂ -̂̂ §?|aLynnette Hintze is a reporierfa^i; KalispeIlDaityIn&J^^..^i^i,t

- * ~- , . ;.' < ;,,-' .:••- ' *v'i

-' • • '••'»•;



Grace blames EPA s t a f ff or negot ia t ions breakdown
A W.R. G r a c e e x e c u t i v e i sb l a m i n g t h e E n v i r o n m e n t a lProtection A g e n c y ' s local s t a f f f o rthe breakdown in nego t ia t ions overaccess to Grace- con tro l l ed proper-t i e s f o r c l e a n u p and d i s p o s a l o fasbestos-contaminated materials.In a Jan. 18 l e t t e r to EPA assis-tant administrator Steven Herman,Grace vice p r e s i d e n t W i l l i a mCorcoran said the company hasa t t e m p t e d to en t er i n t o a non-adversarial r e l a t i o n s h i p with theEPA for some time."At one t ime , we though t thatwe were very near to an agreementthat would have s e t t l ed our obliga-t i ons f a i r l y and c o m p l e t e l y , " hewrote. "However, short ly a f t e r wethought we had reached an agree-ment in p r i n c i p l e , EPA returned tothe table sugges t ing that the cost ofsuch an agreement would be threetimes its original suggestion."T h e E P A sued Grace la s t f a l la f t e r it bought a controlling interesti n K o o t e n a i D e v e l o p m e n tC o r p o r a t i o n , which owns f ormerGrace p r o p e r t i e s near L i b b y , and

l o cked the agency out.The EPA is seeking access toG r a c e ' s f o rmer vermicu l i t e minefor the di sposal of asbestos-conta-minated materials excavated fromt h e c o m p a n y ' s f ormer screeningp l a n t , now private ly owned, and toKDC propert ie s near the mouth ofRainy Creek for c l e a n u p opera-tions.F o l l o w i n g a Dec. 20 hearing inf ed era l court in Missoula, a j u d g eordered the two parties to try towork out their problems in media-tion. Those e f f o r t s fell through, inpart because of a $5 m i l l i o n penal-ty the EPA p l a n s to levy againstGrace.According to local Grace repre-sentative Alan Stringer, the p enal tywas the primary reason the negoti-at ions f e l l apart. EPA on-scenecoordinator Paul Peronard said thecompany was a l so u n w i l l i n g toper f orm cleanup operations underan e n f o r c e a b l e order f r o m theagency.B e f o r e the court h ear ing inM i s s o u l a , f o r m e r Gov. Marc

Racket o f f e r e d to h e l p mediate thed i spu t e . The o f f e r was "rejectedsummarily by the EPA for reasonsthat we at Grace have never under-stood," Corcoran wrote."Why the EPA has chosen todeal with the L i b b y s i t u a t i o n insuch a manner e s c a p e s me,"Corcoran wrote Herman. "As youknow, the current management ofGrace has been in p lac e for lessthan two years when the S e a t t l eP o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r s tories aboutLibby ran. Prior to those news sto-ries, we had no reason to believethat there was a cont inuing envi-ronmental problem in the commu-nity."Corcoran noted that Grace madea c ommi tment t o S t . J o h n ' sLutheran H o s p i t a l for $250,000 peryear, deve loped a medical insur-ance program for area r e s i d e n t ss u f f e r i n g from asbestos-related i l l-nesses and "volunteered to per formwork on potent ia l ly a f f e c t e d prop-e r t i e s i n f o r m a l l y . " Grac e a l s oturned relevant records over to theEPA and "made every reasonablee f f o r t " t o c o o p e r a t e w i t h t h eagency, He said."I was amazed at what fol-lowed," Corcoran wrote. "The on-site s t a f f has put forward a viewindependent from the rest of EPA.The s t a f f continues to promote toall who wil l listen that asbestos ofthe kind f o u n d in Libby is some-how s i g n i f i c a n t l y more dangerousto human h e a l t h than any o th erf o r m o f a s b e s t o s , even t h o u g hE P A ' s o w n documents r e p e a t e d l ystate that EPA does not d i s t i n g u i s hone form of asbestos from another."These same p e o p l e have donenothing to re fu te f a l s e and mislead-ing media reports which have sug-gested that as many as 192 p e o p l edied of asbestos-related disease inLibby even though the federal gov-e r n m e n t ' s own s t a t i s t i c s reveal thatbetween 1968 and 1997 no morethan 23 p e o p l e died as a resul t ofasbestos-related disease."S u m m i n g up, Corcoran wrote,"Your on-scene c o ord ina t or andhis colleagues are taking pos i t ionsregarding asbes tos that EPA hasnever taken, d e s p i t e its ongoingresearch over the l a s t s everaldecades. They have become legis-la tor s , r egu la tor s and a researchinst i tution combined - and seniorEPA management has a l l owed thisto happen, and by its silence 'evenencouraged it."I n a l e t t e r w r i t t e n t h i s week,Libby Community A d v i s o r y Groupmember Don W i l k i n s d e f e n d e d thel o ca l EPA s t a f f and. b lamed theproblems on Grace."W.R. Grace has been the mainenti ty that has pro l onged not onlythe ongoing cleanup but also thepain and s u f f e r i n g many in Libbyare having to go through," hewrote.W i l k i n s r e f u t e d C o r c o r a n ' sclaim that the company had no ideaof the prob l ems in L i b b y b e f o r et h e S e a t t l e n e w s p a p e r s t o r i e sappeared.Numerous personal in jury lawsuits f i l e d against Grace in the pastf i v e years indicate that the compa-ny was aware of the problems, hesaid."The truth of the matter is Graces l i t h e r e d out of town about 10years ago hoping the truth wouldnever surface," W i l k i n s said.The c o m p a n y wa s " d r a g g e dkicking and screaming" to improvei t s m e d i c a l b e n e f i t p a c k a g e ,W i l k i n s added.Local EPA representatives havebeen very pro f e s s i ona l and open toLibby residents, W i l k i n s said."Our frus tra t ions come not fromthe work p e r f o r m e d by EPA, butthe f e e t d r a g g i n g done by W.R.Grace," he said.
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EPA: Libby is safe ifyou avoid hot spots
B y K A T H I H N M c U I K H U NIR State Bureau

LIBBY — Libby is a sa f e place to live, work and play, aslong as you stay away f r o m the spo t s that are s t i l l contaminat-ed with asbestos.That ' s th e conclusion o f th e U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency, based on thousands of air and soil samples taken fromaround the community during the past 20 months.But that might not be the impression l e f t with te levis ionwatchers, magazine readers and others around the countrywho've seen reports in the past two years about the wide-spread asbestos dust linked to the deaths of some 200 people.A recent article in Men's Journal magazine again recountedthe story. The headline: "Kil l ing Libby."Dozens of other national and regional media ou t l e t s havef o c u s e d in on the story and its c ompe l l ing tale of death and ill-ness. Other reports have called Libby the Chernobyl of Ameri-ca and the contamination the worst environmental disaster int h e country ' s history.W i t h al l o f that, there' s a bi t o f doubt about whether Libbyt o d a y is ac tual ly a s a f e p lace to breathe the air.In most par t s of town, there' s nothing to worry about,according to the EPA. Still, Libby does have some hot spot s ofasbestos contamination that are best avoided."Most p e o p l e have the impression that there' s this wide-spread swath o f contamination w a f t i n g over th e area. That ' snot r ea l ly how it ' s d i s t r i bu t ed here," said Paul Peronard, theEPA' s on-site coordinator in Libby."The good news is, you don't have this widespread, ambientproblem," Peronard explained. "The bad news is, you havethese concentrated local problems."In years p a s t , w id e spr ead airborne asbestos dust was ahea l th hazard in Libby. Before the vermiculite mine shut downin 1990, residents recall, the town was o f t e n shadowed byclouds of the gray dust produced by mining operations. K i d swho p l a y e d s p o r t s at the ball f i e l d s near the plant where ver-micul i t e was processed and bagged for s h i p p i n g can remem-ber games being halted until the dust clouds cleared.Dr. Brad Black, the physician at the Center for AsbestosRelated Diseases, has raised a fami ly in Libby and has not h o u g h t s of leaving. Dozens of his p a t i e n t s are the p eop l e sick-ened by past exposure to asbestos."It's p e r f e c t l y clean," said Black. "I wouldn't stay here i f Ithought there were a continued problem in Libby."The dangers that do remain are far more subtle than thedust c louds of the pa s t .Exposure is l i k e l y to come f r o m breathing in asbestos f i b e r swhen t r emo l i t e , v e r m i c u l i t e ' s naturally occurring companion,is disturbed, as in the dust that's created by trucks roaring upthe old road to the mine. The road has been par t ly paved andclosed to the publ i c to prevent such exposure.The real prob l em these days , said Peronard, is in f i n d i n g theh idden traces of vermiculite di spersed around town. The sub-stance was a p o p u l a r insulation and soil product for so manyyears that it was distributed all around by former mineemployees and Libby residents who used it in their homes andyards .The key to avoiding asbes tos exposure in Libby, Peronards u g g e s t e d , is in using common sense and staying away fromspo t s known to have tremolite on the ground. He spoke of oneman who brought the mica-like rock around to schools inLibby over the years, d emons t ra t ing how the material" p o p p e d " when heated. T h a t man is now sick, said Peronard."The more f r e q u e n t , the more int imate the contact, theworse your risks are," he said.
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J U L Y 1 8 , 20I11 wvvw. m is sou h a n s o mGovernor schedules LJbby tr ip
'Apparently, following therecent instructions you
received from W.R.
Grace officials, they
forgot to give the self-

^^jjcribed industry lapdog
^ivveling instructions to

Libby. I have enclosed
them for you.'

Don W i l k l n s , member,EPA community advisorygroup In note to Martz

With residents turning up the heat, Martz to discuss cleanup with community
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NM i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau

HELENA - Amid increasing criticismover her absence on the state's mostpre s s ing environmental prob l em, Gov. JudyMartz has set aside a day for Libby earlynext month to discuss asbestos c l eanupo p t i o n s with the community.Martz w i l l travel to Libby on Aug. 8 andspend the day meeting with re s idents togather ideas about how to h a n d l e thec l eanup of the town's toxic asbestos, anaide said Tuesday. Martz has also set up a

t e l e p h o n e meet ing with the Lincoln Countycommissioners b e f or e her trip."Emotions are running high in Libbyright now and the reason for the g o v e r n o r ' svisit is to try to calm some of theseemotions," said S h a n e H e d g e s , spokesmanfor the governor.H e d g e s said the governor wants to workon hea l ing divis ions in the community overp o s s i b l e S u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n by theEnvironmental Protec t ion Agency.W h i l e Martz has not spoken withLibby's e l ec ted o f f i c i a l s or met withres idents , she did sit down in late May with

top o f f i c i a l s f r o m W.R. Grace and Co.Grace i s the company that owned Libby'snow d e f u n c t vermiculite mine, which hasbeen l inked to nearly 200 d ea th s anddozens of a sbe s to s-re lated cases of i l ln e s s .Already this month, both local newspapersin Libby have carried e d i t o r i a l s d e m a n d i n gthat Martz show up and l i s t e n to thet o w n s p e o p l e ."Martz has said she wants input f r o mthe community, but you have to wonderwhich part of the community," said a recent
See LIBBY, Page All



j»ver it pius t buy, and k i l l e d|512, an excess-revenues b i l l onaerators opposed by PPL.t T h e third condition was thatf c PSC d r o p any a t t e m p t s toe g u l a t e PPL Montana, which
a s n ' t h a p p e n e d .- :PPL a d a m a n t l y disagrees with:-> PSC assertion of au thor i ty ,nd la s t week went to f e d e r a lJ J B r t c h a l l e n g i n g i t , M c C a r t h y

put even so, he said, thatd o f i s n ' t n*ces sarf ly s top t h e d e a l ,McCarthy said. PPL is wi l l ing toproceed with the deal under'-er tain conditions, he said."Part of the contract is

Power P l a n n i n g Counci l , said ned i d n ' t believe t h e deal f o r 4 centsper ki lowatt-hour, or $40 permegawatt-hour, would be prudentunder current market conditions."Prices have gone down,"M c C a r t h y said. "Prices, as we haveseen, can go up. We think th i s is avery compe t i t iv e f ive-year deal .F r o m a corporate business
s t a n d p o i n t , PPL is makings i gn i f i can t s a c r i f i c e s to h e l p thi stransaction, the PPL o f f i c i a l said.He said PPL also is v o l u n t a r i l ys e l l i n g 20 megawatts of power for$35 per megawatt-hour for the
state power pool. The PSC isa l l o c a t i n g th i s , power to industrie s .

Arbor o f f i c e . "Even far f rom

FROM PAGE A1
f c b b y
Cont inued
e d i t o r i a l in the W e s t e r n News., . ,v,wJri a commentary in theM o n t a n i a n , E d i t o r David Lathamwrote, "Martz has not come toLibby since she took o f f i c e inJ a n u a r y and she knows nearlynothing about the asbestoss i tua t i on except for what W.R.Grace has t o ld her. I hope she..CSJh learn enough about itvicariously to make an i n f o r m e d ,i m p a r t i a l decision."' < y Other r e s id en t s have beeneven more b lunt . Late last week,Don W i l k i n s , a member o f EPA's

community advisory group forLibby, sent the governor aMontana road map showing the
route f r o m H e l e n a to Libby.A l o n g with the map, W i l k i n ssent the governor a short note:" A p p a r e n t l y , f o l l o w i n g the recentins truct ions you received f r o mW.R. Grace o f f i c i a l s , they f o r g o tto give the s e l f - d e s c r i b e d indus try
l a p d o g t r a v e l i n g ins truc t ions t oLibby. I have enclosed them foryou."

Wilkins ' note made r e f er enceto a touchy sub j e c t for Martz ,who said shor t ly a f t e r takingo f f i c e that she was not ashamedof being l a b e l e d a "lap dog" forindus try.

H e d g e s said the g o v e r n o r ' sdec i s ion to clear her schedule inearly Augus t and head to Libby
had no th ing to do with criticismf r om the community. I n s t e a d , hesaid, Martz had p lanned to go toLibby with EPA Admini s t ra t orChri s t i e T o d d Whi tman, who hasi n d e f i n i t e l y p o s t p o n e d a t r i p to
Montana.H e d g e s said t h e g o v e r n o r ' ss chedule has been packed withimportant events and this is herf i r s t chance to break away andtravel to Libby."The g o v e r n o r ' s s chedu l e i svery demanding," said H e d g e s ." W h i l e i t ' s impor tan t f o r h e r t o»be in Libby, we also have 149,000

square miles for her to cover."Martz wants to put toge ther a" l i s t en ing session" with Libbyre s ident s "to see what progre s shas been made and what progres sh a s n ' t been made."A week b e f or e her tr ip toLibby, Martz p lans a conferencecall with Lincoln County' s three
commissioners. Republican RitaW i n d o m , a commission member,said i t ' s crucial t h e governor meetwith local e l e c t ed o f f i c i a l s b e foremaking any decision on Libby'sp o t e n t i a l S u p e r f u n d des ignation."We want to make sure thatt h i n g s are not done in a hastymanner, ei ther for or against,"said Windom.

ire



M I S S O U L I A N
MISSOULA, MT 59807

D A I L Y , 31,217 S U N . , 38,397

S U P E R I O R C L I P P I N G S E R V I C EGLENDIVE, MT 406-365-6612Libby residents blast EPA o f f i c i a l suc
* Rv K A T H I FFN M f ^ l AI I f ^ H I IN r\r\r**t n;ont O T ^ r v f l i o * - trA»i»r\ f r\ cuffc** T\ncc-tl-\\\i t»nr»r1t-£n^r> »*-»*-» r-*r» T i l - * l - i m i *-il-.*ii • t 1 f\r\ ,-irt*-i^.li-. ^̂ .̂ .̂1, ,,, 1 .'.-.«• ,1 T ^U.t-^. >B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NM i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
LIBBY - F e d e r a l h ea l th and

s a f e t y agencies are s e a l i n g the cracks
t h a t a l l o w e d L i b b y ' s a s b e s t o s - f u e l e d
h e a l t h cr i s i s t o s l i p t h r o u g h f o r
decades without a t t e n t i o n , top U . S .
Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o n Agency
o f f i c i a l s said T h u r s d a y n i g h t .

But t h e i r words were l i t t l e solace
to asbestos victims and other Libby
r e s i d e n t s . T h e y t o l d th e EPA
i n s p e c t o r general and top brass theywant answers and act ion now and

d o n ' t want another town t o s u f f e rl i k e Libby.EPA I n s p e c t o r Genera l N i k k iT i n s l e y t o ld the local communityadvisory group that her inve s t iga t i on
las t year turned up evidence thatf e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s knew of prob l ems inLibby f o r years b u t d i d n ' t takeaction. The EPA began anemergency c l e a n u p in Libby 18months ago, a f t e r p u b l i s h e d r epor t slinked nearly 200 d e a t h s to asbestospoi soning f r o m the now-de func t
W.R. Grace and Co. v e rmi cu l i t emine. Since then, dozens and

p o s s i b l y h u n d r e d s more L i b b yr e s i d e n t s have been d iagno s ed w i t h
asbes tos i s .T i n s l e y said the main f a i l u r e o ff e d e r a l agencies was in a la ck ofc ommuni ca t i on about r e p o r t e d
p r o b l e m s in Libby."Government agencies d i d n ' t t a l kto each other. P e o p l e in the EPAd i d n ' t t a l k t o each other," s h e s a i d ,
n o t i n g t h a t the p r o b l e m worsened
with changes in p o l i t i c a la d m i n i s t r a t i o n s . " T h a t ' s t h e w a ygovernment works."

E P A o f f i c i a l s t o l d t h e crowd o f

about 100 p e o p l e packed i n t o Libby
C i t y H a l l f o r t h e m e e t i n g t h a t
f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s a r e p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r
s p e c i a l p a n e l s t o t a c k l e t h e p r o b l e m s
t h a t p l a g u e d L i b b y and ensure they
d o n ' t h a p p e n e l s ewher e .

But Don W i l k i n s , a member of
th e communi ty a d v i s o r y g r o u p , said
a "blue ribbon p a n e l " i s n ' t good
enough. He said th e s i t u a t i o n in
Libby demands tha t th e p r o b l e m s
w i t h i n f e d e r a l r e g u l a t o r y agenc i e s b e
f i x e d at once.

See LIBBY, Page B2



EPA says Libby already a S u p e r f u n d site
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L J NM i s s u u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
L I B B Y - T e c h n i c a l l y

K a k i n g , Libby a l r e a d y i s a
:dera l S u p e r f u n d s i t e , given t h e
n g o i n g f e d e r a l c l e a n u p work o f
:ars of a sbe s to s c o n t a m i n a t i o n

the town and o u t l y i n g areas,
ie s t a t e d i r e c t o r of the U . S .
n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n
gency said F r i d a y .The real que s t i on that

Designation on National Priorities List still in question says agency's state director
remains, said t h e E P A ' s J o h nW a r d e l l , is whether the town andsurround ing s i t e s w i l l be added tot h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t ' sN a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s List f o r l ong-term, guaranteed c l e a n u p work.He e x p l a i n e d that M o n t a n a ha sabout 400 S u p e r f u n d sites, onlyabout a dozen of which havemade it to the NPL.

M I S S O U L I A N
MISSOULA, MT 59807D A I L Y , 31,217 S U N . , 38,397

07 2001
S U P E R I O R C L I P P I N G S E R V I C E

O L E N D I V E , MT 406-3«-6«12

W a r d e l l said t h e E P A ' s c h i e fconcern for Libby is to ensuret h a t nobody today is exposed tod a n g e r o u s l e v e l s o f t r e m o l i t easbestos. Pub l i sh ed report s havel i n k e d 200 d e a t h s in thecommunity to t r e m o l i t e , a d e a d l yf orm of asbestos released inmin ing o p e r a t i o n s at the W.R.Grace and Co. v e r m i c u l i t e mine,

which shut down more than adecade ago.
S i n c e coming to town 18months ago for an emergencyc l e a n u p a c t i on , the EPA hasdiscovered several p o c k e t s ofasbestos c o n t a m i n a t i o n f r o mmine waste, i n c l u d i n g at several

Libby schools. The asbestos alsol i n g e r s in h u n d r e d s of gardens

and homes where v e r m i c u l i t e wasused in p o t t i n g s o i l s andi n s u l a t i o n .
W a r d e l l ' s comments a t a

r o u n d t a b l e d i s cu s s ion organizedby U . S . Rep. Dennis Rehbergsomewhat d i smi s s ed theargument about s t i g m a t i z i n gLibby w i t h a S u p e r f u n d tag , butd i d n ' t d i m i n i s h t h e f e a r s o f t h e

c l e a n u p . H e b r o u g h t a l o n g Rep.
J e r r y W e l l e r , R - I I I . , a member o fthe Hous e W a y s and M e a n sC o m m i t t e e who has worked onother env i ronmenta l c l e a n u pissues in his own d i s t r i c t .

"We have to t a l k a l i t t le bi tabout the f u t u r e , " Rehberg t o l dabout 100 p e o p l e who l i n e d thebleachers in t h e Libby HighSchool gym for the d i s cu s s ion.E a r l i e r in the week, them e e t i n g f o r m a t created somecontroversy f o r t h e m a k e u p o fthe pane l of s p eaker s andp l a n n e d lack o f p u b l i c d i s cu s s ion.6a In response, the congressman
added more p e o p l e to the pane l
and opened an hour to que s t i on sf rom the audience .All who spoke at the m e e t i n gagreed t h a t the town has to becleaned up. The d i v i s i o n comes in
how to do it. S e v e r a l r e s i d e n t ssaid they d o n ' t want W.R. Graceand Co. in charge of any aspect ofthe work; others say they s i m p l ywant the quickes t f ix p o s s i b l e ." W i t h o u t a d o u b t , our
economy is not in good shape,"said Bob T u n i s , d i r e c t o r of theL i n c o l n C o u n t y EconomicD e v e l o p m e n t C o u n c i l .T u n i s p r e d i c t e d t h a t w o n ' tchange, " u n t i l we have a c l e a nb i l j o f h e a l t h . "

P r o p e r t y va ju e s have d e c l i n e din Libby since the news ofasbestos d e a t h s and i l l n e s s maden a t i o n a l h e a d l i n e s in the pas ty e a r - a n d - a - h a l f . R e a l t o r BobBeagle said home sale s haves lowed and the average sale pr i c eof a home t h i s year in Libby isdown 7 percent f r o m 1999. T h a t ' si n t e r e s t i n g because home pr i c e sin all s u r r o u n d i n g areas haves t e a d i l y increased, he sa id .Rick P a l a g i o f S t . J o h n ' sL u t h e r a n H o s p i t a l notedanecdo t e s t h a t car sa le s have
d r o p p e d d r a m a t i c a l l y in Libby , ashave o ther r e t a i l o p e r a t i o n s ." W e ' v e a l l f e l t t h e cost" o fL i b b y ' s asbestos prob l ems ,Beagle sa id .

L a t e r t h i s year, R e p u b l i c a nGov. Judy M a r t z i s e x p e c t e d tot e l l the EPA w h e t h e r she agreesw i t h a d d i n g the en t i r e town ofLibby a l o n g wi th s u r r o u n d i n gs i t e s t o t h e N P L c l e a n u p l i s t . T h eEPA is working on a l i s t i n gp r o p o s a l , but M a r t z has a sort off i n a l say over the d e s i g n a t i o n .She can be overruled by the E P A ,but such act ion is rare, W a r d e l lsaid.Ear ly t h i s week, M a r t z askedthe EPA for a d e t a i l e d rundownon the science behind why Libbyneeds to be c leaned up and what
would h a p p e n t o p r o p e r t y v a l u e sw i t h an NPL l i s t i n g . .

The governor also has askedt h a t Libby r e s i d e n t s come to aconsensus about what t h e y w a n t ,

and sa id she w i l l base her
d e c i s i o n l a r g e l y on t h a t . But w i t hL i b b y s p l i t i n t o d i s t i n c t campsabout w h e t h e r to go on the NPLp r o g r a m or a l l o w W.R. Graceand Co. to c onduc t its ownc l e a n u p , consensus i s u n l i k e l y .

M i k e M u n r o , a local casinoowner, said he b e l i eve s L i n c o l nC o u n t y s h o u l d have a p u b l i c voteon the issue. A vote wou ldd e t e r m i n e where t h e m a j o r i t ys t a n d s , h e s a i d , a n d o f f e r t h e o n l yc l e a r p i c t u r e of how to movef o r w a r d .: ' A n d wherever i t f a l l s , w e ' l lhave to l i v e w i t h i t ," M u n r o sa id .But Eva T h o m p s o n , a L i b b yr e s i d e n t who ha s 21 f a m i l y
members w i t h a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e dl u n g d i s e a s e s , sa id s h e ' s n o t
w i l l i n g t o c o m p r o m i s e . S h e s a i dL i b b y cannot be c o m p a r e d toa n y o t h e r f e d e r a l c l e a n u p a c t i o ni n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , becausenowhere e l s e have so many
p e o p l e d i e d a n d been s i c k e n e d .T h o m p s o n said s h e o n l y t r u s t st h e r e g i o n a l o f f i c e o f t h e E P A t odo c l e a n u p work, becauseo f f i c i a l s t h e r e a r e t h e o n l y oneswho have a d m i t t e d t h e y knewabout a sbe s t o s p r o b l e m s inL i b b y a n d f a i l e d t o act. S t a t ea g e n c i e s and W . R . Grace haveye t t o s p e a k up and a p o l o g i z e ,she s a i d .

" I f j u s t o n e per son s p o k e u p i nt h e 1970s o r ' 8 0 s , m y s o n
w o u l d n ' t b e l i v i n g u n d e r a d e a t hs entence ," T h o m p s o n s a i d .

business community and o t h e r sthat c on t inu ing f e d e r a lenvironmental work here w i l ldampen an a lr eady weakeconomy. Cri t i c s said they f e a rf e d e r a l S u p e r f u n d c l eanup w i l ltake too long, when Libby needsto move f o r w a r d .Rehberg, a R e p u b l i c a n andM o n t a n a ' s lone congressman, s e tup th e meet ing t o gauge Libby ' ssuppor t f o r a f e d e r a l S u p e r f u n d
See L I B B Y .
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EPA buys ads to say it's OK to live in and visit Libby
LIBBY (AP) — The Envi-ronmental P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c ybegan buying a d v e r t i s e m e n t sin Libby-area n e w s p a p e r s t h i sweek saying the town is a s a f ep l a c e to l i v e or vi s i t d e s p i t ei t s a s b e s t o s contamination.Busines s p e o p l e c r i t i c i z ed

the EPA at a mee t ing twoweeks ago, accusing theagency of f a i l i n g to r e spond tor e p o r t i n g that was in error orthat e x a g g e r a t e d the a s b e s t o sp r o b l e m . T h e bu s ine s s l e a d -ers asked the EPA to t e l l thenews media that the p r o b l e m

is not w ide spr ead and thatc l e a n u p e f f o r t s a r e underway.Paul P e r o n a r d , emergencyre spon s e on-s i t e c o o r d i n a t o r ,said he c ou ld do t h a t .The a d v e r t i s e m e n t s are inr e spon s e to a que s t i on f r o m a

prospec t ive visitor to thecommunity who wondered ifit was s a f e to visit the commu-nity , buy p r o p e r t y in Libbyand live in town. He al soasked if there were areaswithin Libby that were nots a f e .



U N I T E D S T A T E S E N V I R O N M E N T A L P R O T E C T I O N A G E N C Y
R E G I O N 8 , M O N T A N A O F F I C E

F E D E R A L B U I L D I N G , 3 0 1 S . P A R K , D R A W E R 10096
H E L E N A , M O N T A N A 59626-0096

J u l y S , 2 0 0 1

Ref: 8MO
Great F a l l s T r i b u n e
104 Broadway #1
H e l e n a , MT 59601
Dear E d i t o r ,

The Environmental Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y purchased its 71 s t ad th i s week, not its f i r s t as
some newspapers reported. EPA began buying weekly ad space for an "Ask EPA" Question and
Answer s t a r t i n g in February, 2000 at the request of a member of the L i b b y Community A d v i s o r y
Group. Our l a t e s t Q&A in three local Linco ln County newspaper s on the sub j e c t of the s a f e t y of
t r a v e l i n g to or l i v i n g in L i b b y - a t o p i c of much concern in L i b b y - is one more in a series of ads
aimed at g e t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n to the L i b b y and L i n c o l n County p u b l i c , not a media campaign to
' p r o m o t e ' travel t o Libby. T h e Agency purchases these a d s t o ensure their publ i ca t ion. T h e Q ' s
and A's are a way for all community members to get t i m e l y and accurate responses to many of
th e i r recurring ques t ions and concerns. EPA also uses them to report current a c t i v i t i e s , s a m p l i n g
r e su l t s and fu tur e p lans . It is not the f i r s t time we have written about the ambient air within the
c i ty of L i b b y . And, to set the record s t ra igh t , EPA mis takenly reported that no asbestos was
d e t e c t e d in ambient air s a m p l e s taken near the mine. A s b e s t o s was d e t e c t ed in the air at the mine
s i t e and at the two pro c e s s ing centers.

N e w s report s on asbes tos contamination in Libby have o f t e n s en sa t i ona l i z ed the issues.
Sensa t i onal stories s e l l ! EPA cannot respond to each artic le or t e l ev i s i on news program that
makes the L i b b y s i tua t i on sound worse than it is. Nor can we i n d i c a t e that all areas of L i b b y are
s a f e to v i s i t . What we have done and w i l l continue d o i n g is answer the public's questions
h o n e s t l y and r e a l i s t i c a l l y . Q: Is it s a f e to travel to Libby? A: Yes, it is. I w i l l take my f a m i l y to
L i b b y in two weeks to recreate. Q: Is there a prob l em in L i b b y with asbestos contamination? A:
Yes. I won't take my f a m i l y to any of the areas in Libby that are contaminated.

Wendy Thomi
EPA Community I n v o l v e m e n t Coord ina tor
( 4 0 6 ) 4 4 1 - 1 1 5 0 x 2 4 1
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EPA about
contamination, and she intends toensure that such a designation won'tharm the local economy or empty thestate's c o f f e r s , she has told the U.S.

Qov.Judy Martz
? . . i - . ' ' -

K M H U E f i N U c L M J O H U NMJsMUtertStafe Bureau
' H E L E K A - G o v . Judy Martswants proof that soence an^ healthstandards wanWfederal Super fund'

Environmental Protection Agency.In a letter Monday to EPA -Administrator Christie Whitman,Martz asked for full details of thescientific-basis for a S u p e r f u n d . :designation and what such an actionmight C0?t the state. She noted thatunder the Super fund program, thestate could be liable for up to 10percent of the total clean-up costs.Martz also wants to know precisely

S u p e r f u n d l i s t ing
wh*t has happened to other townsplaced on f t i eEPA's NationalPriorities Eist, more commonlyknown as the Super fund program."It is essential that I have ascomplete a|) understanding aspossible of Jhe federal rules regardingasbestos exposure and cleanup as wellas the implications of p la c ing amunicipality or largeresidential/commercial area on the

National Priorities List in order toconsult with your agency in the ,,decision-making process with respect
to Libby," Martz wrote. .'-'-The governor wants, a fyll brief ingo n t h e issue b y a "senior s t a f f • ' ' • 'member" from EPA t j eadqupr tOK,Tbut she made it clear she doeWtwaotthat br i e f ing from anybody on the.""

artz
Continued
E P A ' s Libby team. I n h e r l e t t e r ,v iar t z said she want s th e d e t a i l s
rom someone "who has not beennvolved d ir e c t ly in the Libbynatter."

"I want to make sure I have an>bjective u n d e r s t a n d i n g of theJ b b y s i tua t i on so that I can f a i r l yidvise and respond to the p e o p l en the community," Martz said.Her reference hinted at thel ivisiveness in Libby over how
«st to contain the town'sl a r m f u l contamination.In recent months, EPAo f f i c i a l s on the ground in Libby
tiave said t h a t S u p e r f u n d

d e s i g n a t i o n for the town andr e l a t e d mine p r o p e r t i e s i s thebest o p t i o n and would guaranteel o n g - t e r m f e d e r a l f u n d i n g a n dcommitment to the c l eanup. As its tands , another emergencyp r o j e c t could come along andbump Libby to a lower p r i o r i t y ont h e E P A ' s radar. T h e agency i sworking through propo sa l s to addLibby to the S u p e r f u n d list, but •M o n t a n a ' s Republ i can governorw i l l have the f i n a l say over anysuch des ignation.T h e E P A ' s emergencyresponse crew has been cleaningup widespread asbestoscontamination in Libby since l a t e1999, When publ i shed reportsl inked waste from the nearbyW.R. Grace and Co. vermiculitemine to nearly 200 deaths . The

mine, which shut down more thana decade ago, produceddangerous t r e m o l i t e asbes tos t h a thas been tied to dozens andp o s s i b l y h u n d r e d s of cases ofasbestosis among f ormer mineworkers and Libby re s ident s . Theasbestos is a n a t u r a l l y occurringsubstance that was released intothe air dur ing the m i l l i n g ofvermiculite, another naturalsubstance used for i n s u l a t i o n andp o t t i n g soils.Since dozens of homes andgardens in Libby are filled withasbestos-laden insulation andp o t t i n g soi l , the EPA has saidthat a massive c l eanup ofr e s ident ia l areas is needed alongwith action at the mine site andother more heavily contaminatedareas. EPA o f f i c i a l s have

sugge s t ed two S u p e r f u n d s i t e s -one c o n t a i n i n g the town, theother encompassing mine
p r o p e r t i e s .S h a n e H e d g e s , chie f p o l i c yadvisor to Martz, said thegovernor is l ook ing for i n p u tf r o m all s ides of the issue.H e d g e s said the EPA will be j u s tone source of i n f o r m a t i o n forMartz as she makes her decision.Martz also met recently with thechie f executive o f f i c e r of W.R.Grace and Co., along with othercompany o f f i c i a l s , and has saidshe wants input from Libbyre s ident s about what to do.Martz has not been to Libbysince taking o f f i c e in J a n u a r y , butH e d g e s said she is p lanning tovisit "sooner, rather than later"t h i s summer. The governor had

been w a i t i n g to vi s i t Libby wi thW h i t m a n , who r e c e n t l y said shewon' t make i t t o Montana th i ssummer.I n h e r l e t t e r M o n d a y , M a r t zou t l in ed several of her concernswith S u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n .F i r s t , she said, she wants to makesure that the s c i e n t i f i c evidenceand f e d e r a l s t andard s forasbestos exposure warrant such ad r a m a t i c s t ep. The governor saidshe also wants s p e c i f i c d e t a i l sabout what the s tate might endu p p a y i n g f o r i f t h e E P A i s n ' tsuccessful in a t t empt s to recoverc l e a n u p costs f r o m W.R. Graceand Co., which f i l e d forbankrupt cy pro t e c t i on f r o mcreditors th i s year.Martz said that if the scienceand h e a l t h s t a n d a r d s reports she

r e q u e s t e d c o n f i r m E P A ' s l e a n i n gtoward c r e a t i n g a S u p e r f u n d s i t earound Libby, she then wantse x p l i c i t d e t a i l s o f what o th e rtowns have done a f t e r b e ingplac ed on the l i s t . EPA s t u d i e shave shown t h a t p r o p e r t y value s
tend to drop with a S u p e r f u n dl i s t i n g , then recover and even riseonce the c l e a n u p nearscomplet ion.The governor even went so faras to ask whether the S u p e r f u n dprogram could h a n d l e purchas ingall the homes and businesses inLibby. EPA o f f i c i a l s have saidt a l k has c i r cu la t ed moving the :ent ire town, but such an o p t i o n isnot f ea s i b l e .Martz is not expected to makeany decision on S u p e r f u n d s ta tusf or Libby u n t i l l a t e t h i s year.
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J U L 0 3 i m
S U P E R I O R C L I P P I N G S E R V I C E
GLENDIVE, MT 406-365-6612ERA chief cancelsj \ [ .visit to Montana

Whitman says she still wants to see Libby
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NM i s s o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau
H E L E N A - U . S .Environmenta l P r o t e c t i o nAgency A d m i n i s t r a t o r C h r i s t i eT o d d W h i t m a n w i l l n o t visi tM o n t a n a t h i s summer to in sp e c tenv ironmenta l damage in Libbya n d n o r t h e a s t e r n M o n t a n a ' sZ o r t m a n and Landusky mines,but the M a r t z a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ish o p i n g s h e ' l l make t h e t r i p t h i sf a l l .G o v . J u d y M a r t z askedW h i t m a n ear ly t h i s year to cometo Libby , where asbestosexpo sure f r o m the f o rmer W.R.Grace and Co. v e rmi cu l i t e minehas been linked to dozens ofd e a t h s and cases of i l l n e s s .M a r t z al so wants W h i t m a n tosee the Z o r t m a n and L a n d u s k ymines, where the s t a t e is havingt r o u b l e a f f o r d i n g ac omprehen s iv e c l e a n u p . M a r t zt o l d the EPA ch i e f that the s ta t eneeds f e d e r a l as s i s tance f o r t h eZortman p r o j e c t .I n a J u n e l e t t e r t o M a r t z ,W h i t m a n said s c h e d u l i n gcommitments won' t allow her t oaccept M a r t z ' s inv i ta t i on " i n t h ecoming few months." W h i t m a nsaid she s t i l l wants to see thea f f e c t e d areas and w i l l try tomake it to M o n t a n a l a t e r . '"I look f orward toaccompanying you to the s i t e s inq u e s t i o n and c o n t i n u i n g ourd i s c u s s i o n r e g a r d i n g t h ep r o g r e s s a l r e a d y made there asw e l l a s the issues s t i l l awa i t ingr e s o l u t i o n , " W h i t m a n wrote." U n t i l t h e n , I w i l l continue tom o n i t o r E P A ' s ongoingi n v o l v e m e n t in h e l p i n g toa d d r e s s t h e s e issues."" W e w i l l k e e p t r y i n g ! " s h ea d d e d in a h a n d w r i t t e n note ont h e b o t t o m o f t h e l e t t e r .S h a n e H e d g e s , t h e g o v e r n o r ' sc h i e f p o l i c y advi sor , said the

get W h i t m a n to M o n t a n a assoon as S e p t e m b e r .I n N o v e m b e r 1999, t h e E P Abegan a l a r g e - s c a l e emergencyc l e a n u p i n L i b b y , f o l l o w i n gp u b l i s h e d r e p o r t s l i n k e d t h et o w n ' s v e r m i c u l i t e mine t on e a r l y 200 d e a t h s . S i n c e t h e n ,f e d e r a l agenc i e s have c o n d u c t e ds e l f - a u d i t s a n d r e p o r t e d t h a th e a l t h r e g u l a t o r s at the s t a t e andf e d e r a l l e v e l s knew o f a s b e s t o sd a n g e r s i n L i b b y a n d d i d n ' t a c ta g g r e s s i v e l y enough t o p r o t e c tmine workers and r e s i d e n t s .The EPA current ly i s p u t t i n gt o g e t h e r a p r o p o s a l t o l i s t L i b b yand s u r r o u n d i n g mine s i t e s on itsS u p e r f u n d p r i o r i t y c l e a n u p l i s t .A l t h o u g h W h i t m a n w o n ' t b e i nL i b b y t h i s summer to assess thep r o b l e m s f i r s t h a n d , k e y E P Ao f f i c i a l s w i l l meet w i t h r e s i d e n t sl a t e r t h i s month.S t e v e L u f t i g , w h o h e a d s t h eE P A ' s S u p e r f u n d p r o g r a m , w i l lbe par t of a c ommuni ty m e e t i n gin L i b b y on July 12, a l o n g w i t hE P A I n s p e c t o r G e n e r a l N i k k iT i n s l e y a n d S u s a n H a z e n , heado f t h e a g e n c y ' s T o x i c S u b s t a n c e sProgram, according to thef e d e r a l agency.M a r t z , a R e p u b l i c a n e l e c t e dl a s t fa l l , ha s no t been to L i b b ysince s h e took o f f i c e . H e r s t a f fhas sa id she p r e f e r s to make thet r i p w i t h W h i t m a n a n d o t h e ro f f i c i a l s . G i v e n t h e w a y t h a tS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n works,M a r t z w i l l have near f i n a l s a y o nw h e t h e r L i b b y a n d s u r r o u n d i n gareas are c l e a n e d up u n d e r thep r o g r a m . . — —



l i l i h wM . _ _ — —

C o n t i n u e d
d i s c u s s t h e t o w n ' s a s b e s t o s cr i s i s ,but the g o v e r n o r h e r s e l f has notbeen to L i b b y since she took
o f f i c e i n J a n u a r y .S h a n e H e d g e s , p o l i c y advi s erto the governor, said M a r t z wantsto f i n d agreement among Libbyr e s i d e n t s about a S u p e r f u n dd e s i g n a t i o n t o g u a r a n t e e f e d e r a lc l e a n u p of years of asbestosc o n t a m i n a t i o n produced by theW.R. Grace and Co. vermicul i t emine. Martz w i l l have s ome th ingakin to veto power over anu p c o m i n g U . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a lP r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y p r o p o s a l t op l a c e L i b b y and s u r r o u n d i n gmine s i t e s on the S u p e r f u n dp r i o r i t y c l e a n u p l i s t ." W h a t w e ' r e t r y i n g t o d o i s g e ta consensus w i t h the p e o p l e inLibby," said H e d g e s . " U n t i lt h e y ' r e o n t h e same p a g e about•what needs t o b e done , t h ey can ' texpect the congress ionald e l e g a t i o n , the EPA and W.R.Grace to be on the same page."Libby r e s id en t s are far f rombeing on the same page. Some,l i k e G a y l a B e n e f i e l d and othermembers o f t h e E P A ' scommunity advisory group,b e l i ev e S u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n i sth e o n l y p a t h toward making th etown s a f e ."I p e r s o n a l l y f e e l the on ly wayw e ' l l ever have a c lean b i l l o fh e a l t h in Libby is if the EPAcomes in and does the c leanup,"said B e n e f i e l d , whose p a r e n t sdied o f a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d l u n gdisease.Others are critical of thestigma S u p e r f u n d s tatus wi l l give.Libby. In a recent l e t t e r to theed i t or of the local Wes t e rn Newsnewspaper, Howard M c D o n a l d ,executive d irec tor of the areaChamber of Commerce, saidp r o b l e m s in L i b b y have beenoverblown."Our s i t u a t i o n is much akin toa s i t u a t i o n whereby a t ornadoh i t s a community," wroteM c D o n a l d . "There can bec a s u a l t i e s , i n j u r y and p r o p e r t ydamage. But when it is over, thecommunity r e b u i l d s , t e n d s t o i t scasual t i e s and the i n j u r e d . "W h i l e M a r t z w i l l have theu l t i m a t e say on S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g ,some Libby re s ident s f e a r thatW.R. Grace and Co. a l r e a d y hasher a t t e n t i o n . T h e y note t h a tMartz has not v i s i t ed Libby, eventhough she was nearby in May ata Eureka f e s t i v a l to s u p p o r t thetimber industry'. On May 30 she

i . w i t h the c h i e f e x e c u t i v e* f t r f i c e r of W.R. Grace and Co.,
r u f f l i n g many f e a t h e r s i n Libby." W e d o n ' t r e a l l y have a n ycommunication w i t h her," saidB e n e f i e l d .H e d g e s , meanwhi l e , notedt h a t community members haveyet to get to the governor ap r i o r i t y l i s t o f propo s ed ac t ionst h a t s h e r e q u e s t e d f r o m th emd u r i n g t h e F e b r u a r y m e e t i n g i nH e l e n a . T h e c o m m u n i t y adv i s o ryg r o u p d i d give a p r i o r i t y l i s t t oDemocrat U . S . S e n . Max Baucuswhen he was in L i b b y in April.B e n e f i e l d , who has become aprimary spokesman for the victimsof asbes tos p o i s o n i n g in Libby,said th er e ' s been widespreadspe cu la t i on in the town that W.R.Grace and Co. CEO Paul J.Norri s met with Martz on May 30to convince her to let the companydo its own c l eanup ofcontaminated s i t e s in Libby.H e d g e s said th e m e e t i n g wa san e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t encounter.He said the governor r eque s t edth e m e e t i n g w i th N o r r i s t o l e thim know that she e xpe c t ed W.R.Grace and Co. to fulfi l l i t sr e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s in M o n t a n a .H e d g e s said the d i s cus s ion barelytouched upon the l o o m i n gS u p e r f u n d issue. Aiso inat t endance at the mee t ing were aGrace vice p r e s i d e n t , s ta t e Sen.Bill Crismore, R-Libby, and anA s s o c i a t e d Press reporter." W e ' r e do ing everything i nour power to make sure t h a tGrace is go ing to c on t inue to be ap a r t n e r in c l e a n u p there," saidH e d g e s .He said the governor wantedto ensure tha t W.R. Grace andCo. would cont inue i t s h e a l t hprogram, h e a l t h p l a n f o r t h ec o m m u n i t y ' s long-term h e a l t h -care needs and address allnecessary c l e a n u p . The governorw a s s a t i s f i e d w i t h G r a c e ' sanswers, H e d g e s a d d e d .The EPA has been c l ean ingup contaminat ion in Libby sincel a t e 1999, under a f e d e r a lemergency ac t i on program. Theagency has sued W.R. Grace andCo. to recover its costs forc l e a n u p , wh i ch have shot p a s t $10m i l l i o n t o d a t e .H e d g e s said M a r t z i s w a i t i n gfor word f r o m EPAA d m i n i s t r a t o r C h r i s t i e W h i t m a nabout a p o s s i b l e t r i p to Libbyl a t e r t h i s summer. M o n t a n a ' scongres s ional d e l e g a t i o n al sowould be i n c l u d e d in the v i s i t ,which would l i k e l y i n c l u d e am e e t i n g with Libby r e s id en t s tohear t h e i r concerns.

E P A o f f i c i a l s h a w K H I ' H th«»«i

h o p e t o h a V V . j u p e r f u n d l i s t i n gp r o p o s a l ready f o r p u b l i ccomment near the end of theyear. M e a n w h i l e , M a r t z w i l l
review all the s c i e n t i f i c
i n f o r m a t i o n a n d p u b l i c i n p u t
a v a i l a b l e , said H e d g e s .

B e n e f i e l d said she b e l i eve s the
answer is c l e a r - c u t , as ne i th er thes t a t e nor local government have
the k ind o f money i t w i l l t a k e t o
rid L i b b y o f asbes tosc o n t a m i n a t i o n ." W e ' v e g o t o n e window o f
o p p o r t u n i t y to do t h i s r i g h t , " saidB e n e f i e l d . " I f i t i s n ' t done r igh t ,
who can l i v e w i th th emse lve s in20 years if we make a mistake?"
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Asbestos d i d n ' t ruin Libby;the fu ture remains bright
B y H O W A R D M c D O N A L D

T here h a s been much d i s c u s s i o n o f l a t ec o n c e r n i n g t h e " a s b e s t o s p r o b l e m " i nL i b b y . I n m a n y r e s p e c t s , i t h a s become af e e d i n g f r e n z y f o r t h e m e d i a a n d o n l y t h en e g a t i v e s i d e o f t h e s i t u a t i o n i s b e i n g t o l d . T h e r ei s a n o t h e r , more p o s i t i v e s id e .
L i b b y i s a l i v e a n d w e l l . I ^ — — — — — —have l i k e n e d t h e s i t u a t i o n t o a

s i m i l a r p r o b l e m a t B u t t e .
S u p p o s e y o u p i c k e d u p t h eM o n t a n a S t a n d a r d a n d r e a d :
" P e o p l e d y i n g o f s i l i c o s i s a n do t h e r l u n g d i s e a s e s ; B u t t em i n e s a r e t o b l a m e ! " Y o u m i g h t
d o u b t t h e h e a d l i n e , b u t i t i s
t r u e . H o w e v e r , t h e c a u s e s o fB u t t e d e a t h s d u e t o s i l i c o s i s
a n d o t h e r l u n g d i s e a s e s a r e
h i s t o r y . T h e s i t u a t i o n here i nL i b b y i s much t h e same. P e o p l ehere d o have a s b e s t o s i s a n d r e l a t e d m a l a d i e s .
T h e r e have been f o l k s w h o have d i e d o f t h e s ed i s e a s e s . But you c a n n o t g e t t h e m now. u n l e s s , o f
c our s e , you go t o t h e o ld mine s i t e and d ig
a r o u n d i n t h e g r o u n d a n d w a l l o w i n t h e d i r t .Our s i t u a t i o n i s much a k i n to when a t o r n a d o
o r o t h e r d i s a s t e r h i t s a c o m m u n i t y . T h e r e c a n b e
c a s u a l t i e s , i n j u r y a n d p r o p e r t y d a m a g e . B u t ,

The air and water in
Libby is probably as
clean, or cleaner, than
any city in Montana. We
woittd not be living here
if (he general population
thought there were a
probtem.*______

when i t ' s a l l over, t h e c o m m u n i t y r e b u i l d s , t e n d st o i t s c a s u a l t i e s a n d t h e i n j u r e d a n d l i f e goe s o n .T h o s e who are c o n c e r n e d may w i s h to c h e c kt h e M a y E P A " F a c t S h e e t " c o n c e r n i n g t h e l o c a ls c h o o l s a n d p u b l i c s p a c e s . T h e r e p o r t shows n op r o b l e m s e n c o u n t e r e d d u r i n g t h e E P A s a m p l i n g ,e s p e c i a l l y a t t h e L i b b y s c h o o l s .T h e a i r a n d w a t e r i n L i b b y^ ^ — — — — — — — i s p r o b a b l y a s c l e a n , o r
c l e a n e r , t h a n a n y c i t y i nM o n t a n a . W e w o u l d n o t b e
l i v i n g h er e i f t h e g e n e r a lp o p u l a t i o n t h o u g h t t h e r e werea p r o b l e m . T h e a s b e s t o s i s s u eh a s been m a g n i f i e d b y t h em e d i a a n d t h e r e h a s b e enl i t t l e c o v e r a g e g i v e n t o t h eo t h e r s i d e o f t h e i s s u e , e x c e p ti n o u r l o c a l n e w s p a p e r s a n d
r a d i o ._________ I ' d i n v i t e y o u t o come t o
L i b b y a n d s e e f o r y o u r s e l f .T o x i c d u s t i s n o t b l o w i n g i n t h e s t r e e t . T h e g r a s si s g r e e n , the air i s c l e a n and we do not f e e l wes h o u l d p u b l i c i z e o r a m p l i f y a p r o b l e m t h a t i sm a i n l y i n t h e p a s t t e n s e , a n d where i t i s n o t , t h e

p r o b l e m i s b e i n g a d d r e s s e d .
Howard McDonald is executive director of the

Libby Area Chamber of Commerce.



Libby debates S u p e r f u n d
I Some fear designation would
\furtherharm the community

B y E R I C K A S C H E N C K S M I T H
M i s s o t i l i . i n S l . i l r I ' . i I P M I i

L I B B Y - L v e r y o n c a g r e e s s o m e t h i n g i m i s lbe done about a s b e s t o s c o n t a m i n a t i o n inL i b b y , b u t p e o p l e have m i x e d f e e l i n g s about
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f t h e i r t o w n b e i n g d e c l a r e d aS u p e r f u n d s i t e .

" W e ' v e g o t u b i g power s t r u g g l e g o i i m on."

e o m i i i i n i i i v a c t i v i s t ( i a y l a B e n e f i e l d sa id .
Ucne l i e l c l , who l o s t bo th o f h e r p a r e n t s t o

a s b c s l o s - i d a i c c l d i s e a s e , s u p p o r t s S u p e r f u n d
l i s t i n g l o i I i b b y . U n l o t h e r s b e l i ev e i t ' s
p o s s i b l e t o l i x t h e p r o b l e m w i t h o u t c a l l i n g s o
much a t t e n t i o n t o i t .

T h e U . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n
A g e n c y has been w o r k i n g in Libby since 1999
news r e p o r t s r e v e a l e d t h a t h u n d r e d s o f
p e o p l e a r e i l l because o f exposure t ot r e m o l i t e a s b e s t o s , a c o n t a m i n a n t o f th e
v e r m i c u l i t e o r e mined here f or decades. The

mine, f o r m e r l y owned by W.R. Grace andCo., closed in 1990 but was once the world'sl a r g e s t s u p p l i e r o f v e r m i c u l i t e , used toi n s u l a t e homes and c o n d i t i o n soi l .Las t m o n t h , E P A o f f i c i a l s said t h e i r i n i t i a l
See LIBBY, Page A8

Workers remove a sbe s to s-contaminated soilf r o m the f o r m e r locat ion o f a screening p l a n t forthe W.R. Grace and Co. v e r m i c u l i t e mine nearLibby.
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E R I C K A S C H E N C K S M I T H / M l M O u U . n Slat . Bureau

L i b b y
< o n t i n u i ' d

i ! i h ' . I - - i n I i N n i n d i c a t e t h e
l i i i ! i i u u m,i\ i | i i a h l y l o r' i M | v i i u n i l s t a i n s . I 5 u i i t w i l l b e

• i - u - i a l m o n t h s b e f o r e t h e agency
c t M I I C S m i l \ \ i t h a p r o p o s a l f o rlisting, and it w i l l be several
m o n t h s a f t e r t h a t b e f o r e a f i n a l
d e c i s i o n is made.D u r i n g t h a t t i m e , Gov. J u d yM a r t z w i l l have a chance to weigh
in. EPA p o l i c y gives her some say
i n n e w M o n t a n a S u p e r f u n d
l i s t i n g s , and she has made it c l ear
t h a t t h e p e o p l e o f L i b b y w i l l
i n f l u e n c e her.

"We want to t a k e the i n p u t o f
t h e c i t i z e n s o f Libby t o d e t e r m i n e
a c o o p e r a t i v e course of a c t i on to
addre s s the needs of the
communi ty." M a r t z spoke sman
S h a n e H e d g e s said l a s t week.

For th e p a s t two years , th e EPA
h a s been p a y i n g f o r t h e Libby
c l e a n u p ou t o f emergencyresponse f u n d s a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h
t h e S u p e r f u n d program. I f t h e
area were l i s t e d as a S u p e r f u n d

government would try to recoverf r o m Grace.E P A , s t a t e a n d local o f f i c i a l ssay they are unsure where themoney would come f r o m ifS u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g i s d e n i e d .Because o f t h e a r e a ' s h i g h n a t i o n a lp r i o r i t y wi th in the EPA, agencyof f i c ia l s say they be l ieve thef e d e r a l government would be ableto provide continued f u n d i n g .And many Libby res idents saythey believe Grace will u l t i m a t e l ycome forward with the money,regardle s s of a recent bankruptcyfiling by the company. Graceo f f i c i a l s say they have made acommitment to the communityt h a t they w i l l honor.Many p e o p l e in Libby say theyare wai t ing for more f a c t s b e f o r et h e y f orm any strong opinions . Butl i n e s are being drawn. T h e r e arethose , like B e n e f i e l d , who wantS u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g and an EPAc l e a n u p t h a t may la s t a decade ormore. And there are those whod o n ' t want t h e s t igma o fS u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g a t t a c h e d t o t h e i rhometown.Terry Andree s s en , a l o n g t i m eresident and owner of T i m b e r l i n e

Lee State Bureau, he wrote t h a t at h o r o u g h inve s t iga t ion and quickc l e a n u p are a b s o l u t e l y necessary."If a S u p e r f u n d c l eanup can bea c c o m p l i s h e d w i t h i n two to threeyears maximum, and closure of theasbes tos issue can begin, wes h o u l d all be in f a v o r of S u p e r f u n dc l a s s i f i c a t i o n , " he wrote.But, he a d d e d : "If Libby i sd e c l a r e d a S u p e r f u n d site at th i sp o i n t , and we are l o o k i n g at 12 to15 years b e f or e we can beginclosure, our community w i l l d i e . . . .It would be even a greater t ragedyto l iv e in such a b e a u t i f u l p la c eand be forced to live with thes t i g m a of a S u p e r f u n d site."T h e town, s i t t i n g a l o n g t h eedge o f t h e K o o t e n a i N a t i o n a lF o r e s t , draws p e o p l e who are ont h e i r way to p l a y in the nearbyoutdoors , and the e f f e c t of aS u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g on touri sm inLibby concerns a number ofp e o p l e .Bud J o u r n e y , owner of Expre s s, P h o t o , said a S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g

"might scare o f f some t o u r i s t s . "But he said he doesn't want a t e a rof l o s t t o u r i s m to h i n d e r thec l eanup , and he wants the EPA toc o n t i n u e t h e work i t ' s been d o i n g ."I would l i k e for th em to dowhatever t h e y can do." he sa id .But not everyone agrees t h a tthe EPA s h o u l d be c l e a n i n g upa f t e r Grace.L i b b y ' s R e p u b l i c a n S e n . B i l lCrismore said Grace , w i t h EPAovers ight , s h o u l d be a l l owed toc lean up whatever messes i t l e f tbeh ind . The j ob w i l l g e t donef a s t e r and cheaper if a p r i v a t ecompany is in charge, he said."W.R. Grace did one of thec l e a n u p s here, and the EPA t o l dth em what t o d o a n d O K ' d i t wheai t was done, and t h e y did i t for af r a c t i o n of the cost t h a t EPA
s p e n d s d o i n g it." Cri smore sa id ."Grace shou ld be the ones d o i n gthe c l e a n u p , and Grace s h o u l d bep a y i n g f o r i t . because t h a t ' s t h e i r
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . "N o r m a l l v . whoever caused the

c o n t a m i n a t i o n i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r
the c l e a n u p and any as soc iatedco s t s , said Doug S k i e , d i r e c t o r o ft h e S u p e r f u n d Preparednes sA s s e s s m e n t s and EmergencyRespons e in t h i s region. And,a l t h o u g h the company and EPAa r e h a g g l i n g over w h a t ' s l e f t t o b edone , Grace has c leaned up a s i t ea l o n g the ra i l r oad tracks on theo u t s k i r t s of town."The r e s pon s i b l e par ty i salways given an o p p o r t u n i t y toc l ean up the site," S k i e said. "Ift h e y are u n w i l l i n g or unable to dothe c l e a n u p , then the EPA s t e p s
in." W.R. Grace threw a wrench in
the sy s t em when i t f i l e d f or
b a n k r u p t c y earl i er th i s year, c i t i n gthe r i s i n g costs of asbes tosl i t i g a t i o n n a t i o n w i d e . T h e E P Ahas since sued the company forS 1 0 m i l l i o n t h e agency h a s a l r e a d ys p e n t on c l e a n u p , p l u s any f u t u r e
costs.R e g a r d l e s s o f t h e b a n k r u p t c yf i l i n g a n d l a w s u i t , G r a c e ' s

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e in L i b b y said thecompany s t i l l wants t o p l a y ab igger role in the c l e a n u p . • ""They ( t h e E P A ) j u s t s a y t h a tt h e y d o n ' t t r u s t u s a n d t h e r e f o r et h e y ' r e g o i n g t o d o i t ," A l a nS t r i n g e r s a id . " T h a t d o e s n ' t h o l dw a t e r . ' 'I f t h e E P A would s i m p l yi d e n t i f y s p e c i f i c l o c a t i o n s t h a t ar,ea risk to the community, thec ompany would taker e s p o n s i b i l i t y , he said.B u t many p e o p l e d o n ' t trustGrace to do the j ob .J o u r n e y said h e ' s n o t sureanyone wi l l get it done r i g h t - butt h a t he worries Grace woulds i m p l y do i t w i t h the l ea s t expensep o s s i b l e .
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EPA wants Libby bu i ld ing s demolished
Assoc ia t ed Press p r e r o g a t i v e , a n d w e ' l l have t o comply."LIBBY - W.R. Grace and Co. spent ^ Jhc^EPA approved Grace's cleanup p lanabout $2 m i l l i o n la s t year to decontami«4rte*^ast fall. However , d u r i n g the winter,f i v e b u i l d i n g s at a f ormer vermiculite exportp l a n t near downtown Libby of any asbestosresidue.N o w , th e Environmenta l Prot e c t i onAgency wants the company to d emol i sh thecity-owned b u i l d i n g s , where asbestosc o n t a m i n a t i o n was discovered early in 2000.C o m p a n y o f f i c i a l s maintain t h e b u i l d i n g sa r e n ' t a h e a l t h risk."We know of no reason to tear themdown. We fe l t we s u c c e s s f u l l y cleanedthem," Grace spokesman A l a n S t r i n g e rsa id . " T h e y can order u s t o do i t ; tha t ' s t h e i r

asbestos f i b e r s continued to f i l t e r out ofcracks in the wood, EPA on-sitecoordinator Paul Peronard said." T h e y d i d n ' t c lean well ," h e said. "Rightnow, we 'r e t r y i n g t o resolve a s a t i s f a c t o r yrestoration plan."S t r i n g e r a c k n o w l e d g e d tha t asbes tosf i b e r s were f o u n d th i s s p r i n g around thef o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e b u i l d i n g s .Grace and EPA o f f i c i a l s are workingwith the c i ty and f o r m e r t e n a n t s Mel andJ u d y Burne t t t o d e v e l o p a p l a n f o r t h ep r o p e r t y .

The B u r n e t t s ' r e ta i l lumber business andp l a n i n g mill was relocated to U . S . 2 inLibby last summer, a n d i t ' s n o t known i f t h ebusiness will move back to its previousl o ca t i on once i t ' s deemed clean.V e r m i c u l i t e was processed and baggedthere for decade s , causing asbestoscontaminat ion, p a r t i c u l a r l y in the soi l .Contaminated soil has been hauled back tothe vermicul i t e mine near Libby.The EPA is coordinat ing t e s t ing andc l e a n u p at several Libby s i t e s t h i s summer,i n c l u d i n g various schools and f a c i l i t i e s .P e f o n a r d wants a l l th e school t e s t i n gdone and p r o b l e m s remedied b e f o r e c la s s e sbegin in the fall. .___
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S U M M A R Y :Designa t i onas a" S u p e r f u n d "site is thesurest s t eptowardensur ingL i b b y ' sf u t u r e .

T he community of Libby and stateagencies are debating whether to seekformal des ignation for the town as af e d e r a l "Super fund" site under theEnvironmental Protection A g e n c y ' shazardous-waste cleanup program.People who hold any hope for Libby'sfu ture should lobby like hell to get the townli s t ed as a S u p e r f u n d site.Asbestos from W.R. Grac e ' s vermiculitemine near Libby has sickened and killedhundreds o f p e op l e . A l t h o u g h t h e m i n e ' sshut down, extensive cleanup is necessary toeliminate the threat posed by asbestosalready dis tributed in the area. Cleanupe f f o r t s to date already have cost more than$10 million. No one can say what theultimate costs might be. W.R. Grace,meanwhile, has f i l e d for bankruptcy.

Maybe cleanup e f f o r t s will turn out to beeasier and cheaper than expected. MaybeW.R. Grace will emerge from bankruptcywith solid finances and a newfoundcommitment to do right by the p e o p l e ofLibby. But we sure wouldn't bet the town onit. The surest way to get the job done - anddone right - is through S u p e r f u n d .The s tate of Montana doesn't have themoney needed to ensure Libby's future.Local taxpayers couldn't begin to f o o t thebi l l . Through S u p e r f u n d , th e f e d e r a lgovernment will make sure W.R. Gracedoes w h a t e v e r ' s necessary, or the f ederalgovernment i t s e l f will do the job.Some Libby boosters worry about thestigma attached to de s ignation as aS u p e r f u n d site. But the stigma comes withthe problem, not the solution. Libby's

reputation as an industrial k i l l i n g f i e l dalready is well e s tabl i shed. No amount ofhappy talk or marketing gimmicks are goingto persuade p e o p l e to overlook thepotential danger associated with asbestoscontamination. W h i l e some of the risks topeop l e visiting Libby undoubtedly havebeen overstated, any risk of exposure is toogreat for many p e o p l e . Libby will remain aplace many p e o p l e avoid until thecommunity obtains a clean bill of health.The goal here isn't to be a S u p e r f u n dsite. Rather, i t ' s t o become a formerS u p e r f u n d site - a place that once wascontaminated but since has been cleanedup. Lacking the ab i l i ty to do that l o c a l l y orwith state resources - or to make sure W.R.Grace does the job - the best approach is toenlist t h e E P A ' s h e l p .



EPA: Libbybetter off asS u p e r f u n d
Martz has big role in decision ^

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H U NM i s s o u l i a n Sta t e Bureau 0f-LIBBY - F e d e r a l S u p e r f u n d status is the bestway to ensure cleanup of Libby's widespreadasbestos contamination, but the f ina l decision willcome down to state and local o f f i c i a l s - pr imari lyGov. J u d y Martz, U . S . Environmental Protect ionAgency leaders t o ld local re s idents Thursday."It' s a very contentious process," DavidW i l l i a m s , S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g coordinator f o r t h eEPA's regional o f f i c e in Denver, told a packedmeeting o f th e EPA's Libby community advisorygroup. "It's also very much a community-drivenprocess." (_Several supporters of S u p e r f u n d status for Libbywere m i f f e d to learn that Martz and s tateenvironmental o f f i c i a l s could have veto power over Jthe de s ignat ion. They c o m p l a i n e d that s t a t eo f f i c i a l s denied for years that there was any •problem with the W.R. Grace and Co. Zono l i t emine and they have not been a major p layer incleanup over the past 18 months. In recent years,mining operations have been linked to dozens ofasbestos-related deaths and illnesses among formermine workers and Libby residents."These are the same people who may end up
See S U P E R F U N D , PageA6



S u p e r f u n d
Continued
making the decision over whatgoes on here," said G a y l eB e n e f i e l d . "It makes me veryuncomfortable."Said Neil Bauer, "I f i n d ita p p a l l i n g that the governorwould have absolute power overwhat happens."Martz admini s tra t ion o f f i c i a l scould not be reached forcomment la t e T h u r s d a y .In the coming months, theEPA will discuss with theg o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e and stateDepartment of EnvironmentalQuality how best to handle theproblems in Libby, EPA o f f i c i a l ssaid. The f ed e ra l agency l ike lywill develop a proposal to list thetown and adjacent mine sites ont h e E P A ' s National. Priorities-List, then take the issue out forpublic.comment. They will meetwith the Martz administrationand encourage residents to maketheir f e e l i n g s known- to thegovernor about the potentialS u p e r f u n d sites. r^-Paul Peronard, E P A ' s on-sitecoordinator for Libby, said thegovernor has near-veto powerover S u p e r f u n d l i s t ings becausefor years, state and local o f f i c i a l shave demanded greater localcontrol over such h i g h - p r o f i l epro j e c t s . W i l l i a m s noted that inrecent years, the regional EPAo f f i c e has made 14 S u p e r f u n d l i s trecommendations and all wereaccepted by Western governors -f ive by former Montana Gov.Marc Racicot.And, W i l l i a m s said, while theg o v e r n o r ' s support is crucial towhat happens in Libby, the EPAcould override a decision iff ed era l o f f i c i a l s believe theproblem is serious enough. But

that's only happened once in thepast six years since EPA startedits drive to garner local supportf o r p r o j e c t s .Libby is largely divided thesedays over S u p e r f u n d designationto clean up years of po t en t ia l lyharmful mine waste at the formerGrace mine and processing p l a n t ,as well as vermiculite spreadthroughout the town. Initial EPAproposals would create twoS u p e r f u n d sites in Libby,including one to encompass thetown i t s e l f and another that wouldincorporate the vermiculitemining properties. Peronard saidtha,t'such a setup would allowcleanup of contamination in townmove more quickly and get off thelist before the mine, a longer-termprojec t .Asbestos contamination iswidespread in Libby, wherehundreds of homes have oldZonol i t e insulation that needs tobe s a f e l y removed. Others usedthe product in gardens, andvermiculite has eveji been foundon two school running tracks andone skating rink, where it wasused .as fill.On Thursday, Libby res identsdiscussed another newfound areaOf contamination. O f f i c i a l s from^ the Burlington N o r t n e r n - S a n t eFe Railroad have f oundextremely high levels of airborneasbestos on railroad tracks thatused to run products f rom themine and s t i l l go through town.Peronard said the tests show thehighest levels of airborneasbestos yet found in Libby. Heis meeting next week with

railroad officials, who plan-to.,clean the tracks andcontaminated area.The news i l l u s t r a t e d forres idents j u s t how f a r - f l u n g theproblem is. Even though the ;E P A came t o work i n Libby • ' -nearly two years ago, they're s t i l lf i n d i n g new areas with majorhea l th hazards.Many business p e op l e in Libbyf ear the S u p e r f u n d designationwould tarnish their town andfur th er damage and alreadyf r a g i l e economic area. Othersbelieve it's the only way to ensurethat Libby is made safe and clean.Pernonard said there's nodoubt that S u p e r f u n ddes ignat ion carries a p o t e n t i a l l ydamaging label. EPA studieshave shown that property valuesin i t ia l ly drop in an area when it'sadded to the list. However, hesaid, values increase and

economies.become s t S t t e agai __once an area get s cleaned up. ;•"'"That negative impact is * *a c t u a l l y measurable and very »< ;real," said Peronard. ™ 'Yet, he added. "You're "J «certainly never going to get over ,|that hurdle if you don't start • »•showing progress." •«,Currently, the EPA is '. removing asbestos c o n t a m i n a n t s ' ,f r o m the Libby area with money Jf r o m its emergency sites pro j e$ . JPeronard said the tab this yeaC ",will come to an estimated $16^; jjmil l ion for all EPA work related Jto Libby - far ou tpac ing his jactual budget. . jW i l l i a m s said S u p e r f u n d «l i s t i n g would ensure the work \continues and guarantee long-term f e d e r a l f u n d i n g for thearea, as emergency programpriorities can change at any time!!within the EPA. •.•-• Ji*

p X ; * ' $ ' ; $ f , 4 i > ^
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u Libby asbestosSchools topE P A ' s listf or cleanup
Agency finds mine tailings attwo tracks and a skating link

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NM i s j o u l i a n Sta t e Bureau
LIBBY - Gayie Benefield's words have comeback to haunt her.B e n e f i e l d , a l ong t ime Libby res ident who hasbecome a community activist over asbestos, t o l d areporter last year that her aim was to get Libbycleaned up and protect her g r a n d c h i l d r e n f r o mharm. W h a tBenef i e ld d i d n ' t •"-"—••°""-"-—'know then w a s t h a t "77>/? / , - . • ; , . ' / - . / / ' " aher e r a n d c h i l d r e n , . .., , -, . ,may"have been ^mg Will me mgnexposed to school track is theyasbes tos-laden dust were acfuajjvj u s t by p laying atthe ir grade-school running onskating rink. vermiculite for .After f i n d i n g W years or so.'mine t a i l i n g s atthree of the f ive - Paul Peronard,Libby schools, t h e E P A ' s on-siteU.S. Environmental c oord ina tor f orProtection Agency c l eanup operat ionsha s moved t o t h e —————————————top of its c leanuplist school recreation sites - the high school andm i d d l e school running tracks and the PlummerElementary School skating rink. Somet ime in thepast three decades, each of the three spo t s wasfilled or covered with mine waste f rom the nearbyW.R. Grace and Co. Z o n o l i t e operation. The ERAchecked all Libby schootyards recently for minetailings.Paul Peronard, t h e E P A ' s on-site coordinatorfor Libby c l eanup operations, said he doesn' tbelieve there was any malice in t ended by the Graceemployee s who coated the tracks and s k a t i n g rink

See L I B B Y , Page A 9
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•with t a i l i n g s . I n s t e a d , he said, mine•waste and black vermicul i t e chunkswere brought to the schools 20 or3D years ago because Graceworkers were ignorant of the' i m m e n s e dangers posed by theasbestos f i b e r s the mat er ia l scontained.Ore and t a i l i n g s f r o m theZonol i t e mine contain toxict r e m o l i t e asbestos, which is^believed to have killed andsickened dozens of f o rmer mineworkers."I don't th ink i t was malice , perse, but it was p r e t t y dumb,"Peronard said of moving minewaste to the schoolyards. "Folk shaven't shown this material therespect i t ' s due as far as howharmful it is."Alan S t r i n g e r , G r a c e ' srepre s enta t ive in Libby, saidt a i l i n g s were brought to the highschool track and the two otherschool sites because "somebodyfelt l ike the t a i l i n g s would be agood surface for running."S t r i n g e r said Grace o f f e r e d toremove the t a i l i n g s in 1979, but theschool system instead decided topave over the mine waste. He saidhe knows of no cases in whichsomeone got sick by running on thetracks or p lay ing at the ice rink.Even so, Libby r e s ident s arehorrified at f i n d i n g their kids mayhave been exposed to the h i g h l ytoxic substance s i m p l y by p l a y i n g atschool. A n d t h e y ' r e angry withW.R. Grace and Co. for a l l o w i n gworkers to transport mine waste top l a c e s around town."They o f f e r e d to the schoolsystem to bring thi s crap onto theschool grounds. What kind ofo u t f i t does that?" asked DeanLeckrone, who has two c h i l d r e n

who grew up in Libby.To date , dozens of current andformer Libby residents have suedW.R. Grace and Co. over i l l n e s s e sand deaths linked to asbestosexposure. Most of the cases havecome up among former mineworkers and f a m i l y members, butthat circle is s tart ing to widen asLibby residents who never workedat the mine get tested for asbestos-linked maladies.The recent news aboutcontamination at local schoolsi l l u s t ra t e s that the p e o p l e who l ivehere s t i l l may not know of all theplaces they might have beenexposed over the years." W e ' r e s t i l l gett ing surprisesand discoveries about pastpractices and where things wereput," said Rick Palagi , c h i e fexecutive o f f i c e r o f L i b b y ' s S t .J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l .Peronard said his main f e a rright now is for those who mayhave been exposed at the highschool track. He said the W.R.Grace and Co. tested c h i l d r e nsome 20 years ago when they ranon the ta i l ings surface and f o u n dhigher-than-acceptable l e v e l s ofasbestos exposure among them."The troub l ing thing with thehigh school track is they wereac tual ly running on vermiculite for10 years or so," said Peronard.When school le t s out t h i sspring, the EPA will begin a majorpro j e c t to clean up the school s i te sb e fore school resumes in the fall.Workers will rip up the currenttrack surfaces, clean outcontaminated material and replacethe tracks. The pro j e c t ca l l s forEPA to in s ta l l a new rubberizedtrack at the high school and ana s p h a l t surface at the m i d d l eschool.In all, c l eanup of the threeschools is l ike ly to cost around$1 mil l ion, said Peronard. But theEPA doe sn' t intend to f o o t the

f i n a l b i l l . He said the school clean-up costs l i k e l y w i l l be added to thetab for which the EPA is now suingW.R. Grace in U.S. D i s t r i c t Courtin Missoula.
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'A could callall of Libby aSuper fund site
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NMissoul ian State Bureau

LIBBY - A f t e r IS months o f f i n d i n g andc l e a n i n g up toxic asbestos in the area,o f f i c i a l s f r om the U.S. EnvironmentalProtec t ion Agency are trying to ease thep e o p l e of Libby into the l i k e l i h o o d that theirentire town w i l l be d e c l a r e d a S u p e r f u n dsite.I t ' s a de s ignat ion that : : I d guaranteef e d e r a l f u n d s and l o n g - t e c l e a n u p o f thef o r m e r Z o n o l i t e mine ne« Libby, p l u s thecontaminated areas associated with it andthe a f f e c t e d part s o f town. But i t ' s also onet h a t makes a lot ofp e o p l euncomfor tab l eabout theaccompanyingstigma and f r e tover the notiont h a t ne i therbusinesses nortourists want toinvest in a p l a c et h a t ' s p o l l u t e denough to make the S u p e r f u n d l i s t ."I think i t ' s a l e g i t i m a t e th ing to beworried about," said Paul Peronard, theEPA's on-site coordinator in Libby. "You dosee, e s p e c i a l ly when sites are f i r s t l i s t e d , animpact on economic activity and proper tyvalues. But I think that is f a i r l y short-term."And, Peronard and others say, thedamage to Libby's reputation is alreadydone. Local re s ident s say things have go t t enso bad that there's a sense from outs idersthat they could be exposed to toxic asbestoss imply by driving from K a l i s p e l l to Spokaneon U.S. Highway 2 and passing throughLibby. In the past year and a h a l f , newsstories have linked dozens of deaths andi l lne s s e s to asbestos poisoning f rom thef o rmer W.R. Grace and Co. Zono l i t e minej u s t outs ide town."I'm not sure the tarnish could ge tworse," said Peronard.S t i l l , Peronard said, "What y o u d o n ' twant to do is s a d d l e the community and thes ta t e with something they don ' t real ly want."T h o u g h the mine has been shut down fora decade, EPA o f f i c i a l s continue to f i n d newplace s in town, like schoolyards, that havebeen contaminat ed with t a i l i n g s f rom the oldvermiculite mine. T h a t f a c t , along with the

'I'm not sure the
tarnish could get
worse.'
- Paul Peronard,t h e E P A ' s on-sitecoordinator inLibby

See LIBBY, PageA7
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f new p e o p l e beingeach month with>.sl>esiosi.s, has kept bad news^ f l i o u i L i b b y in th e s p o t l i g h t .;s* . Marion A p p l e g a t e , whose! * f l u s b a n d , B u d , j u s t f o u n d o u t h e ' sf rom asbestos exposure, said•itfs almost s i l l y to debate whetherbby and its surroundings shouldake the S u p e r f u n d l i s t .Zj "I think lives are more""" ant than any:stigma on oursaid A p p l e g a t e .(|ontrie Leckrone, whosesband, Dean, wa&recently,g\iosed with asbestos-relatedspSratory problems, agreed."?Tiere's already a s t igma onis town," she said "We wantir town cleaned up, period."Bpt Alan Str inger , the W.R.IraCe and Co. representat ive iniboV, said he doesn't believe ai > ^iperfund l i s t i n g would be the\ (£st-ihing for the community. Hei $id ihe c leanup can continue3 githqut a t t a c h i n g to Libby the* l l b e l b f S u p e r f u n d site.P 5. "There would be a lot moreC «wns than ups," said S t r i n g e r .(?* T h r o u g h o u t the decision-making process, S t r i n g e r sa id ,: " H o p e f u l l y some rat ionalt h i n k i n g and good a n a l y s i s wi l l bedone."A d d i n g Libby t o t h e n a t i o n ' sS u p e r f u n d l i s t i s something thatcould h a p p e n as early as nexts p r i n g , s ; p . i Peronard.

"Wha . e do now is put the
i d e a oui : here and f l o a t it forp u b l i c i l r o i s s i o n , " Peronard
e x p l a i n e d recent ly.I ' e r o n a r d said p r e l i m i n a r yI : I ' A asses sments o f t h e damage
and c l e a n u p needs at the f o r m e r
W.R. Grace and Co. v e r m i c u l i t e
mine and the c o n t a m i n a t i o nt h r o u g h o u t Libby show the areaw o u l d q u a l i f y l o r S u p e r f u n dd e s i g n a t i o n , l i e said h e b e l i ev e s

I l i e mosi l o g i c a l way lo a p p l y
S i i | H - i I n i u l d e s i g n a t i o n l o I J h b y

would be to set up two separatesites - one in the area associatedwith G r a c e ' s f o rmer vermicul i t eprocessing p l a n t and anotherencompassing the whole town.T h a t way, he e x p l a i n e d , thetown could be cleaned up qu i ck lyand taken off the l i s t f i r s t .T h o u g h there are several th ingsthat need to be cleaned up withinthe town i t s e l f , that workwouldn't take as much time asthe more complex and heavilycontaminated spots.In Lincoln County, an.estimated 1,8QO..homes, including600 ini Libby, have Z o n o l i t einsulation {that needs to beremoved and r ep la c ed , Peronardsaid. In addi t ion, gardensthroughout Libby are r i f e withvermiculite. The mineral wasmined for use in in su la t i on and

p o t t i n g s o i l s .P l a c i n g a l l o f Libby, i n c l u d i n gthe pro c e s s ing p l a n t , under oneS u p e r f u n d tag would make theci ty wait u n t i l the more c o m p l e xwork was c o m p l e t e d .W i t h t h e c on tamina t edmat er ia l t urn ing up everywhere,th er e ' s been some t a l k in Libbythat the ent ire town might haveto be re located. Peronard saidthe idea has come up, but movingLibby, as was done in LoveCanal, N.Y., is not the bestopt ion."I think y o u ' r e . b e t t e r offd e a l i n g wi th the root problem,"he said.So the EPA wil l focus on theS u p e r f u n d l i s t ing process now.W h i l e a citizen advisory group inLibby draws up its own list ofpros and cons about the

M K S O U L I A N
M K S O U L A . M T 59807

DAILY, 31,217 SUN.. 38,397HAY 0 6 2001SUPERIOR C L I P P I N G S E R V I C EGLENDIVE, MT 406-365-6612

d e s i g n a t i o n , E P A o f f i c i a l s w i l lbegin d i s cu s s i on s wi th the M a r t za d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the s t a t eD e p a r t m e n t o f Environmenta lQ u a l i t y .W h e n t h e r e ' s some agreementon moving f o rward wi thS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n s ,Peronard said, the EPA w i l l drawup a wri t t en propo sa l . T h a tdocument is open for p u b l i cscrutiny for six weeks b e fore anyf i n a l deci s ions come out of thef e d e r a l level. _



Libby
Continued

fail ings. Instead, he said, minee and black vermiculite chunksWe brought to the schools 20 orJKfyears ago because GraceWriters were ignorant of theImmense dangers posed % the^sbestos fibers the materialsContained.£ Ore and tailings from theJonol i t e mine contain toxicremolite asbestos, which iselieved to have killed andiekened dozens of former mine
"I don't think it was malice, perse, but it was pret ty dumb,"Peronard said of moving minewaste to the schoolyards. "Folkshaven't shown this material therespect ifs due as far as howharmful it is."Alan Stringer, G r a c e ' srepresentative in Libby, saidtailings were brought to the highschool track and the two otherschool sites because "somebodyf e l t like the tailings would be agood surface for running."Stringer said Grace o f f e r e d toremove the tailings in 1979, but theschool system instead decided topave over the mine waste. He saidhe knows of no cases in whichsomeone got sick by running on thetracks or playing at the ice rink.Even so, Libby residents arehorrified at f ind ing their kids mayhave been exposed to the highlytoxic substance simply by playing atschool. And they're angry withW.R. Grace and Co. for allowingworkers to transport mine waste toplaces around town."They o f f e r e d to the schoolsystem to bring this crap onto theschool grounds. What kind ofout f i t does that?" asked DeanLeckrone, who has two children

up in Libby.o date, dozens of current andformer Libby residents have suedW.R. Grace and Co. over illnessesand deaths linked to asbestosexposure. Most of the cases havecome up among former mineworkers and fami ly members, butthat circle is starting to widen asLibby residents who never workedat the mine get tested for asbestos-linked maladies.The recent news aboutcontamination at local schoolsillustrates that the people who livehere still may not know of all theplaces they might have beenexposed over the years."We're still getting surprisesand discoveries about pastpractices and where things wereput," said Rick Palagi, chiefexecutive o f f i c e r o f l ibby' s StJ o h n ' s Lutheran Hospital .Peronard said his main fearright now is for those who mayhave been exposed at the highschool track. He said the W.R.Grace and Co. tested childrensome 20 years ago when they ranon the tailings surface and foundhigher-than-acceptable levels ofasbestos exposure among them.The troubling thing with thehigh school track is they wereactually running on vermiculite for10 years or so," said PeronardWhen school lets out thisspring, the EPA will begin a majorproject to dean up the school sitesbefore school resumes in the fall.Workers will rip up the currenttrack surfaces, clean outcontaminated material and replacethe tracks. The project calls forEPA to install a new rubberizedtrack at the high school and anasphalt surface at the middleschool.In all, cleanup of the threeschools is likely to cost around$1 million, said Peronard. But theEPA doesn't intend to foot the

final bill. He sai JB j) clean-up costs likely w H T W i ^ j e d to thetab for which the EPA'fe now suingW.R. Grace in U.S. District CourtinMissoula.

, . , .m Libby asbestosSchools topE P A ' s listfor cleanup
Agency finds mine tailings attwo tracks and a skating rink

By KATHLEEN McLAUGHUNMissoulian State Bureau
LIBBY - Gayie Benefield's words have comeback to haunt her.Benefield, a longtime Libby resident who hasbecome a community activist over asbestos, told areporter last year that her aim was to get Libbycleaned up and protect her grandchildren fromharm. WhatBenefield d i d n ' tknow then was thather grandchildrenmay have beenexposed toasbestos-laden dustjust by playing attheir grade-schoolskating rink.A f t e r f ind ingmine tailings atthree of the f iveLibby schools, theU.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agencyhas moved to the —————————————top of its cleanuplist school recreation sites- the high school andmiddle school running tracks and the PhimmerElementary School skating rink. Sometime in thepast three decades, each of the three spots wasf i l l e d or covered with mine waste from the nearbyW.R. Grace and Co. Zonolite operation. The EPAchecked all Libby schoolyards recently for minetailings.Paul Peronard, the EPA's on-site coordinatorfor Libby cleanup operations, said he doesn'tbelieve there was any malice intended by the Graceemployees who coated the tracks and skating rink

'The troubling
thing with the highschool track is theywere actuallyrunning onvermiculite for10 years or so.'

- Paul Peronard,E P A ' s on-sKecoordinator forc l eanup operations

See LIBBY, Page/49
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• - - . • ,.-• •:• •!•at risk
-.Report concludes agency ../aiferf to protect residents

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U Q H U NM l s p o u l i a n S t a t e Bureau;. , ; . • :
H E L E N A - T h e U . S . Environmental. P r o t e c t i o n Agency knew o f asbestos , . ' . ' •: dangers in Libby^ for f^ e cade s , yet fell |h.9Jt. . ' i n i t s j o b o f pi*pwct|illlQcal re s idents ' I : ' • " » :' ' f r o m the h a z a f d s 1 ,o f , IfW.R! 'Grace and.V ; ,• • ' • • ' • • • * - • • . - • • i - u : — ; • . . * j * , t , i i n n i h ' , ! .

:-'shortages an: ' * i ; ,bureaucratiC'

.stronger.-.asbestos
"- i i iwSai*^ •exposure ...

^Q5e attempts'
measures that?

t h e pub l i c : - • ' protected t h eh e a l t h crisis • < ' • > . ? > > > * » » « o/-"^-v

Libby now M&mSOJ .^...^
face s . Lacking Libby. Y;*money, means _ ..and s c i e n t i f i c - EPA aud,li

; t o o l s , theEPA^-^ ^....,—,,^.l,,..;r,,...".,;<4 .
d i d n o t enact' V ^ ; ' • • ' • • " : .
tougher airqua l i ty s t a n d a r d s , which cou)d have saved-iives and prevented a sb e s t o s -r e la t edIHnes s in northwes t ern Montana.I n short, L i b b y ' s a sbe s to s p r o b l e m s, were never a top pr ior i ty unti l news• • -""" ->:-*! —^^ , , , i M p c n rvrepuns in UILW i-.^^ w — . _ . _' .death and di s ease In the town linked toasbestos f c x p o s u r e ."Although EPA made a t t e m p t s to' a d d r e s s contaminant asbestos exposure^like.that in Libby, those a t t e m p t s did not,^results in regulat ions or other contro l s" • ' - - — — » x » 4 . « / 4 t k o / " i t i v p n s n f
iTl^lot'j, my i v j / v " "~- — — -recently taK4?fe spec i f i c action.to addressa s b e s t o i ' a c 0 8 u r e at Libb,y;

F^pnented autKptity andS * ' ' V ^ ' . - -.^ykwyk.v.l,:.
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j u r i s d i c t i o n w i t h o t h e r agencies
a n d w i l h i n 1 , 1 ' A . combined withi n e f f e c t i v e communicat ion, madet a k i n g a c t i o n s d i f f i c u l t . "The report cites years of EPAcorre spondence acknowledgingthe hazards of tremolite asbestos -the k ind emi t t ed by the Gracemine - and its heavy presence inthe Libby area. Tremol i t e is an a t u r a l l y occurring type ofasbestos that was released into theair of Libby during vermiculitemining operations. It is believed tobe far more dangerous than morecommon forms of asbestos, butfederal health regulators placed ahigher priority on other types ofasbestos exposure in other parts ofthe country and exposure throughasbestos-containing products.A major portion of the auditfocuses on what could have beendone to safeguard Libby usingf edera l environmental laws, and itexamines how each division of theEPA could have done a better job.For instance, it cites a lack of"regulations under air and toxicsubstances statutes that could haveprotected Libby citizens fromexposure to asbestos contaminatedvermiculite."According to EPA, otherissues (such as asbestos in schools,

commercial asbestos p r o d u c t s , andi m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f th e C l e a n AirAct Amendment s of 1990), weregiven higher priority," the reportcontinued.Dozens of f o r m e r mine workersand Libby re s ident s have suedW.R. Grace and Co. for i l l n e s s e sand deaths linked to thevermiculite mine, which Graceoperated from 1963 until the mineclosed in 1990. The company,snowed under by lawsuitsnationwide, f i l e d for C h a p t e r 11bankruptcy protection Monday.The move puts the Libby lawsuitsinto a lump f i l i n g with some125,000 claims that will be sortedout in a Delaware bankruptcycourt.The audit released Tuesdaysprang from assertions lastsummer by an EPA scientist thatthe agency knew long ago of thedangers in Libby but f a i l e d to act.While the report bears out thatallegation, it also couches thef indings with the caveat that theEPA faced numerous obstacles inprotecting the health of Libbyresidents.The report points to mul t ip l etimes that tabby's concernsseemed to s l ip through the cracksof f edera l and state environmentalregulation. Between 1977 and1985, for example, another federalagency generated several reportsabout asbestos-containing

Grace to continue medical care
HELENA - Ubby residentswith asbestos-related healthp r o b l e m s will continue gett ingmedical care paid for by W.R.Grace and Co., under an ordera f e d e r a l bankruptcy judge hasapproved , the company saidT u e s d a y .The order also wif l allow tGrace to continue its $250,000annual donation to Ubb/ s St.J o h n ' s Lutheran H o s p i t a l / T h a tdonation helps o f f s e t operatingcosts at the hospital's Center*for Asbestos-Related Disease.

vermiculite. The reports weremeant for internal distribution intheEPA.Denver EPA "o f f i c ia l s ,however, said they did not becomeaware of reports until 1999 whenthe media brought the asbestos-related heal th problems in Libbyto their attention," the audit said.Libby resident Gayla Benef i e ld ,whose parents both died ofasbestos-related illnesses, said theaudit contained no surprises;residents of Libby have longknown that the health problemsthere were being overlooked. Still,she said, state environmental and

Grace f i l e d f or C h a p t e r 11bankruptcy protec t ion inMaryland on Monday, saying itbelieves bankruptcy courts candeal with the growing numberof asbestos c laims more f a i r l ythat state courts can.I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r f i l i n g f o rbankruptcy pro t e c t i on , Graceasked the bankruptcy j u d g e forpermission to continue thehealth program and h o s p i t a lgrant, said A l a n S t r i n g e r , aGrace o f f i c i a l in Libby.
Associated Press

health agencies are j u s t as
responsible for what has h a p p e n e das the EPA."I think it was s i m p l y a case ofeveryone passing the buck," saidBenef ie ld. "No one stayed oneminute a f t e r work and s a i d ,' H e y , th i s i s n ' t r i g h t . ' "One report made to the EPA,da t ed Nov. 7,1984, shows t h a to f f i c i a l s were aware of theproblem then. The l e t t e r t o l d the
EPA o f f i c e in Denver: "... T h e r eis evidence that asbestos ispresent in the v e r m i c u l i t eobtained from W.R. Grace andC o m p a n y ' s Libby, M o n t a n a ,

mine, a m a j o r d o m e s t i c s u p p l i e rof v e r m i c u l i t e , ;md t h a t the
h e a l t h p r o b l e m s e x p e r i e n c e d bythe e m p l o y e e s of one processor
o f v e r m i c u l i t e f r o m t h e Libby
mine (O.M. S c o t l and S o n s ) arec o m p a r a b l e w i t h t ho s e associatedwith a sbe s t o s exposure ."

But the h i s t o r y o f
c o n t a m i n a t i o n in L i b b y andknowledge of it goes back muchf u r t h e r . I n 1 9 4 1 , t h e s t a t e begani n v e s t i g a t i n g the mine, and in1956 a s t a l e i n s p e c t i o n f o u n d :" a s b e ' s t o s was i d e n t i f i e d as a
component of the du s t in themine and, in the op in i on of thes tate i n s p e c t o r , exceeded th eg u i d e l i n e s f o r asbestos."

I n October 1 9 7 1 , t h e U . S .Bureau of M i n e s issued a noticeto Grace about excessiveasbestos d u s i bu t l a t e r rescindedthe no t i c e when the companyi n s t a l l e d a new wet m i l l that cutdown on e m i s s i o n s , according tot h e a u d i t .T h e a u d i t d e t a i l e d how,
d u r i n g the e a r l y 1980s, EPA
considered t o x i c subs tancer e g u l a t i o n s t o d e a l w i t h asbestos-
c on ta in ing v e r m i c u l i t e . Duringthat c o n s i d e r a t i o n , the EPA hadat least two r e p o r t s i l l u s t r a t i n gh e a l t h p r o b l e m s among p e o p l e
working at the L i h b y mine.A l t h o u g h s ev era l r e p o r t s weremade on the s u b j e c t , no actionw a s t a k e n . I n f a c t , a k e y

document in the process never *made it through all the ^government hoops.The EPA audit issued severalrecommendations to h e l p easeMthe s i t ua t i on in Libby andprevent s imi lar problemselsewhere. Key among those wa$ensuring be t t er communication-among regional and f e d e r a l -ro f f i c e s on critical issues. -,•"We f ound barriers to EPArl,actions to protect human h e a l t h ,and the environment f r o masbestos, asbestos-contaminate^vermiculite and other asbestos ,contaminated ore, rock andmineral processing sources andfac i l i t i e s . ..."If barriers, such as .,f ragment ed authority andj u r i s d i c t i o n coupled with , fi n e f f e c t i v e communications, hadnot existed, EPA might havedone more to addres s asbestos-,contaminated vermicul i t e in the,!Libby area a n d other similar ' Js i tuations. However, thesebarriers hindered E P A ' s actions;and many of the barriers may st i l lexist a n d a f f e c t E P A ' s actionstoday," the audit concluded.The EPA responded point-By1-point to the audit and suggested.1

that many o f t h e f i n d i n g s w e r e ' 'vague and the recommendation!unclear. T h e agency asked f o r ' • 'more spe c i f i c guidel ines toaddress f a i l i n g s .



Gi ace f i l e s for banki uptcy
Companywants allasbestosclaimslumpedtogether

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NMissoul ian Slate Bi m •.»i
H E L E N A - G r o a n i n g m u l e ithe weight of a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e dlawsuits, W.R. Grace anil ( o tiled

for bankruptcy M o n d a y ani l castyet another dark cloud ofuncertainty over Lihhy, wheredozens of residents have died orare sick from asbestos exposure
from th e c o m p a n y ' s f o r m e r minethere.The chemical company f i l ed l o rChapter 11 protection in U.S.Bankruptcy Court in W i l m i n g i o n .Del., seeking a shield f r om l a w s u i t s

• < i i > v i M I K H i i • ( j i s l a t o r s urgeC,i;i< r in mi -i-i ob l iga t i ons lo
I M M i | > l i ' i < M > l i l i y
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whik- ii . i i l i l i r s s c s i he amassing
1 1 . i n n s . . i o<ni | i . im news releasesaul M i ' i n l . i \ \ V K . ( j r a c e a m i ( \n l l i c i . i l s p i Y i l g e i l i l i . i i business
w n t i l i l i i i n i i m i e . i s usual d u r i n g I h eltaiikui|iif\ | >i < H v e i l i n g s , sayini:i l u \ n r r i l i l u - p i o t c c t i o n w h i l e t h e \
l i g u u - " M i l i n \ \ i i i m o v e f o r w a i i l

s , , B A N K R U P T C Y , A

Bankrup t cy
Continued

Grace o f f i c i a l s said the companysaw an 81 percent increase in asbestosclaims in 2000, for a total of 125,000pending cases nationally. Pressure hasmounted on Grace because ofChapter 11 f i l i n g s of other companieswith asbestos-related cases, includingOwens Coming and Armstrong.World Industries Inc.: Monday's f i l i n g by Grace seeks tolump all those claims, including 125from Libby, under one umbrella to be•eerted out by the bankruptcy court"This is a voluntary decision that,although very difficult, was absolutelynecessary for us," said GraceChairman, President and ChiefExecutive O f f i c e r Paul J. Norris."Under Chapter 11, l i t igation will bestayed and Grace will be able toaddress all of the valid claims againstit in a fair and consistent manner inone proceeding.""We believe that the state courtsystem for dealing with asbestosclaims is broken, and that Grace,cannot e f f e c t i v e l y d e f e n d i t s e l fagainst unmeritorious claims," saidNorris. "The best forum available toGrace to achieve predictabil i ty andfairness in the claims settlementprocess is through a federal court-^ supervised Chapter 11 filing."Norris added: "Until recently,Grace was able to settle claimsthrough direct negotiations. Trends in

case f i l i n g s anil s e l l l e m i - i i l i l u u . i i u l s .which show no s igns ol' i c i m m M r in
historic levels, h;:ve increase the i iskthat Grace wi l l not h e a l > l c i<i|>resolve i t s p e n d i n g a n d I n l i n easbestos claims under ihe emu insystem."The Grace mine, which s l m i i l n \ \ n10 years ago, has been l i n k e i l i> iwidespread asbestosis among I m m r iworkers and other Lihby r e s i d e n t sThe mine, which Grace o j v i a i e i l l i m n
1963 to 1990, produced v e r i n i e u h i e . anaturally occurring suhslanee < >mvcommonly used in i a s u l a t i o n ami
pot t ing soils. As part of proce s s ingvermiculite ore, mining o p e r a t i o n s m
Libby discharged dangerous i n - i i m l masbestos into the air.

Libby resident Gayla Hene l i c l i l .whose parents died of ashcsiosis. hasbeen a vocal critic of Grace ami itsoperations in northwestern M o n t a n a .Just last week, she and her husbandfound out they both have scar t i s sueon their lungs. She called (iraee' sbankruptcy f i l i n g Monday s h a m e f u land hypocritical. Benef ie ld said thesame company tha t ' s c o m p l a i n i n gabout frivolous lawsuits is h i l l i n gbehind the legal system." T h e y ' v e pul l ed t h e u l t i m a t epunch," Benefield said of W. R.Grace and Co. "They are going to getout of the responsibility for paying forthe town they destroyed. If they areallowed to go bankrupt, s o m e b o d y ' sgoing to have to dean this town up,and if s going to be the state orfederal government."

A l t h o u g h the number of lawsuits
from LiNn r e p r e s e n t s only a smallpart of l i t i g a t i o n agains t the company,the s i t u a t i o n th er e was the c o m p a n y ' smost v i s i b l e prob l em for the past 18months. W i t h I h e bankrup t cy f i l i n g ,
all l awsu i t s aie thrown into question,
along w i t h the eosls of c leanup inIJbby and medical care for ail ingresidents.

But Hil l ( oieoran, Grace ' s vicepresident lor p u b l i c and regulatorya f f a i r s , said the company requested incourt on Monday that Grace be ablet o continue i t s medical program for
I .ibby r e s i d e n t s and its annual grantsto the local h o s p i t a l . A l t h o u g h it gotoff to a slow s t a r t , the Grace healthprogram has now e n r o l l e d some 160Libby r e s ident s .Corcoi an said company o f f i c i a l sare not h a p p y ( h a t p e n d i n g claimsfrom Libby w i l l l i e deal t with alongwith thousands of other lawsuits."One ol the t h i n g s we regret isthere are still p e op l e in Libby whohaven ' t had t h e i r c la ims d ea l t withdirectly," said Corcoran.The bankruptcy f i l i n g came as nosurprise to those involved in lawsuitsagainst W.R. Grace and Co. AllanMcGarvey, a Kalispell attorney whorepresents Libby p l a i n t i f f s , said, "Ifsnot the end of the world, but it'scertainly bad news."McGarvey said the most damagingaspect of Grace filing for bankruptcyis the delay such proceedings will haveon the outcome of Libby-relatedclaims. He said that lawsuits from

Libby are d i f f e r e n t than the thousandsof others f i l ed against Gracenationally for several reasons. Most ofthe other suits are related to exposurefrom products that contain asbestosand their damage is not nearly sosevere as what has been found innorthwestern Montana."If s certainly true that people inLibby who have s u f f e r e d this veryserious injury need to be treated in ad i f f e r e n t category," said McGarvey.He predicted that the bankruptcycourt will recognize that and actaccordingly, but years will be addedto the process.For Benefieki, a potential Gracebankruptcy means she and herhusband wQ) have to come up wimanother plan to cover their medicalbills."Our first thought is how are wegoing to pay for tius," she said "Itnever was about getting rich. It wasabout paying medical bills andholding on to our property."The company also noted that ithad secured $250 million infinancing from the Bank of America.If approved by the bankruptcy court,it said that money would be used tovendors and suppliers, amongothers.Grace's stock closed Monday at$1.52 a share. Friday's closing pricewas $230.The company earlier had reporteda fourth-quarter 2000 loss of$107.6 motion, of $1.65 a share,mostly because of asbestos l i t igat ion.
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O f f i c i a l s push for Grace to keep obligations to peopl e of L i b t j ,
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H U NMissoulian S t a t e Bureau
HELENA - Gov. J u d y Martz andMontana' s congressional delegationon Monday urged W.R. Grace andCo. to fulfill its obligations to thepeople of Libby as the companyseeks bankruptcy protection from-asbestos-related lawsuits."Whil e I can certainlyunderstand and support W.RGrace' s e f f o r t s to remain solventbeneath the weight of claims againstthem by asbestos victims across thecountry, I want to make sure thatLibby residents are not l e f t holdingthe bag so that trial lawyers andothers may benef i t at their expense,"the Republican governor said in aprepared statement— Democratic Sen. Max Baucus

said he was "concerned that W.R.Grace has chosen to f i l ebankruptcy without o f f e r i n g aclearly drawn plan to address itsobligations to the hundreds of sickf o l k s in Libby."Sen. Conrad Burns and Rep.Dennis Rehberg, bothRepublicans, also voiced concernand said the protection of Libbyresidents is their top priority.When Martz learned of thebankruptcy f i l i n g Mondaymorning, she wrote to GracePresident Paul J. Morris andinsisted that company maintain itsmedical plan for Libby residentsand its annual donations to the StJohn's Lutheran Hospi tal in Libby."W.R. Grace has an obligationsto provide continuing health

insurance to victims who ares u f f e r i n g or who are at risk," Martzsaid. "It' s important that thiscompany be able to do as much asit possibly can for those in Libbywho have s u f f e r e d , are sick now, orwill develop problems later in life.""For once, Libby must be firston the list for help. Anything less isunacceptable," she added.Bill Corcoran, Grace's vicepresident for public and regulatorya f f a i r s , said the company made a 'request late Monday afternoon tothe bankruptcy judge handling thecase that Grace be allowed tocontinue its medical program andhospital donations. The medicalprogram, which now had about 160Libby residents enrolled, covershealth-care costs related to asbestos

exposure and provides preventivecare and long-term treatmentBaucus called the Gracemedical plan and hospitalcontributions "a good start" But,he said, " G r a c e ' s obligation to thepeople of Libby did not end withits bankruptcy f i l i n g today."Grace needs to be heldaccountable for its actions and tothe people of Libby."Rehberg, who holds Montana'slone House seat, said he hasrequested that a W.R. Graceo f f i c i a l meet with the congressionaldelegation Tuesday morning.This will give us a chance toask questions and hear straight .from the source about what's goingon," said Rehberg.Burns called for continued

federal f und ing of health programsthat aid Libby. He also pointed thef inger at trial lawyers and fr ivo lou slawsuits outside of Montana."Our concern has always beenand will continue to be the welfareof Libby resident," Burns said."We've secured $3.5 million infunding for the hospital and $8million in emergencyappropriations for economicdevelopment We will alsocontinue to monitor the cleanupe f f o r t s with the EnvironmentalProtection Agency.""The f o l k s in Libby who needand deserve the help are going toget the short end of the stick onthis," said Bums. "We unfortunatelyhave some greedy f o l k s out there_that d o u ' l l w e J a L i h b y J h a t a r e

j umping on the bandwagon to try toget some cash out of W.R Grace,not to mention the trial lawyers thatwill end up taking at least half of anysettlement"Kali spe l l attorney AllanMcGarvey, whose f irm representsdozens of Libby p l a i n t i f f s , objectedto the claims of Burns and Martzthat greedy trial lawyers are toblame for the Grace bankruptcy.And lie said Burns is flat wrong thatany lawyer in American takes half ofa settlement or award in fees."The problem here is not(attorneys," said McGarvey.' \problem is we have a comph.., matwas not s u f f i c i e n t l y regulated andhas injured a lot of people. W h e ny o u injure people, i t ' s l eg i t imat efor them to bring a claim."
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Martz asks head of EPA to visit Libby
By KA THLEEN McLA UGHLIN Missoulicm State Bureau
HELENA - Gov. J u d y Martz wants U . S . Environmental Protec t ion Agency
A d m i n i s t r a t o r Chri s t i e Whi tman to see f i r s thand the devastation of asbestos-related
disease in Libby and the need for comprehensive cleanup at the Zortman and Landusky
mines in northern Montana.
In a phone call to Whitman on Monday, Martz invited the Bush a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s new
EPA director to visit Montana for an in-dep th look at Libby, where the EPA is engaged
in a massive c l eanup of the former W.R. Grace and Co. vermiculi te mine.
Martz al so asked f or Whi tman' s assi s tance in f i n d i n g f e d e r a l d o l l a r s f o r t h e estimated
$20 m i l l i o n to $30 m i l l i o n to clean up the open-pit Zortman and Landusky g o l d mines
near the F o r t Belknap I n d i a n Reservation.
Whitman was noncommittal but open about a tr ip to Montana. She t o l d Martz she would
check her s chedul e and see what she could do.
"That's the kind of thing I l i k e to do," Whitman said at the end of the 10-minute chat.
W h i t m a n , former Republ i can governor of New J e r s e y , also p l e d g e d to look for room in
the EPA budget request to h e l p Montana with Zortman c l eanup costs.
Martz said i t ' s important that Whitman see the key environmental si tes in Montana. In
par t i cu lar , she said, to understand the p l i g h t o f Libby i t ' s essential to ta lk with the
re s ident s .
S i n c e the W.R. Grace mine shut down 10 years ago, some 200 asbes tos i s-related deaths
have been linked to mine produc t ion. Dozens more p e o p l e are being diagnosed with
asbes to s i s each month in Libby as new f edera l test reports come out.
On Libby, Whi tman said, "The most important th ing is that we continue to do what's
right at that site."
"You hear so many d i f f e r e n t sides," said Martz. "I think it would be advantageous to
come out here and take a look."
"I'll certainly take a look at it," Whi tman said. "I j u s t have no idea what the s chedule is."
Martz a l l u d e d t o th e ongo ing d e l i c a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p between state and f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s
working on c l eanup and h e a l t h concerns in Libby. Most r e c en t ly , the Martz



admin i s t ra t i on cried 1 ^m f ederal hea l th screening re sul t s I ^^keased to media
o u t l e t s b e f o r e her own o f f i c e . ^^^
"That's a f i n e ba lanc ing act up in that area right now." said Martz . "If you are able to
come out. you'll get a better f e e l . "
W h i t m a n had not heard about the Zortman and Landusky mines prev iou s ly , but said she
would s t u d y i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m M a r t z ' s o f f i c e a n d cons ider a d d i n g f u n d s f o r c leanup into
t h e E P A ' s budge t p r o p o s a l . S h e said t h e budge t i s "not f i r m l y set."
Jan S e n s i b a u g h , d i r e c t o r o f the s tate Department o f Environmental Qual i ty, exp la ined to
W h i t m a n that the s tate inheri t ed c l e a n u p costs for Zortman and Landusky mines when
Pegasus G o l d went bankrupt. The c o m p a n y ' s reclamation bond was not enough to cover
costs, so the state f a c e s a h e f t y tab. That's why Martz wants the EPA to step in with
f i n a n c i a l h e l p .
She t o l d W h i t m a n the $20 m i l l i o n to $30 m i l l i o n f i g u r e now being mentioned by F o r t
Belknap tribal o f f i c i a l s i s reasonable.
"I think they're right in what they're asking for and we'll be suppor t ive of that," said
Martz.
S a i d W h i t m a n : "We'll c er ta inly take a look at that as we pr ior i t i z e . "
Martz said she won't make it a habit to contact the EPA a d m i n i s t r a t o r every time there's
a problem in Montana. Rather, she will only make the p l e a on the most serious of issues.
Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont, also has asked Whitman to attend a f i e l d hearing of the
S e n a t e and Environment and Publ i c Works Commit t e e in L i b b y on A p r i l 11. Baucus, a
senior member of the committee, said its members wi l l d i s cus s the needs of p e o p l e who
have been exposed to asbestos and the cleanup.

J u d g e says EPA can have access to f o r m e r v e r m i c u l i t e mine site
A f e d e r a l j u d g e in Missoula has ruled that the Environmental Protection Agency will
have full access to the f ormer W. R. Grace and Co. mine s i t e and two other proper t i e s
near Libby.
M o n t a n a ' s C h i e f U . S . District J u d g e Donald M o l l o y ruled last week that EPA will have
immed ia t e access to the c o m p a n y ' s former vermicu l i t e mine and screening plant in
Libby. The EPA f i l e d suit last Sep t ember a f t e r Grace o f f i c i a l s had denied the f edera l
agency access to the site. A l s o named in the suit was K o o t e n a i Deve lopment Co., which
purchased the p r o p e r t y f r om Grace a f t e r the mine closed in 1990.
" T h e EPA has a s ta tu tory right of access to each of the K o o t e n a i D e v e l o p m e n t ' s
p r o p e r t i e s in order to ' d e t e r m i n e the need for response or the a p p r o p r i a t e response or to
e f f e c t u a t e a re sponse a c t i on , ' " M o l l o y wrote in h i s o p i n i o n .
S e v e r a l p u b l i s h e d report s in 1999 l inked the Grace mine to scores of asbes tos-related
death s and i l l n e s s e s among L i b b y re s ident s and former employe e s . Grace operated the
mine f r o m 1963 unt i l its closure in 1990.
The EPA has been c o n d u c t i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n s into a sbe s to s c o n t a m i n a t i o n at several
l o c a t i o n s since November 1999. When the EPA sought permis s ion to remove



asbe s to s-contaminate ^om the site. Grace acquired owne, ^Jj K o o t e n a i
D e v e l o p m e n t ' s stock ancfrevoked E P A ' s access t o t h e site.
Gary Jahrig, Missoulian
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G r o u p s t r u g g l e s t o keep M E P A f r o m being pruned
By ERIN P. BILLINGS Missoulian State Bureau
H o u s e has passed two measures that wou ld revise p o l i c y
HELENA - Env ironmen ta l i s t s took one more crack Monday at trying to k i l l two b i l l s to
relax the Montana Environmental Pol i cy A c t , saying that without the 30-year-old law
there no l onger w i l l be a s a f e t y net to protect the pub l i c .
C r i t i c s of H o u s e Bi l l 459, by Rep. Doug M o o d , R - S e e l e y Lake, and House Bil l 473, by
Rep. C i n d y Younkin, R-Bozeman, t o l d the Senat e N a t u r a l Resources Committee that
M E P A prov id e s vital support for the environment, e s p e c i a l l y in those areas where there
a r e n ' t s p e c i f i c laws o n t h e books d e a l i n g with w i l d l i f e , f i s h e r i e s a n d p u b l i c s a f e t y . T h e y
argued that state agencies have for years used MEPA to look out for Montanans, d e sp i t e
c l a i m s by the bills' s uppor t e r s that MEPA s i m p l y sets up a process and was never
in t ended to have teeth.
"It does weaken the pro t e c t i on o f M o n t a n a ' s heal th , their s a f e t y and for the
environment," said J o h n W i l s o n of Trout Unl imi t ed .
However , Cary Hegreb erg of the Montana Wood Produc t s A s s o c i a t i o n said M E P A has
been used as a large hammer, rather than the m a g n i f y i n g g la s s for which it was
d e s i g n e d . He said M E P A has been used by environmental i s t s as a way to s t op qual i ty
p r o j e c t s f rom going ahead.
"MEPA is not sacred," he said.
Both b i l l s seek to revise M E P A , enacted in 1971 to h e l p de termine whether and under
what c o n d i t i o n s a propo s ed p r o j e c t such as a mine, t imber sale or land exchange goes
forward. The act is a key target for changes t h i s session by R e p u b l i c a n lawmakers.
H B 4 5 9 would l imi t the number of al ternatives for an original p r o j e c t proposal the state
can c on s id er in an environmental review. HB473 c l a r i f i e s that M E P A is a procedural
law and cannot be used by the s tate to deny or c o n d i t i o n a p p r o v a l of a permit.
Both measures have passed the House .
Backers of the b i l l s said they must move ahead to ensure that Montana appears
b u s i n e s s - f r i e n d l y , creat ing j o b s and making it quicker, easier and more p r e d i c t a b l e for
c o m p a n i e s t o d e v e l o p t h e s t a t e ' s natural resources.
" ( W i t h M E P A comes) increased cos t s and d e l a y s to business with no b e n e f i t to the



environment," said Pa ^•ley of Butte. "However, there's su _^^fel i m p a c t on the
income and economic w e T T - b e i n g of the state of Montana."
O p p o n e n t s , however, say the b i l l s weaken a key environmental law d e s i g n e d to ensure
good p r o j e c t s go forward and bad ones stay behind. T h e y f ear the b i l l s would mean
bus ine s s e s can get the ir way at the expense of environmental p r o t e c t i o n .
"That ' s why we have M E P A , " said A n n e H e d g e s o f th e Montana Environmental
I n f o r m a t i o n Center. "It is to avoid the circumstances when the state has to p ick up the
tab and p u b l i c h e a l t h is put at risk."
G a y l a B e n e f i e l d of L i b b y asked the S e n a t e committee to keep the act on the books so
that a t r a g e d y such as the one that occurred in her town doesn't h a p p e n again. H u n d r e d s
of p e o p l e have become ill or died f r o m asbestos-related disease near the f ormer W.R.
Grace v e r m i c u l i t e mine in Libby.
"Let's ke ep the i n t e g r i t y of Montana by k e ep ing our doors open to indu s t ry , but let us lay
down s o l i d ground rules be fore industry comes in so history and horror wi l l not repeat
i t s e l f for another decade," B e n e f i e l d said. "The choice is yours."
But others said environmental pro t e c t i on w i l l not evaporate, because dozens of laws are
on the books to pro t e c t M o n t a n a ' s water, air and land. Minor changes to M E P A are
n e e d e d , t h e y said.
" J o b s are on the l i n e , busines se s are on the line," said Kim L i l e s of M i s s o u l a . "Montana
at l ea s t needs to appear l i k e a b u s i n e s s - f r i e n d l y state."
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A i l i n g r e s id en t s of Libby make p l e a to governor
By KATHLEEN McLAUGHLIN Missoulian S t a t e Bureau
Asbestos i s victims seek h e l p at C a p i t o l
HELENA - Gov. J u d y Martz got a close-up view of the devastation of asbestos
poisoning in Libby when Les Skramstad showed her his f a m i l y photo on Wednesday.
Four of his f i v e immediate f a m i l y members, including Skramstad h imse l f , have been
sickened by asbestosis.
Skramstad and several other Libby residents met at the C a p i t o l with the Republican
governor, intent on convincing her that the state needs to s t ep up its involvement in the
publ i c heal th crises surrounding the W.R. Grace and Co.'s abandoned vermiculite mine
there. They said that to date, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has been the
sole d e f e n d e r of Libby residents.
"What I'm going to ask you to be is our champion, because we d e f i n i t e l y need he lp f rom
Helena," Skramstad, a former mine employee, told Martz.
The governor p l e d g e d to do whatever she could to aid the Libby community, but
warned that certain things can't be accomplished at the state government level. That's
why, Martz said, she asked EPA Administrator Christ ie T o d d Whitman to visit Libby to
assess the damage.
"I know we have to get the cleanup done and I want Chris t ie T o d d Whitman out here to
see that," said Martz. "I'd like to have a town meeting there so she can hear what's
happened."
Martz spoke of her own experience growing up in Butte among toxic waste sites and
urged Libby community leaders to come up with a list of priorit ies with which she can
h e l p . She agreed to study any issue they bring f o r t h and said the Libby health crisis is
already at the top of her own l i s t .
"Our heart's there; can we get a pocketbook there? That's what we have to work on,"
said Martz.
"I can't imagine being in your shoes, when the fru s trat ion is high," Martz added.
Already, nearly 200 deaths in Libby have been linked to asbestos poisoning from the
W.R. Grace vermiculite mining operation, which shut down years ago. As f ederal
health-screening results of residents from last summer have started to come back,
dozens more p e o p l e are f i n d i n g out they have asbestosis and related ailments,
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Gayla Bene f i e ld , whose parents died of asbestosis, warned that financial burdens to the
state could be massive. Benefie ld to ld the governor, "Our priorities change daily."
"There's no way that, a year ago, we could have comprehended the situation that we're
in now," she added.
The prospect of W.R. Grace declaring bankruptcy is most worrisome at the moment. If
the company gets bankruptcy protect ion, those suing for medical costs will be left out in
the cold with the state holding the financial bag, Benefie ld and the others predicted.
Former mine worker LeRoy Thorn, who does not have asbestos poisoning, told Martz
that while the EPA has been extremely h e l p f u l , "We'd like to see a l i t t l e more
p a r t i c i p a t i o n from the state."
At the end of meeting, Martz took umbrage at the notion that the 2001 L e g i s l a t u r e ' s p lan
to change the Montana Environmental Policy Act could create future situations like the
toxic damage in Libby.
Martz said changes to MEPA will do nothing but speed up the permitting process for
industry operations. Current law, she said, will protect environmental interests.
W e d n e s d a y ' s meeting arose out of a recent tiff between the g o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e and Libby
residents. S h o r t l y a f t e r Martz took o f f i c e , they requested a meeting and got a response
in the way of a form letter sent to all p e op l e who want to meet with the governor. That
drew a second, angry response from Libby residents to Martz, leading to the meeting.
Yet it already appears that Martz is more engaged in what's happening in Libby than her
predecessor, former Gov Marc Racicot who was raised in Libby. Rep. Eileen Carney,
D-Libby, said Racicot did not seem interested in involving himsel f in the controversy.
Libby res idents , she said, have more hope for Martz.
"I think they were real di sappointed in Marc Racicot," said Carney.
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Asbestosis victimsseek help at Capitol
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L J NMissou l ian Sta t e Bureau

H E L E N A - Gov. J u d y Martz
got a close-up view of thedevastation of asbestos poisoningin Libby when Les Skramstadshowed her his f a m i l y photo onWednesday. Four of his f iveimmediate f a m i l y members,including Skramstad h i m s e l f , havebeen sickened by asbestosis.Skramstad and several other

'What I'm going to ask
you to be is ourchampion, because we
definitely need help
from Helena. '

- Les Skrams tad,asbestosis victim

Libby residents met at the Capi to lwith the Republican governor,intent on convincing her that thestate needs to s t ep up itsinvolvement in the pub l i c health

crises surrounding the W.R. Gracea n d C o . ' s abandoned vermiculitemine there. T h e y said that to date ,the U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency has been the sole d e f e n d e rof Libby residents."What I ' m going t o a s k y o u t obe is our champion, because wed e f i n i t e l y need h e l p from Helena,"Skramstad, a former mineemployee, to ld Martz.The governor p l e d g e d to dowhatever she could to aid theLibby community, but warned thatcertain things can' t beaccomplished at the state
See LIBBY, Page A5

' e m i n e n t level. T h a t ' s why,rtz said, she asked EPAf l j i m i n i s t r a t o r Christie T o d d
J itman to visit Libby to assessdamage.jj "I know we have to get thet t e anup done and I wantC$mst i e T o d d W h i t m a n out heret o s e e that," said Martz. " I ' d l iketo have a town meeting there socan hear what ' s happened."j£ Martz spoke of her ownf i p e r i en c e growing up in Buttel o n g toxic waste sites and

urged Libby community leadersto come up with a list ofpriorit ie s with which she canhelp. She agreed to s tudy anyissue they bring f o r t h and saidthe Libby hea l th crisis is alreadyat the top of her own l i s t ."Our heart's there; can weg e t a pocketbook there? T h a t ' swhat we have to work on," saidMartz."I can't imagine being in yourshoes, when the f r u s t r a t i o n ishigh," Martz added.Already, nearly 200 deaths inLibby have been linked toasbestos poisoning from theW.R. Grace vermiculite mining

operation, which shut downyears ago. As f e d e r a l heal th-screening results of re s ident sf r o m last summer have started tocome back, dozens more p e o p l eare f i n d i n g out they haveasbestosis and re la t ed ai lments .Gayla B e n e f i e l d , whoseparents died of asbestosis,warned that f inanc ia l burdens tothe state could be massive.Benef i e ld to ld the governor,"Our priori t ie s change daily.""There's no way that , a yearago, we could havecomprehended the s i tuat ion thatwe're in now," she added .The prospect of W.R. Grace

dec lar ing bankruptcy is mostworrisome at the moment. If thecompany gets bankruptcyprot e c t ion, those suing formedical costs wil l be left out inthe cold with the s tate ho ld ingthe f i n a n c i a l bag, Bene f i e ld andthe others pr ed i c t ed .Former mine worker LeRoyThorn, who does not haveasbestos poisoning, t o l d Martzthat while the EPA has beenextremely h e l p f u l , " W e ' d like t osee a l i t t l e more p a r t i c i p a t i o nf rom the state."At the end of meeting, Martztook umbrage at the notion thatthe 2001 Legislature's p lan to

change the MontanaEnvironmental Pol i cy Act couldcreate f u t u r e s i tua t ions like thetoxic damage in Libby.Martz said changes to MEPAwil l do no th ing but speed up thep e r m i t t i n g process for indus tryoperations. Current law, shesaid, will protect environmentalinterests.W e d n e s d a y ' s meeting aroseout of a recent tiff between theg o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e a n d Libbyresidents. S h o r t l y a f t e r Martztook o f f i c e , they requested ameeting and got a response inthe way of a form l e t t e r sent toall p e o p l e who want to meet with

the governor. T h a t drewsecond, angry response ^Libby re s ident s to Martz, l eaaito the meeting.Yet it a lready appear s thatMartz is more engaged in whath a p p e n i n g in Libby than herpredecessor, former Gov MarcRacicot who was raised in LibbRep. Eileen Carney, D-Libby,said Racicot did not seeminterested in involving h i m s e l fthe controversy. Libby residentshe said, have more hope forMartz."I think they were reald i s a p p o i n t e d in Marc Racicot,>:

said Carney.
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t i t i g a n t s
Qgntlnued*-«*«ISiger S u l l i v a n , who representsdozens of Libby residents suing
WJBL. Grace.l^The company now fac e sa j j p u t 120 p end ing suits f romf e p n e r and current LibbyI residents who have beensickened by exposure to asbestosOT who have had f a m i l y memberswith the disease. Dozens of cases|<asbestos exposure and deathsbeen linked to thep p a n y ' s now-defunct

vermiculite mine on the ou t sk i r t sof Libby. The mine, which shutdown 10 years ago, releaseddangerous t r emol i t e asbestosinto the air as part of itsprocessing of vermiculite, asubstance used in insu la t ion andp o t t i n g soil.Those suing Grace want torecover financial damages fortheir health-care costs ands u f f e r i n g . If the company goesbankrupt, they say, they won' thave anywhere to turn but thewel fare system.In a meeting Wedne sday withGov. Judy Martz, Libbycommunity organizer G a y l a
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L i t i g a n t s f e a r p o s s i b l e Grace bankrup t cy
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I NM i s s o u i i a n S t a t e Bureau

H E L E N A - N e w s early t h i syear that W.R. Grace and Co.migh t d e c lare b a n k r u p t c y toprotec t i t s e l f aga in s t co s t ly
l i t i g a t i o n h;i s many Libby r e s i d e n t swa i t ing on p i n s and needles to seeif their l a w s u i t s against thecompany w i l l disappear.

I n J a n u a r y , f inancial s tatementsf rom the company warned W.R.Grace migh t seek Chapter 11protect ion. Financial news reports

t h a t f o l l o w e d led to a drop in thec o m p a n y ' s stock prices and haveLibby residents, many of whomhave suits pending against thecompany, anxious about theoutcome.
" I t ' s o n e more challenge thatwe face in what has already been avery complex and extensiveprocess of trying to get jus t ice forp e o p l e who have been seriouslyinjured through no f a u l t of theirown," said K a l i s p e l l attorney

See LITIGANTS, Page AS

B e n e f i e l d said a Gracebankrupt cy d e c l a r a t i o n would"not on ly destroy a town and acommunity, but d e s t roy a s tate
f i n a n c i a l l y . "Besides the ment i on ofC h a p t e r 11 in J a n u a r y , W.R.Grace o f f i c i a l s have been s i l en tabout t h e i r in t ent ions ." W e ' r e n o t s p e c u l a t i n g . T os p e c u l a t e sometimes de terminesthe conclusion," said G r e gEuston, a company spokesman.Bill Corcoran, W.R. Graceand Co. vice pr e s id en t for publ i cand regula tory a f f a i r s , said in at e l e p h o n e interview Wedne sdaythat i f the company does f i l e for

bankruptcy protec t ion againstsome 120,000 lawsuitsnationwide, it will retain itshealth-care p lan for Libbyresidents. To date, 115 p e o p l ehave enrolled in the program, headded." I t ' s a good program; i t ' s af a i r program," said Corcoran.Benef i e ld and others warnedMartz on Wednesday that thestate must be prepared to kick inf i n a n c i a l l y if the bankruptcymoves forward and their claimsagainst W.R. Grace aredismissed. Those who worked atthe mine would turn to theworkers' compensation system

for health-care assistance, whilethose exposed to asbestos j u s tf rom living in the communitywouldn't know where to gethelp.Brent S k r a m s t a d , 42, said hed o e s n ' t q u a l i f y f o r a n y privateinsurance because he hasasbestosis. If he were to fallseriously il l , his medical b i l l scould not be leveraged againstW.R. Grace because he neverworked at the mine."What about the other 500 or600 kids who got it p l a y i n g onthe same baseball f i e l d as I did?"Skramstad asked Martz.The governor cautioned that

neither she nor f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l scan in t er f e r e in j u d i c i a lproceedings like a bankruptcycase. But she urged the Libbyresidents to t e s t i f y at anyproceedings so j u d g e s knc icquandary they face.Corcoran said the company isreviewing its options. He notedthat while Libby has been al i gh t en ing rod for mediaat t en t i on , cases there representless than one-tenth of pendingclaims against W.R. Grace andCo. "We're not having a f inancialcrisis, w e ' r e having a l i t i g a t i o ncrisis," said Corcoran.
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PA taking samplesof Libby track soil
LIBBY - EnvironmentalProtection Agency personnel arecollecting soil samples from andaround the track at Libby HighSchool to determine whether thereis any asbestos contamination.The school district usedtailings from W.R. Grace andCo.'s vermiculite mine and millcomplex as a track surface fromthe early 1970s until 1983. Thetrack was paved with asphalt a f t e rGrace warned the di s tr ic t thatasbestos f ib er s in the tai l ingscould pose problems.Last month, school districtsuperintendent Kirby Maki askedthe EPA to conduct tests, removethe tailings and replace them withfill material, and re ins ta l l thetrack surface.The EPA has startedinvestigating school property tof i n d where the contaminatedmaterial may have been spread.Paul Peronard, t h e E P A ' slocal coordinator, said recentlythat winter sampling is difficultand jackhammers have been usedto get some samples out of theground.Grace tested the track in 1981and found what a company memocalled surpr i s ingly high f iberconcentrations stirred up byrunners.The EPA also has started itssecond phase of air s ampl ing atarea houses, Peronard said.Associated Press
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Libby
Continued

Martz also asked forW h i t m a n ' s assistance i n f i n d i n gf ederal d o l l a r s for the estimated$20 million to $30 mil l ion toclean up the open-pit Zortmanand Landusky gold mines nearthdlort Belknap IndianReservation.Whitman was noncommittalbut open about a tr ip toMontana. She told Martz shewould check her schedule andsee what she could do."That's the kind of thing Ilike to do," Whitman said at theend of the 10-minute chat.Whitman, former Republ i cangovernor of New Jers ey , alsop l e d g e d to look for room in theEPA budget request to h e l pMontana with Zortman c l eanupcosts.Martz said i t ' s important thatWhitman see the keyenvironmental sites in Montana.

Martz askshead of EPAto visit Libby
By KATHLEEN McLAUGHUNMissoulian State Bureau

HELENA - Gov. Judy Martz wantsU.S. Environmental Protection AgencyAdministratorChristie Whitmanto see f irsthand thedevastation ofasbestos-relateddisease in Libbyand the need forcomprehensivecleanup at theZortman andLandusky mines innorthern Montana.In a phone call to Whitman onMonday, Martz invited the Busha d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s new EPA director to visitMontana for an in-depth look at Libby,where the EPA is engaged in a massivecleanup of the former W.R. Grace andCo. venniculite mine.
See L I B B Y , PagpA8\

In particular, she said, tounderstand the p l i g h t of Libbyi t ' s essential t o talk with t h eresidents.Since the W.R. Grace mineshut down 10 years ago, some 200asbestosis-related deaths havebeen linked to mine production.Dozens more people are beingdiagnosed with asbestosis eachmonth in Libby as new federaltest reports come outOn Libby, Whitman said,"The most important thing isthat we continue to do what'sright at that site.""You hear so many d i f f e r e n tsides," said Martz. "I think itwould be advantageous to comeout here and take a look.". Til certainly take a look atit," W h i t m a n said. "I just haveno idea what the schedule is."Martz a l luded to the ongoingd e l i c a t e r e la t i on sh ip betweenstate and f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l sworking on cleanup and healthconcerns in Libby. Mostrecently, the Martz

administration cried f ou l overfedera l health screening resultsbeing released to media out l e t sbefore her own o f f i c e ."That's a f ine balancing actup in that area right now," saidMartz. "If you are able to comeout, you'll get a better feel ."Whitman had not heardabout the Zortman andLandusky mines previously, butsaid she would studyinformation from M a r t z ' s o f f i c eand consider adding f u n d s forcleanup into t h e EPA's budgetproposal. She said the budget is"not f i r m l y set."Jan Sensibaugh, director ofthe state Department ofEnvironmental Quality,explained to Whitman that thes tate inherited cleanup costs forZortman and Landusky mineswhen Pegasus G o l d wentbankrupt. T h e c o m p a n y ' sreclamation bond was notenough to cover costs, so thestate face s a h e f t y tab. T h a t ' swhy Martz wants the EPA to

s t e p in with f inancial help.She told Whitman the$20 million to $30 million f igurenow being mentioned by FortBelknap tribal o f f i c i a l s isreasonable."I think they're right in whatth ey're asking for and we ' l l b esupportive of that," said Martz.Said Whitman: " W e ' l lcertainly take a look at that aswe prioritize."Martz said she won't make ita habit to contact the EPAadministrator every time there'sa problem in Montana. Rather,she will only make the plea onthe most serious of issues.Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont.,also has asked Whitman toattend a f i e l d hearing of theSenate and Environment andPublic Works Committee inLibby on April 11. Baucus, asenior member of thecommittee, said its memberswill discuss the needs of p e o p l ewho have been exposed toasbestos and the cleanup.
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J u d g e says EPA can have accessto former vermiculite mine site
A federa l j u d g e in Missoulahas ruled that the EnvironmentalProtection Agency will have fullaccess to the former W. R.Grace and Co. mine site and twoother properties near Libby.Montana' s Chief U.S. DistrictJ u d g e Donald Molloy ruled lastweek that EPA will haveimmediate access to thec o m p a n y ' s former vermiculitemine and screening plant inLibby. The EPA f i l e d suit lastSeptember a f t e r Grace o f f i c i a l shad denied the federal agencyaccess to the site. Also named inthe suit was KootenaiDevelopment Co., whichpurchased the property fromGrace a f t e r the mine closed in1990."The EPA has a statutoryright of access to each of theKootenai D e v e l o p m e n t ' s

properties in order to ' d e t e r m i n ethe need for response or theappropr ia t e response or toe f f e c t u a t e a response action,' " t~Molloy wrote in his opinion. :*Several publ i shed reports in-1999 linked the Grace mine to"scores of asbestos-related deathsand illnesses among Libbyresidents and former employees.Grace operated the mine from1963 until its closure in 1990.The EPA has beenconducting investigations intoasbestos contamination atseveral locations sinceNovember 1999. When the EPAsought permission to removeasbestos-contaminated soil from;the site, Grace acquiredownership of KootenaiD e v e l o p m e n t ' s stock andrevoked EPA's access to the site.Garyjahrig, Missoulfan
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Libby: 680 cases ofasbestosis reported
conUmMd from 1A
o f f u n d i n g f o r p a y f o r t r ea t-ment of the hundred s whowil l l i k e l y need it.Martz vowed to s t u d y theissues and set as ide time for af a c e - t o - f a c e mee t ing aboutL i b b y h e a l t h care l a t e r t h i ssummer.Commis s i oner s want tomeet in H e l e n a with the gov-ernor a f t e r t h e U.S. A g e n c yfor T o x i c S u b s t a n c e s and Dis-ease Regi s t ry releases thef i n a l r e su l t s o f last s u m m e r ' sasbes tos screening of morethan 6,000 f o r m e r and currentL i b b y r e s i d e n t s . A pre l imi-nary report in F e b r u a r y saidthat one in three p e o p l e t e s t -ed showed signs of medicala b n o r m a l i t i e s that might indi-cate asbestos exposure. Thef i n a l numbers are due out inl a t e A u g u s t .W i t h h u n d r e d s o f p e o p l esick in L i b b y and the l i s te x p e c t e d to grow, the town,county and s ta t e f a c e anuncertain f u t u r e in f u n d i n gheal th-care needs. M e d i c a lt r ea tment for a s b e s t o s i s i se s t i m a t e d to cost $500,000over a p e r s o n ' s l i f e t i m e .Dr. Michael S p e n c e , thes t a t e ' s c h i e f medical o f f i c e r ,said that 22 percent of thep e o p l e screened f o r asbes tos-re la t ed di sease s are wi thou th e a l t h insurance. And an evengreat er p e r c e n t a g e is under-insured, or l a c k i n g coveraget o pay a l l t h e i r heal th-careneeds , S p e n c e t o l d t h e gover-nor and county commiss ion-ers."We have to have a very

sound p l a n for when we gof o r t h w i t h this," said S p e n c e .W i n d o m said whi l e W.R.Grace and Co. now has a med-ical p l a n for f o r m e r minersa n d the ir f a m i l i e s , " w e d o n ' tknow how long that will lastand how it wi l l be f u n d e d . "T h e c ompany d e c lar edb a n k r u p t c y ear l i er t h i s year,but a f e d e r a l b a n k r u p t c yj u d g e a p p r o v e d W . R . Gracea n d C o . ' s request t o continuei t s medical p l a n f o r Libby .The company has said it wi l lcontinue the medical p l a n intothe f u t u r e but has made nog u a r a n t e e it w i l l survivei n d e f i n i t e l y .W h i l e th e issue o f c l eaningup remaining asbe s to s haz-ards around L i b b y is impor-t a n t , W i n d o m t o l d t h e gover-n o r , t h e t o w n ' s medical prob-lems are an even b i g g e rissue. She p r e d i c t e d that med-ical e x p e n s e s f r o m L i b b ycould cost f e d e r a l and s tatemedica l p r o g r a m s m i l l i o n s o f
d o l l a r s .If W.R. Grace and Co. i sa l l o w e d to move f orward withc l e a n i n g up the town, W i n d o ms a i d , the county commission-ers would l ik e to see the com-p a n y e s t a b l i s h a trus t f u n dthat would cover medi ca lc o s t s o f tho s e w h o f a l l i l l .M a r t z , s c h e d u l e d nextweek to make her f i r s t t r i p toL i b b y a s governor, said s h e ' sl o o k i n g into a l l the issues thec o m m u n i t y f a c e s ." Y o u c a n ' t d o ev e ry th ingfor ev erybody, but how doyou make the best out of s i tu-at ion you have?" the governorsaid.



Congress ional derogat iondiffers on Libby decis ions
By KATHLEEN McUUBHLIN

IR State Bureau
H E L E N A — T h e memberso f M o n t a n a ' s congres s ionald e l e g a t i o n agree on at l eas tone th ing when it comes toLibby. T h e y al l say t a x p a y e r sshould not be l e f t h o l d i n g thebag for cleaning up the town.U.S. Sens . Max Baucus andConrad Burns, and Rep. Den-nis Rehberg have d i f f e r e n tviews about how the s ta t eand f e d e r a l governmentsshould proceed in thec l eanup o f L i b b y ' s a sbe s to scontamination. But theyagree that W.R. Grace andCo., which o p e r a t e d the ver-m i c u l i t e mine that produc edthe a sbe s to s waste, ought topay the tab.And they say the choiceabout whether to l i s t Libbyand surrounding v ermi cu l i t emine p r o p e r t i e s on the U . S .Environmental Pro t e c t i onA g e n c y ' s Nat iona l PrioritiesList — the S u p e r f u n d —should be made by the p e o p l ewho live there.Burns said h e ' s been try-ing to g a t h e r d e t a i l e d i n f o r -mation f r o m the EPA and"hasn' t had a lo t o f luck." Hesaid he wants a f u l l account-ing "of how e f f e c t i v e theyhave been on cleaning up andd e a l i n g with the prob l em athand."Like Gov. J u d y Martz ,Burns said he is not so ld onthe notion that a S u p e r f u n dd e s i g n a t i o n would be theanswer t o L i b b y ' s problems.H e said other S u p e r f u n ds i t e s around the country havebeen r i d d l e d with prob l emsand he doe sn' t believe Libbyshould have to endure anyadd i t i ona l economic hard-s h i p s that might come in thewake of a S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g ."The track record i s n ' tgood when i t ' s a d e s i g n a t e dsite," said Burns.Burns said h e ' d l ike t o s e ea more creative s o l u t i o n putto work in Libby, such as a

Baucus

Burns

direct con-gre s s i ona la p p r o p r i a t i o nto the s t a t e ofMontana f o rc l eanupwork. Hesaid hebelieves thep e o p l e wholive in Mon-tana woulddo a b e t t erjob than theEPA of bring-ing the issueto closure."The s tateagencies arep r o b a b l y al i t t l e moreconcernedand sens i t iveto the area,"said Burns.Baucus,meanwhile ,said h e h a s n ' truled out anyo p t i o n s whenit comes toLibby. TheDemocratsenior senator said a S u p e r -f u n d l i s t i n g i s n ' t e s s ent ial ,as "there are various waysto clean it up.""I know there's mixedf e e l i n g s about it," said Bau-cus." I ' l l s u p p o r t t h e resi-den t s of Libby," he said. "IfLibby wants to be d e s i g n a t -e d o n t h e N P L l i s t , I ' l l sup-port that.""Even i f i t ' s n o t l i s t e d ,there are various ways toclean it up," he a d d e d .Baucus said he wouldconsider spec ia l congres-sional means to rid thetown of a sbe s to s contami-nation, but the f i r s t order isto wait and see whetherM a r t z a p p r o v e s a S u p e r -f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n .For his par t , Rehbergsaid he views his job now asg a t h e r i n g as much in f orma-tion as po s s i b l e so the gov-

Rehberg

ernor and others can make ani n f o r m e d dec i s ion."I want to know all thepros and cons, and I wanteven more time s p en t on thecons so I can b e t t e r make myargument s for the pro s , or atl ea s t I know where the p i t -f a l l s are," said Rehberg.T h e s t a t e ' s lone U . S . H o u s emember asked las t week fora General Account ing O f f i c eaudit of EPA prac t i c e s inLibby, saying he wants toknow how the asbestos issuepas s ed unnoticed f o rdecades. Rehberg al sorequested a d e ta i l ed account-ing of the $30 m i l l i o n theEPA e x p e c t s to have spent onLibby c l eanup o p e r a t i o n s bythe end of th i s year.Rehberg, a Repub l i can ,said h e do e sn ' t b e l i eve th eEPA has m i s s p e n t money inLibby, but he wants a clearp i c t u r e of e x a c t l y where thef u n d s have gone.Burns also criticizeds p e n d i n g habi t s o f the E P A .H e said that t o o o f t e n , f e d e r -al agencies f o c u s their cashand time on l e g a l w r a n g l i n g

over S u p e r f u n d sites." T h e s e l i s t i n g s a r e n ' t a l lthat good because t h e y tendto waste a lot of money," saidBurns, a R e p u b l i c a n . " T h a t ' smoney we could spend clean-ing up."Baucus said his top priori-ty will be h o l d i n g W.R. Graceand Co. r e s p o n s i b l e for theb i l l s , no matter who takescharge of cleanup operations."I think the p o l l u t e r sshould pay, not the t a x p a y -ers," said Baucus. "I'm no tgoing to give up making sureW.R. Grace pay s for it."In any event, Baucus said,W.R. Grace and Co. "shouldnot be l e f t on its own."I f t h e company i s a l l owedto conduct the c l eanup opera-t ions in Libby, Baucus sa id ,he wants the program moni-tored by the EPA.T h e congres s ional d e l e g a -tion d o e s n ' t a c t u a l l y haveau thor i ty over whetherL i b b y ' s asbestos waste sitesmake the S u p e r f u n d l i s t .However , Baucus, Burns andRehberg have been heavilyinvolved in the issue.

E a a l e T i r e Brake,



U.S. S e n a t e pane l to l ook at L i b b y
H E L E N A - L e a d i n g U . S . s enator s w i l l g e t a p e r s o n a l l e s s o non the d a n g e r s o f a sbe s to s c o n t a m i n a t i o n in L i b b y t h i s a f t e r n o o n ,d u r i n g a c o m m i t t e e h e a r i n g on w o r k p l a c e a s b e s t o s e x p o s u r e .T h e S e n a t e C o m m i t t e e o n H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n , L a b o r a n d Pen-s ions w i l l hear i n W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., f r o m tho s e f a m i l i a r w i t h t h easbe s t o s t o l l taken i n L i b b y , i n c l u d i n g M o n t a n a Democrat U . S .S e n . Max Baucus and Dr. Alan W h i t e h o u s e , a S p o k a n e p h y s i c i a nwho has t r ea t ed h u n d r e d s o f L i b b y a sbe s t o s v i c t i m s .The U.S. S e n a t e h e a r i n g , c a l l e d f or by S e n . Patty M u r r a y , D-W a s h . , w i l l f o c u s o n w o r k p l a c e s a f e t y a n d a sb e s t o s c on tamina-t i on. T h e h e a r i n g w i l l a d d r e s s o th er i s su e s o f w o r k p l a c e e x p o s u r eto a s b e s t o s beyond what has h a p p e n e d in L i b b y .

— IR State Bureau
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weignmgop t ions onL i b b y c l eanup
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N

IR State Bureau
H E L E N A — G o v . J u d y M a r t z i s n o t convincedt h a t S u p e r i ' u n d s t a t u s i s t h e bes t w a y t o h a n d l e

L i b b y ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s .W h i l e the governor has not yet made a dec i-^m\ on the i s s u e , she said in a recent i n t e r v i e wmat she sees d r a w b a c k s to u s ing the S u p e r f u n d
p r o g r a m in L i b b y and some a d v a n t a g e s to hav-
ing W.R. G r a c e and Co. c l ean up a s b e s t o s haz-ard s in and around the communi ty.

C h i e f among tho s e a d v a n t a g e s , she s a id , i sthat Grace could get t h i n g s done more q u i c k l ythan could the U.S Environmental Pro t e c t i onA g e n c y ."When government d o e s t h i n g s , t h ey move atg la c ia l speed," said Martz . "When you mandatep r i v a t e i n d u s t r y t o d o i t , t h e y ' l l g e t i t done."M a r t z ' s d e c i s i o n i s crucial t o a n u p c o m i n gp r o p o s a l f r o m the EPA to l i s t L i b b y and sur-r o u n d i n g mine s i t e s on the S u p e r f u n d nat ionalp r i o r i t i e s l i s t . T h e E P A ' s 5-year-old p o l i c y o fg a t h e r i n g l o c a l a p p r o v a l b e f o r e l i s t i n g
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Evans. I t ' s t h e number o n e

C l e a n u p : Questions remain regarding status
continued f r o m 1A

a S u p e r f u n d s i t e meansM o n t a n a ' s R e p u b l i c a n gover-nor has near-veto power overh a d e s i g n a t i o n . The EPA'ha s on ly once gone over a gov-e r n o r ' s head ( i n W i s c o n s i n ) t op l a c e a site on the S u p e r f u n dl i s t .The governor said she isg a t h e r i n g a l l t h e i n f o r m a t i o ns h e c a n about L i b b y ' s s i t u a t i o nand the o p t i o n s for making it as a f e and h e a l t h y community.
On A u g . 8, M a r t z wi l l s p endrhe day in L i b b y t a l k i n g wi thr e s i d e n t s and o f f i c i a l s aboutt h e a s b e s t o s s i t u a t i o n . I t w i l lbe her f i r s t t r i p to L i b b y since
t a k i n g o f f i c e .

" W e ' l l l i s t e n t o t h e c i t i z e n s

o f L i b b y and e n g a g e tho s ec l o s e s t t o t h e issue, b u t w e ' l la l s o r e ly on i n f o r m a t i o n f r o mthe EPA and W.R. Grace,"M a r t z said.R e c e n t l y , M a r t z reques t edan e x t e n s i v e l i s t of in f orma-t ion f r o m the EPA about whatis go ing on in Libby . She askedfor s p e c i f i c s on what h a p p e n sto p r o p e r t y values under aS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n and th ep o s s i b i l i t y o f the s t a t e beingrequired to f o o t 10 percent oft h e b i l l f o r c l eanup ." A l l I ' m t r y i n g t o d o i s t a l kto bo th s ide s and f i n d solu-tions," said Martz .S u p e r f u n d s i t e s are knownf o r l e n g t h y d e l a y s i n p r o g r e s s
and can take years to be com-p l e t e d , "if t h er e ever is an

end," said the governor.W h i l e she maintained thather mind is in no way made upon the L i b b y - S u p e r f u n d i s sue,M a r t z said a c l e a n u p programrun by the company h o l d s ad i s t i n c t e d g e over a p r o g r a mrun by the f e d e r a l and s ta t egovernment s .In the end, said M a r t z ,"There are no guarant e e s ,whether you have an EPAS u p e r f u n d or you have W.R.Grace do it."M a r t z has come underintense cr i t i c i sm f r o m L i b b yr e s i d e n t s in recent weeks forf a i l i n g to travel there to meetwith a s b e s t o s vic t ims ando ther l o c a l s .She d id meet wi th a s b e s t o svic t ims th i s winter, when

L i b b y r e s i d e n t s t r a v e l e d t oH e l e n a . A t that m e e t i n g , M a r t zp l e d g e d to do whatever shecould to h e l p a s b e s t o s vict ims.I n l a t e M a y , t h e governormet with t op o f f i c i a l s f r o mW.R. Grace and Co., s t i r r i n gmore o u t r a g e f r o m L i b b y resi-d e n t s who say the governor isl i s t e n i n g only to the c o m p a n ythat i n j u r e d the ir town.The governor says she wi l lmake her dec i s ion about L i b b ybased l a r g e l y on what the peo-ple of the community want.H o w e v e r , s h e n o t e d , i t ' s t o u g hto t e l l what the p e o p l e want,since the community is so
d e e p l y d i v i d e d . M a r t z said s h e
would s u p p o r t a p u b l i c vote tob e t t e r gauge t h e m a j o r i t y ' sop in ion .

man t o t r a v e l across N o r t h
A m e r i c a t o t h e P a c i f i c Ocean.H o w e v e r , when hereturned home Y o r k was notl ike ev erybody else. l ie andSacagawea were the only two
members o f the E x p e d i t i o nnot rewarded in pay. I n s t e a d ,
Y o r k was a s lave until W i l l i a mC l a r k d e c i d e d to f r e e him in1811. He s tar t ed a f r e i g h twagon bu s ine s s that soonf a i l e d , a c c ord ing t o h i s tor ians .No one r e a l l y knows whatr e a l l y h a p p e n e d t o Y o r kf r o m th e t ime o f h i s f r e e -dom to the t ime o f h i s d e a t h ,W i l l i s sa id . H e p r o b a b l y j u s tf a d e d away, h e a d d e d .T h e e x p l o r e r s named o n l yt w o p l a c e s a f t e r Y o r k , o n eb e i n g " Y o r k s 8 I s l a n d s , "
n o w Y o r k s I s l a n d s becausethere are more than e i g h t .
T h e o th er p l a c e w a s " Y o r k sDry River," which is now
C u s t e r C r e e k a l o n g t h e Y e l -
l o w s t o n c River , a c c o r d i n g t o
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T H E L O G G E R D A Y S p a r a d e l i r g l l t c l t d I n t h i w indow o f t h e W . R . Bran a n d C o . o t f l c i I n downtown L l b b y e a r l i e r t h l i month.Poisoned past.u n n p r t a i n f n t i i r i i
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L 1 B B V — E t h a n F a i r b r o t h e r w a n t s a
more c e r t a i n f u t u r e f o r h i s 1 0 - m o t U t i -o l d s o n , W y a t t , t h a n t h i s t own o f f e r s .F a i r b r o t h e r a n d h i s w i f e , C h r i s t i n a , a r e

d e t e r m i n e d to ra i s e t h e i r son in a p l a c ewhere t h e y d o n ' t have t o worry about t h e
t o x i c d a n g e r s o f a i r b o r n e a s b e s t o s . T h e y ' r eh o p i n g t o move away f r o m L i b b y soon,even i f i t ' s o n l y h e a d i n g u p t h e road 3 0m i l e s t o T r o y .T h e F a i r b r o t h e r s a r e L i b b y a s b e s t o s v i c -t i m s o f a d i f f e r -

• C O M I N B M O N D A Y

on whit's tot tor Libby,

e n t k i n d . T h e yare not s i ck ord y i n g . I n s t e a d ,t h e y l i v e in ar e n t a l house ont h e o u t s k i r t s o fL i b b y . I n t h eyard sit severalp i e c e s o f e q u i p m e n t f r o m t h e o l d W . R .Grac e and Co . v e r m i c u l i t e mine. Aft eri n s p e c t i n g th e e q u i p m e n t p a r k e d in th eF a i r b r o t h e r s ' back y a r d , o f f i c i a l s f r o m t h eU . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y t o l dt h e F a i r b r o t h e r s t h a t t h e i r c h i l d s h o u l d n ' tbe a l l o w e d to p l a y anywhere near the mess.The risk o f exposure to a sb e s t o s f r o m thed u s t — a n d t h e p o t e n t i a l o f d e a d l y r e s p i r a -t o r y d i s e a s e somewhere down the road — is
t o o g r e a t , t h e y s a i d ." W e d i d n ' t r e a l l y e x p e c t t o r u n into a l l o fth i s ," e x p l a i n s E t h a n F a i r b r o t h e r , 2 3 , s p eak-ing f r o m hi s p o s t a t L i n c o l n L a n e s , the l o ca lb o w l i n g a l l e y .F a i r b r o t h e r i s l o o k i n g a t j ob o p t i o n s ou t-s i d e L i b b y . I f t ho s e d o n ' t p a n o u t , h e s a y s ,h e ' l l k e e p h i s j o b i n L i b b y b u t move h i s f a m i -l y t o T r o y , where t h e r e ' s n o q u e s t i o n aboutt h e i r s a f e t y . I t ' s s i m p l y been t o o d i f f i c u l t , h es a y s , t o wa t ch f r i e n d s and a c q u a i n t a n c e s h i thard b y a s b e s t o s s i c kne s s e s . H e d o e s n ' t want
h i s o w n f a m i l y t o s u f f e r t h e same p r o b l e m s .Like t h e F a i r b r o t h e r s , t h e town o f L i b b y i sf a c i n g some hard choices about i t s f u t u r e .And th e d e c i s i o n s made in th e next f ewmonths seem l i k e l y to shape the town — andt h e l i v e s o f i t s r e s i d e n t s — f o r e v e r .I t h a s been n e a r l y t w o years since t h ea s b e s t o s t ime bomb t i c k i n g i n L i b b y e x p l o d -«d u n d e r a na t i ona l s p o t l i g h t . N e w s r e p o r t sIn N o v e m b e r 1999 d e t a i l e d years o f wide-i p r e a d d e a t h and s i ckne s s in t h i s s m a l ln o r t h w e s t e r n M o n t a n a t own, l i n k e d t o t h ed u l l o f a l o c a l mine tha t p r o d u c e d vermi-c u l l t e f o r i n s u l a t i o n , p o t t i n g s o i l s a n d o t h e rp r o d u c t s s h i p p e d around the country. V e r m i -c u l l l e , a s h i n y , m i c a l i k e m a t e r i a l t h a t• x p a n d a l i k e p o p c o r n when i t ' s h e a t e d , w a sp r i m a r i l y m a r k e t e d across the c o u n t r y asZ o n o l l t e brand i n s u l a t i o n .

A i r b o r n e f i b e r s f r o m v e r m i c u l i t e ' s natu-r« l ly o c c u r r i n g c o m p a n i o n — t r e m o l i t e• i b t i t o s — ar e b e i n g b lamed f o r k i l l i n g andl l c k c n l n g f o r m e r m i n e r s , t h e i r f a m i l i e s a n dO t h e r L i b b y r e s i d e n t s .N a w i o f t h e h e a l t h c r i s i s i n L i b b y drew

M l c t i n l E a l l i c t l i r Missaulian Huff Phnlugraphet
LES SKRAMSTAD s top s to catch his breath on a recent tour of his p r o p e r t y south of L i b b y . Les, d i a g n o s e d with asbasto-sls In 1996, was t o l d than he had f r o m f i v e to 10 years to l i v e .

Libby must dec idewhether to entrust itsc leanup to W.R. Graceor seek S u p e r f u n d s tatus
t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e U . S . E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o -t e c t i o n A g e n c y , which d i s p a t c h e d a n emer-gency c l e a n u p crew to L i b b y at the end of1999. T h a t crew has s ince b l o w n out i t s bud-get and overrun the a g e n c y ' s c l o c k on suchp r o j e c t s , t y p i c a l l y l i m i t e d t o one year and $2m i l l i o n wor th o f work. By the end o f t h i syear, the EPA e x p e c t s to have s p e n t $30 mil-l i o n in e m e r g e n c y a c t i on money in two year sin L i b b y .As the e m o t i o n a l shock has b e g u n to wearo f f , L i b b y h a s h i t a c r o s s r o a d s : S t a t e , l o c a land f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s must d e c i d e how to
move f o r w a r d .T y p i c a l l y , when th e EPA d e c i d e s an emer-g e n c y a c t i o n is c o m p l e t e but more work isn e e d e d , t h e S u p e r f u n d p r o g r a m s t e p s i n a n d
t a k e s over f o r t h e l o n g h a u l ."The na ture o f my bu s in e s s i s t h a t the
M a r i n e s h i t t h e beach. Once t h a t ' s done , t h er e g u l a r A r m y comes in ," said P a u l P e r o n a r d ,e m e r g e n c y r e s p o n s e l e a d e r f o r t h e E P A ' sr e g i o n a l o f f i c e in Denver and on- s i t e coordi-

n a t o r in L i b b y .Y e t t h e p r o s p e c t o f l i s t i n g L i b b y a n d t h enearby f o r m e r m i n i n g p r o p e r t i e s o n t h eE P A ' s S u p e r f u n d N a t i o n a l P r i o r i t i e s L i s t h a sg e n e r a t e d h e a t e d c o n t r o v e r s y .L i b b y ' s e n v i r o n m e n t a l p r o b l e m s a r e a n y -t h i n g b u t t y p i c a l . T h e w i d e s p r e a d d e a t h s a n dd a m a g e done to the town over the years —a l o n g w i t h t h e h i g h l y c o n t e n t i o u s r e l a t i o n -s h i p b e t w e e n many r e s i d e n t s a n d t h e m i n i n gc o m p a n y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p o l l u t i o n here —g i v e t h i s p o t e n t i a l S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g a who l enew set of p r o b l e m s ."We have to get b e y o n d b l a m e somehow,"sa id G o v . J u d y M a r t z , a R e p u b l i c a n w h o t o o k
o f f i c e i n J a n u a r y a n d w i l l have grea t swayover w h e t h e r L i b b y becomes p a r t o f t h eS u p e r f u n d p r i o r i t i e s l i s t .T h e governor said s h e w i l l r e l y h e a v i l y o na d v i c e f r o m l o c a l o f f i c i a l s , such a s t h e L i n -c o l n C o u n t y c o m m i s s i o n e r s . But she i s nots o l d on th e no t i on tha t a S u p e r f u n d c l e a n u pi s t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r what a i l s L i b b y .

E s s e n t i a l l y , M a r t z a n d o t h e r o f f i c i a l shave f o u r o p t i o n s :• L i s t i n g L i b b y a n d t h e s u r r o u n d i n gmine s i t e s a s S u p e r f u n d s i t e s , c l e a r i n gt h e w a y f o r a d d i t i o n a l f e d e r a l money t op a y f o r t h e c l e a n u p .
• L e t t i n g W . R . G r a c e a n d C o . , t h ec o m p a n y t h a t r a n t h e mine i n L i b b y f o rd e c a d e s , c o n d u c t a n d p a y f o r t h e c l e a n u p• G e t t i n g a s p e c i a l c o n g r e s s i o n a la p p r o p r i a t i o n t o p a y f o r t h e c l e a n u p .• C o n t i n u i n g f u n d i n g t h e E P A ' s emer-g e n c y c l e a n u p .I t ' s g e n e r a l l y agreed t h a t t h e l a s t t w oo p t i o n s a r e n ' t p a r t i c u l a r l y r e a l i s t i c , g iv ent h a t n o b o d y has r e q u e s t e d a s p e c i a l con-g r e s s i o n a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n a n d k e e p i n g t h ee m e r g e n c y crew in p l a c e wou ld be h i g h l yu n u s u a l .So most ob s erver s agree t h a t th e twochoice s f a c i n g L i b b y boil down to aS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n o r r e q u i r i n gG r a c e to c l ean up the c o n t a m i n a t i o n .But o t h e r i s s u e s come into p l a y asw e l l : A l o n g - s a g g i n g l o ca l economyw e i g h s h e a v i l y a g a i n s t h e a l t h h a z a r d s a tevery turn. T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e tween t h eEPA and W.R. G r a c e and Co. has d e t e r i o -rated t o t h e po in t t h a t o f f i c i a l s f r o me i t h e r s i d e h a v e n ' t s p o k e n i n m o n t h s .

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between the EPA andL i b b y r e s i d e n t s has been t e s t y a t t i m e s ,a n d some r e s i d e n t s j u s t d o n ' t have mucht r u s t t o s p a r e f o r t h e f e d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t .Other d i v i s i o n s in L i b b y seem to grow d e e p -er w i t h each p a s s i n g week; some r e s i d e n t s ,in f a c t , s t i l l say t h a t the h e a l t h h a z a r d s havebeen overb l own by f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s and themedia. Other r e s i d e n t s have i n c r e a s i n g l yharsh a n d b i t t e r words f o r Grac e ." T h i s e m o t i o n a l r h e t o r i c i s r e a l l y d a n g e r -ous ," c a u t i o n e d M a r t z .But for t h o s e in L i b b y who have l o s t l ov edones to a s b e s t o s i s or are t h e m s e l v e s s i c k ,e m o t i o n a l c o o l n e s s d o e s n ' t come e a s i l y . L e sS k r a m s t a d , f o r e x a m p l e , h a s a hard t imeb e i n g d e t a c h e d .S k r a m s t a d , 6 5 , worked f o r t h e Z o n o l i t emine f o r 2 ' A years a n d i s d y i n g o f a s b e s t o s i s .His w i f e and c h i l d r e n have been d iagno s edw i t h a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s e a s e s , a n d S k r a m -s tad m a i n t a i n s tha t W . R . Grace a n d C o . o f f i -c i a l s s h o u l d b e charged w i t h murder f o rwhat t h e y ' v e done t o L i b b y .S k r a m s t a d is one of the more than 120L i b b y r e s i d e n t s who have sued Grace overt h e i r i l l n e s s . A j u r y in 1997 awarded S k r a m -s t a d $660,000, an amount l a t e r l e s s e n e d in as e t t l e m e n t a g r e e m e n t w i t h t h e c o m p a n y ."I know d o g g o n e good and w e l l , if I tooks o m e b o d y ' s l i f e , there would b e s o m e t h i n gs o m e b o d y c o u l d do about i t , " said S k r a m s t a d ." P e o p l e d o n ' t seem t o g e t i t . T h e communi-ty is g o i n g to be here," he a d d e d ." T h e o n l y w a y w e ' r e r e a l l y g o i n g t o b ea b l e to l i v e here is if we clean it up."W h e n th e EPA f i r s t came to L i b b y , f e d e r a lo f f i c i a l s mounted a t w o - p r o n g e d a t t a c k , tack-
More LIBBY, page 3C
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J b b y : H a r d choices
•MM* »*• 1C
ig medica: and e n v i r o n m e r , -
i issues at the same t i m e
O n t h e m e d i c a l s i d e , f e d e r -
h e a l t h o f f i c e r s u n d e r t o o ke L a r g e s t a s b e s t o s - e x p o s u r e
reenmg i n U S h i s t o r y
l ey i n t e r v i e w e d and
anned che s t X - r a y s f r o m; a r l y 6,200 p a s t and current
b b y r e s i d e n t s , l o o k i n g f o rs p i r a t o r y p r o b l e m s a n d

r p o s u r e t o a s b e s t o s . T h es t s s h o u l d g i v e a f u l l e r p i c -
r e o f e x a c t l y how b ig th e• o b l e m o f a s b e s t o s s i c k n e s s
in L i b b y , said P e r o n a r dT h u s f a r , t h e e x p o s u r e a n di m a g e have t u r n e d out to be
r more w i d e s p r e a d thani y o n e had e x p e c t e d , eveno u g h t h e r e p o r t s p u b l i s h e d1999 l i n k e d a s b e s t o s w a s t e
om the mine to n e a r l y 200: a t h s By the t i m e al l i s sa id
i d d o n e , t h a t number c o u l d
ok very s m a l l .F e d e r a l o f f i c e r s a l s o
i d e r t o o k a mas s ive reviewL i b b y d e a t h c e r t i f i c a t e s t ott a h a n d l e on w h a t ' s hap-
;ned in th e p a s t . A n o t h e ri t i o n a l s t u d y f o u n d t h a t t h e; a t h rate f or a s b e s t o s i s inbby was 60 t ime s g r e a t e ran the n a t i o n a l av erage d u r -
g the p a s t 20 years.T h e t h i r d part o f t h e L i b b yed i ca l s t u d i e s i s a l o n g - t e r m
• o j e c t t h a t s e l e c t e d several
t z e n s i ck r e s i d e n t s f o r i n -: p t h case s t u d i e s . H e a l t h
f i c e r s want to know every-ing about each of the peo-e, f r o m how t h e y were:posed to a s b e s t o s and howng i t t ook to d e v e l o p a d i s -k S e f r o m t h e e x p o s u r e t o>w l o n g each w i l l l i v e ,a s u l t s f r o m t h i s s t u d y a r el e o u t s omet ime t h i s f a l l .B e s i d e s t h e m e d i c a l pro-c t s . t h e E P A a l s o s t a r t e d^rk r i g h t away on a s b e s t o s>t s p o t s around town. Bym m e r ' s e n d , Peronard s a i d ,

F o r i t s p a r t , W . R . G r a c ea l r e a d y has had one chance ata m a j o r c l e a n u p a c t i o n in
L i b b y s ince t h e E P A s t a r t e dwork in 1999. T o d a y , the EPAi s d e m a n d i n g t h a t t h e p r o j e c t
be r edone because it s ay s it
w a s s h o d d i l y done a n d d i d n ' tg e t r i d o f a s b e s t o s p r o b l e m s .
D e b a t e on t h a t p o i n t hash e i g h t e n e d t h e t e n s i o n sb e t w e e n G r a c e a n d t h e E P A .W h e n t h e E P A t h i s s p r i n g
r ev i ewed G r a c e ' s work at thef o r m e r mine e x p o r t p l a n : ,
where v e r m i c u l i t e was r e a d -
i e d f o r s h i p p i n g , h e a l t h o f f i -c i a l s f o u n d l i n g e r i n g t r a c e s o f
a s b e s t o s . C h u n k s o f vermic u l i t e ar e v i s i b l e t o th e nakede y e near t h e e xpor t p l a n t ' so l d b u i l d i n g s , where worker s
b a g g e d a n d p r e p a r e d vermi-c u l i t e f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n .

A l a n S t r i n g e r , G r a c e ' sp o i n t man in L i b b y , d e f e n d e d
t h e f i r m ' s work. T h e E P A , h es a i d , " i s s a y i n g t h a t w e d i d n ' tdo a good job because you cans t i l l s e e v e r r m c u l i t e p r e s e n t .T h e mere p r e s e n c e o f vermi-
c u l i t e d o e s n ' t mean y o u have
a h e a l t h hazard."T h e E P A ' s P e r o n a r d s a i d
even g e t t i n g t h e c o m p a n y t odo the work was a l o g i s t i c a l
n i g h t m a r e , w i t h G r a c e f i g h t -
ing the EPA at every t u r n ." T h e y ' v e been very d i f f i -c u l t t o work wi th ," said Per-
o n a r d .S t i l l , h e s a i d , h e w o n ' t s hu tt h e door o n f i n d i n g p r o j e c t sf o r G r a c e t o c o m p l e t e , b u t t h ec o m p a n y can o n l y work on
p r o p e r t y i t owns.S t r i n g e r said h i s c o m p a n yhas "wanted to do w h a t e v e rn e e d s to be done here f r o m
the b e g i n n i n g "" N o t h i n g h a s c h a n g e dt h e r e , w i t h o n e e x c e p t i o n , "said S t r i n g e r . " N o w t h a tw e ' v e f i l e d f o r b a n k r u p t c y ,t h e r e i s t h a t l i t t l e kink."T h e c o m p a n y e a r l i e r t h i syear f i l e d f o r C h a p t e r 1 1 pro-
t e c t i o n f r o m c r e d i t o r s , seek-e emergency r e spon s e team mg a s h i e l d f r o m a n a t i o n w i d e.11 have c o m p l e t e d nine sig

f i c a n t c l e a n u p p r o j e c t s
N O p r o c e s s i n g p l a n t s , t w o;es on and around the ver-

b a r r a g e o f consumer l a w s u i t s
over a s b e s t o s p r o d u c t s . T h e
a c t i o n t h r e w d o z e n s o f L i b b yl a w s u i t s i n t o b a n k r u p t c yi c u l i t e mine, a n d removal o f court , s l o w i n g t h e l e g a lb e s t o s f r o m thr e e school proc e s s . I f G r a c e were t o con-

acks and two r e s i d e n c e s are d u c t the c l e a n u p o p e r a t i o n s int f o r t h e E P A t o c o m p l e t e L i b b y , S t r i n g e r s a i d , t h e com-
p a n y l i k e l y wou ld have t o sub-m i t i t s p l a n s t o t h e f e d e r a lb a n k r u p t c y court f o r
a p p r o v a l .Even s o , Bi l l C o r c o r a n ,W . R . Grace and Co. vice p r e s -
i d e n t f o r p u b l i c a n d r e g u l a t o -
ry a f f a i r s , said the c o m p a n yc o u l d g e t t h e j o b done f a s t ."We could get in, do the

is year"When we s t a r t e d our
v e B t i g a t i o n s , i t was j u s t a• n p l y m a t t e r o f t r iage , " Per-ard said of the emergency
s a n u p work. " W e ' r e try^Bdo the worst f i r s t and man-e what we can get d o n e "
B y t h e e n d o f t h i s y e a r ' sn s t r u c t i o n season, P e r o n a r d

i d , t h e e m e r g e n c y r e s p o n s e c l e a n u p a n d d o i t e f f e c t i v e l y , "
said Corcoran.S t r i n g e r said t h e c o m p a n yis w i l l i n g t o c o n d u c t a c l e a n u p

,ew w i l l have f i n i s h e d i t s
irk on the most p r e s s i n g
own a s b e s t o s hazards inbby. B u t t h e t a s k o f making p r o g r a m under s u p e r v i s i o n o f
bby s a f e and c lean i s far
3m overW h a t w i l l remain to be;aned a r e L i b b y ' s homes ,
i l , s e c t i on s o f r a i l r o a dicks and the f o r m e r minee , said Peronard . That ' s
rring an u n f o r e s e e n p i l e o f
r m i c u l i t e p o p p i n g up in aw l o c a t i o n and r e q u i r i n g
. m e d i a t e a t t e n t i o n . S u c he x p e c t e d p r o b l e m s have
isen s everal t i m e s since the' A came t o L i b b y , such a st en t h e team f o u n d minei s t e on a g r a d e school ice-
a t m g r ink

t h e E P A . A n d h e said G r a c ec o u l d d o t h e work more e f f i -
c i e n t l y t h a n c o u l d t h e govern-
ment ."I t h i n k it c o u l d be donemuch more e f f i c i e n t l y , " said
S t r i n g e r . " I t h i n k p r i v a t ee n t e r p r i s e does t h i n g s inher-
e n t l y more e f f i c i e n t l y t h a ngovernment . T h e g o v e r n m e n t
w a s t e s money "I f i t were t o c onduc t t h ec l e a n u p o p e r a t i o n s , G r a c e
w o u l d need to overcome thec r e d i b i l i t y i s sue s i t f a c e s w i t h
L i b b y r e s i d e n t s . T h e r e ' s b o i l -ing anger a g a i n s t t h e c o m p a -

tS LIBBY A SAFE PLACE to gnm up? As their cammmtty p^ppves "*" 9

nomlc and h e a l t h Is sue s , l lbby' s teen-agers lace M uncertain hrtiri
n y over e v i d e n c e t h a t i t s t o po f f i c i a l s knew e a r l y o n t h ed a n g e r s o f a s b e s t o s f i b e r sp r o d u c e d in m i n i n g op era-
t i o n s , b u t d i d l i t t l e o r n o t h i n gt o p r o t e c t i t s e m p l o y e e s a n d
t h e i r f a m i l i e s .L e s S k r a m s t a d , t h e f o r m e r
m i n e r w h o ' s n o w d y i n g o fa s b e s t o s i s , i s adaman* t h a t aS u p e r f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n , n o t a
G r a c e c l e a n u p , i s t h e o n l yway to move ahead in L i b b y"Grace is a very n a s t y com-
pany," said S k r a m s t a d , "Id o n ' t t h i n k t h e y have r e s p e c tf o r a n y t h i n g e x c e p t money."S t r i n g e r a d m i t s t h e r e ' s a
t r u s t p r o b l e m i n L i b b y . B u t ,h e s a i d , " A t some l e v e l , G r a c ei s i r r e l e v a n t . T h e p e o p l e i nt h i s t own want t h e i r townback N o b o d y w a n t s t o raise
t h e i r k i d s i n a p l a c e t h a t ' sknown as A m e r i c a ' s C h e r -
n o b y l ." T h e r e ' s n o t h i n g I c a n say,
p r o b a b l y , t h a t wou ld convincet h o s e who do not want to t r u s t
us," said S t r i n g e r . "But f ort h o s e p e o p l e w h o t r y t o k e e pan o p e n mind on t h i s , I wou ldo n l y say we are in bu s in e s s to
do what has to be done."" I f t h e E P A t e l l s u s t o d o
s o m e t h i n g , we have to do it tot h e i r s a t i s f a c t i o n , " h e a d d e d .G i v e n t h e d a m a g e d re la-
t i o n s h i p b e twe en t h e c ompa-
ny and the E P A , even p r e s s -i n g f o r w a r d w i t h S u p e r f u n ds t a t u s i s g o i n g to be a t o u g h
road. I n most S u p e r f u n d op e r-
a t i o n s , t h e EPA works ou ta g r e e m e n t s w i t h p o l l u t e r s t o
c o n d u c t c l e a n u p work andp a y t h e b i l l s . T h e h i s t o r ybe tween the EPA and W.R.G r a c e i n L i b b y s u g g e s t s t h a tg e t t i n g such a g r e e m e n t sc o u l d be a l o n g , a r d u o u s ba t-
t l e f o r b o t h s i d e s .

W h i l e t h e a g e n c y h a s n ' t p u t
f o r t h a n o f f i c i a l c l e a n u p p l a n .
P e r o n a r d sa id he b e l i e v e r ihe
b u l k o f work i n s i d e t h e c i t y o f
L i b b y c o u l d b e c o m p l e t e d
w i t h i n t h r e e y e a r s T h e E P A
c l e a n u p p l a n w o u l d i n v o l v e
t e s t i n g home s , b u i l d i n g s a n d
s u r r o u n d i n g l a n d f e w d a n g e r -o u s a s b e s t o s l e v e l s a n d c l e a n -i n g u p c o n t a m i n a t i o n a l o n g
the way, he e x p l a i n e dT h e e n t i r e c i t y c o u l d b ec l e a n e d a n d removed f r o mt h e S u p e r f u n d p r i o r i t y l i s t b y
2004, " u n l e s s t h e r e ' s some-t h i n g a w h o l e l o t d i f f e r e n t
t h a n what I ' v e seen s o f a r , "
sa id P e r o n a r d .A s t h e f i g h t i n L i b b y r a g e son, Les S k r a m s t a d sees the
w h o l e t h i n g as a no-brainer.E i t h e r L i b b y c a n move f o r -
ward as a c f e a n , h e a l t h y com-m u n i t y under p r o t e c t i o n o f
t h e E P A , o r i t w o n ' t movef o r w a r d a t a l l , h e b e l i e v e s .T h e a r g u m e n t s o f e c onomic s
d o n ' t mean much, S k r a m s t a ds a i d , i f p e o p l e a r e a f r a i dt h e y ' l l g e t s i ck j u s t b y p a s s -i n g t h r o u g h town."Do t h e y want to s t a n d onb o t h s i d e s o f town w i t h bot-t l e s o f a i r , p a s s i n g t h e m o u t t ot h e t o u r i s t s 5 I d o n ' t t h i n k so,"S k r a m s t a d said o f l o c a l b u s i -
ness l e a d e r sThe town ne ed s t o b e
c l e a n e d u p , h e s a i d . " T h e n
you can move on."T h a t ' l l p r o b a b l y b e t o o l a t ef o r t h e F a i r b r o t h e r s , t h o u g h :
By t h a t t i m e , E than andC h r i s t i n a a n d t h e i r s o n W y a t tl i k e l y w i l l have moved away
f r o m L i b b y .

" I t ' s u p , i t ' s down," E t h a nF a i r b r o t h e r s a i d . " N o b o d yknows w h a t ' s g o i n g o n I j u s tknow if we were s omewheree l s e , th e a ir w o u l d b e s a f e "
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>:JL i1 6 "«?*•S U P E R I O R C L I P P I N G S E R V I C E
G L E N D I V E , M T 406-365-6612Rehberg right to seek probeMPver since word of hundreds of illness-es j m d j i e a t h s caused by exposure toestos in Libby became• ' g e n e r a l knowledge in1999, nagging questionshave remained. How

i rcpuld this have hap-'^ j f ened? How could i thave happened for solong? Where were thef e d e r a l and s tate authori t i e s charged withp r o t e c t i n g Americans f r o m j u s t such dan-gers?. U . S . Rep. Denny Rehberg has ca l l ed for ab foad f e d e r a l inve s t iga t i on to try to f i n dibut. We say, good for him.4 Rehberg has asked the U . S . General^Recounting O f f i c e f or a d e t a i l e d audit o fl l t e Environmental Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y ' sauctions — or lack of actions — concerning

Libby. He also wants an accounting ofEPA s p e n d i n g in Libby over the past twoyears.W.R. Grace and Co., which released theasbestos as a byproduct of its vermiculitemining operations in Libby, has always con-tended that it has met s a f e t y standards asthey were understood at the time. But, asRehberg noted, red f l a g s abound.Two independent audits of the EPA andthe U . S . Department of Labor released ear-lier this year showed a long his tory of f e d -eral l a p s e s about L i b b y ' s prob l ems ,a l t h o u g h the audi t s raise unanswered ques-tions. ( T h e audi t s also blame Montanaenvironmental enforcement f a i l u r e s f orL i b b y ' s ongoing prob l em, which c learlyca l l s for a similar inve s t igat ion on thes tate l e v e l . )Rehberg also asked the GAO to look into

whether po l i t i ca l pressure was instrumen-tal in changing EPA pol i c i e s and regulatorys tandards over the years, and why theagency ignored 1992 and 1994 reports ofproblems at Libby.On a more basic level, Rehberg asked,"Why did the EPA ignore the fact thatsomething — regardles s of whether it wasvermiculite or not — was causing i l lnes sand death among both mine workers andothers exposed to W.R. Grace' s product?"T h e r e may be those who would accuseRehberg of grands tanding, or who f e e lthere's l i t t l e to be gained by d i g g i n g up thepast . We disagree. We owe it to strickenresidents of Libby (and other p lace s wherep e o p l e have been harmed) to f i n d out all wecan about what happened for so long. Andwe owe it to any citizens who might f a c esimilar dangers in the future.
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Rehberg wants f e d e r a l inquiry»\b W • ENVIRON*!into E P A ' s
' T h e r e a r e somepretty tough questions,and I want themanswered/ Rep says

B y K A T H L K N M c L A U G H L I N
1R State Bureau

" H E L E N A — U . S . Rep.DennySehberg of M o n t a n a — .wants a broad f e d e r a l inquiryinto how the U . S . Environmen-j j f c ' r o t e c t i o n A g e n c y deal tasbe s to s issues in Libby ,} >oking at everything f r omt orporate i n f l u e n c e overo l i t i c i a n s to how money iseing spent on cleanup.In a l e t t e r T u e s d a y to theJ J . S . General Account ingd f f i c e , Rehberg asked for amorough audit of EPA actionsi j i Libby. Rehberg, t h e s t a t e ' sJl>ne congressman and aj epubl ican, said in an inter-iew T u e s d a y that too manyuestions linger over theI P A ' s lack o f action i n Libbyj i f v e r the years. Plus , he said,t ie wants j u s t i f i c a t i o n for the^stimated $30 m i l l i o n that EPA< f f i c i a l s will have spent on< leanup there by year's end.; "These are some pre t ty1 >ugh questions and I wantI ictn answered," Rehberg said< f bis request to the G A O .^ .In November of 1999, pub-lished reports linked nearly30Q dea th s and hundred s ofqaSes of illness in Libby to

expo sure to t r e m o l i t easbe s to s , which was releasedinto Libby's air as a byproduc tof the local vermicul i t e miningoperations of W.R. Grace andCo. In the ensuing 21 months,f e d e r a l h e a l t h o f f i c i a l s a n dgovernment documents haveproven the EPA knew ofasbestos dangers in Libbydecade s ago but did nothing.J T w q inde-pendent f e d e r -al audit s of theEPA and U . S .Department ofLabor, releasedearlier thisyear, showed along history off e d e r a l mis-
Rehberg communica-tion and otherlap s e s thatal lowed L i b b y ' s prob l ems t os l i d e through without notice.T h o s e aud i t s also po in t ed outf a i l u r e s o f s tate environmentalenforcement mechanisms, buts ta te o f f i c i a l s have yet toorder their own inves t igat ion.Rehberg said the Marchreport f r om theLEPA inspec torgeneral de tai l ing the a g e n c y ' sinaction in response to reportsof asbestos-related health haz-ards was i n s u f f i c i e n t ."The inspector g e n e r a l ' sreport f a i l e d to addre s s sever-al important issues that arepertinent to the Libby situa-tion," Rehberg wrote.Bonnie Ges t r ing , M i s s o u l a

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f o r t h e M i n e r a lPolicy Cent er , said Rehbergshould turn his inve s t iga t iveintentions toward inac t ion atthe state level."I hope that Rep. Rehbergwi l l al so a s k Gov. ( J u d y ) M a r t zto conduct a s imilar inve s t iga-tion into the S t a t e of Mon-t a n a ' s r e spons i b i l i t i e s a tLibby," said G e s t r i n g ."The state had direct regu-latory authority over the W.R.Grace mine and had knowl-edge of the asbestos p r o b l e m sin Libby for decades , yet tookno action. How could this havehappened?"M o n t a n a ' s lone congress-man is asking for f u r t h e re x p l a n a t i o n and an i n - d e p t htook at whether pol i t i cal o f f i -cials in the early 1980s bowedto pressure from W.R. Graceand Co. to back away f r o mlooking at the hazards po s ed$y vermiculite. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,Rehberg is asking the GAO todocument the 1982 EPA deci-sion to change an agency f o c u sd e a l i n g with the dangers ofvermiculi te — a mica-like sub-stance that e x p a n d s whenheated that was used mainly inin sulat ion and p o t t i n g soils.Rehberg also asked theGAO to determine why EPAo f f i c i a l s ignored 1992 and 1994reports of prob l ems in Libby.A n d , he asked, "Why did theEPA ignore the fa c t that some-thing — r e g a r d l e s s of whetherit was vermicu l i t e or not —

• • •• • K M U 'in Libby
MO.Nor the M i n e r a l was causing the illi

AUQ 1 3 2001
. ..,_, ANA OFFwas causing the i l l n e s s andd e a t h among both mine work-ers and others exposed to W.R.G r a c e ' s product."Rehberg asked for ad e t a i l e d accounting of themoney spent by the EPA inL i b b y in the past 20 months , hesaid, not because he has ques-tions of misappropriation.Rather, he said, he wants j u s t i -f ication for the spendingbe fore the community andEPA proceed any f u r t h e r withp r o p o s a l s vo list the town andmine site on the S u p e r f u n dNational Priorities List.In other S u p e r f u n d s i te s ,Rehberg said, "People say itseems like w e ' r e s p e n d i n g alot o f money but we're not get-ting a lot of cleanup done.""Maybe this is a level ofcynicism on my part," hea d d e d .By the end of thi s year, EPAo f f i c i a l s expect to have workc o m p l e t e d on nine majorcleanup pro j e c t s in and aroundL i b b y , i n c l u d i n g removingmine waste f rom school run-ning tracks and cleaning cont-amination f r om two resi-dences.Rehberg said he needsspe c i f i c s because eventuallythe EPA will need to requestaddi t ional money from Con-gress to comple t e cleanupactions. When that timecomes, Rehberg said, he wantsto be well-versed in the d e t a i l sand j u s t i f i c a t i o n for spending.
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Martz: Governowants citizen iri
continued from 1A ,'

> ing that Martz show up andlister to th e t ownspeop l e . •:^- f."Maftz has said she want s , f"input from the community,i have to wonderrf of the communi-t editorial insi^rnNews, one o f . , .^ :a ln ew spa 1 ' " *

try l a p d o g tra îtions to t ibby. ';enclosed them .Wilkins' J M J ^
ence to a touchyMartz.Svfio ' "taking o f f i c eashamedof

n o r * s d e c i s i o n ' ; !
I v i f H ^ T T ' r a S ' * ' : ; ' : - ' - < . • • • - - . . • • • • - ::- ~r In aCcdmmentary in the. ,.,i_-k-^iair, edpoi* David,:i-wrote, "Martz has> Libby since shee in January andi nearlyr nothingabout the a sbe s to s s i tua t i one x c e p t f o r what W.R. GraceI has told her. I hope she canI "4earfl enough about it vicari-1 busly to make an in formed,

head to Libby ]do with criticcommunity,:Martz had pi

0the¥ residents have beenBre blunt. Cate last -,

who has inde f irp o n e d a t r i p t o lH e d g e s said thenor*s schedule!packed with kevents [ta&.titisichanceio]

' be* biffife EPAVeommuni ty.-* advisory grdup for L i b b y , 'sent the governor a Montana' road map showing the route
t h e map,- . . • " • \ ' ? - ;W f f l k S t | s e n t the governor a"Apparent ly , f o l -recent instruc-,tSSBS y o u ' r e c e i v e d f rom W.R.o f f i c i a l s , they forgot to v ^^^



/3 2 oo• • - - - -Libby residentste l l E P A t h e y ' r etired of excuses
By KATHLEEN McLAUGHLIN

IR State Bureau
LIBBY — F e d e r a l h e a l t hand s a f e t y agencies are seal-ing the cracks that a l lowedL i b b y ' s a sb e s t o s - fue l edhealth crisis to s l i p throughfor d e cade s without at ten-tion, t op U.S. EnvironmentalProtec t i on A g e n c y o f f i c i a l ssaid T h u r s d a y night.But their words were l i t t l esolace to asbestos victimsand other Libby r e s i d en t s .T h e y t o l d the EPA i n s p e c t o rgeneral and top brass theywant answers and action nowand don't want another townto s u f f e r like Libby.EPA I n s p e c t o r GeneralN i k k i T i n s l e y t o l d t h e localcommunity advisory groupthat her inve s t iga t i on lastyear turned up evidence thatf ed era l o f f i c i a l s knew ofp r o b l e m s in L i b b y for yearsb u t d i d n ' t take action. T h eEPA began an emergencyc l eanup in Libby 18 monthsago, a f t e r pub l i shed reportslinked nearly 200 deaths toasbes tos poi soning f r o m then o w - d e f u n c t W.R. Grace andCo. vermicul i t e mine. Sinc ethen, dozens and p o s s i b l yhundreds more Libby resi-dent s have been diagnosedwith asbestosis.T i n s l e y said the main f a i l -

ure of f ed era l agencies wasin a lack of communicationabout reported problems."Government agenciesdidn' t ta lk to each other. Peo-ple in the EPA didn't talk toeach other," she said, notingthat the problem worsenedwith changes in p o l i t i c a ladministrations. "That 1 s theway government works."EPA o f f i c i a l s told thecrowd of about 100 p e o p l epacked into Libby City H a l l " .for the meet ing that f e d e r a lo f f i c i a l s are p u t t i n g t oge th erspec ial pane l s to tackle the *prob l ems that p l a g u e d Libbyand ensure they don' t happenelsewhere.But Don W i l k i n s , a mem-ber of the community adviso-ry group , said a "blue ribbon •panel" i s n ' t good enough. H e .said the situation in Libby .demands that the problems.within f e d e r a l regulatoryagencies be f i x e d at once.Neil Bauer of Libby stoodup f r o m the audience to givethe EPA o f f i c i a l s an earful ,a f t e r l i s t ening to explana-tions of why the asbestos sit-uation f e l l through thecracks." I t ' s called pas s ing t h ebuck. A n d I ' v e heard i ttonight f rom the start," said -.Bauer. " W e ' v e heard i t till i t ' scoming out our ears."



E A D E R ' S A L L E Y
EPA ads

The EPA purchased its 71st ad this week, not its f i r s t assome n e w s p a p e r s r epor t ed . EPA began buying weekly ad spacefor an "Ask EPA" question-and-answer starting in February,2UOO, at the request of a member of the Libby Community Advi-sory G r o u p . Our latest Q&A in three local Lincoln County news-p a p e r s on the subject of the s a f e t y of traveling to or living inL i b b y — a t op i c of much concern in Libby — is one more in aseries of ads aimed at g e t t i n g information to the Libby and Lin-coln County publ i c , not a media campaign to "promote" travelto Libby. A n d , to set the record s traight , EPA mistakenlyreported that no asbestos was de t e c t ed in ambient air samplesat the two proces s ing centers. Asbe s t o s was detected in the airat the mine site and at the two proce s s ing centers.N e w s reports have o f t e n been sensationalized. Sensat ionals tories sell. EPA cannot respond to each article or televis ionnews program that makes the Libby situation sound worsethan it is. Nor can we indicate that all areas of Libby are s a f eto vi s i t . What we have done and will continue doing is answerthe public ' s questions honest ly and reali s t ically. '
Wendy ThomiEPA community involvement coordinator301 South Park, Drawer 10096



Co. actionsquestioned
H C o m p a n y pursueda s trategy of silencewith asbe s to s-taintedproduct

By MICHAEL MOSS andA O R I A N N E A P P E L
The New York Times

When asbe s to s was l a b e l e da k i l l e r 30 years ago, onecompany moved to cash in.W.R. Grace and otherchemical makers had l o n gbeen a d d i n g asbe s to s to the irf i r e p r o o f i n g s p r a y s , becausethe s i lky-whi te f i b e r s h e l p e din su la t e s t e e l . But as c ompe t i -tors ceased p r o d u c t i o n on thenews that those f i b e r s couldl o d g e in the lungs and causecancer, Grace r epor t ed a"research breakthrough."Grace said it had dev i s ed a" c o m p l e t e l y a s b e s t o s - f r e e "f i r e p r o o f i n g spray. "Theh e a l t h and environmentalaspects," its news re leaseannounced, "are overpower-ing."The f inanc ia l a s p e c t s werecertainly impress ive. B e f o r elong, W.R. Grace & Co. wentf r o m minor p l a y e r to giant in
More GRACE page 8A
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Libby torn about S u p e r f u n d status
il EPA p l a n for towncontaminated withasbestos f i b e r s i s s t i l lmonths away

B y E R I C K A S C H E N C K S M I T H
1R Slate Bnrmu

L I U B Y — Everyone agreess o m e t h i n g must be done abouta sb e s t o s c o n t a m i n a t i o n in L i b b y ,but p e o p l e have mixed f e e l i n g sabout the p o s s i b i l i t y o f t h e i r town

b e i n g d e c l a r e d a S u p e r f u n d s i te." W e ' v e g o t a b i g power s t r u g -gl e g o i n g on," c o m m u n i t y a c t i v i s tG a y l a B e n e f i e l d said.B e n e f i e l d , who lo s t both of herp a r e n t s t o a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d d i s -ease, s u p p o r t s S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n gf o r L i b b y . B u t o th er s b e l i eve i t ' sp o s s i b l e t o f i x t h e p r o b l e m w i t h -out c a l l i n g so much a t t e n t i o n to it.T h e U . S . Environmental Pro-t e c t i o n A g e n c y has been workingin L i b b y since 1999 news r e p o r t srevealed tha t h u n d r e d s o f p e o p l eare ill because of e x p o s u r e to

t r e m o l i t e a s b e s t o s , a c o n t a m i n a n tof the v e r m i c u l i t e ore mined heref o r decade s . T h e mine, f o r m e r l yowned by W.R. Grace and Co.,c l o s ed in 1990 but was once thew o r l d ' s l a r g e s t s u p p l i e r o f vermi-c u l i t e , used to in su la t e homes andc o n d i t i o n soi l .Last month , E P A o f f i c i a l s saidt h e i r i n i t i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s inL i b b y i n d i c a t e the ent ire townm a y q u a l i f y f o r S u p e r f u n d s t a tu s .But it will be several monthsb e f o r e the agency conies out witha p r o p o s a l for l i s t i n g , and i t w i l l

b e several m o n t h s a f t e r thatb e f o r e a f i n a l de c i s i on is made.During that t ime , Gov. J u d yM a r t z w i l l have a chance tow e i g h in. EPA p o l i c y gives hersome say in new Montana S u p e r -f u n d l i s t i n g s , and she has made itc l ear tha t t h e p e o p l e o f L i b b y w i l li n f l u e n c e her."We want to take the inpu t ofthe c i t i z en s of L i b b y to d e t erminea c o o p e r a t i v e course of ac t ion toa d d r e s s the needs of the commu-
M o r e l l B B Y , page 9/1

WORKERS DISMANTLE A SHED used to store asbestiInated toil at the f o rmer site of a screening p l a n t tW.R. Grace and Co. vermicul i t e mine near Libby.

Canyon Ferry••» powers up
Y e a r l o n g dam restoration compl e t e G B O t g i Lint IR Staff Photographer

J E R R Y R E N I E R , J O B S I T E F O R E M A N , c l imb s u p t o t h e t o p o fthe dam through one of the entrance hatches.

B y M A R T I N J . K I D S T O N
IR Sld/l Wrilcr

W e d g e d b e t w e e n a crev i c e i n t h e B i g B e l tM o u n t a i n s a n d t h e S p o k a n e H i l l s , t h e p i l l a r o f
p o w e r t h a t i s C a n y o n K e r r y Uam ri s e s 225 f e e tf r o m the M i s s o u r i River, has a t h i c k n e s s of 173
f e e t a t i t s base, and h o l d s e n o u g h concre t e toen t omb d o w n t o w n H e l e n a .

N n w t h o s e , w h o r p . l v o n t h i s n h i p o n t h p M i s -

Martztoutsmethaibene f i t
H Study f u n d e d by eneicompanies says produc tcould create h u n d r e d s cy i e l d $4.1 b i l l i o n for eco

B y C H A R L E S S . J O H N S O N
IR State Bureau

H E L E N A — C o a l b e d m e t h a rd u c t i o n in M o n t a n a cou ld yielb i l l i o n in t o t a l b e n e f i t s and crnews j o b s over 22 years if it i:



www.neienair.com I N D E P E N D E N T R E C O R DW h a t ' s ahead i n S u p e r f u n d process
I R StateBureau

LIBBY — A s b e s t o s c leanupin L i b b y is a l r eady under thea u s p i c e s o f the U.S. Environ-mental Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y ' sS u p e r f u n d program.j Money for the work theEjPA has done so far has comeo6t of S u p e r f u n d emergencyre sponse f u n d s . G i v i n g conta-minated areas in L i b b y S u p e r -f u n d d e s i g n a t i o n — if the des-ignat ion is warranted —wtould merely be the nexts f « p , said Paul Peronard, thea g e n c y ' s on-site coordinator

in Libby.The agency has p r o o f thatasbestos contamination inLibby is a threat to the h ea l thof the p e o p l e and the environ-ment here and is e xpec t ed tocome up with a propo sa l forl i s t ing all or parts of Libby asa S u p e r f u n d site by the end ofthe summer. F o l l o w i n g therelease of the p r o p o s a l , therewill be a p u b l i c comment peri-od, and the governor will havea chance to weigh in onwhether she agrees with thep r o p o s a l .E P A po l i cy d o e s n ' t give

governors abso lute vetopower over S u p e r f u n d l i s t ingin their states, but it does givetheir opinions a great deal ofweight. Doug Skie , director ofemergency response in thisregion, said he can only recallone instance in which theagency overturned a gover-nor's veto. But that was inWiscons in . H e d o e s n ' t recall atime when a governor in thisregion vetoed a p r o j e c t .The agency will make itsf ina l decision f o l l o w i n g thep u b l i c comment period.Currently, S k i e said, Libby

is the highest p r i o r i t y site forthe S u p e r f u n d program in thiregion, and it is among thehighest in the nation.Regardle s s of whetherthere is a S u p e r f u n d l i s t ingfor Libby, Ski e said, th emoney is l ikely to be there tof i n i s h the cleanup."We've been, in the region,very su c c e s s f u l in the pas tobtaining the necessary f u n d -ing f o r Libby, and we ' r e hope-ful that Libby will remain ahigh agency priority in thefuture," he said.

L i b b y
continued f r o m 1A
nity," Martz spokesman ShaneH e d g e s said last week.For the pas t two years, theEPA has been p a y i n g for theLibby cleanup out of emer-gency response f u n d s avail-able through the S u p e r f u n dprogram. If the area were l i s t-ed as a S u p e r f u n d site, thec leanup would receive long-term f u n d i n g through S u p e r -f u n d , money the f ed era l gov-ernment would try to recoverf r o m Grace.EPA, state and local o f f i -cials say they are unsurewhere the money would comef r o m i f S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g i sdenied. Because of the area'shigh national priori ty withinthe EPA, agency o f f i c i a l s saythey believe the f e d e r a l gov-ernment would be able to pro-vide continued fund ing .And many Libby r e s i d en t ssay they believe Grace willu l t i m a t e l y come forward withthe money, r e g a r d l e s s of arecent bankruptcy f i l i n g bythe company. Grace o f f i c i a l ssay they have made a commit-ment to the community thatthey will honor.Many p e o p l e in Libby saythey are waiting for moref a c t s be fore they form anystrong opinions. But lines arebeing drawn. T h e r e are those,like B e n e f i e l d , who wantS u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g and an EPA

c leanup that may last a decadeor more. And there are thosewho don't want the stigma ofS u p e r f u n d l i s t ing attached totheir hometown.Terry Andrees sen, a long-time resident and owner ofTimberl ine Auto Center, iss t i l l waiting for more informa-tion. But, in response to ques-tions from the Lee S t a t eBureau, he wrote that a thor-ough investigation and quickcleanup are ab so lu t e ly neces-sary."If a S u p e r f u n d cleanup canbe accomplished within two tothree years maximum, andclosure of the asbestos issuecan begin, we should all be infavor o f S u p e r f u n d c la s s i f i ca-tion," he wrote.But, he added: "If Libby isdeclared a S u p e r f u n d site atthis po int , and we are lookingat 12 to 15 years be fore we canbegin closure, our communitywill die.... It would be even agreater tragedy to live in sucha beaut i fu l place and be forcedto live with the stigma of aS u p e r f u n d site."The town, s i t t ing along theedge of the Kootenai NationalF o r e s t , draws p e o p l e who areon their way to play in thenearby outdoors, and thee f f e c t o f a S u p e r f u n d l i s t ingon tourism in Libby concerns anumber of p e o p l e .Bud Journey, owner ofExpres s Photo, said a Super-f und l i s t ing "might scare offsome tourists." But he said hedoesn't want a f ear of lost

tourism to hinder the cleanup,and he wants the EPA to con-tinue the work it' s been doing."I would like for them to dowhatever they can do," hesaid.But not everyone agreesthat the EPA should be clean-ing up a f t e r Grace.Libby' s Republican Sen. BillCrismore said Grace, withEPA oversight, should beallowed to clean up whatevermesses it l e f t behind. The jobwill get done f a s t e r and cheap-er if a private company is incharge, he said."W.R. Grace did one of thecleanups here, and the EPAto ld them what to do and OK'dit when it was done, and theydid it for a fraction of the costthat EPA spends doing it,"Crismore said. "Grace shouldbe the ones doing the c leanup,and Grace should be payingfor i t , because tha t ' s theirresponsibil i ty."Normal ly , whoever causedthe contamination is responsi-ble for the cleanup and anyassociated costs, said DougSkie, director of the S u p e r f u n dPreparedness Assessmentsand Emergency Response inthis region. And, although thecompany and the EPA are hag-gl ing over what ' s l e f t t o bedone, Grace has cleaned up asite along the railroad trackson the outskirts of town."The responsible party isalways given an oppor tuni ty toclean up the site," Skie said."If they are unwilling or

unable to do the cleanup, thenthe EPA s t eps in."W.R. Grace threw a wrenchin the system when it f i l e d forbankruptcy earlier this year,citing the rising costs ofasbestos l i t igation nationwide.The EPA has since sued thecompany for $10 million theagency has already spent oncleanup, p l u s any f u t u r e costs.Regardles s of the bankrupt-cy f i l i n g and lawsuit, Grace' srepresentative in Libby saidthe company still wants to p l a ja b igger role in the cleanup."They (the EPA) jus t saythat they don't trust us andthere fore th ey 'r e going t o doit," Alan Stringer said. "Thatd o e s n ' t hold water."
If the EPA would s i m p l yi d e n t i f y s p e c i f i c locations thatare a risk to the community,the company would takeresponsibility, he said.
But many p e o p l e don' t trustGrace to do the job.
Journey said he ' s no t sureanyone will get it done right —but that he worries Gracewould s i m p l y do it with theleast expense po s s i b l e .
"By Grace's methodologyand Grace ' s s tandards, theyl e f t the town clean," Bene f i e ldsaid. "What we've had come totown is new science that hasbigger and better microscopesand new technology... . Theonly commitment we wantfrom ( G r a c e ) is to pay for thecleanup."



sale were not relevant

lion. Earl i er th i s year, theF e d e r a l Energy Regu la t oryCommis s ion and U.S. Depart-ment o f J u s t i c e gave th e i ra p p r o v a l to p a r t s o f the sa l e ,which now needs the OK ofthe s tate Publ ic Service Com-mission and the f a v o r a b l evote s of M o n t a n a Powershareho lder s .At a work session, PublicS e r v i c e Commis s ioner M a t tBrainard, R - F l o - ___rence, moved thatthe PSC f o l l o w i t ss t a f f ' s advice a n dw i t h h o l d a p p r o v a l o fthe sale unt i l the u t i l -ities provide theneeded in format ionconcerning the dis-p o s i t i o n of any gainsf r om the sale anduntil the issues inanother MontanaPower f i l i n g ar̂ e ______resolved. *******
The PSC has yet toissue its f ina l order in Mon-tana P o w e r ' s so-called T i e r 2f i l i n g , which involves deter-mining which o f M P C ' sinves tments that may havemade sense when it was a reg-u l a t e d u t i l i t y are now deemedworthle s s .A legal d i s p u t e betweenMontana Power and the PSChas wound up in the courts.T h e Montana S u p r e m e Courtheard oral arguments thiss p r i n g but has not yet issued adecision.Brainard said the consumerp r o t e c t i o n issue is re la t ed toconcerns over the risks thatN o r t h w e s t e r n assumes i f thesale is a p p r o v e d pr ior to whenthe PSC a p p r o v e s M o n t a n aP o w e r ' s T i e r 2 f i l i n g .The other commissioners

. n o s t n n n i n a annrnval

nal communicat ions , said:"Obviously w e ' r e anxious t omove f o rward with the trans-act ion and wi l l work withthem the best we can on theissues we have control of."In a memo, the PSC s t a f frecommendation d i s p u t e dM o n t a n a P o w e r ' s as sert ionthat issues regarding theamount and di spo s i t ion of anygains on the sale were not____ germane to thi s pro-ceeding.The s t a f f memocalled the jo int app l i -cation inadequate,"given the scope oft h e c o m m i s s i o n ' sauthori ty andr e s p o n s i b i l i t y toreview and a p p r o v esale s and t r a n s f e r sof pub l i c u t i l i t yas se t s and service____ obl igat ions ." It saidmmmmmmi the a p p l i c a t i o n does-n ' t di sclose t h e bookvalue of the u t i l i ty proper tybeing t r a n s f e r r e d to N o r t h -W e s t e r n or the amount overbook value that Nor thwe s t e rnis paying." T h u s , t h e a p p l i c a t i o no f f e r s no basis for the com-mission to evaluate the extentto which Northwe s t e rn couldcontinue p r o v i d i n g servicea f t e r the t ransac t ion at thesame or be t t er rates and ser-vice quali ty than would other-wise have been the case," saidthe memo, wri t t en by PSCs t a f f e r s W i l l Rosquis t a n dEric Eck.The PSC s t a f f also recom-mended p o s t p o n i n g action onthe a p p r o v a l of the sale untils i g n i f i c a n t issues areresolved about transition ors t randed costs. T h e s e areMontana Pqwer inve s tment s

f i l e our own case," he said. the C a l i f o r n i a cas

F e d s wantW.R.Grace --•bui ld ingsdemolished
LIBBY (AP) — W.R.Grace and Co. spent about$2 million last year todecontaminate f ive build-ings at a former vermiculiteexport p lant near downtownLibby of any asbestosresidue.Now, the EnvironmentalProtection Agency wantsthe company to demoli shthe city-owned buildings,where asbestos contamina-tion was discovered early in2000.- Company o f f i c i a l s main-tain the buildings aren't ahealth risk."We know of no reason totear them down. We f e l t wes u c c e s s f u l l y cleaned them,"Grace spokesman AlanS t r i n g e r said. "They canorder us to do i t; that' s theirprerogative, and we ' l l haveto comply."The EPA approvedG r a c e ' s c leanup p l a n lastf a l l . However, over the win-ter, asbestos f i b er s contin-ued to f i l t e r out of cracks inthe wood, EPA on-site coor-dinator Paul Peronard said.
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w o n ' t m :,Vsummet
B y M T H l t B i M d A B f l j f U N

HELENA ̂  U.S. Environ-mental Protection AgencyAdministrator Christie Whit-man will not come to Mon-tana this summer to inspectenvironmental damage inLibby and northeastern Mon-tana's Zortman and Landuskymines^ but the Martz adminis-tration is hoping -she'll makethe tr|p this f a l lGov. J u d y Martz askedWhitman early thia year to.come to Libby, whereasbestos exposure from theformer W.R. Grace and Co.vermiculite mine has beenlinked to dozens of deathsand cates of illness. Martzalso wants Whitman to seethe Zortman and Landuskymines, where the state .is hav-ing trouble a f f o r d i n g a com-prehensive cleanup. Martztold the EPA chief that thestate heeds federal assistancefor the Zortman project.Itf a letter tq Martz lastmonth, Whitman said sched- .uling commitments w o n ' tallow her to accept Martz'sinvtt$tion"in the conf iu ig fewmonths." Whitman said she .8 t i U w a n t B , t o s e e t h e i t f f e c t e d. areas.and WiH try to make it
; "I look forward to accom-panying you to the sites inrquestion and Continuing ourdiscussion regarding theprogress already made thereas'well as the fcsues stillawaiting resolution," Whit-man wrote, "Untfl then, I willcontinue to monitor EPA'songoing involvement in help-ing to address these issues."."We v ^ f f l k e e p trying!". added a handwrittejmot^ on• th&bot tom of the/le t ter. ,

hoping to get Whitman to -Montana as soon as Septem-ber. " . • : • • • • ' : ' • • > 'In November of 1999, th«EPA began a large-scale ::emergency cleanup in Utitiy,f o l l owing published reportsvlinked the town Vvermiculitemine to nearly 200 deaths;: •:Since then, federal agencieshave conducted self ^audits ;and reported that health reg}.ulators at both state and fe$era! levels knew of asbesto*;dangersmUbby and d idn' t?act aggressively enough to 4protect mine workers and ; i •residents.. xNow, the E P A i a p u t t t a f r . . .together a proposal to list ,*;Libby and surrounding minesites on its Super fund priori-ty clean-up list While Whit-man won't be in Libby thirsummer to assess the prob- :leras f irs thand, two key EPAo f f i c i a l s will meet with resi-dents later this month. 'Steve L u f t i g , who heads v.the EPA's Super fund prtH;. •$ |-gram, will be part of a com-;;:munity meeting in Libby onJ u l y 12, along With EPA .fInspector General Nikki ^Tinsley and Susan Hazen, vhead of the a g e n c y ' s T o x i c -8-Substances Program, accocd.ing to the federal agency. |J-Martz, a Republican eleeP*ed last f a l l , has not been to ''*•Libby since she t o o k o f f i c e . • > ' •Her s t a f f has said she prefersto make the trip with Whit-man and cither o f f i c ia l s : «»Given the way that Super-fund designation works>Martz will have near final tiffover whether Libby and sitff'-,-roundihg areas are cleaned tup under the program. ">--••.
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Some residentsd o n ' t likethe s t igmaassociated with|being cal l ed aj S u p e r f u n d site
A
\ By KATHLEEN McUUMHLIN' IR State Bureau) — — — — — —|

H E L E N A — A s Gov. J u d yMartz looks for consensusamong Libby r e s ident s aboutadding their town to the f e d -eral S u p e r f u n d c l eanup l i s t ,the community a p p e a r s to begrowing even f u r t h e r dividedabout how best to deal with itsasbes tos calamity.C o m p o u n d i n g the complex-ity of the issue, Libby resi-dent s and the governor havehad no direct contact since agroup f r o m Libby traveled toH e l e n a to meet with Martz inFebruary. Admini s t ra t i ono f f i c i a l s have been to severalmeet ings in L i b b y in the inter-im to discuss the town'sasbes tos crisis but the gover-nor h e r s e l f has not been toLibby since she took o f f i c e inJanuary.

Shane H e d g e s , policyadviser to the governor, saidMartz wants to f i n d agree-ment among Libby res identsabout a S u p e r f u n d designa-tion to guarantee f e d e r a lcleanup of years of asbestoscontamination produced bythe local vermiculite mine.Martz will have somethingakin to veto power over anupcoming U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency proposal toplace Libby and surroundingmine sites on the S u p e r f u n dpriority cleanup list."What we're trying to do i sget a consensus with the peo-ple in Libby," said H e d g e s ."Until they're on the samep a g e about what needs to bedone, they c a n ' t expect t h econgressional d e l e g a t i o n , theEPA and W.R. Grace to be onthe same page."Libby res idents are farfrom being on the same page.Some, like G a y l a Bene f i e ldand other members of theE P A ' s community advisorygroup, believe S u p e r f u n d des-ignation is the only pa thtoward making the town sa f e ."I p e r s o n a l l y f e e l the onlyway we'll ever have a cleanbi l l of health in Libby is if theEPA comes in and does thecleanup," said B e n e f i e l d ,

whose parents died ofasbestos-related lung disease.Others are critical of thes t igma S u p e r f u n d s tatus willgive Libby. In a recent l e t t erto the edi tor of the local W e s t -ern N e w s newspaper , HowardMcDonald , executive directorof the area Chamber of Com-merce, said problems in Libbyhave beenoverblown."Our situationis much akin to asituation where-by a tornado hitsa community,"wrote McDonald ."There can becasualties, injury fl.R. Grace to be on the same page.'

tive o f f i c e r of W.R. Grace andCo., r u f f l i n g many f e a t h e r s inLibby."We don ' t r ea l ly have anycommunication with her,"said B e n e f i e l d .H e d g e s , meanwhile, notedthat community membershave yet to get to the gover-nor a priori ty lis t of propo s edactions that
Idhat we're trying to do is get a con-sensus with the people in Ubby. Untilthey're on the same page about whatneeds to be done, they can't expect the

she request-ed f r omthem duringthe Febru-ary meeting

and p r o p e r t ydamage. Butwhen it is over,
the Community mmmmmmmmmmrebui ld s , t ends toits casualties and theinjured."W h i l e Martz will have thatul t imate say on S u p e r f u n dl i s t ing , some Libby re s ident s•fear that W.R. Grace and Co.already has her attention.T h e y note that Martz has notvisited Libby, even thoughshe was nearby in May at aEureka f e s t i va l to suppor t thetimber industry. On May 30,she met with the chief execu-

S H A N E H E D G E S ,
P O L I C Y A D V I S E R T O M A R T Z

nity adviso-ry group didgive a priority li s t toDemocrat________ U.S. Sen.Max Baucuswhen he was in Libby in A p r i lBene f i e ld , who has becomea primary spokesman for thevictims of asbestos po i soningin Libby, said there's beenwidespread speculation in thetown that W.R. Grace and Co.CEO Paul J. N o r r i s met withMartz on May 30 to convinceher to let the company do itsown cleanup of contaminatedsites in Libby.H e d g e s said the meeting



www.halenair.com

n d iv id ed Libby
was an en t i r e ly d i f f e r e n tencounter. He said the gover-nor requested the meet ingwith N o r r i s to let him knowthat she e xp e c t ed W.R. Graceand Co. to fulfi l l i t s responsi-bili t ies in Montana. H e d g e ssaid the d i s cu s s ion barelytouched upon the l oomingS u p e r f u n d issue. A l s o inattendance at the meetingwere a Grace vice p r e s i d e n t ,state Sen. Bill Crismore, R-Libby and an A s s o c i a t e dPress reporter." W e ' r e doing everything i nour power to make sure thatGrace is going to continue tobe a partner in cleanupthere," said H e d g e s .He said the governor want-ed to ensure that W.R. Graceand Co. would continue itsh e a l t h program, h ea l th p l a nf o r t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s long-term health-care needs andaddres s all necessarycleanup. The governor wass a t i s f i e d with G r a c e ' sanswers, H e d g e s a d d e d .The EPA has been cleaningup contamination in Libbysince la t e 1999, under a f e d e r -al emergency action program.The agency has sued W.R.Grace and Co. to recover itscost s for c l eanup , which haveshot past $10 mi l l i on to date.

H e d g e s said Martz is wait-ing for word f r o m EPAAdmini s t ra t o r Christie Whit-man about a p o s s i b l e t r ip toLibby later thi s summer.M o n t a n a ' s congressional dele-gation also would be includedin the v i s i t , which would like-ly include a meet ing withLibby r e s ident s to hear theirconcerns.EPA o f f i c i a l s have saidthey hope to have a S u p e r f u n dl i s t ing propo sa l ready forpublic comment near the endof the year. Meanwhile , Martzwill review all the s c i e n t i f i cin format ion and p u b l i c inputavailable, said H e d g e s .B e n e f i e l d said she believesthe answer is clear-cut, as nei-ther the s ta t e nor local gov-ernment have the kind ofmoney it will take to rid Libbyof asbe s to s contamination."We've go t one window ofoppor tuni ty to do this right,"said B e n e f i e l d . " I f i t i s n ' tdone right, who can live withthemse lve s in 20 years if wemake a mistake?"

Make A Dif f erenceP.O. Box 943Helena, MT 59624443-3663



n f i i s c o n c e p t i o n s / M i s s o u l i a n / U e l tT h a n k s f or f e e d i n g i n l s c o n c e p t i o n s / M i s s o u l i a n / E e l t e r s / J u n e 20,2001
I have lived around Libby for most of my life now and apprec ia t ed the June 14 editorial saying that Libby needed to
be des ignated a S u p e r f u n d site. I p er s ona l ly l ive here and make the f inanc ia l s a cr i f i c e required so that I can e n j o y
the natural world. In southern Lincoln County we have not had p o p u l a t i o n growth for the last 30 years, unlike
Missou la . So our favor i t e t ra i l s , lakes, streams and the woods around us are not g e t t ing overpopula t ed by the large
increase in outdoor recreationalis t s that has occurred in other areas, inc lud ing Missoula. T h u s , when your editorial
i m p l i e d that there may still be some "risk of exposure" to even casual visitors here, a l though there is ab so lu t e ly no
evidence to support that, I realized that f a l s e impressions such as these wi l l ensure that this area wil l remain as it is
for many years to come. There wi l l be no p o p u l a t i o n or tourism growth. W h i l e other areas wi l l have continued
increases in outdoor recreation use, creating crowding in many areas, here in southern Lincoln County we shal l be
able to en joy the mountains and woods into the future j u s t as they are now and have been. The overcrowding of
camping, h ik ing and f i s h i n g areas that is happening most everywhere else wi l l not happen here. We can enjoy the
natural world that we are used to. So, I would like to thank the Mis sou l ian for s u p p o r t i n g the f a l s e impress ions that
many other p e o p l e have of Libby. That wi l l h e l p to keep this area the same as it has been for the last 30 years. T h o s e
of us who are heal thy and can a f f o r d to l ive here wi l l be able to continue to e n j o y a quiet area with b e a u t i f u l ,
uncrowded mountains, woods, streams and lakes. Please don't consider coming to Libby, as it may be harmful to
your health.
Wayne Hirst,
P.O. Box 728, Libby



4 i 1C <M .Martz as^ for de ta i l s on rLibby S u p e r f u n d l i s t ing
By KATHLEEN McLAUGHUN

IR State Bureau
HELENA — Gov. J u d yMartz wants proo f that sci-ence and heal th s t a n d a r d swarrant f e d e r a l S u p e r f u n dcleanup o f L i b b y ' s asbes toscontamination, and she intendsto ensure that such a designa-t ion won' t harm the local econ-omy or e m p t y the s ta te ' s co f-f e r s , she has t o l d the U.S.Environmental ProtectionAgency.In a l e t t e r Monday to EPAAdminis trator Christie Whit-man, Martz asked for f u l ld e t a i l s of the s c i e n t i f i c basisf or a S u p e r f u n d de s ignat ionand what such an action mightcost the s tate . She noted thatunder the S u p e r f u n d program,

Martz
contlnind from 1A
in a l e t t e r to EPA Administra-tor Christie Whitman.The governor wants a f u l lbr i e f ing on the issue by a"senior s t a f f member" fromEPA headquarters, but shemade it quite clear she does-\ n ' t want that b r i e f i n g fromanybody on th e EPA's Libbyteam. In her l e t t e r , Martz saidshe wants the d e t a i l s f romsomeone "who has not beeninvolved d i r e c t ly in the Libbymatter.""I want to make sure Ihave an ob j e c t i v e under-s tanding of the Libby situa-tion so that I can f a i r l y adviseand respond to the p e o p l e inthe community," Martz said.Her reference hinted at thedivisiveness in Libby overhow best to contain the town'sharmful contamination.

the state could be liable for upto 10 percent of the t o t a l clean-up costs. Martz also wants toknow precisely what has hap-pened to other towns p l a c e d ont h e E P A ' s N a t i o n a l Priori t i e sL i s t , more commonly knownas the S u p e r f u n d program."It is essential that I have asc ompl e t e an u n d e r s t a n d i n g asp o s s i b l e of the f e d e r a l rule sregarding asbestos exposureand c l eanup as well as theimpl i ca t i on s of p l a c i n g am u n i c i p a l i t y or large residen-t ia l /commercial area on theNational Priorities List inorder to consult with youragency in the decis ion-makingprocess with respect toLibby," Martz wrote Monday
More MARTZ, page 8A

In recent months, EPA o f f i -cials on the ground in Libbyhave said that S u p e r f u n d des-ignation for the town andrelated mine p r o p e r t i e s is thebest opt ion and would guaran-tee long-term f ed e ra l f u n d i n gand commitment to thecleanup. As it s tands, anotheremergency pro j e c t couldcome along and bump Libbyto a lower pr ior i ty on theE P A ' s radar. T h e agency i sworking through p r o p o s a l s toadd Libby to the S u p e r f u n dl i s t , b u t M o n t a n a ' s Republi-can governor will have thefinal say over any such desig-nation.

T h e E P A ' s emergencyresponse crew has beencleaning up widespreadasbestos contamination inLibby since late 1999, whenpubl i shed report s linkedwaste from the nearby W.R.Grace and Co. vermiculitemine to nearly 200 deaths.The mine, which shut downmore than a decade ago, pro-duced dangerous tromoliteasbestos that has been tied todozens and p o s s i b l y hundredsof cases of asbestosis amongformer mine workers andLibby residents. The asbestosis a natural ly occurring sub-stance that was released intothe air during the mil l ing ofvermiculite, another naturalsubstance used for insulationand po t t ing soils.Since dozens of homes andgardens in Libby are f i l l e dwith asbestos-laden insulationand p o t t i n g soil, the EPA hassaid that a massive cleanup ofresidential areas is neededalong with action at the mine



.coin

site and other more heavilycontaminated areas. EPA o f f i rcials have sugge s t ed two - '--S u p e r f u n d sites — one con-taining the town, the other ~-^encompassing mine proper-- **!*ties. . >CShane H e d g e s , chief p o l i Q j P * <advisor to Martz, said the : <governor is looking for inputf r om all sides of the issue.H e d g e s said the EPA will be •j u s t one source of informa- 'tion for Martz as she makes. /,her decision. Martz also met *' 'recently with the chief execu-tive o f f i c e r of W.R. Grace and, •„Co., along with other compa-ny o f f i c i a l s , and has said shewants input f rom Libby resi-dents about what to do.Martz has not been toLibby since taking o f f i c e inJanuary, b u t H e d g e s said s h e ; ' ,is planning to visit "sooner,rather than later" this sum-mer. The governor had beenwaiting to visit Libby withWhitman, who recently saidshe won't make it to Montanathis summer.

In her l e t t e r Monday,Martz outlined several of herconcerns with S u p e r f u n d des-ignation. F i r s t , she said, shewants to make sure that thes c i e n t i f i c evidence and f eder-al s tandards for asbestosexposure warrant such a dra-.matic s tep. The governor saidshe also wants s p e c i f i c de tai l sabout what the state might "end up pay ing for if the EPAi s n ' t s u c c e s s fu l i n a t t e m p t s t orecover c l eanup costs fromW.R. Grace and Co., whichf i l e d f or bankruptcy protec-tion f r o m creditors this y e a f c . ' .Martz said that if the sci-ence and health s tandardsreports she requested con-f irm E P A ' s leaning towardcreating a S u p e r f u n d sitearound Libby, she then wants *expl i c i t detail s of what othertowns have done a f t e r beingplaced on the list. EPA stud-;ies have shown that proper tyvalues tend to drop with aS u p e r f u n d l i s t ing, then recov-er and even rise once theclean-up nears complet ion. 'The governor even went sofar as to ask whether the ••'S u p e r f u n d program couldhandle purchasing all thehomes and businesses in ... ..Libby. EPA o f f i c i a l s have saidtalk has circulated about ."»moving the entire town, but "such an option is not f ea s ibMartz is not expec t ed to , -make any decision on Super-:fund s tatus for Libby untillate this year.



Rehberg to visit Libbyfor the second time .
B y E R I C K A S C H E N C K S M I T H

IR State Bureau
HELENA — Montana Rep.Dennis Rehberg will visitLibby next F r i d a y for aroundtable discussion aboutthe p o s s i b i l i t y of a fu tureS u p e r f u n d designation f o rthe town.It will be the Republicanc o n g r e s s m a n ' s second visitto the town since he waselected to off ice in Novem-

ber 2000.Rehberg spokeswomanApril Gentry said the mainpurpo s e o f R e h b e r g ' s tr ip t oLibby will be to listen towhat p e o p l e there have tosay about present and fu tur eenvironmental cleanupe f f o r t s in their community."He wanted it to be veryclear that h e ' s no t going t oLibby with an agenda," Gen-t r y said. " H e ' s going there t ohear from the community."In 1999, newspaperreport s revealed that hun-dreds of Libby residents areill because of exposure totremolite asbestos, a conta-minant of the vermiculiteore mined there for decades.W.R. Grace and Co. ownedthe mine from 1963 until itshut down in 1990. The Envi-ronmental ProtectionAgency has since beguncleanup work in the townand at the former .mine site.Libby i s t h e EPA's t op pri-ority in the Rocky*Mountainregion, and agency o f f i c i a l shave said they might recom-mend listing the entire townas. a S u p e r f u n d site. Peoplein the town have say are tornover whether a S u p e r f u n d•- -listing is the best way to getthe cleanup done.•. In a preSs release issuedFriday, Rehbe jrg said: "Thepeople o f ,Libby need mysupport, not my advice. Iwant to know how they f e e l

about S u p e r f u n d d e s i gna- jtion, both the pros and cons.T h i s has to be a par tner sh ip ,and I need to know their ]opinions as I work with the.EPA and other organizationsinvolved in cleaning up andrenewing the community.Rehberg has invited sixLibby re s ident s , the s ta t eEPA director and Rep. JerryW e l l e r , R - I l l i n o i s , to partici-pa t e in the di scus s ion, whichwill take p lace f r om 10 a.m.to 12 p.m. on F r i d a y , J u l y <j '-in the Libby H i g h Schoo l ''gym. Part i c ipant s f r o m ^Libby include Mayor Tony^Berget, Sanitarian RonAnderson, three local busi-ness l eaders and a memberof the Libby Community jA d v i s o r y G r o u p , which ">works with asbe s to s issue^in the town.Libby community activis tG a y l a B e n e f i e l d said shewishes Rehberg would haveincluded a broader group ofp e o p l e in the discussion. Shei s no t m i f f e d that she wasn' tchosen, but she wishes morep e o p l e could have beeninvolved to give Rehberg »better idea of what is reallygoing on in the community:"I don ' t f e e l t h e p e o p l e ra c t u a l l y involved living da*yto day in thi s crisis are beingrepre s en t ed here," Bene-f i e l d said. She a d d e d , "It i snot a true repre s enta t ion ofthe community." •W e l l e r is a member of theH o u s e Ways and Means ' .Committee and has worked "-with l e g i s l a t i o n to give tax?incentives for cleaning upr""brownfields," environmeti-.'ta l ly contaminated industrialsites that could be redevel3 -oped for fu tur e use."I think ( W e l l e r ) will bey.valuable resource for our ^-.discussion and can be a ^potential ally for Libby in*Congress," Rehberg said. ^



Pag* 8A • Friday, June 22,2001 INDEPENDENT RECORD www.helenalr.com.

M a r t z l o o k i n g for consensus in d i v i d e d Libby: A . * V ' v - - . . . - . ' ; ^ P - • - • : ' " • • • • ; - : ' - J - ? : ^ * ^ ^ - ' • ' ' • • • * •
Sorne residentsdoh^t likestigmaassociated withb£ing cal led aS u p e r f u n d site

By KATHLEEN McLAUGHUN
IR State Bureau

H E L E N A — As Gov. J u d yMartz looks for consensusamong Libby re s ident s aboutadding their town to the fed-eral S u p e r f u n d cleanup l i s t ,the community appear s to begrowing even fur ther dividedabout how best to deal with itsasbestos calamity.Compounding the complex-ity of the issue,, Libby resi-dents anSthe governor havehad no direct contact since a.group from Lobby traveled toHielenato meet with Marte inFebruary; Admmisr^atiori'o f f i c i a l s have been to severalmeetingsinlibby in the inter-uiLto '^<;u | s t h e t o w n ' s • ^ - . ' ' ' ;asbestos crisis but the gover-nor hersalf has not been to

Shane H e d g e s , policyadviser to the governor, saidMartz wants to f ind agree-ment among Libby residentsabout a S u p e r f u n d designa-tion to guarantee f ederalcleanup of years of asbestoscontamination produced bythe local vermiculite mine.Martz wQl have somethingakin to veto power over anupcoming U.S. EnvironmentalProtection Agency proposal toplace Libby and surroundingmine sites on the S u p e r f u n dpriori ty cleanup list."What we're trying to do isget a consensus with the peo-ple in Libby," said H e d g e s ."Until they're on the samepage abqut what needs to bedone,,they c a n ' t - e x p e c t thecongressional delegation, theEPA and WiR. Grace ta be onthe same page." , :' L i b b j r r e s i d e n t s :8e$£st.^ =f rom being oh the saaie .page.
and other m
groupignation is thto ward making

whose parents died of ,--.asbestos-related lung disease.Others are critical of the 'stigma S u p e r f u n d status willgive Libby. In a recent letterto the editor of the local West-ern News newspaper, HowardMcDonald, executive directorof the area Chamber of Com-merce, said problems in Ubbyhave been Yoverblown."Our situationis much akin to asituation where*by a tornado hitsa community,"wrote McDonald."There can be
casualties, injury M . f n C | t p be OH the S8RI8 page!and propertydamage. Butwhen it is over,the community _rebuilds, tends toits casualties and the

live o f f i c e r of W.R. Grace andCo., r u f f l i n g many f e a t h e r s inLibby, ,"We don't really have anycommunication with her,"said Bene f i e ld .H e d g e s , meanwhile, notedthat community membershave yet to get to the gover-nor a priority list of propo s edactions thatshe request-ed f romthem duringthe Febru-ary meetingin Hel ena .The commu-nity adviso-ry group didgive a priori-ty list toDemocratU.S. Sen.Max Baucus

•What we're trying to do is git 8 con-sensus with the people in Ubby. Untilthey're on the same page about what

S H A N E H E D G E S ,
POLICY ADVISER TO MARTZ

hive thatultimate say on S u p e r f u n dlisting, some Libby residents
attention.Theyn^elthat Martznis iK»t

when he was in Libby in ApriLBenef ieUL. who has becomeaprimary spokesman for thevictims of asbestos poisoningbeen theGrace and Co.If orris met with

shejtppk.u^^^^fjt^ffM^

Maitz on May 30 to convincehpr; to Jet the company 4o itsOWJ1 pleanup of contammated

was an entirely d i f f e r e n tencounter. He said the gover-nor requested the meetingwith Norri s to let him knowthat, she expected W.R. Graceand Co. to fulfill its r e spons i-b i l i t i e s in Montana. H e d g e ssaid the di s cus s ion barelytouched upon the loomingS u p e r f u n d issue. A l s o inattendance at the meetingwere a Grace vice p r e s i d e n t ,state Sen. Bill Crismore, R-Libby and an Assoc ia t edPress reporter."We're doing everything inour power to make sure thatGrace is going to continue tobe a partner in cleanupthere," said H e d g e s .He said the governor want-ed to ensure that W.R. Graceand Go. would continue itshealth program, health p lanf or th e c o m m u n i t y ' s long-term health-care needs andaddress alluecessarycleanup. The governor wassa t i s f i ed with G r a c e ' sanswers, H e d g e s added.The;EPA has been cleaningup contamination in Libbysince late 1999, under a f eder-al emergency action program.The agency has sued W.R.Graceand"Go. to recover its,,eosts,|0r cleanup^ which have

H e d g e s said Martz is wait-ing for word f r o m EPAAdmini s t ra tor Christie Whit-man about a p o s s i b l e trip toLibby later this summer.M o n t a n a ' s congressional de le lgation also would be i n c l u d e d lin the visit, which would like-Jly include a meet ing withLibby re s ident s to hear theirconcerns.EPA o f f i c i a l s have saidthey hope to have a S u p e r f u n d ^l i s t i n g propo sa l ready forp u b l i c comment near the endof the year. Meanwhi l e , Martz|will review all the s c i en t i f i ci n f o r m a t i o n and pub l i c inputavailable, said H e d g e s .B e n e f i e l d said she bel ievesthe answer is clear-cut, as nei-ther the s ta te nor local gov-ernment have the kind ofmoney it will take to rid Libbyof asbestos contamination."W,e've got one window ofoppor tuni ty to do this right;"said Bene f i e ld . "If i t i sn ' tdone r ight , who can live withthemselves in 20 years if we.make a mistake?" " ' "

Make A Dif f erence
Helena, M T S S 6 2 4443-3663 " •**:,»»
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IR StateBureau
LJBBY — Asbes to s cleanupin Libby is already under theauspices of the U.S. Environ-mental Protect ion A g e n c y ' sS u p e r f u n d program.i . Money for the work theEPA has done so far has comeout of S u p e r f u n d emergency; response f u n d s . Giving conta-j n j inated areas in Libby Super-f u n d d e s i gna t i on — if the des-i ignation is warranted —| would merely be the next/ s t e p , said Paul Peronard, the/ a g e n c y ' s on-site coordinator

in Libby.The agency has proof thatasbestos contamination inLibby is a threat to the healthof the p eop l e and the environ-ment here and is expec ted tocome up with a proposal forl i s t i n g all or parts of Libby asa S u p e r f u n d site by the end ofthe summer. Fol l ow ing therelease of the proposal , therewill be a publ i c comment peri-od, and the governor will havea chance to weigh in onwhether she agrees with thepropo sa l .EPA pol icy doe sn' t give

governors absolute vetopower over S u p e r f u n d l i s t ingin their states, but it does givetheir opinions a great deal ofweight. Doug Skie, director ofemergency response in thisregion, said he can only recallone instance in which theagency overturned a gover-nor's veto. But that was inWisconsin. He doe sn' t recall atime when a governor in thisregion vetoed a p r o j e c t .The agency will make itsf ina l decision f o l l o w i n g thepubl i c comment period.Currently, Skie said, Libby

is the highest priori ty site forthe S u p e r f u n d program in thisregion, and it is among thehighest in the nation.Regardles s of whetherthere is a S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n gfor L^bby, Skie said, themoney is l ike ly to be there tof in i sh the cleanup."We've been, in the region,very success ful in the pastobtaining the necessary f u n d -ing f or Libby, and we ' r e hope-ful that Libby will remain ahigh agency pr i or i ty in thefuture," he said.
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eds wantW.R. Gracebui ldingsdemolished
LIBBY(AP) — W.R.Grace and Co. spent about$2 million last year todecontaminate f ive build-ings at a former vermiculiteexport plant near downtownLibby of any asbestosresidue.Now, the EnvironmentalProtection A g e n c y wantsthe company to demolishthe city-owned buildings,where asbestos contamina-tion was discovered early in2000.Company o f f i c i a l s main-tain the buildings aren't ahealth risk."We know of no reason totear them down. We f e l t wes u c c e s s f u l l y cleaned them,"Grace spokesman AlanStringer said. "They canorder us to do it; that's theirprerogative, and we ' l l haveto comply."The EPA approvedG r a c e ' s cleanup plan lastf a l l . However, over the win-ter, asbestos f i b er s contin-ued to f i l t e r out of cracks inthe wood, EPA on-site coor-dinator Paul Peronard said.



EPA administratorwon't show inLibby this summer
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N

IR State Bureau
HELENA - U.S. Environ-mental Protection AgencyAdministrator Christie Whit-man will not come to Mon-tana this summer to inspectenvironmental damage inLibby and northeastern Mon-tana' s Zortman and Landuskymines, but the Martz adminis-tration is hoping she'l l makethe trip this f a l l .Gov. J u d y Martz askedWhitman early this year tocome to Libby, whereasbestos exposure from theformer W.R. Grace and Co.vermiculite mine has beenlinked to dozens of deathsand cases of illness. Martzalso wants Whitman to seethe Zortman and Landuskymines, where the state is hav-ing trouble a f f o r d i n g a com-prehensive cleanup. Martztold the EPA chief that thestate needs federal assistancefor the Zortman pro j e c t .In a l e t t e r to Martz lastmonth, Whitman said sched-uling commitments w o n ' tallow her to accept Martz'sinvitation "in the coming fewmonths." Whitman said shestill wants to see the a f f e c t e dareas and will try to make itto Montana later."I look forward to accom-panying you to the sites inquestion and continuing ourdiscussion regarding theprogres s already made thereas well as the issues stillawaiting resolution," Whit-man wrote. "Until then, I willcontinue t o monitor E P A ' songoing involvement in help-ing to address these issues.""We will keep trying!"added a handwritten note onthe bottom of the letter.

Shane H e d g e s , the gover-nor' s chief policy advisor, -said the administration still ishoping to get Whitman toMontana as soon as S e p t e m -ber.In November of 1999, theEPA began a large-scaleemergency cleanup in Libby,f o l l o w i n g published reportslinked the town' s vermiculitemine to nearly 200 deaths.Since then, f ed era l agencieshave conducted s e l f - a u d i t sand reported that health reg-ulators at both state and fed-eral levels knew of asbestosdangers in Libby and didn'tact aggressively enough toprotect mine workers andresidents.Now, the EPA is p u t t i n gtogether a proposal to list .Libby and surrounding minesites on its S u p e r f u n d priori-ty clean-up list. While Whit-man won't be in Libby thissummer to assess the prob-lems f i r s thand, two key EPAo f f i c i a l s will meet with resi-dents later this month.Steve L u f t i g , who headst h e E P A ' s S u p e r f u n d p r o -gram, will be part of a com-munity meeting in Libby onJ u l y 12, along with EPAInspec tor General NikkiTins l ey and Susan Hazen,head of the a g e n c y ' s ToxicSubstances Program, accord-ing to the federal agency.Martz, a Republican elect-ed last f a l l , has not been toLibby since she took o f f i c e .Her s t a f f has said she pr e f e r sto make the trip with Whit-man and other o f f i c i a l s .Given the way that Super-fund designation works,Martz will have near final sayover whether Libby and sur-rounding areas are cleanedup under the program.



Asbes to s memorialproceeds d e sp i t e criticism
LIBBY (AP) — Plans for amemorial to Libby re s ident swho have died f r om asbestosdisease are proceeding,d e s p i t e resistance f rom real-es tate agents and communitypromoters w h o s a y i t ' s b a dpub l i c i ty for the town, orga-nizer Mike S w i t z e r said.Organizers of the LibbyAsbestos Memorial Projecthad intended to d i s p l a y morethan 130 white wooden cross-es, each memorializing a vic-tim, on f o u r empty lo t s alongU.S. 2 near the east entranceto Libby. But the ownerrescinded an o f f e r of the l o t sa f t e r receiving calls fromreal-estate agents and oth-ers, Switzer said, so anotherh i g h - p r o f i l e location is beingsought.Libby H i g h School wood-shop s t u d e n t s and theirinstructor, Mort Curt i s , arevolunteering their time tomake the wooden crosses'using donated s u p p l i e s andpaint f r om local stores.H u n d r e d s of p e o p l e inL i b b y have been d iagnos ed

with lung disease f r o m expo-sure to a sbe s to s in p r o d u c t sf o r m e r l y p r o d u c e d at theW.R. Grace & Co. vermi-

cul i t e mine.S w i t z e r said the memorialwill be ready for d i s p l a y byMemorial Day.
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tal Q u a l i t y how best to h a n d l ethe p r o b l e m s in L i b b y , EPAo f f i c i a l s said. T h e f e d e r a lagency l i k e l y will d e v e l o p apr~-<osal to l i s t the town andl ,ent mine sites on thetional Priori t ie s L i s t ,the issue out forp u b l i c comment. T h e y willmeet with the Martz adminis-tration and encourage resi-dent s to make their f e e l i n g sknown to the governor aboutthe po t en t ia l S u p e r f u n d sites.Paul Peronard, E P A ' s o n -site coordinator for Libby,said the governor has near-veto power over S u p e r f u n dl i s t i n g s because for years,s ta t e and local o f f i c i a l s havedemanded greater local con-:rol over such h i g h - p r o f i l eP r o j e c t s . W i l l i a m s noted thatn/ ent years, the regionalCP. j f f i c e has made 14d l i s t recommenda-all were ac c ep t ed byV e s t e r n governors — f i v e by

former Montana Gov. MarcRacicot.A n d , W i l l i a m s said, whilethe g o v e r n o r ' s s u p p o r t i s cru-cial to what h a p p e n s in Libby,the EPA could override adecis ion i f f e d e r a l o f f i c i a l sbe l ieve the prob l em is seriousenough. B u t t h a t ' s only h a p -pened once in the pas t sixyears since EPA started itsdrive to garner local s u p p o r tf o r p r o j e c t s .L i b b y i s l a r g e l y d iv idedthese days over S u p e r f u n dde s ignat ion to clean up yearsof p o t e n t i a l l y harmful minewaste at the former Gracemine and proces s ing p l a n t , aswell as vermiculite spreadthroughout the town. I n i t i a lEPA p r o p o s a l s would createtwo S u p e r f u n d - f H t e s in Libby,i n c l u d i n g one to~encompassthe town i t s e l f and anotherthat would incorporate thevermicul i t e mining proper-ties. Peronard said that such as e t u p would a l low c l eanup ofcontamination in town movemore quickly and get off thel i s t b e f o r e the mine, a longer-term p r o j e c t .

E P A : L i b b y ' sbest bet isS u p e r f u n d
Govs vetopower over
issue rilesmany

By KATHLEEN McLAUBHLINIR State Bureau
LIBBY — F e d e r a l S u p e r -f u n d s ta tu s is the best wayt o ensure c l eanup o f L i b b y ' swide spread asbes tos conta-mination, but the f ina l deci-sion will come down to stateand local o f f i c i a l s — primar-i ly Gov. J u d y Martz , U.S.Environmental ProtectionAgency leaders t o ld localre s ident s T h u r s d a y ." I t ' s a very contentiousprocess," David W i l l i a m s ,S u p e r f u n d l i s t i n g coordina-t o r f o r t h e E P A ' s regionalo f f i c e in Denver, t o ld apacked meet ing o f t h e E P A ' sLibby community advisorygroup. " I t ' s also very much acommunity-driven process."Several s u p p o r t e r s of

were m i f f e d to learn thatMartz and s tate environmen-tal o f f i c i a l s could have vetopower over the des ignation.T h e y complained that s tateo f f i c i a l s denied f o r yearsthat there was any prob l emwith the W.R. Grace and Co.Z o n o l i t e mine and they havenot been a major p l a y e r incleanup over the past 18months. In recent years,mining operat ions have beenl inked to dozens of asbestos-re la t ed d ea th s and i l l n e s s e samong f ormer mine workersand Libby re s ident s ."The s e are the same peo-ple who may end up makingthe decision over what goeson here," said G a y l e Bene-f i e l d . "It makes me veryuncomfortable."Said N e i l Bauer, "I f i n d ita p p a l l i n g that the governorwould have absolute powerover what happens."Martz admin i s t ra t i on o f f i -cials could not be reachedfor comment late T h u r s d a y .In the coming months, theEPA will di scuss with theg o v e r n o r ' s o f f i c e a n d s tateDepartment of Environmen-
«_~~ tf\A
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Mine tail ings found at Libby schools
School tracks, skating rinkmoved to the top of the EPA'sc l eanup list

By KATHLEBi McLAUGHLIN
IR State Bureau

L I B B Y — G a y l e B e n e f i e l d ' s wordshave come back to haunt her.B e n e f i e l d , a longt ime Libby resi-dent who has become a communityactivist on the asbe s to s f r o n t , t o l d areporter last year that her aim was toget Libby cleaned up and protect her

grandch i ldren f rom harm. WhatB e n e f i e l d didn't know then was thather grandchi ldren may have beenexposed to asbestos-laden .dust j u s tby p lay ing at their grade-school skat-ing rink.A f t e r f i n d i n g mine tailings at threeof the f i v e Libby schools, the U . S .Environmental Protect ion A g e n c yhas moved to the top of its c l eanuplist school recreation sites — the highschool and m i d d l e school runningtracks and the Plummer ElementarySchool skat ing rink. Some t ime in thepast three decades, each of the three

spo t s was f i l l e d or covered with minewaste from the nearby W.R. Graceand Co. Zonol i t e operation. The EPAchecked all Libby schoolyardsrecently for mine tailings.Paul Peronard, th e EPA's on-sitecoordinator for Libby cleanup opera-tions, said he doesn't believe therewas any malice intended by theGrace employe e s who coated thetracks and skating rink with tailings.I n s t e a d , he said, mine waste andblack vermicul i t e chunks werebrought to the schools 20 or 30 yearsago because Grace workers were

ignorant of the immense dangersposed by the asbestos f i b e r s thematerials contained.Ore and tai l ings f rom the Z o n o l i t emine contain toxic tremol i t easbestos, which is believed to havekilled and sickened dozens of formermine workers."I don't th ink it was malice, per se,but it was p r e t t y dumb," Peronardsaid of moving mine waste to theschoolyards. "Folk s h a v e n ' t shownthis material t h e respect i t ' s d u e a s
More LIBBY, page 9A



1 A
far as how harmful it is."J / A l a n Stringer, G r a c e ' s rep-resentative in Libby, saidtai l ings were brought to thehigh school track and the twoother school sites because"somebody f e l t like the tail-ings would be a good surfacefor running."Stringer said Graceo f f e r e d to remove the tail-lags in 1979, but the schoolsystem instead decided topave over the mine waste. Hesaid he knows of no cases inwhich someone got sick byrunning on the tracks or play-ing at the ice rink.Even so, Libby residentsare horrif ied at f i n d i n g theirkids may have been exposedJ d n h e highly toxic substances i m p l y by p laying at school.And they're angry with W.R.Grace and Co. for al lowingworkers to transport minexaste to p lace s around town.•*? T h e y , o f f e r e d to the schoolsystem to bring this craponto the school grounds.What kind of o u t f i t doest f t a t ? " asked Dean Leckrone,

who has two children whogrew up in Libby.To date, dozens of currentand former Libby residentshave sued W.R. Grace andCo. over illnesses and deathslinked to asbestos exposure.Most of the cases have comeup among former mine work-ers and fami ly members, butthat circle is starting towiden as Libby residents whonever worked at the mine gettested for asbestos-linkedmaladies.The recent news aboutcontamination at localschools i l lu s tra t e s that thep e o p l e who live here stillmay not know of all theplaces they might have beenexposed over the years." W e ' r e still g e t t ing sur-prises and discoveries aboutpast practices and wherethings were put," said RickPalagi, chief executive off i-c e r o f L i b b y ' s , S t . J o h n ' sLutheran H o s p i t a l .Peronard said his mainfear right now is for thosewho may have been exposedat the high school track. Hesaid the W.R. Grace and Co.

tested children some 20 yearsago when they ran on the tail-ings surface and found high-er-than-acceptable levels ofasbestos exposure amongthem."The troubling thing withthe high school track is theywere actually running on ver-miculite for 10 years or so,"said Peronard.The skating rink is some-what less disturbing, Per-onard said, because the mate-rial doesn't seem to be ascontaminant-rich and danger-ous f i b er s were probablysomewhat sealed in ice whenthe rink had its heaviest t ra f-f i c . Peronard said the materi-al at each school site is d i f -ferent and will need to beremoved in d i f f e r e n t ways.When school l e t s out thisspring, the EPA will begin amajor pro j e c t to clean up theschools sites b e fore schoolresumes in the f a l l . Workerswill rip up the current tracksurfaces , clean out contami-nated material and replacethe tracks. The pro j e c t callsfor EPA to install a new rub- •berized track at the high

school and an asphalt surfaceat the middl e school.In all, cleanup of the threeschools is likely to costaround $1 million, said Per-onard. But the EPA doesn'tintend to f oo t the f inal bill.He said the school clean-upcosts likely will be added tothe tab for which the EPA isnow suing W.R. Grace in U.S.district court in Missoula.
1



legislature f u n d scourt for Libbysuits, if needed
By KATHLEEN McUUSHUN

IR State Bureau
HELENA — Even though the dozens of Libbylawsuits against W.R. Grace are now locked intothe c o m p a n y ' s bankruptcy f i l i n g in Delaware,the uncertain situation might still call for a spe-cial state court in Montana to handle asbestosclaims.In one of its f inal actions, the 2001 Legisla-ture set aside roughly $380,000 in two-yearf u n d i n g for the new district court. That meansif the Libby claims are turned back to Montana,contingency l eg i s la t i on will kick the court intocreation. Sen. Bill Crismore, R-Libby, sponsoredthe bill to create the court. And even thoughGrace' s bankruptcy f i l i n g cast doubt over eachLibby p l a i n t i f f get t ing his own day in court, sev-eral potential scenarios could bring their casesback to Montana."We do think i t ' s wise to keep that optionopen, in the event that asbestos claims areaddre s s ed in state court," said Roger Sul l ivan, aK a l i s p e l l attorney representing dozens of peo-ple suing W.R. Grace and Co. over asbestosexposure.Sullivan said his team is "sorting out all ofour legal options and we are partic ipating in thebankruptcy proceedings."W.R. Grace and Co., which owned and operat-ed the Libby vermiculite mine through the timeclosed a decade ago, f i l e d for Chapter 11 bank-ruptcy protect ion two weeks ago. The company

More LIBBY, page 8A

Libby
continued from 1A
sought bankruptcy shelterfrom s to ckp i l ing li t igationover asbestos exposure nation-wide.The Libby cases are veryd i f f e r e n t f rom the nationalpicture of asbestos litigation,according to attorneys. Pri-marily, Libby residents andformer Grace workers wereexposed not through chemicalproduct s but right at thesource. The vermiculite minereleased dangerous tremoliteasbestos f i b er s into the air aspart of the mineral separationprocess.Sullivan said case in partic-ular could bring the casesback to Montana. One suitalleges that W.R. Grace andCo. f r a u d u l e n t l y transferredassets to the packing companySealed Air Co., when it mergedthat division of its businesswith the bubble-wrap maker in1997. A court decision a f f i r m -ing that assets were wronglytransferred could throw amajor wrench into Grace ' sbankruptcy claim.Bill Corcoran, W.R. Graceand Co.' s senior vice presidentfor public and regulatorya f f a i r s , said Monday the com-pany denies any fraud tookplace in that transaction and isf i g h t i n g the suit.As it stands, the Delawarecourt is j u s t beginning workon W.R. Grace and Co.'s bank-ruptcy f i l ing . The court isappo in t ing committees to rep-resent each group of p l a i n t i f f swith claims against the compa-

ny. The Kal i sp e l l f irm repre-senting Libby p l a i n t i f f s is oneof 11 members of the commit-tee representing those withpersonal injury claims againstthe company.Sul l ivan said the committeespot will ensure Libby main-tains a high p r o f i l e throughoutthe proceedings. Still, he said,there's no denying thatGrace's decision to seek Chap-ter 11 protection will slow theprocess and likely lower theamount of damages Libby resi-dents and former mine work-ers will see from their claims."The fundamental questionto be asked is in the granderscheme of tilings, are the peo-ple of Libby going to be treat-ed fa i r ly as a result of thisbankruptcy filing," said Sull i-van. "No, I don't believe theyare."'Then* day in court has beentaken away from them," headded.When asked for a response,Corcoran said, "We don't com-ment on Roger Sullivan's com-ments."Corcoran noted that W.R.Grace and Co. Chief ExecutiveO f f i c e r Paul Norris has said hewants the bankruptcy-case tobe resolved ahead of the fourto f iv e years it normally takesfor asbestos companies to gothrough Chapter 11 . It ' s t o osoon to tell what the outcomemay look like, said Corcoran."We've been in a bankrupt-cy situation for three weeks.Now, I assume the j u d g e willrender a fair decision at theend of the proceedings," hesaid. "We're ju s t kind of goingthrough the process and get-ting things established."



S u p e r f u n d site
EPA:Libbysstatusmaybechanged

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N
' * " I R State Bureau

LIBBY — A f t e r 18 monthsof f i n d i n g and cleaning uptoxic asbes tos in the area,o f f i c i a l s f r om the U.S. Envi-ronmental Protection Agencyare trying to ease the p e o p l eof Ubby into th* likelihoodt tar t thv ir entire town will bedeclared a S o p e r f t m d site.I t ' s a de s ignat ion thatwould guarantee f e d e r a lf u n d s and long-term clean-upof the former Z o n o l i t e minenear Libby, p lu s the contami-nated areas associated with itand the a f f e c t e d p a r t s oftown. But i t ' s also one thatmakes a lot of p e o p l e uncom-f o r t a b l e about the accompa-nying stigma and f r e t overthe notion that nei ther busi-nesses nor t our i s t s want toinvest in a p lace that ' s p o l l u t -ed enough to make the S u p e r -f u n d l i s t ." I think i t ' s a l egi t imatething to be worried about. Youdo see, e s p e c i a l l y when s i t e sare f i r s t l i s t ed , an impact oneconomic ac t iv i ty and p r o p e r -ty values," said Paul Per-onard, t h e E P A ' s onsite-coor-dinator in Libby. "But I thinkthat is f a i r l y short-term."And, Peronard and others
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Libby
continued from 1A
say, t h e damage t o L i b b y ' sr epu ta t i on a lready is done.Local r e s i d en t s say th ing shave go t t en so bad thatt h e r e ' s a sense f r o m out-siders that they could beexposed to toxic a sbe s to ss i m p l y by driving f r o mK a l i s p e l l to S p o k a n e onH i g h w a y 2 and pa s s ingthrough Libby. In the pastyear-and-a-half, news storieshave linked dozens of deathsand i l lne s s e s to asbes tos poi-soning from the f ormer W.R.Grace and Co. Z o n o l i t e minej u s t ou t s id e of town."I'm not sure the tarnishcould get worse," said Per-onard.* Stff l , Peronard said, "Whatyou don't want to do i s s a d d l ethe community and the s tatewith something they d o n ' treally want."Though the mine has beenshut down for a decade, EPAo f f i c i a l s continue to f ind newplaces in town, like school-yards, that have been contami-nated with tailings from theold vermiculite mine. Thatfa c t , along with the dozens ofnew peop l e being diagnosedeach month with asbestosis,has kept bad news about Libbyin the spo t l igh t .Marion A p p l e g a t e , whosehusband, Bud, j u s t f ound outh e ' s sick f rom asbestos expo-sure, said i t ' s almost s i l lyto debate whether Libbyand its surroundingsshould make the S u p e r -f u n d l i s t ."I think l ives are moreimportant than any s t igmaon our town," said A p p l e -gate.Connie Leckrone, whosehusband, Dean, wasrecently diagnosed withasbes tos-related respirato-ry prob l ems , agreed." T h e r e ' s already a s t ig-ma on this town," she said"We want our towncleaned up, period."But Alan S t r i n g e r , theW.R. Grace and Co. repre-

sentative^ * by, said hedoe sn' t b̂ ^̂  a S u p e r f u n dl i s t i n g would be the bestthing f o r t h e community. Hesaid the c l ean-up can contin-ue without a t t a c h i n g to Libbythe label of S u p e r f u n d site."There would be a lotmore downs than ups," saidS t r i n g e r .T h r o u g h o u t the decision-making proce s s , S t r i n g e rsaid, " H o p e f u l l y some ratio-nal thinking and good analy-sis will be done."A d d i n g Libby to thenat ion'* S u p e r f u n d list i ssomething that could h a p p e nas early as next spr ing , saidPeronard."What we do now is put theidea out there and f l o a t it forp u b l i c discussion," Peronardexplained recently.Peronard said prel iminaryEPA assessments of tha dam»-age and clean,-up. needs at theformer W.R. Grace and Co.venrrfcoi i te mine and thecontamination throughoutLibby show the area wouldq u a l i f y f o r S u p e r f u n d des ig-nation. He said he believesthe most logical way to a p p l yS u p e r f u n d de s ignat ion toLibby would be to set up twos eparate s i te s — one in thearea associated with Grace ' sf ormer vermiculite process-ing plant and another encom-p a s s i n g the whole town.That way, he e x p l a i n e d ,the town could be cleaned upquickly and taken off the l i s tf i r s t . T h o u g h there are sev-

eral th ing s that needcleaned up wi thin thei t s e l f , that work wou ldn 1

take as much time as the ^more c o m p l e x a n d n e a v j l y l , ' . ! .contaminated spo t s . . _ ,In Lincoln County , an esti-mated 1,800 homes, inc lud ing600 in L i b b y , have Z o n o J i t e ^ j ,in su la t ion that needs t o S e ) r , fremoved and r e p l a c e d , PQJVonard said. In a d d i t i o n , gai> •dens throughout Libby^re^ .r i f e with vermicul i te . the-. ,mineral was mined for use in'insulat ion and p o t t i n g soils.Plac ing all of Libby,inc lud ing the proce s s ing . , •p l a n t , under one S u p e r f . u n 4tag would make the city, wait,until the more complex work,was c o m p l e t e d W i t h the cont-aminated material turning.upeverywhere, t h e r e ' s beqn, r ; .some t a l k in Libby that meentire town might have te^be-,relocated. Peronard said the ;idea has come up, but mov-ing Libby as was done Love •Canal, N.Y., is not the bestopt ion."I think you're bet ter^of fd e a l i n g with the root prob-lem," he said. >So the EPA will f o c u i o n aS u p e r f u n d l i s t ing processnow. Whi l e a citizen advisorygroup in Libby draws up itsown list of pros and consabout the de s ignat ion, EPAo f f i c i a l s will begin discus-sions with the Martz admin-i s tration and the s tate 'Department of Environmen-tal Quality.



Govs knew about Libby
The State of Montana seems intent on blamingthe EPA for fai lure to disclose the asbestos dan-I ger in Libby. An audit closer to home will show: at least our last three governors were aware ofI the problem, along with state leadership in gen-i eral. It was certainly obvious to those in Libbythat had fami ly , fr iends and neighbors get sickfrom asbestos poisoning. Let's not forge t themedical community that treated them over theyears.The state wants the EPA held responsible forthe fact they did not move sooner to protectthose living in Libby. Jus t as we have leadershipwith their heads in the sand regarding globalwarming, we have had for decades state leader-ship with their heads in the sand regardingasbestos dangers.
Roger Scott1501 Jerome Place



K e e p outcry alive for Libby
Most p eop l e are aware of the crisis in Libby.For years the W.R. Grace Company knowinglyexposed thousands of p e o p l e to its asbestos ladenproduct. Thir ty years too late this injus t i ce wasexposed. With the pub l i c outcry, the EPA s t e p p e din (also 30 years too la t e) and had many peopletested for asbestosis. Both my parents, who wereteachers and had no contact with the mine, havenow received let ters informing them that the ini-tial t e s t s showed they have scarring on theirlungs and may have asbestosis.What peop l e don't know is that currently thetest ing was the beginning, and the "you-may-have-asbestosis" letter is the end of any he lpf rom the EPA and W.R. Grace.W i t h the advice of " f o l l o w up with your physi-cian," the peop l e who received the "you-may-have-asbestosis" letters are l e f t f l a p p i n g in thebreeze. Where is the f o l l ow-up now? Who paysfor the additional testing? And if the unimagin-able is true, and these p e o p l e do have asbestosis,

, . . — ' V # ) — v - U ' * "

compliments of W.R.Grace, who pays for theirmedical care? Let's keep the publ i c outcry aliveso that this mess doesn't die a quick death underthe weight of apathy.
Alice Luehr1S09 Kodiak Road



Shame on W.R. Grace, us
MMMW . . . . ...... . . . . . . ,„, . . . . . . . . . . . . . tk ...... . . . . , , /

A i tfi' ,Jt

s h a m e f u l .W.R. Grace and Company has, for the pastdozen years, been us ing every f i n a n c i a l and l e g a lipaneuver t h e y could to remove t h e m s e l v e s f r o mJjjie tesponsibility they have to their f ormeremployee s and the many others whom they havepo i s oned t h r o u g h th e o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e i r corpo-f a t e empire . In M o n t a n a the v i c t ims are in L i b b y:jShd the poi son is cancer-causing asbestos. W.R.• f e f a c e may have s i m p l y "been do ing business"'j).ut>th'e L i b b y workers and us — yes, you and me— are g o i n g to pay the cost.Back in 1988, W.R. Grace began its s hame fu lm a n i p u l a t i o n s to avoid t h o s e cos t s and r e spon s i -b i l i t i e s by f i r s t r e o r g a n i z i n g i t s c ompany, clever-o f f a s s e t s t h r o u g h a combinat ion o ft r a d e s to b e n e f i t i t s most w e a l t h yo l d e r s . I t f o r m e d a n e w c o m p a n y , l e a v i n gemical b u s i n e s s , i n c l u d i n g i t s a s b e s t o s p r o -mines. Grace r e a l i z e d f or years tha t th ec o s t l y reckoning was coming, and theys e e k i n g cover.The c o m p a n y , in 1995 , s p u n o f f into a medi ca ls u p p l y business . Mos t o f u s d o n ' t have that s p e -cial brand of f r e e market m e n t a l i t y genius: f i r s tison your workers, t h e n s e l l them m e d i c a lsuch a s b o t t l e d o x y g e n ! R u t h l e s s ? Comehis i s s i m p l y a company d o i n g the b i d d i n ga j o r s t o c k h o l d e r s — p u t t i n g p r o f i t s overI t ' s c a l l e d c o r p o r a t e democracy. T o b esure, W.R. Grac e and C o m p a n y is one of the moreru th l e s s at that p a r t i c u l a r l y odd prac t i c e ofi democracy.j Not c o n t e n t wi th i t s m a n i p u l a t i o n , the compa-I ny, in 1997, created another c o r p o r a t e en t i ty ,I which would f u r t h e r sh i e ld it f r o m the responsi-

bi l i ty Qf M p i n f c j h e i r : d y i n g tptt^E.jvojckecs^. „ ,th e i r sick wives and c h i l d r e n . It used i t s a s s e t s tocreate a company ca l l ed S e a l e d Air, the maker ofbubble wrap pack ing and s h i p p i n g material. Kidslove t o p l a y wi th t h e s t u f f , t h e y p o p tho s e t inyp l a s t i c a i r - f i l l e d b u b b l e s wi th a l m o s t t h e samei n e v i t a b i l i t y that W . R . G r a c e ' s a sbe s to s i s i sd e s t r o y i n g the once a i r - f i l l e d l u n g s of its work-ers.More r e c en t ly , in W a s h i n g t o n , B.C., the compa-ny was trying to p er suade Congres s to pass l eg i s -l a t i on to pro t e c t it. T h e y came close .... convinc-ing many R e p u b l i c a n s and even a h a n d f u l l ofDemocra t s to s u p p o r t an i n d u s t r y - w r i t t e n"asbestos compensat ions bi l l ." T r a g i c a l l y , twoR e p u b l i c a n members o f C o n g r e s s f r o m Montanas u p p o r t e d the W.R. Grace l e g i s l a t i o n . Only whent h e v i c t ims f r o m L i b b y t r a v e l e d t o C a p i t o l H i l lcarrying their oxygen b o t t l e s and t e s t i f y i n gb e f o r e t h e Commerce C o m m i t t e e aga in s t t h e l e g -i s l a t i o n was it s h e l v e d .
The hand some ly paid f inancial and l egal shys-ter s o f the Grace e m p i r e were not f i n i s h e d . Yes,th ey had reduced the annual sa l e s of the compa-n y ' s p r o d u c t s f r o m $ 7 b i l l i o n t o about $ 1 b i l l i o n ,a n d s h i e l d e d f i v e - s i x t h s o f t h e c o m p a n y ' s a s s e t sf r o m l i a b i l i t y , b u t t h e y s t i l l h a d tho s e p e s k y l a w -s u i t s b e i n g f i l e d b y the ir p o i s o n e d , d y i n g workersand t h e i r f a m i l i e s . More than 200 f r om L i b b y ,alone, were f i n a l l y r eady to come to t r ia l .T h r o u g h l e g a l m a n i p u l a t i o n Grace f u r t h e rd e l a y e d many of tho s e l a w s u i t s by having themp l a c e d in a l e g a l p u r g a t o r y known as m u l t i - d i s -t r i c t l i t i g a t i o n . T h e n t h e c oup d e grace: W . R .Grace and C o m p a n y , or the s h e l l t ha t remains,f i l e d f o r b a n k r u p t c y — v i r t u a l l y a s sur ing that t h evic t ims will receive l i t t l e or no th ing because the

c o m p a n y ' s assets a r e gonje» s p u j s o f f aver J h e pa s t . . .13 years in a d i z z y i n g d i s p l a y of l e g a l and f i n a n -cial s l i g h t of hand.So, we are left with the tragic f a c t that thea s b e s t o s v ic t ims and their a t t o r n e y s , who alonehave f o u g h t f or years, without f e e s , t o bring ju s-tice and f a i r n e s s to their c l i en t s , are l e f t withno th ing at wor,st and very l i t t l e at best. The illand d y i n g a l o n g wi th you and me — yes, you andme — are left with only the cost s . A c t i o n s such asthose of W.R. Grace and C o m p a n y make ourhealthcare costs rise, our h e a l t h insurance premi-ums increase. Y o u r taxe s to pay for M e d i c a r e andM e d i c a i d will be p u s h e d up because of the s e andother corporate m a n i p u l a t i o n s .
You know what th i s country needs even morethan "a good 5-cent cigar"? We need e l e c t ed o f f i -cials who will s t o p p l a y i n g dumb, who will get outof bed w i th t h e s e c o r p o r a t e r a s c a l s , who w i l l dob a t t l e f o r t h e w o r k i n g s t i f f s a n d w h o — R e p u b l i -can or Democrat — have the g u t s to go a f t e rthese une th i ca l corporat ions . We need e l e c t edo f f i c i a l s such a s T e d d y a n d F r a n k l i n R o o s e v e l t ;s ena t or s such a s W i s c o n s i n ' s L a F o l l e t t e a n d M o n -tana' s M e t c a l f . But f i r s t we need a m a j o r i t y o four c i t i z ens to s t o p d e f e n d i n g these corporationsand t h e i r d e f i n i t i o n o f th e s o - c a l l e d " fr e e market-place." T h r o u g h e i th er naivete o r p l a i n s t u p i d i t y ,a s i g n i f i c a n t p o r t i o n of Montanans continue tos u p p o r t the very c o r p o r a t i o n s and the ir heirs >which have and c on t inue to wreck havoc on our ,s t a t e a n d , worse, t h e y s u p p o r t tho s e p o l i t i c i a n swho are the lackeys of those very companies.S h a m e on us and shame on them.

Pat W i l l i a m s is a former Montana representive to the
U.S. Congress.



Working f a m i l i e s pay the price
Claiming it can't handle the de luge of asbestos personal-i n j u r y lawsu i t s , W.R. Grace & Co. announced it has f i l e d forC h a p t e r 11 bankrupt cy protec t ion. W.R. Grace & Co. came toM o n t a n a , took our wealth and made a great deal of money int h e proce s s . N o w , they decide they c a n ' t p a y f o r t h e damaget h e y caused.It is a d o u b l e tragedy: f i r s t our minerals — then our lives.Montana's hi s tory is a tragic cycle. Companies come to p l u n -der our weal th and then leave us to clean up their mess. Mon-tana has a lways been run by and for big business — and work-ing f a m i l i e s pay the price. T h i s i s a t r a g e d y for the f a m i l i e swho have had their lives shattered by f i n d i n g out they are thevictims of asbestosis. T h e y trusted the company to live up toits o b l i g a t i o n s toward the p e o p l e who earned their greatwealth for them.What will these f a m i l i e s do now? S a d l y , no one is surpr i s edby this announcement. It was expected that Grace was goingto use the l e g a l system to escape its r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to the hun-

dred s of f a m i l i e s d e v a s t a t e d by their actions. But what at r a g e d y for the p e o p l e who trus t ed Grace to do the right thingand whose lives were shattered by the c o m p a n y ' s dealingswith Libby.
Rep. Eileen Carney, D-LibbyMontana State CapitolP.O. Box 200500
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Legi s la ture does lit :le on Libby issues
Lawmakers have approved
th&e measures to deal with
sgLme problems but have
ndfbeen asked to address- j r i f i q i ath&larger issues

I f i n o r
B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H L I N

IR State Bureau
O I f l c H E L E N A — The 2001 L e g i s l a t u r e is the f i r s tto c i i tWene since the asbestos crisis in Libbyf e & n i § ( t o l i gh t , but the dozens of deaths and ill-nesses linked to WVR. Grace a n d C o . ' s vernli-£ & l i l e / m i n e have not been a major f o ca l point^hi^^gislative session."lawmakers have a p p r o v e d three measures• t e m p t i n g to deal wi th some of the p r o b l e m sr e la t ed to the f o r m e r Grace vermiculite minein Lffiby. Bills to create a s epara t e court forasbe s to s cases and s u p p o r t a f e d e r a l ambientair^andard on a s b e s t o s have soared throught f t f c ' l e g i s l a t u r e with overwhelming suppor t .

The main b u d g e t bill also contains f u n d i n g f o r& s t S t t e h ea l th worker in Libby.;Vei there has been no s w e e p i n g p i e c e of leg-i s l S i S o n d e s i g n e d t o a d d r e s s t h e c o m m u n i t y ' sp r o b l e m s or reverse years of inaction. Whil ef e d e r a l o f f i c i a l s have taken the l ead in cleaning' Grace mine contamination, s ta t e agen-

cies and lawmakers s t i l l seem to be searchingfor their niche, ."The L e g i s l a t u r e has done a good job interms of t h i n g s tha t were requested," said Bon-nie G e s t r i n g of the Montana EnvironmentalI n f o r m a t i o n Center."I think the p r o b l e m is that too l i t t l e has hap-p e n e d too late," she a d d e d . "There were thingstha t s h o u l d have been done years ago and rightnow we're j u s t trying to pick up the pieces.That ' s a real struggle."
Two l e g i s l a t o r s f r o m Libby say there is nomagic bu l l e t in the state's arsenal that wouldrepair decade s worth of damage done by thevermiculite mine; Given that the U.S. Environ-mental P^tecticmrAgen^; has taken t h e i n a i | C ' (role in clean-up and community suppor t , ttid^s t a t e hasn't f o u n d a real place to work in Libby."There isn't a whole lot we can do when EPAis the lead agency," said Sen. Bill Crismore, R-Libby.Rep. Ei l e en Carney, D-Libby, agreed, saying,"I gues s I don't know what else the Legi s la turecould have done."Carney sponsored a resolution to encouragef e d e r a l ambient air s t a n d a r d s on a sbe s t o s andled a charge for $18,500 to hire a s t a t e pub l i ch e a l t h o f f i c e r hi Libby. Her next move, shesaid, will be to request a l e g i s l a t i v e audit onwhat and when the s ta te knew about asbestoscontamination in Libby.A l r e a d y , two f e d e r a l agencies , the EPA and

the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t o f Labor, have i s suedt h i r d - p a r t y aud i t r e p o r t s s h o w i n g they d r o p p e d
the ba l l on h e a l t h and s a f e t y i n s p e c t i o n s and
r e g u l a t i o n s at the W.R. Grace and Co. mine.The EPA aud i t report makes several r e f e r -ences to do cument s and concerns at the s t a t e
l e v e l , but there has been no i n d e p e n d e n t inves-t i g a t i o n o f s t a t e h e a l t h and env ironmenta l
pract i c e s at Libby."The s t a t e of Montana s t i l l has not reviewedits own r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s in as soc iat ion wi th the
s i tuat ion at W.R. Grace," said G e s t r i n g ."There are addi t i onal mines in the s t a t e con-taminated with asbestos," said G e s t r i n g , no t ing
two p r o j e c t s in Dillon. "I'm very concernedthat publ i c heaitb^is not going to be p r o t e c t e d
a t those m i h s & T T ^ v ' lG e s t r i n g sauf she is also concerned by a lackof commitment f r o m the s tate Depar tmen t ofEnvironmental Quality f o r C a r n e y ' s r e s o l u t i o nto use the l e s s on s learned in L i b b y to h e l pd e v e l o p a f e d e r a l ambient air qua l i ty s tandard
for asbestos.

DEQ spok e sman Dan Rapkoch said theagency has d e f e r r e d to EPA in Libby for anumber of reasons, not the least of which is themuch greater amount of f u n d i n g a v a i l a b l e to
t h e f e d e r a l government t h a n ' t h e s ta t e .

"Because EPA has taken on the role it has,the d e p a r t m e n t has f e l t that EPA is doing agreat deal of the examination that we would beconducting," said Rapkoch. ' : — - - - - - - * -"'-

"We p l a y a s u p p o r t ro l e t o th e KPA," he
a d d e d .

On the i s sue of an e x t e r n a l a u d i t of DEQ and
i t s p r e d e c e s s o r s in s t a t e g o v e r n m e n t , R a p k o c h
s a i d , " I f f o l k s have s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s , o u r f i l e s
are a l w a y s open."

When W.R. Grace and Co. f i l e d f or C h a p t e r11 b a n k r u p t c y p r o t e c t i o n f r o m asbestos law-s u i t s l a s t week, the move threw into ques t ion 1

C r i s m o r e ' s b i l l to create a separate state courtto hand l e a s b e s t o s - r e l a t e d cases. His SenateBill 282 has p a s s e d both the H o u s e and S e A a t eand awaits the signature of Gov. J u d y Martz.The bill arose f r o m concerns that the,eur-rent s t a t e di s tric t j u d g e in Libby was over-•;••.-. ;whelmed with the dozens of sui t s f i l e d against >W.R. Grace and Co. SB282 creates a separatecourt for two years to hand l e such cases, a l ongwith other a s b e s t o s claims that m i g h t arisef r o m around the state. However , the Grace
b a n k r u p t c y f i l i n g t hrows t h e 125 p e n d i n g Mon-tana c l a i m s a g a i n s t th e company into bankrup t-
cy court in W i l m i n g t o n , Del.Crismore said he b e l i ev e s there' s a chancethe spe c ia l s t a t e asbestos court might be need-e d , i f t h e f e d e r a l bankrup t cy j u d g e moves t h e
cases back to Montana. He has s u g g e s t e d a line
item in the law that would put the court into •action only if those cases are moved back to his
s tate. ... - . - .,.."::""It w i l l be there if we need it," Crismore ; | >
e x p l a i n e d .



EPA sues chemical maker
over mine cleanup costs

B y K A T H L E E N M c L A U G H U NM i s s o u l i a n Stat e Bureau
1 1 1 • ; L E N A - T h e U . S . Environmental ProtectionAjiL-ncy sued W.R. Grace and Co. la t e last week toi i - u n i p more than $10 mi l l ion the f e d e r a l agency hasspan c l e a n i n g up toxic s i te s connected to thecompany' s d e f u n c t vermiculite mine in Libby.' I ' h e E P A f i l e d suit Friday i n U . S . District Courtin M i s s o u l a over c l e a n u p costs re lated to the mine,w h i c h shu t down in 1990. The suits comes on the

See EPA, PageA9
The W.R. Grace and Co. v w m i n i l i l n r n i n o near L i b b y is shown ioperation in an u n d a t e d p h o t o Hie chomicul maker i s t i l ing l orC h a p t e r 1 1 f e d e r a l b a n k r u p t c y p r o l o c l i o n
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Continued
Keels Of a decision from U.S. District J u d g e LVmakl MoOcyof Missoula that the EPA had full access r ighfe to the inffl*property from which Grace had barred federal regulatorslast summer.The lawsuit f i l e d Friday also seeks a declaratoryj u d g m e n t from the court that holds Grate responsible f i s tany future EPA investigations and cleanup e f f o r t s at diesite."Our priority is to clean up the asbestos contamination thatis^endangering the pubic health and environment IB Liby,"said Paul Peronard, the EPA's on-scene coordinator inliofy.
' T h e g o a J o f t h i s a r t i c m i s t o e r J s i i r e t f i a t W J t G t « z e , w n k i icaused the contamination, wffl pay t o d e a n M t i p ^ a o t t & etaxpayers." : ' • ' - ; " ' . : , , ' • ' • - ' • : ' : , - ' , ' \A senior Grace 6rBcial said Monday heliag not seea tnfclawsuit, so could riot comment on its contents. HiJweytft,Bill Corcoranj Grade' s vice president for p u b & t t i i 'regulatory a f f a i r s , said the lawsuit was not uno$ec«&&On Monday, Grace f i l ed for Chapter 11bankrupby \protection, citing mounting asbestos-related fawsu^s aroundthe country. A news release from EPA said tfte bankruptedproceedings wiU nave rtooearing on the sUit"EPA will pursue its cost i&%r^ *^* &cdurt despi te Wtft. Gfaee*s recen,release said. "EPA Ml sefek cAc^ola of athrough the rjahkruptcy cdThe EPA and Grace's fi^t <
subsidiary, 1mine site and barred f e d e rproperty. EPA sued over access to ate and the ctee Mitt tomediation, which fai l ed earlier ti&yel&jiMolloy's ruling oh March § ended fee tdid not settle the piatter of cteahld e m ; i n d e r J i n m t x 1 i t a t i o n t a l k s :work, which the EPA says wiU begin agaa
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N a t i o n / W o r l d
S e n a t e t o l d o f asbestos d a n g e r s
Panel is urged to ban its use
Wednesday, August 1, 2001 A D M I N I S T R A T I V E RECO*

By CHARLES POPES E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R W A S H I N G T O N B U R E A U
WASHINGTON — L i s t e n i n g to t e s t imony that was both c l inical and
intensely personal , a Senate subcommittee on T u e s d a y confronted the
dangers of asbestos and the f a i l u r e of regulators to protect workers and
consumers alike f r om a carcinogen that is well known to researchers but
not the pub l i c .

S P E C I A L R E P O R T S
Check o u t t h e P - l ' si n - d e p t h asbestos coverage

" I thought I ' d b e spending m y
retirement t rave l ing out West with my
w i f e , hunting deer up in the
mountains. But today, I can't," 67-
year-old George Biekkola to ld the subcommittee.
Biekkola has asbestosis, which he believes was caused by coming into
contact with asbestos while working in a mine for nearly 30 years.
Asbes to s is a natural ly occurring mineral that o f t e n becomes airborne
when other materials are mined.
Once inhaled, asbestos f i b e r s cause a variety of ai lments , inc luding
cancer. A s b e s t o s i s causes a thickening and scarring of the lungs that
leaves p e o p l e short of breath. Asbe s t o s is also a known human
carcinogen that is considered so dangerous it is banned in 20 countries
ranging f r o m Germany and France to Poland and El S a l v a d o r .
It is not banned in the United Stat e s , and it can be found in such products
as insulat ion and auto brakes. Even some gardening produc t s contain
vermiculite contaminated with traces of asbestos.
"I l ike being able to do things for m y s e l f , " Biekkola t o l d a subcommittee
of the H e a l t h , Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, which was
headed by Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash. "But I can't mow the lawn
because my lungs are damaged."
His voice cracking, Biekkola continued. "I'm here today t o t e l l you my
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story so that maybe someone else working in a mine or a brake shop or a AIDS d r u g s
f a c t o r y won't lose the th ings I have lost. Companie s wi l l t e l l you asbestos
is not a problem ~ ju s t like they told me. Senators, they lied. We need to Slide slams
worry about asbestos. And we need our government to protect us." r l
Murray said the hearing was held to draw attention to the dangers posed
by asbestos and the s po t ty record r egu la t ing it. She also held out the
p o s s i b i l i t y that she would o f f e r l e g i s l a t i o n to close l o o p h o l e s and t igh t en
pro t e c t i on s for miners and others who might be exposed to asbestos.
The hearing featured regulators from the Department of Labor, the
N a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e for Occupational S a f e t y and H e a l t h and the
Environmental Protec t ion Agency. Lawmakers also heard f rom
physicians and researchers who treat asbestos-related i l lnesses and who
said the Uni t ed S t a t e s should ban asbestos.
"My remarks are not only f rom the p er sp e c t i v e of a physic ian who knows
that much of the sickness and death that he d a i l y c on f ron t s was
preventable . I'm also angry at the industry and i t s f r i e n d s in high p l a c e s
who have allowed this carnage to occur," said Michael Harbut , a
Michigan phys ic ian who treats many pa t i en t s with asbestos i l lne s s e s .
Harbut urged a ban on asbestos, add ing , " F o r decades, the society, the
courts and much of the government have regarded asbestosis as a legal
inconvenience. My patients and I ask you to understand that to them and
their f a m i l i e s , asbestosis means disease and death."
Murray dec l ined to say whether she would support a ban, though she was
c l ear ly disturbed by the testimony.
"There are far too many p e o p l e who believe asbestos has been banned
decades ago and i t ' s in their homes, their workplaces, t h ey 'r e being
exposed to it and they have no idea. It is very di sconcert ing to me thatp e o p l e do not know about it," she said.
Like many, Murray was introduced to the dangers of asbestos by the sad
experience of Libby, Mont. The p l i g h t of the town and the damage
caused to its res idents by a vermiculite mine owned by W.R. Grace &
Co. were highl ighted in a series of stories publ i shed in the S e a t t l e Post-
I n t e l l i g e n c e r beginning in November 1999.
Among other f i n d i n g s , the newspaper reported that hundreds of miners,
their f a m i l y members and other residents of the picturesque va l l ey had
been k i l l e d or sickened by exposure to asbestos contaminating the ore in
a nearby vermiculite mine owned by W.R. Grace. Several government
agencies knew of the health dangers but did l i t t l e or nothing.
The s tories traced how asbestos, d e s p i t e its notoriety and regulat ion,
remains a heal th threat, and how government at every level has f a i l e d to
protec t those exposed to the substance, whether in the mines of Libby or
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in workplaces and homes across the country.
The f e d e r a l government has done heal th screening on 6 ,114 p e o p l e who
l ive or l ived in or near Libby. A n a l y s i s of the f i r s t 1,067 examinations
showed that 30 percent had signs of asbes tos-related disease.
Because it o f t e n takes 20 years or more for the disease to become
apparent , no one is w i l l i n g to guess how many p e o p l e w i l l be sickened
because of the exposure to asbestos in L i b b y and other s i te s that
processed the vermiculi te.
A l a n Whi t ehou s e , a Spokane phys i c ian who has treated many of the
p e o p l e f r o m L i b b y , t o l d the subcommittee that the danger in Libby was
so acute that some p e o p l e got sick s imp ly by being outside or coming
into contact with the c lothes of someone who worked at the mine.
"In the last f i v e years I have seen an alarming number of pa t i en t s f rom
Libby , who had no direct exposure to the mine or to the miners but
obtained the disease f rom l i v i n g in Libby," he said.

P-I reporter Charles Pope can be reached at 202-943-9229 or
charliepope@seattlepi. com
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N a t i o n / W o r l d
Asbes t o s wastes spread on school tracks
Tuesday, May 8, 2001

T H E A S S O C I A T E D P R E S S
LIBBY, Mont. ~ M i n i n g wastes contaminated with asbestos were spread
on a t h l e t i c tracks at s chool s in Libby in past decades , and w i l l top the
Environmental Pro t e c t i on A g e n c y ' s pr ior i ty l i s t f o r Libby c leanup
p r o j e c t s , the agency says.
W.R. Grace and Co. spread mine t a i l i n g s f rom its nearby Z o n o l i t e
operat ion on running tracks at the high school and a m i d d l e school and at
the outdoor skating rink at an elementary school, o f f i c i a l s say.
Paul Peronard, th e EPA's on-site coordinator f or
L i b b y c l eanup operations, said he doe sn' t be l ieve
Grace intended any harm. Instead, he said, mine
waste and black vermicul i t e chunks were brought
to the schools 20 or 30 years ago because Grace
workers were ignorant of the dangers posed by
asbestos f i b er s the materials contained.

A P - l S P E C I A L R E P O R TU N C I V I LA C T I O N
Asbestos mining leaves adeady legacy in Libby, MT— and nationwide

Ore and t a i l i n g s f r om Grace' s Z o n o l i t e mine contain tox i c t r emo l i t e
asbestos, which is be l ieved r e s p o n s i b l e for the deaths and i l l n e s s e s of
dozens of former mine workers.
"I don't think it was malice , per se, but it was p r e t t y dumb," Peronardsaid.
A l a n Str inger , Grace's representative in Libby, said t a i l i n g s were brought
to the high school track and the two other sites because "somebody f e l t
l ike the t a i l i n g s would be a good surface for running."
Stringer said Grace o f f e r e d to remove the t a i l i n g s in 1979, but the school
system instead paved over the mine waste.
Libby re s ident s were stunned to learn their k id s may have been exposed
to the h i g h l y toxic substance s i m p l y by p l a y i n g at school. They're angry
with Grace for a l l o w i n g workers to transport mine waste to p l a c e s around
town.
"They o f f e r e d to the school system to bring th i s crap onto the school
grounds. What kind of o u t f i t does that?" asked Dean Leckrone, who had
two c h i l d r e n who grew up in Libby.

Sponsor edLinks
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Dozens of current and former Libby re s ident s have sued Grace over i f f t p *



i l l n e s s e s and deati* " % ey contend were caused by asbestos^^ sure.
Most of those cases are among former mine workers and the ir f a m i l y
members. But recent t e s t i n g of re s ident s f o u n d h e a l t h p r o b l e m s tied to
asbestos exposure among re s ident s not associated d i r e c t l y with the mine.
A d d i t i o n a l h e a l t h screenings are s ch edu l ed for th i s summer.
Peronard said his main concern now is for those who may have been
exposed at the high school track. He said Grace t e s t ed c h i l d r e n about 20
years ago when the t a i l i n g s on running tracks were s t i l l exposed and
f o u n d h igher- than-ac c ep tab l e l e v e l s of asbestos exposure among them.
"The t r o u b l i n g t h i n g with the high school track is they were a c t u a l l y
running on vermiculite for 10 years or so," Peronard said.
W h e n school l e t s out th i s spr ing, the EPA wi l l begin a ma jor c l eanup
p r o j e c t at the schools. Workers will rip up the current track sur face s ,
clean out contaminated material and rep lace the tracks. The p r o j e c t c a l l s
for EPA to ins ta l l a new rubberized track at the high school and an
a s p h a l t s ur fa c e at the m i d d l e school.
Peronard said the p r o j e c t is l i k e l y to cost about $1 m i l l i o n , which l i k e l y
w i l l be added to the tab the EPA is now suing Grace in f e d e r a l court to
recover.

On the Net:
E P A : www.epa .gov/reg ion8/
A g e n c y for T o x i c Subs tance s and Disease Regi s try: wwvv.atsdr.cdc.gov/
W.R. Grace and Co.: www. grace .com
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Murray seeks asbestos hearings
S e n a t o r asks panel t o e x p l o r e ' p u b l i c h e a l t h p r o b l e m '
M o n d a y , A p r i l 2, 2001
B y A N D R E W S C H N E I D E R
S E A T T L E P O S T - I N T E L L I G E N C E R S E N I O R N A T I O N A L C O R R E S P O N D E N T
WASHINGTON — Sen. Pat ty Murray i s c a l l i n g for congres s ional hearings on
the dangers posed to miners, homeowners and consumers f r o m asbestos.
The W a s h i n g t o n Democrat sent a l e t t e r last week to her c o l l e a g u e s on the
Committee on H e a l t h , Education, Labor and Pensions requesting the hearings
as soon as p o s s i b l e .
"Asbe s t o s needs to be paid a t t en t i on to as a p u b l i c h e a l t h problem," Murray
said. "People's l ive s are at stake."
Murray asked Sens . J a m e s J e f f o r d s , the Repub l i can commit t e e chairman, and
Edward K e n n e d y , the c o m m i t t e e ' s ranking Democrat, to h o l d the hearings "as
part of our overs ight r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on workp lac e s a f e t y . "
F r i d a y , K e n n e d y p l e d g e d to try to convene such a hearing. Jeffords could not
be reached for comment.
Murray' s l e t t e r urging th e hearings noted that The W a l l S t r e e t J o u r n a l ha s
incorr e c t ly reported "twice in two months" that the manufac ture and sale of
produc t s c on ta in ing asbestos i s i l l e g a l .
"I'm one of those p e o p l e who thought asbestos was banned years ago, and I
t h i n k t o my surprise , and The W a l l S t r e e t Journa l ' s surpri se , i t ha sn ' t been,"
she said.
Her l e t t e r to the 20 senators on the committee, and to several others on the
subcommit t e e for p u b l i c h e a l t h , noted that more than 15,000 metric tons of
asbestos was imported into the United S t a t e s in 1999.
"There is considerable evidence sugge s t ing that many other consumer produc t s
contain asbestos as a contaminant of v e rmi cu l i t e , t a l c and taconite," she wrote.
S h e t o l d h e r S e n a t e c o l l e a g u e s o f t h e p l i g h t o f t h e p e o p l e o f L i b b y , Mont. I n
N o v e m b e r 1999, the S e a t t l e P o s t - I n t e l l i g e n c e r reported that hundreds o f
miners, th e i r f a m i l y members and other r e s id en t s of the p i c ture sque v a l l e y had



been k i l l e d or sickened f r om exposure to asbestos c o n t a m i n a t i n g the ore in a
nearby v e r m i c u l i t e mine owned by W.R. Grace & Co. Severa l government
agenc i e s knew of the h e a l t h dangers but did lit t le or n o t h i n g .
"1 am very concerned that American workers and consumers, most of whom
be l i eve asbestos was banned back in the 1980s, are s t i l l be ing u n w i t t i n g l y
exposed to thi s d e a d l y substance," Murray wrote.
In her l e t t er , Murray urged the committee to:

Ensure that government has the resources to imp l emen t r egu la t i on s .
Protect p e o p l e f r o m exposure to airborne minerals that the government does

not now categorize as asbestos, "but which look, f u n c t i o n , and may be j u s t as
harmfu l as asbestos."

Ensure that all government agencies are cons i s t ent in how they d e f i n e , detec t
and measure asbestos.

Revisit the issue of f i n a l l y banning asbestos in all consumer products.
She cited a series of P-I stories last November documenting the asbestos
hazards fac ed by brake mechanics. The s torie s reported that analyses of dust
s ampl e s f rom 31 brake-repair garages in Baltimore; Boston; Chi cago; Denver;
Richmond, Va.; S e a t t l e ; and W a s h i n g t o n , D.C., showed very high l e v e l s of
asbestos in 21 of the sites.
Years earl ier, the Environmental Prot e c t i on A g e n c y d e v e l o p e d an extens ive
program to educate mechanics about asbestos danger. Now, the agency says
t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e s a f e t y o f mechanics f a l l s t o t h e Occupat ional S a f e t y
and H e a l t h A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .
OSHA spokesmen have t o l d the P-I that the agency has done l i t t l e to watch
for asbes tos in brake-repair shops and that it has no i n t e n t i o n of increasing its
e f f o r t s , but would "continue to respond when we receive complaints ."
Murray acknowledged that asbestos hazards are not a new issue.
"Decades a f t e r the dangers of asbestos were f i r s t i d e n t i f i e d , there are
thousands of page s of f e d e r a l and state r e g u l a t i o n s in t ended to protec t
p e o p l e , " Murray said. "But these e f f o r t s f a i l e d the p e o p l e of L i b b y , and i t
a p p e a r s that they are s t i l l f a i l i n g some workers and consumers in the U n i t e d
S t a t e s . "
The senator a d d e d , "I th ink that p e o p l e be l ieve that government or God is



making li fe s a f e for them, because we all want to b e l i ev e that. It i s hard for
p e o p l e to b e l i eve that t h e i r workp lac e is not safe."
Murray's l e t t e r mentioned that the i n s p e c t o r s general at EPA and at the Labor
Department released reports last week recommending that their agencies
increase t h e i r v i g i l a n c e of asbestos. EPA is i n v e s t i g a t i n g the use of
asbe s to s-contaminated v ermicu l i t e in i n s u l a t i o n , p a c k a g i n g and some
h o r t i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s .
" I ' m anxious t o s e e E P A ' s report s o n th e i r inve s t iga t i on s , " Murray said.
K e n n e d y said he was " d e e p l y concerned that p e o p l e are s t i l l being exposed to
asbestos. I am commit t ed to g e t t i n g a hearing on asbes tos during th i s session
of Congress."
But Murray, K e n n e d y and the ir Democratic c o l l e a g u e s may f a c e a tough
b a t t l e . The Bush a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has moved q u i c k l y to scale back EPA
overs ight of arsenic in dr ink ing water, carbon-diox ide emiss ions into the air
and other r e g u l a t i o n s u n p o p u l a r wi th industry.
EPA A d m i n i s t r a t o r Chr i s t in e Whi tman expres sed concern about asbestos in a
t r i p March 23 to Denver, where she met, and i m p r e s s e d , several of those
d i r e c t ing the Libby cleanup.
But o f f i c i a l s at EPA headquarters to ld their boss during a conference call to
Denver that f u n d i n g for increased r e g u l a t i o n and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s may be hard to
f i n d .
" T h e p u b l i c e x p e c t s government leaders to pro t e c t them when they can and
should," Murray said. "Obviously, when it comes to asbe s to s , th i s hasn't been
the case."

P-I senior national correspondent Andrew S c h n e i d e r can be reached at
andrews chne id er@sea t t l e -p i . c om or 206-448-8218.


